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Introduction

The following short book discusses some Sincere Advice from a
Believer. This discussion is based on Chapter 36 Yaseen, Verses 20-27
of the Holy Quran:

“And there came from the farthest end of the city a man, running. He
said, "O my people, follow the messengers. Follow those who do not ask
of you [any] payment, and they are [rightly] guided. And why should | not
worship He who created me and to whom you will be returned? Should |
take other than Him [false] deities [while], if the Most Merciful intends for
me some adversity, their intercession will not avail me at all, nor can
they save me? Indeed, | would then be in manifest error. Indeed, | have
believed in your Lord, so listen to me.” It was said, "Enter Paradise." He
said, "l wish my people could know. Of how my Lord has forgiven me
and placed me among the honored.”

Implementing the advice given will aid a Muslim to Achieve Noble
Character. According to the Hadith found in Jami At Tirmidhi, number
2003, the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him,
has advised that the heaviest thing in the Scales of Judgment Day will
be Noble Character. It is one of qualities of the Holy Prophet
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, which Allah, the Exalted,
complimented in Chapter 68 Al Qalam, Verse 4 of the Holy Quran:

“And indeed, you are of a great moral character.”



Therefore, it is a duty on all Muslims to gain and act on the teachings of
the Holy Quran and the traditions of the Holy Prophet Muhammad,
peace and blessings be upon him, in order to Achieve Noble Character.



Sincere Advice from a Believer

Chapter 36 - Yaseen, Verses 20-27
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“And there came from the farthest end of the city a man, running. He said,
"O my people, follow the messengers.”

Follow those who do not ask of you [any] payment, and they are [rightly]
guided.

And why should | not worship He who created me and to whom you will be
returned?

Should | take other than Him [false] deities [while], if the Most Merciful
intends for me some adversity, their intercession will not avail me at all, nor
can they save me?

Indeed, | would then be in manifest error.
Indeed, | have believed in your Lord, so listen to me.”
It was said, "Enter Paradise." He said, "l wish my people could know.

Of how my Lord has forgiven me and placed me among the honored.”



“And there came from the farthest end of the city a man, running. He
said, "O my people, follow the messengers.”...Ilt was said, "Enter
Paradise." He said, "l wish my people could know. Of how my Lord
has forgiven me and placed me among the honored.””

The verses indicate that the man was martyred by his people which caused
him to enter Paradise. The souls of the martyrs are like green birds that fly
wherever they wish in Paradise. This has been confirmed in a Hadith found
in Sunan Ibn Majah, number 2801. This explains how he entered Paradise
before the Day of Judgement.

These verses indicate the great sincerity the man possessed for his people
as even after they harmed him and after he was experiencing the bliss of
Paradise he still remembered his people and hoped for their guidance.

In a Hadith found in Sahih Muslim number 196, the Holy Prophet
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, advised that Islam is
sincerity towards the general public. This includes desiring the best for
them at all times and showing this through one’s words and actions. It
includes advising others to do good, forbidding them from evil, to be
merciful and kind to others at all times. This can be summed up by a single
Hadith found in Sahih Muslim, number 170. It warns that one cannot be a
true believer until they love for others what they desire for themself.



Being sincere to people is so important that according to the Hadith found
in Sahih Bukhari, number 57, the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and
blessings be upon him, placed this duty next to establishing the obligatory
prayer and donating the obligatory charity. From this Hadith alone one can
understand its importance as it has been placed with two vital obligatory
duties.

It is a part of sincerity towards people that one is pleased when they are
happy and sad whenever they are grieved as long as their attitude does not
contradict the teachings of Islam. A high level of sincerity includes one
going to extreme limits to make the lives of others better, even if this puts
themself in difficulty. For example, one may sacrifice purchasing certain
things in order to donate the wealth to the needy. Desiring and striving to
always unite people on good is a part of sincerity towards others. Whereas,
dividing others is a characteristic of the Devil. Chapter 17 Al Isra, verse 53:

“...Satan certainly seeks to sow discord among them...”

One way of uniting people is to veil the faults of others and advise them
privately against sins. The one who acts in this way will have their sins
veiled by Allah, the Exalted. This is confirmed in a Hadith found in Jami At
Tirmidhi, number 1426. Whenever possible one should advise and teach
the aspects of religion and the important aspects of the world to others so
that both their worldly and religious lives improve. A proof of one’s sincerity
to others is that they support them in their absence for example, from the
slander of others. Turning away from others and only worrying about
oneself is not the attitude of a muslim. In fact, this is how most animals



behave. Even if one cannot change the whole society they can still be
sincere in helping those in their life, such as their relatives and friends.
Simply put, one must treat others how they desire people to treat them.
Chapter 28 Al Qasas, verse 77:

“...And do good as Allah has done good to you...”



“And there came from the farthest end of the city a man, running. He
said, "O my people, follow the messengers...and they are [rightly]
guided.””

The purpose of sending Holy Prophets, peace be upon them, is for them to
be sincerely obeyed and followed. In a Hadith found in Sahih Muslim
number 196, the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon
him, advised that Islam is sincerity towards the Holy Prophet Muhammad,
peace and blessings be upon him. This includes striving to acquire
knowledge in order to act on his traditions. These traditions include the
ones related to Allah, the Exalted, in the form of worship, and his blessed
noble character towards the creation. Chapter 68 Al Qalam, verse 4:

"And indeed, you are of a great moral character."

It includes to accept his commands and prohibitions at all times. This has
been made a duty by Allah, the Exalted. Chapter 59 Al Hashr, verse 7:

"...And whatever the Messenger has given you - take; and what he has
forbidden you - refrain from..."



Sincerity includes to give priority to his traditions over the actions of anyone
else as all paths to Allah, the Exalted, are closed except the path of the
Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him. Chapter 3
Alee Imran, verse 31:

"Say, [O Muhammad], "If you should love Allah, then follow me, [so] Allah
will love you and forgive you your sins..."

One must love all those who supported him during his life and after his
passing, whether they are from his Family or his Companions, may Allah
be pleased with them all. Supporting those who walk on his path and teach
his traditions is a duty on those who desire to be sincere to him. Sincerity
also includes loving those who love him and disliking those who criticise
him irrespective, of one’s relationship with these people. This is all
summarised in a single Hadith found in Sahih Bukhari, number 16. It
advises that a person cannot have true faith until they love Allah, the
Exalted, and the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon
him, more than the entire creation. This love must be shown through
actions not just words.



“And there came from the farthest end of the city a man, running. He
said, "O my people, follow the messengers. Follow those who do not
ask of you [any] payment.””

Those who desire to spread the word of Islam should never gain
knowledge in order to defeat others in debates nor to make others feel
unintelligent nor should one seek fame when fulfilling this duty. Otherwise,
the knowledge that was meant to bring one closer to Allah, the Exalted,
only causes them to act like a hypocrite who pretends to benefit others
while only desiring fame. Those who act in this way without sincerely
repenting have been warned of Hell. This is confirmed in a Hadith found in
Sunan lbn Majah, number 253.

Alcohol has been declared the mother of evil in a Hadith found in Sunan An
Nasai, number 5669, as it opens the door to countless other sins. Similarly,
the love for fame through spreading the word of Islam is the mother of evil
for scholars. This attitude always leads to other sins such as, lying,
backbiting, envy and hypocrisy. Because of their incorrect intention these
people will never accept the truth from another as they fear the latter will
gain more fame than them. This leads them to arguing against the truth by
twisting the verses of the Holy Quran and the Hadiths of the Holy Prophet
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, out of context. When one
fails to adhere to the etiquettes of spreading the word of Islam Allah, the
Exalted, removes the light of faith from their heart. Instead of their
knowledge leading them towards light and the pleasure of Allah, the
Exalted, it only leads them to darkness. The worse thing is that when the
outside world observes these people they may well believe that this was
the attitude of the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon
him, the Companions, may Allah be pleased with them all, and the



righteous predecessors. Spreading this false belief to others will only lead
to more difficulty for the person. This is one of the reasons why the Holy
Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, once warned in a
Hadith found in Sunan Ibn Majah, number 256, that the worse parts of Hell
will be reserved for those who used their knowledge of the Holy Quran for
the sake of fame.

Unfortunately, some people seek compensation for their deeds from others
whereas the Holy Prophets, peace be upon them, and the righteous never
demanded compensation from people. They only desired to please Allah,
the Exalted, and hoped in reward from Him alone. Chapter 26 Ash Shu’ara,
verse 164

“And | do not ask you for it any payment. My payment is only from the Lord
of the worlds.”

One must always aim to please Allah, the Exalted. This intention alone will
determine whether they receive reward or not from Allah, the Exalted. This
has been confirmed in a Hadith found in Sahih Bukhari, number 1.

In fact, the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him,
once described the judgment of a person who dedicated his life to gaining
and spreading knowledge in a Hadith found in Sahih Muslim, number 4923.
As he desired compensation from people in the form of fame Allah, the



Exalted, will declare that there is no reward for him in the hereafter
because of his bad intention. The man will then be hurled into Hell.

Unfortunately, some not only intend for material benefit but
also purposely offer advice which pleases people and withhold
the advice which would displease them even though it is the
truth. This is not considered spreading the word of Islam and
will only lead to the wrath of Allah, the Exalted.



“And there came from the farthest end of the city a man, running. He
said, "O my people, follow the messengers. Follow those who do not
ask of you [any] payment.””

Many people have come and gone who have stood up for some sort of
cause whether it was to do with women's rights, human rights, the poor, or
something else, yet only a small per cent of these people had a positive
Impact on society. The majority had no positive effect and instead became
footnotes in history. One of the reasons for this is a lack of sincerity. If one
turns the pages of history they will observe that those who acted with the
correct intention meaning, to truly benefit society without any ulterior
motives were granted success even if they were not muslims. Benefit to
others is something Allah, the Exalted, loves and He therefore grants
success to all those who sincerely strive for this end.

Those who did not achieve a positive effect on society lacked this good
intention as they desired something else, such as fame. In most cases their
bad intention is quite evident as their words and actions clearly contradict
each other. For example, some claim to stand up for the rights of women
then happily take part in advertising campaigns which show women to be
nothing except ornaments to be gawked at. If their actions supported their
claims they would have instead taught the advertising companies that a
woman's intelligence, good character and inner strength are what should
be displayed to the world through their advertising campaigns.

Many of these people who claim to stand up for different causes are in a
position of political and social influence and they possess much wealth yet,



their positive influence on society is minimal and very short lived. On the
other hand, those who may not have possessed such influence changed
the attitude of millions through their sincerity. They only desired to benefit
society; they did not seek anything else. Because of their sincerity their
positive influence and remembrance endured long after they departed this
world whereas, those whose intention was corrupt were quickly forgotten
even while they were still alive.

So if one desires to succeed in the material world or more importantly in
matters of faith they should strive to correct their intention. It is why the
Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, advised that
Allah, the Exalted, judges people based on their intention. This is confirmed
in a Hadith found in Sahih Bukhari, number 1.



“And there came from the farthest end of the city a man, running. He
said, "O my people, follow the messengers. Follow those who do not
ask of you [any] payment.””

In a Hadith found in Jami At Tirmidhi, number 3154, the Holy Prophet
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, warned that those who
perform deeds for the sake of people, such as showing off, instead of doing
them for the pleasure of Allah, the Exalted, will be told to gain their reward
on Judgment Day from the people they acted for which in reality is not
possible to do.

It is important to understand that the foundation of all deeds and even Islam
itself is one’s intention. It is the very thing which Allah, the Exalted, judges
people on according to a Hadith found in Sahih Bukhari, number 1. A
muslim should ensure they perform all religious and useful worldly actions
for the sake of Allah, the Exalted, so that they gain reward from Him in both
worlds. A sign of this correct mentality is that this person neither expects
nor desires people to appreciate or show gratitude to them for the deeds
they perform. If one desires this then it indicates their incorrect intention.

In addition, acting with the correct intention prevents sadness and
bitterness as the one who acts for the sake of people will eventually
encounter ungrateful people who will make them annoyed and bitter as
they feel they wasted their effort and time. Unfortunately, this is seen in
parents and relatives as they often fulfill their duties towards their children
and relatives for their sake instead of for the pleasure of Allah, the Exalted.
But the one who acts for the sake of Allah, the exalted, will fulfill all their



duties towards others such as their children and never become bitter or
enraged when they fail to show gratitude towards them. This attitude leads
to peace of mind and general happiness as they know Allah, the Exalted, is
fully aware of their righteous deed and will reward them for it. This is the
way all muslims must act otherwise they may well be left empty handed on
the Day of Judgment.



“And there came from the farthest end of the city a man, running. He
said, "O my people, follow the messengers...And why should | not
worship He who created me...””

Allah, the Exalted, is Al Khaligq, which means the Creator, Al Baari which
means the Maker and Al Musawwir which means the Fashioner.

The Creator is the One who brings something into existence. In reality,
there is no Creator except Allah, the Exalted, as He is the only One who
creates without any aid from another. On other hand, an inventor only
invents things through the aid of Allah, the Exalted. Chapter 37 As Saffat,
verse 96:

“While Allah created you and that which you do?"

The Maker is the One who arranges all of the creation and prepares them
for receiving the forms He has chosen for them which is linked to the next
divine name mentioned earlier namely, the Fashioner.

The Creator makes things manifest. The Maker chooses their shape,
appearance, and time of creation. The Fashioner fashions the creation
according to His divine will.



After understanding these divine names a muslim must trust Allah, the
Exalted, in all situations. If Allah, the Exalted, created and manages the
entire universe He is more than capable in sorting out a person's problems.
In addition, these names indicate that Allah, the Exalted, is the One who
creates and chooses all things. So a muslim should not challenge the
choice of Allah, the Exalted, as this leads to nothing except disappointment.
It is therefore better to submit obediently and patiently await relief knowing
that Allah, the Exalted, only decrees the best for His servants even if this
wisdom is not obvious to them. As a muslim is short sighted it is better to
trust in the Creator whose wisdom has no limits. Chapter 2 Al Bagarah,
verse 216:

“...But perhaps you hate a thing and it is good for you; and perhaps you
love a thing and it is bad for you. And Allah knows, while you know not.”



“And there came from the farthest end of the city a man, running. He
said, "O my people, follow the messengers...And why should | not
worship He who created me...””

The Holy Quran clearly declared the purpose of mankind in chapter 51 Adh
Dhariyat, verse 56:

“And | did not create the jinn and mankind except to worship Me.”

Before one can worship Allah, the Exalted, they must first recognise Him as
it is not possible to obey someone without knowledge. In addition, people
must first learn how to worship Allah, the Exalted, before they can fulfil this
task. Therefore, worship is followed by knowledge. This is why in a Hadith
found in Sunan Ibn Majah, number 224, the Holy Prophet Muhammad,
peace and blessings be upon him, declared seeking useful knowledge a
duty on all muslims. Without knowledge one will never be able to worship
Allah, the Exalted, correctly. Few good deeds performed with knowledge
are far superior to many good deeds performed incorrectly because of
ignorance.

As Allah, the Exalted, is the One who created mankind no one has the right
to be served and worshipped except Him. If an employer easily dismisses
their employee for abandoning the duty they have been hired for, how can
it be correct to abandon serving and worshipping Allah, the Exalted, when



He alone created and sustains the creation? All of mankind have been
granted free will and the ability to obey and worship Allah, the Exalted. So
each person must decide whether they desire to fulfil their purpose of
creation thereby receiving eternal reward or reject it and face punishment in
both worlds. The same way a device, such as a mobile phone, which does
not fulfil its primary purpose is discarded people may well be discarded on
the Day of Judgement into Hell for failing to fulfil their primary purpose of
existence.

It is important to note, that worship refers to the obedience of Allah, the
Exalted. This involves fulfilling His commands, refraining from His
prohibitions and facing destiny with patience according to the traditions of
the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him. This
obedience must encompass every part of one’s life and body, such as their
tongue. It includes a person’s duty towards Allah, the Exalted, such as
offering the prayer and treating the creation with kindness.

Those who obey Allah, the Exalted, will be given the best rewards while
those who disobey Him will receive the worst punishment in this world and
the next. In a divine Hadith found in Jami At Tirmidhi, number 2466, the
Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, narrates from
Allah, the Exalted, who declares that if one busies themself in worshipping
Him, through sincere obedience, He will fill their heart with richness and
remove their poverty. But if they turn away from His worship and obedience
Allah, the Exalted, will fill their life with problems and not remove their
poverty.



It is important to note, that Allah, the Exalted, does not need the creation in
anyway whatsoever. As clearly mentioned in a Hadith found in Sahih
Muslim, number 6572, people only benefit themselves with their good
deeds as it raises their ranks. And they only harm themselves with their
sins as they will be held accountable for them. The infinite status of Allah,
the Exalted, does not change at all irrespective of if the entire creation
worshipped Him or not. Allah, the Exalted, is the sole Creator and sole
Provider. It is people who are completely and utterly in need of Him.
Whoever understands this and sincerely obeys Allah, the Exalted, will fulfil
the purpose of their creation and will therefore be given an eternal reward.



“And there came from the farthest end of the city a man, running.
He said, "O my people, follow the messengers...And why should |
not worship He who created me and to whom you will be
returned?””

The trumpet blast will lead to the death of the creation. This has been
confirmed in a Hadith found in Sahih Muslim, number 7381. The
important thing to learn is that this is a call which no one can or will
reject responding to. It will lead to the resurrection and final judgment.
Therefore, muslims should respond to the call of Allah, the Exalted,
through the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon
him, through sincere obedience by fulfilling the commands of Allah, the
Exalted, refraining from His prohibitions and by facing destiny with
patience according to the traditions of the Holy Prophet Muhammad,
peace and blessings be upon him. Chapter 8 An Anfal, verse 24

“O you who have believed, respond to Allah and to the Messenger when
he calls you to that which gives you life...”

Whoever responds to this call in this world will find the final call easy to
endure and respond to. Whereas, the one who lives heedless to the call
of Allah, the Exalted, in this world will not find peace in it and they will be
forced to answer the call of the trumpet which will be a great burden for
them to endure and respond to. A person can only ignore the call of
Allah, the Exalted, for so long as the final call will occur, sooner or later,
and no one will be able to avoid or ignore it. If this is inevitable it makes
sense that one respond to it now, today, instead of living in
heedlessness. If one hears the trumpet blast while heedless no action or



regret will benefit them and what comes after for this person will be even
more terrifying.



“And there came from the farthest end of the city a man, running.
He said, "O my people, follow the messengers...And why should |
not worship He who created me and to whom you will be
returned?””

In a Hadith found in Sahih Muslim, number 7232, the Holy Prophet
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, advised that people will
be resurrected on Judgment Day in the same state they died on Earth.

This means that if a person dies on good they will be resurrected on
good. But if they die on evil they will be raised in an evil way.

A muslim should not live in heedlessness by believing just because they
have faith in Islam it guarantees they will die and therefore be raised in a
good state on Judgment Day. If they persist on the disobedience of
Allah, the Exalted, and then die in this state without sincerely repenting
then they will be raised in an evil way. It does not take a scholar to
determine what will happen to this person on Judgment Day.

From this Hadith one can understand that the way they will die will be in
the same state they have lived. Meaning, if they lived in the obedience of
Allah, the Exalted, by sincerely fulfilling His commands, refraining from
His prohibitions and by facing destiny with patience according to the
traditions of the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon
him, then they will die in a good state and therefore be raised in a good
state which includes being raised with the righteous as they practically



followed in their footsteps. This has been indicated in a Hadith found in
Sahih Bukhari, number 3688.

A muslim should therefore not walk the path to Hell by disobeying Allah,
the Exalted, and believe that they will somehow be raised with the pious
and end up in Paradise.



“And there came from the farthest end of the city a man, running. He
said, "O my people, follow the messengers...And why should | not
worship He who created me and to whom you will be returned?””

One must prepare for their final return by using the blessings they have
been granted in ways pleasing to Allah, the Exalted.

In reality, in most cases nothing in this material world in itself is good or
bad, such as wealth. What makes a thing good or bad is the way it is used.
It is important to understand that the very purpose of everything which was
created by Allah, the Exalted, was for it to be used correctly according to
the teachings of Islam. When something is not used correctly it in reality
becomes useless. For example, wealth is useful in both worlds when it is
used correctly such as being spent on the necessities of a person and their
dependents. But it can become useless and even a curse for its bearer if it
IS not used correctly, such as being hoarded or spent on sinful things.
Simply hoarding wealth causes wealth to lose value. How can paper and
metal coins one tucks away be useful? In this respect, there is no
difference between a blank piece of paper and a note of money. It is only
useful when it is used correctly.

So if a Muslim desires all their worldly possessions to become a blessing
for them in both worlds all they have to do is use them correctly according
to the teachings found in the Holy Quran and the traditions of the Holy
Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him. But if they use
them incorrectly then the same blessing will become a burden and curse
for them in both worlds. It is as simple as that.



“And there came from the farthest end of the city a man, running.
He said, "O my people, follow the messengers...And why should |
not worship He who created me and to whom you will be
returned?””

One must prepare for their final return by using the blessings they have
been granted in ways pleasing to Allah, the Exalted. One can adopt the
correct attitude when they understand the purpose of these blessings.

Every worldly blessing a Muslim possesses is only a means which
should aid them in reaching the hereafter safely. It is not an end in itself.
For example, wealth is a means one should use in order to obey Allah,
the Exalted, by fulfilling the commands of Allah, the Exalted, fulfilling
their necessities and the necessities of their dependents. It is not an end
or an ultimate goal in itself.

This not only aids a Muslim in maintaining their focus on the hereafter
but it also aids them whenever they lose worldly blessings. When a
Muslim treats each worldly blessing, such as a child, as a means to
please Allah, the Exalted, and reach the hereafter safely then losing it
will not have such a detrimental impact on them. They may become sad,
which is an acceptable emotion, but they will not become grieved which
leads to impatience and other mental problems, such as depression.
This is because they firmly believe the worldly blessing they possessed
was only a means so losing it does not cause a loss in the ultimate goal
namely, Paradise, the loss of which is disastrous. Therefore, still
possessing and concentrating on the ultimate goal will prevent them
from becoming grieved.



In addition, they will understand that just like the thing they lost was only
a means they firmly believe they will be provided with another means to
reach and fulfil their ultimate goal by Allah, the Exalted. This will also
prevent them from grieving. Whereas, the one who believes their worldly
blessing is the end instead of a means will experience severe grief when
losing it as their whole purpose and objective has been lost. This grief
will lead to depression and other mental issues.

To conclude, Muslims should treat each blessing they possess as a
means to reach the hereafter safely not as an end in itself. This is how
one can possess things without being possessed by them. This is how
they can keep worldly things in their hands and not in their hearts.



“And there came from the farthest end of the city a man, running.
He said, "O my people, follow the messengers...Should | take other
than Him [false] deities [while], if the Most Merciful intends for me

some adversity, their intercession will not avail me at all, nor can

they save me?” Indeed, | would then be in manifest error.”

An idol which is created by a person cannot be a God. In fact, the
person who created it has a higher status than it. If one claims the spirit
of their God enters the idol after its manufacture then this would mean
their God is completely dependent on people to create a body for it. A
true God is not dependent on another in fact, everyone else is
dependent on it. In addition, the fact that an idol does not possess any
senses proves that it cannot benefit itself or others. Therefore, it is not
worthy of being worshipped as the very purpose of worship is to gain
benefit from the one being worshipped.

The Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him,
indicated the infinite and absolute power and authority of Allah, the
Exalted, in a Hadith found in Jami At Tirmidhi, number 2516. This Hadith
advises that the entire creation cannot benefit a person if Allah, the
Exalted, did not desire them to do so. Similarly, the entire creation
together could not harm someone if Allah, the Exalted, did not desire
them to. This means only what Allah, the Exalted, decides happens
within the universe. It is important to note, that this advice does not
indicate one should abandon using means, such as medicine, but it
means that one can use the means as they have been created by none
other than Allah, the Exalted, but they must understand that Allah, the
Exalted, is the only One who decides the outcome of all things. For
example, they are many sick people who take medicine and recover
from their illness. But they are others who take medicine and do not
recover. This indicates that another factor decides the end result
namely, the will of Allah, the Exalted. Chapter 9 At Tawbah, verse 51.:



“Say, "Never will we be struck except by what Allah has decreed for
us...”

The one who understands this knows that anything that affected them
could not have been avoided. And those things which missed them
could never have been obtained.

It is important to note, that whatever the end result even if it is against a
person's desire they should remain patient and truly believe Allah, the
Exalted, has chosen the best for them even if they do not observe the
wisdom behind the outcome. Chapter 2 Al Bagarah, verse 216:

“...But perhaps you hate a thing and it is good for you, and perhaps you
love a thing and it is bad for you. And Allah knows, while you know not.”

When one truly understands this truth they stop relying on the creation
knowing they cannot innately harm or benefit them. Instead, they turn to
Allah, the Exalted, seeking His support and protection through sincere
obedience by fulfilling His commands, refraining from His prohibitions
and by facing destiny with patience. This leads a muslim to trusting in
Allah, the Exalted. It also encourages one to only fear Allah, the Exalted,
as they know the creation cannot harm them without the will of Allah, the
Exalted.



Recognising that all things which occur within one’s life and the universe
originate from Allah, the Exalted, is a part of understanding the Oneness
of Allah, the Exalted. This is a topic which has no end and goes beyond
only superficially believing that there is none worthy of worship except
Allah, the Exalted. When this is fixed in one's heart then they only hope
in Allah, the Exalted, knowing He is the only One who can help them.
They will only submit and obey Allah, the Exalted, in all aspects of their
life. In reality, a person only obeys another in order to receive protection
from harm or gain some benefit. Only Allah, the Exalted, can grant this
therefore only He deserves to be obeyed and worshipped. If anyone
chooses the obedience of another over the obedience of Allah, the
Exalted, this shows they believe that this other can bring them some sort
of benefit or protect them from harm. This is a sign of the weakness of
their faith. The source of all things which occur is Allah, the Exalted, so
muslims should only obey Him. Chapter 35 Fatir, verse 2:

“Whatever Allah grants to people of mercy - none can withhold it; and
whatever He withholds - none can release it thereafter...”

It is important to note, that obeying a person which encourages the
obedience of Allah, the Exalted, in reality is obeying Allah, the Exalted.
For example, obeying the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and
blessings be upon him. Chapter 4 An Nisa, verse 80:

“He who obeys the Messenger has obeyed Allah...”



“And there came from the farthest end of the city a man, running.
He said, "O my people, follow the messengers...Indeed, | have
believed in your Lord, so listen to me."”

True belief involves sincerity. In a Hadith found in Sahih Muslim number
196, the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him,
advised that Islam is sincerity towards Allah, the Exalted.

Sincerity towards Allah, the Exalted, includes fulfilling all the duties given
by Him in the form of commands and prohibitions, solely for His
pleasure. As confirmed in a Hadith found in Sahih Bukhari, number 1, all
will be judged by their intention. So if one is not sincere towards Allah,
the Exalted, when performing good deeds they will gain no reward in this
world or in the next. In fact, according to a Hadith found in Jami At
Tirmidhi, number 3154, those who performed insincere deeds will be told
on Judgement Day to seek their reward from those who they acted for,
which will not be possible. Chapter 98 Al Bayyinah, verse 5.

"And they were not commanded except to worship Allah, [being] sincere
to Him in religion....."

If one is lax in fulfilling their duties towards Allah, the Exalted, it proves a
lack of sincerity. Therefore, they should sincerely repent and struggle to
fulfil them all. It is important to bear in mind Allah, the Exalted, never
burdens one with duties they cannot perform or handle. Chapter 2 Al
Bagarah, verse 286.



"Allah does not charge a soul except [with that within] its capacity...."

Being sincere towards Allah, the Exalted, means that one should always
choose His pleasure over the pleasure of themself and others. A Muslim
should always give priority to those actions which are for the sake of
Allah, the Exalted, over all else. One should love others and dislike their
sins for the sake of Allah, the Exalted, and not for the sake of their own
desires. When they help others or refuse to take part in sins it should be
for the sake of Allah, the Exalted. The one who adopts this mentality has
perfected their faith. This is confirmed in a Hadith found in Sunan Abu
Dawud, number 4681.



“And there came from the farthest end of the city a man, running.
He said, "O my people, follow the messengers...Indeed, | have
believed in your Lord, so listen to me."”

In a Hadith found in Sahih Bukhari, number 2686, the Holy Prophet
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, warned that failing to
fulfill the important duty of commanding good and forbidding evil can be
understood with the example of a boat with two levels full of people. The
people on the lower level keep disturbing the people on the upper level
whenever they desire to access water. So they decide to drill a hole in
the lower level so that they can access water directly. If the people on
the upper level fail to stop them they will all surely drown.

It is important for muslims to never give up commanding good and
forbidding evil according to their knowledge in a gentle way. A muslim
should never believe that as long as they obey Allah, the Exalted, other
misguided people will not be able to affect them in a negative way. A
good apple will eventually get affected when placed with rotten apples.
Similarly, the muslim who fails to command others to do good will
eventually be effected by their negative behavior whether it is subtle or
apparent. Even if the wider society has become heedless one should
never give up advising their dependents such as their family as not only
will their negative behavior affect them more but this is a duty on all
muslims according to a Hadith found in Sunan Abu Dawud, number
2928. Even if a muslim is ignored by others they should discharge their
duty by persistently advising them in a gentle way which is supported by
strong evidence and knowledge. Only in this way will they be protected
from their negative effects and pardoned on the Day of Judgment. But if
they only care about themself and ignore the actions of others it is
feared that the negative effects of others may well lead to their eventual
misguidance.



“And there came from the farthest end of the city a man, running.
He said, "O my people, follow the messengers...Indeed, | have
believed in your Lord, so listen to me."”

In a Hadith found in Sahih Bukhari, number 3267, the Holy Prophet
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, warned that the one
who contradicts their own advice when commanding good and
forbidding evil will be punished in Hell.

Instead of following in the footsteps of the righteous predecessors by
advising only for the sake of Allah, the Exalted, many people advise for
other reasons, such as to gain popularity and worldly things. For
example, some scholars often strive to be in the spotlight of gatherings
and events and are not pleased with a seat which is to one side as they
desire a central seat. When their intention became like this Allah, the
Exalted, removed the positive effect of their advice and thus they now
have little positive influence over their listeners. They should have
shown a practical example instead of saying one thing and doing
another. This caused their advice to become ineffective.

Muslims should strive to always act on their own advice before
commanding others to do so as behaving in this manner is hated by
Allah, the Exalted. Chapter 61 As Saf, verse 3:

“Greatly hateful in the sight of Allah is that you say what you do not do.”



This does not mean one must become perfect before advising others as
this is not possible. Instead, they should correct their intention and prove
this through their actions by striving to act on their own advice before
advising others. Only with this attitude will they avoid the punishment
mentioned in this Hadith. The failure in acting on this principle has
caused the advice of muslims to become ineffective even though the
number of advisers has dramatically increased over the years.



“And there came from the farthest end of the city a man, running.
He said, "O my people, follow the messengers...Indeed, | have
believed in your Lord, so listen to me." It was said, "Enter
Paradise." He said, "l wish my people could know. Of how my Lord
has forgiven me...””

The verses indicate that the man was martyred by his people which
caused him to enter Paradise. The souls of the martyrs are like green
birds that fly wherever they wish in Paradise. This has been confirmed in
a Hadith found in Sunan Ibn Majah, number 2801. This explains how he
entered Paradise before the Day of Judgement.

Allah, the Exalted, conceals and covers the faults of His repentant
servants without punishing them or holding it against them in anyway.

A muslim should therefore never lose hope in the mercy of Allah, the
Exalted, as this leads to unbelief. Chapter 12 Yusuf, verse 87:

“...and despair not of relief from Allah. Indeed, no one despairs of relief
from Allah except the disbelieving people.”

A muslim should understand that the forgiveness of Allah, the Exalted, is
unlimited while their sins will always be limited. The limited can never
overcome the unlimited. But it is important to note this applies to the one



who repents sincerely not the person who continues sinning believing
they will be forgiven. This is merely wishful thinking not true hope in the
forgiveness of Allah, the Exalted. Sincere repentance involves feeling
remorse, seeking forgiveness from Allah, the Exalted, and if necessary
from people, sincerely promising to refrain from the same or similar sin
again and making up for any rights which have been violated in respect
to Allah, the Exalted, and people.

Muslims should act on this blessed divine name by overlooking and
forgiving the mistakes of others. It is logical to understand that if one
desires the forgiveness of Allah, the Exalted, they should learn to forgive
others. Chapter 24 An Nur, verse 22:

“...and let them pardon and overlook. Would you not like that Allah
should forgive you? And Allah is Forgiving and Merciful.”



“And there came from the farthest end of the city a man, running.
He said, "O my people, follow the messengers...Indeed, | have
believed in your Lord, so listen to me." It was said, "Enter
Paradise." He said, "l wish my people could know. Of how my Lord
has...placed me among the honored."”

The verses indicate that the man was martyred by his people which
caused him to enter Paradise. The souls of the martyrs are like green
birds that fly wherever they wish in Paradise. This has been confirmed in
a Hadith found in Sunan Ibn Majah, number 2801. This explains how he
entered Paradise before the Day of Judgement.

Every muslim openly declares that they desire the companionship of the
Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, the other
Holy Prophets, peace be upon him them, and the Companions, may
Allah be pleased with them, in the hereafter. They often quote the Hadith
found in Sahih Bukhari, number 3688, which advises that a person will
be with those they love in the hereafter. And because of this they openly
declare their love for these righteous servants of Allah, the Exalted. But
it is strange how they desire this outcome and claim love for the Holy
Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, yet they barely
know him as they are too busy to study his life, character and teachings.
This is foolish as how can one truly love someone they do not even
know?

In addition, when these people are asked for proof of their love for the
Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, on
Judgment Day what will they say? What will they present? The proof of
this declaration is studying and acting on the life, character and



teachings of the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be
upon him. A declaration without this evidence will not be accepted by
Allah, the Exalted. This is quite obvious as no one understood Islam
better than the Companions, may Allah be pleased with them, did and
this was not their attitude. They declared love for the Holy Prophet
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, and supported their
claim through actions by following in his footsteps. This is why they will
be with him in the hereatfter.

Those who believe love is in the heart and does not require it to be
shown through actions is as foolish as the student who hands back a
blank exam paper to their teacher claiming that knowledge is in their
mind so they do not need to practically write it down on paper and then
still expects to pass.

The one who behaves in such a manner does not love the righteous
servants of Allah, the Exalted, only their own desires and they have
undoubtedly been fooled by the Deuvil.

Finally, it is important to note that members of other religions also claim
love for their Holy Prophets, peace be upon them. But as they failed to
follow in their footsteps and act on their teachings they will certainly not
be with them on Judgment Day. This is quite obvious if one ponders
over this fact for a moment.



“And there came from the farthest end of the city a man, running.
He said, "O my people, follow the messengers...Indeed, | have
believed in your Lord, so listen to me." It was said, "Enter
Paradise." He said, "l wish my people could know. Of how my Lord
has...placed me among the honored."”

The verses indicate that the man was martyred by his people which
caused him to enter Paradise. The souls of the martyrs are like green
birds that fly wherever they wish in Paradise. This has been confirmed in
a Hadith found in Sunan Ibn Majah, number 2801. This explains how he
entered Paradise before the Day of Judgement.

It is important to note, that one will only enter Paradise through the
mercy of Allah, the Exalted. This has been confirmed in a Hadith found
in Sahih Bukhari, number 5673. This is because every righteous deed is
only possible through the mercy of Allah, the Exalted, in the form of
knowledge, inspiration, strength and opportunity to do the deed. This
understanding prevents one from adopting pride which is vital to avoid
as only an atom’s worth of pride is needed to take a person to Hell. This
has been warned in a Hadith found in Sahih Muslim, number 267.

In addition, a muslim must understand that this mercy of Allah, the
Exalted, in the form of righteous deeds is in reality a light which one
must gather in this world if they desire to obtain a guiding light in the
hereafter. If a muslim lives in heedlessness and refrains from gathering
this light in the world by fulfilling the commands of Allah, the Exalted,
refraining from His prohibitions and by facing destiny with patience then
how can they expect to receive this guiding light in the hereafter?



All muslims desire to inhabit Paradise with the greatest servants of Allah,
the Exalted, such as the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings
be upon him. But it is important to understand that simply wishing for this
without action will not make it come true otherwise the Companions,
may Allah be pleased with them, would have done this. Simply put, the
more one strives in learning and acting on the traditions of the Holy
Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, the closer they
will be to him in the hereafter.

The greatest blessing of Paradise is physically observing Allah, the
Exalted, which is discussed in a Hadith found in Sahih Bukhari, number
7436. If a muslim desires to obtain this unimaginable blessing they must
practically strive to achieve the level of excellence mentioned in a Hadith
found in Sahih Muslim, number 99. This is when one performs actions,
such as the prayer, as if they can observe Allah, the Exalted,
overlooking them. This attitude ensures one's persistent and sincere
obedience to Allah, the Exalted. It is hoped that the one who strives for
this level of faith will receive the blessing of physically observing Allah,
the Exalted, in the hereatter.



“And there came from the farthest end of the city a man, running.
He said, "O my people, follow the messengers...Indeed, | have
believed in your Lord, so listen to me." It was said, "Enter
Paradise." He said, "l wish my people could know. Of how my Lord
has forgiven me and placed me among the honored."”

The verses indicate that the man was martyred by his people which
caused him to enter Paradise. The souls of the martyrs are like green
birds that fly wherever they wish in Paradise. This has been confirmed in
a Hadith found in Sunan Ibn Majah, number 2801. This explains how he
entered Paradise before the Day of Judgement.

The Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, once
advised in a Hadith found in Sahih Bukhari, number 13, that a person
cannot become a true believer until they love for others what they love
for themself.

This does not mean a muslim will lose their faith if they fail to adopt this
characteristic. It means that a muslim’s faith will not be complete until
they act on this advice. This Hadith also indicates that a muslim will not
perfect their faith until they also dislike for others what they dislike for
themself. This is supported by another Hadith found in Sahih Muslim,
number 6586. It advises that the muslim nation is like one body. If one
part of the body is in pain the rest of the body shares the pain. This
mutual feeling includes loving and hating for others what one loves and
hates for themself.



A muslim can only achieve this status when their heart is free from evil
traits, such as envy. These evil traits will always cause one to desire
better for themself. So in reality, this Hadith is an indication that one
should purify their heart by adopting good characteristics, such as being
forgiving, and eliminate evil traits, such as envy. This is only possible
through learning and acting on the teachings of the Holy Quran and the
traditions of the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon
him.

It is important for muslims to understand that desiring good for others will
cause them to lose out on good things. The treasury of Allah, the
Exalted, has no limits so there is no need to adopt a selfish and greedy
mentality.

Desiring good for others includes striving to aid others in anyway one
can, such as financial or emotional support, in the same way a person
would desire others to aid them in their moment of need. Therefore, this
love must be shown through actions not just words. Even when a muslim
forbids evil and offers advice which contradicts the desire of others they
should do so gently just like they would want others to advise them
kindly.

As mentioned earlier, the main Hadith under discussion indicates the
importance of eliminating all bad characteristics which contradict mutual
love and care, such as envy. Envy is when a person desires to possess
a specific blessing which is only obtainable when it is taken away from
someone else. This attitude is a direct challenge to the distribution of
blessings chosen by Allah, the Exalted. This is why it is a major sin and
leads to the destruction of the envier's good deeds. This has been



warned in a Hadith found in Sunan Abu Dawud, number 4903. If a
Muslim must desire the lawful things others possess they should wish
and supplicate to Allah, the Exalted, to grant them the same or similar
thing without the other person losing the blessing. This type of jealousy
Is lawful and is praiseworthy in aspects of religion. This has been
advised in a Hadith found in Sahih Muslim, number 1896. The Holy
Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, advised that
muslims should only be jealous of a wealthy person who uses their
wealth correctly. And be jealous of a knowledgeable person who uses
their knowledge to benefit themself and others.

A Muslim should not only love for others to obtain lawful worldly
blessings but also for them to gain religious blessings in both worlds. In
fact, when one wishes this for others it encourages them to strive harder
in the obedience of Allah, the Exalted, by fulfilling His commands,
refraining from His prohibitions and by facing destiny with patience. This
type of healthy competition is welcomed in Islam. Chapter 83 Al
Mutaffifin, verse 26:

“...So for this let the competitors compete.”

This encouragement will also inspire a muslim to assess themself in
order to find and eliminate any faults in their character. When these two
elements combine meaning, striving in sincere obedience to Allah, the
Exalted, and purifying one's character, it leads to success in both worlds.



A Muslim must therefore not only claim to love for others what they
desire for themself verbally but show it through their actions. It is hoped
that the one who is concerned for others in this way will receive the
concern of Allah, the Exalted, in both worlds. This has been indicated in
a Hadith found in Jami At Tirmidhi, number 1930.
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