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Introduction

The following short book discusses the different Types of Muslims and
their destination. This discussion is based on Chapter 35 Fatir, Verses
31-35 of the Holy Quran:

“‘And that which We have revealed to you of the Book is the truth,
confirming what was before it. Indeed Allah, of His servants, is Aware
and Seeing. Then We caused to inherit the Book those We have chosen
of Our servants; and among them is he who wrongs himself [sins], and
among them is he who is moderate, and among them is he who is
foremost in good deeds by permission of Allah. That is what is the great
bounty. [For them are] gardens of perpetual residence which they will
enter. They will be adorned therein with bracelets of gold and peatrls,
and their garments therein will be silk. And they will say, "Praise to Allah,
who has removed from us [all] sorrow. Indeed, our Lord is Forgiving and
Appreciative. He who has settled us in the home of duration [i.e.,
Paradise] out of His bounty. There touches us not in it any fatigue, and
there touches us not in it weariness [of mind].””

Implementing the lessons discussed will aid a Muslim to Achieve Noble
Character. According to the Hadith found in Jami At Tirmidhi, number
2003, the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him,
has advised that the heaviest thing in the Scales of Judgment Day will
be Noble Character. It is one of qualities of the Holy Prophet
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, which Allah, the Exalted,
complimented in Chapter 68 Al Qalam, Verse 4 of the Holy Quran:



“And indeed, you are of a great moral character.”

Therefore, it is a duty on all Muslims to gain and act on the teachings of
the Holy Quran and the traditions of the Holy Prophet Muhammad,
peace and blessings be upon him, in order to Achieve Noble Character.
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Chapter 35 - Fatir, Verses 31-35
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“And that which We have revealed to you of the Book is the truth,
confirming what was before it. Indeed Allah, of His servants, is Aware and
Seeing.

Then We caused to inherit the Book those We have chosen of Our
servants; and among them is he who wrongs himself [sins], and among
them is he who is moderate, and among them is he who is foremost in

good deeds by permission of Allah. That is what is the great bounty.

[For them are] gardens of perpetual residence which they will enter. They
will be adorned therein with bracelets of gold and peatrls, and their
garments therein will be silk.

And they will say, "Praise to Allah, who has removed from us [all] sorrow.
Indeed, our Lord is Forgiving and Appreciative.

He who has settled us in the home of duration [i.e., Paradise] out of His
bounty. There touches us not in it any fatigue, and there touches us not in it
weariness [of mind].””



“And that which We have revealed to you of the Book is the truth...”

This truth will only benefit the one who fulfils the rights of the Holy Quran.

In a Hadith found in Imam Munzari's, Awareness and Apprehension,
number 30, the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon
him, advised that the Holy Quran will intercede on Judgment Day. Those
who follow it during their lives on Earth will be led to Paradise on Judgment
Day. But those who neglect it during their lives on Earth will find that it
pushes them into Hell on Judgment Day.

The Holy Quran is a book of guidance. It is not merely a book of recitation.
Muslims must therefore strive to fulfill all aspects of the Holy Quran to
ensure that it guides them to success in both worlds. The first aspect is
reciting it correctly and regularly. The second aspect is to understand it.
And the final aspect is to act on its teachings according to the traditions of
the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him. Those
who behave in such a manner are the ones who are given glad tidings of
right guidance through every difficulty in this world and its intercession on
the Day of Judgment. But as warned by this Hadith the Holy Quran is only
guidance and a mercy for those who correctly act on its aspects according
to the traditions of the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be
upon him. But those who misinterpret it and instead act according to their
desires in order to gain worldly things, such as fame, will be deprived of this
right guidance and its intercession on Judgment Day. In fact, their complete
loss in both worlds will only increase until they sincerely repent. Chapter 17
Al Isra, verse 82:



“And We send down of the Quran that which is healing and mercy for the
believers, but it does not increase the wrongdoers except in loss.”

Finally, it is important to understand that even though the Holy Quran is a
cure for worldly problems a muslim should not only use it for this purpose.
Meaning, they should not only recite it in order to fix their worldly problems
thereby, treating the Holy Quran like a tool which is removed during a
difficulty and then placed back in a toolbox. The main function of the Holy
Quran is to guide one to the hereafter safely. Neglecting this main function
and only using it to fix one's worldly problems is not correct as it contradicts
the behaviour of a true muslim. It is like the one who purchases a car with
many different accessories yet, it possesses no engine. There is no doubt
that this person is simply foolish.



“And that which We have revealed to you of the Book is the truth,
confirming what was before it...”

The scholars from the people of the Book (Jews and Christians) living in
Medina were fully aware of the Holy Quran and the Holy Prophet
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, as they had been
described in their divine scriptures. Chapter 6 Al An’am, verse 20:

“Those to whom We have given the Scripture recognize it [the Holy Quran]
as they recognize their [own] sons...”

And chapter 2 Al Bagarah, verse 146:

“Those to whom We gave the Scripture know him [Prophet Muhammad,
peace be upon him] as they know their own sons...”

It is important to note, that all the Holy Prophets, peace be upon them,
came with the same religion, Islam — submission to Allah, the Exalted. The
only thing they differed in were smaller issues but their core and
fundamental teachings were one in the same. As the Holy Quran was in
harmony with the unaltered teachings of the previous divine scriptures
there was no good reason why the people of the book should have rejected



the Holy Quran and the one to whom it was given namely, the Holy Prophet
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him. In fact, it was more
appropriate for them to accept Islam as the scholars of the people of the
book possessed knowledge which allowed them to recognize the truth
easily.

In addition, the fact that the Holy Quran confirmed the unaltered teachings
of the previous divine scriptures meant that when one rejected the Holy
Quran and the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon
him, they were in essence rejecting their previous divine scriptures and
their Holy Prophets, such as the Holy Prophet Musa, peace be upon them,
also.

After all these signs verifying the Holy Quran and the Holy Prophet
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, many of the scholars of the
people of the book still concealed and misinterpreted their divine teachings
out of envy and fear of losing the social status and wealth they had
obtained as leaders of their societies.

For example, in the ninth year after the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace
and blessings be upon him, migrated to Medina a delegation visited the
Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him. This
Christian delegation did not accept Islam but agreed to a peace treaty with
the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him. When the
delegation left Medina two brothers, Abu Haritha and Kurz Bin Algama,
were riding near each other. The mule of Abu Haritha stumbled and Kurz in
frustration rebuked the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be



upon him, indirectly. Abu Haritha in response rebuked him. When Kurz
asked about his response Abu Haritha told him that the Holy Prophet
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, was undoubtedly the final
Holy Prophet, peace and blessings be upon him, they had been waiting for
and who had been described in their divine scriptures. When Kurz asked
him why he rejected Islam even though he knew it was the truth Abu
Haritha replied that he did so because of the honor, wealth and authority
their people had given them and he was afraid he would lose it all if he
accepted Islam. This has been discussed in Imam Ibn Kathir’'s, the Life of
the Prophet, Volume 4, Pages 75-76.

It is therefore vital for Muslims to avoid the excess love for wealth and
social status. In a Hadith found in Jami At Tirmidhi, number 2376, the Holy
Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, warned that
craving for wealth and status is more destructive to one's faith than the
destruction caused by two hungry wolves which are set free on a herd of
sheep.

This shows that hardly any of a Muslim’s faith remains secure if they crave
after wealth and fame in this world just as hardly any of the sheep will be
saved from two hungry wolves. So this great similitude contains a severe
warning against the evil of craving after excess wealth and social status in
the world.

The first type of craving for wealth is when one has extreme love for wealth
and strives without fatigue to acquire it through lawful means. To behave in
such a manner is not the sign of wise person as a Muslim should firmly



believe their provision is guaranteed to them and this allotment can never
change. In fact, the provision of the creation was allocated over fifty
thousand years before the creation of the Heavens and the Earth. This is
confirmed in a Hadith found in Sahih Muslim, number 6748. This person
will undoubtedly neglect their duties as they are too preoccupied with
obtaining wealth. A body which is too busy acquiring wealth will never
prepare adequately for the hereafter. In fact, this person will dedicate so
much effort to acquiring wealth that they may not even get a chance to
enjoy it. Instead, they will depart this world and leave it behind for other
people to enjoy even though they will be held accountable for it. This
person may acquire wealth lawfully but they will still not find peace of mind
as no matter how much they obtain they will only desire more. This person
is needy and therefore, a real pauper even if they possess much wealth.

The only craving which is beneficial is craving for accumulating true wealth
namely, righteous deeds in order to prepare for one's day of return.

The second type of craving for wealth is similar to the first type but in
addition to it this type of person acquires wealth through unlawful means
and fails to fulfil the rights of people, such as the obligatory charity. The
Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, has warned
against this in many Hadiths. For example, in a Hadith found in Sahih
Muslim, number 6576, he warned that this attitude destroyed the past
nations as they made unlawful things lawful, withheld the rights of others
and killed others for the sake of excess wealth. This person strives for the
wealth they are not entitled to which leads to countless major sins. When
one adopts this attitude they become intensely greedy. As warned by the
Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, in a Hadith
found in Jami At Tirmidhi, number 1961, the greedy person is far from



Allah, the Exalted, far from Paradise, far from people and close to Hell. In
fact, a Hadith found in Sunan An Nasai, number 3114, warns that extreme
greed and true faith will never combine in the heart of a true Muslim.

If a Muslim adopts this type of craving then the extreme danger of it is clear
even to an uneducated Muslim. It will destroy their faith until nothing except
a little remains just like the main Hadith under discussion warns that this
destruction to one’s faith is more severe than the destruction caused by two
hungry wolves which are let loose on a herd of sheep. This Muslim risks
losing the little faith they possess at the moment of their death, which is the
greatest loss. A person's craving for fame and status is arguably more
destructive to one's faith than craving for excess wealth. A person will often
spend their beloved wealth on obtaining fame and prestige.

It is rare for someone to obtain status and fame and still remain firm on the
correct path whereby they prioritise the hereafter over the material world. In
fact, a Hadith found in Sahih Bukhari, number 6723, warns that a person
who seeks status in society, such as leadership, will be left to deal with it
themself but if someone receives it without asking for it they will be aided
by Allah, the Exalted, in remaining obedient to Him. This is the reason the
Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, would not
appoint a person who requested to be appointed in a position of authority
or even showed desire for it. This is confirmed in a Hadith found in Sahih
Bukhari, number 6923. Another Hadith found in Sahih Bukhari, number
7148, warns that people will be keen to obtain status and authority but it will
be a great regret for them on the Day of Judgment. This is a dangerous
craving as it forces one to strive intensely to obtain it and then strive further
in order to hold on to it even if it encourages them to commit oppression
and other sins.



The worse type of craving for status is when one obtains this through
religion. The Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him,
has warned in a Hadith found in Jami At Tirmidhi, number 2654, that this
person will go to Hell.

Therefore, it is safer for a Muslim to avoid the craving for excess wealth
and high social status as they are two things which can lead to the
destruction of their faith by distracting them from preparing adequately for
the hereafter.



“ ..Indeed Allah, of His servants, is Aware...”

Allah, the Exalted, is fully aware of all things including the inner intention
and feelings of a person as well as their outward actions.

The muslim who understands this will ensure they not only perform
righteous deeds but will do so with the correct intention knowing that they
might be able to fool people but Allah, the Exalted, is fully aware of their
intention and inward state and will hold them accountable according to it.

A muslim must act on this divine name by striving to gain and act on useful
worldly and religious knowledge sincerely for the sake of Allah, the Exalted.
In addition, they must constantly supervise their inward and outward states.
Through this they will become aware of their faults and strive to rectify
them. A muslim should not live heedless to the purpose of their creation.
They should instead live in full awareness and therefore obey Allah, the
Exalted, by fulfilling His commands, refraining from His prohibitions and by
facing destiny with patience.



“...Indeed Allah, of His servants, is...Seeing.”

Nothing irrespective of its size and location is out of the reach of the divine
sight and hearing of Allah, the Exalted.

The muslim who understands this divine name will be extremely cautious in
their actions and speech. The same way one becomes vigilant over their
actions when they are in the hearing and seeing range of someone they
respect or fear a true muslim will be vigilant over their behaviour knowing
no word or action escapes Allah, the Exalted. In fact, acting in this way is
the high level of faith which has been described by the Holy Prophet
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, in a Hadith found in Sahih
Muslim, number 99. If one remains steadfast on this behaviour then they
will eventually reach excellence of faith whereby they perform acts, such as
the prayer, as if they observe Allah, the Exalted, constantly watching their
inner and outer being. This attitude will prevent sins and encourage one to
sincerely perform righteous deeds.

In addition, this divine name encourages muslims never to give up hope
whenever they face a difficulty thereby believing no one is aware or even
cares about them. Allah, the Exalted, undoubtedly hears and sees their
distress and will respond at the time which is best for His servant. Chapter
40 Ghafir, verse 60:



“And your Lord says, "Call upon Me; I will respond to you...”

A muslim should act on this divine name by using these two senses in the
way commanded by Allah, the Exalted. Meaning, one should not observe
unlawful and vain things nor should they listen to unlawful and vain things.
They should instead use them in the obedience of Allah, the Exalted. It is
important to avoid vain things as they are often the first step to the
unlawful. This is achieved by acting on the Hadith found in Sahih Bukhari,
number 6502. It advises that when one fulfils the commands of Allah, the
Exalted, in respect to the obligatory duties and then strives in voluntary
righteous deeds for the pleasure of Allah, the Exalted, He empowers their
senses such as their sight and hearing so that they only use them in
accordance to His desire and pleasure.



“Then We caused to inherit the Book those We have chosen of Our
servants...”

This verse reminds muslims of the very important position they have
been appointed to by Allah, the Exalted, namely, the ambassadors of
Islam. It is extremely important for muslims to fulfil this duty according to
their potential. The best way to achieve this is by fulfilling the commands
of Allah, the Exalted, refraining from His prohibitions and being patient
with His choices. Islam spread across the entire globe because the
righteous predecessors took this duty very seriously. When they gained
and acted on beneficial knowledge the outside world recognised the
truthfulness of Islam through their behaviour. This caused countless
people to enter the fold of Islam. Unfortunately, many muslims today
believe that showing others about Islam is merely in one's appearance,
such as growing a beard or wearing a scarf. This is only an aspect of
representing Islam. The greatest part is by adopting the characteristics
of Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him,
discussed in the Holy Quran and his traditions. Only with this attitude will
the outside world observe the true nature of Islam. A muslim should
always remember that adopting an Islamic appearance while possessing
characteristics which oppose the teachings of Islam only causes the
outside world to disrespect Islam. They will be held accountable for this
disrespect as they are the cause of it. A muslim should therefore behave
as a true ambassador of Islam by adopting the inward teachings of Islam
as well as the outer appearance of Islam.

In addition, this important position should remind muslims that they will
be held accountable and questioned whether they fulfilled this role or not
on Judgment Day. The same way a king would become angry at their
diplomat and representative if they failed to fulfil their duty so will Allah,
the Exalted, become angry with the muslim who fails to fulfill their duty
as an ambassador of Islam.



“Then We caused to inherit the Book those We have chosen of Our
servants; and among them is he who wrongs himself...”

They fail to sincerely obey and follow the Holy Quran.

In a Hadith found in Sahih Muslim number 196, the Holy Prophet
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, advised that Islam is
sincerity towards the Holy Quran.

Sincerity towards the Holy Quran includes having deep respect and love
for the words of Allah, the Exalted. This sincerity is proven when one
fulfils the three aspects of the Holy Quran. The first is to recite it correctly
and regularly. The second is to understand its teachings through a
reliable source and teacher. The final aspect is to act on the teachings of
the Holy Quran with the aim of pleasing Allah, the Exalted. The sincere
muslim gives priority to acting on its teachings over acting on their
desires which contradict the Holy Quran. Modelling one’s character on
the Holy Quran is the sign of true sincerity towards the book of Allah, the
Exalted. This is the tradition of the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and
blessings be upon him, which is confirmed in a Hadith found in Sunan
Abu Dawud, number 1342.



“Then We caused to inherit the Book those We have chosen of Our
servants; and among them is he who wrongs himself...”

In a Hadith found in Sahih Bukhari, number 2447, the Holy Prophet
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, warned that oppression
will become a darkness on the Day of Judgment.

This is vital to avoid as those who find themselves plunged in darkness
are unlikely to find their way to Paradise. Only those who will be
provided a guiding light will be able to do this successfully.

Oppression can take many forms. The first type is when one fails to fulfill
the commands of Allah, the Exalted, and refrain from His prohibitions.
Even though this has no effect on the infinite status of Allah, the Exalted,
it will cause the person to become submerged into darkness in both
worlds. According to a Hadith found in Sunan Ibn Majah, number 4244,
whenever a person commits a sin a black spot is etched on their spiritual
heart. The more they sin the more their heart will become encompassed
by darkness. This will prevent them from accepting and following true
guidance in this world which will ultimately lead to darkness in the next
world. Chapter 83 Al Mutaffifin, verse 14

“No! Rather, the stain has covered their hearts of that which they were
earning.”



The next type of oppression is when one oppresses themself by not
fulfilling the trust they have been granted by Allah, the Exalted, in the
form of their body and other worldly blessings they possess. The
greatest of which is one's faith. This must be protected and strengthened
through gaining and acting on Islamic knowledge.

The final type of oppression is when one mistreats others. Allah, the
Exalted, will not forgive these sins until the oppressor’'s victim forgives
them first. As people are not so merciful this is unlikely to happen. Then
justice will be established on Judgment Day where the oppressor’s
righteous deeds will be given to their victim and if necessary the victim’s
sins will be given to the oppressor. This may lead to the oppressor being
hurled into Hell. This has been warned in a Hadith found in Sahih
Muslim, number 6579. One should therefore treat others how they wish
to be treated by people. A muslim should avoid all forms of oppression if
they desire a guiding light in this world and in the next.



“Then We caused to inherit the Book those We have chosen of Our
servants...and among them is he who is moderate...”

This verse is connected to chapter 47 Muhammad, verse 7:

“O you who have believed, if you support Allah, He will support you and
plant firmly your feet.”

This verse means that if one aids Islam then Allah, the Exalted, will help
them in both worlds. It is strange how countless people desire the help
of Allah, the Exalted, yet do not fulfil the first part of this verse through
the sincere obedience of Allah, the Exalted, by fulfilling His commands,
refraining from His prohibitions and by facing destiny with patience. The
excuse most people give is that they do not have time to perform
righteous deeds. They desire the help of Allah, the Exalted, yet will not
make time to do the things which please Him. Does this make sense?
Those who do not fulfil the obligatory duties and then expect the aid of
Allah, the Exalted, in their moment of need are quite foolish. And those
who do fulfil the obligatory duties yet refuse to go beyond them will find
that the aid they receive is limited. How one behaves is how they are
treated. The more time and energy dedicated to Allah, the Exalted, the
more support they will receive. It really is that simple.

A muslim needs to understand that the majority of the obligatory duties,
such as the five daily prayers, only takes a small amount of time in one's
day. A muslim cannot expect to barely dedicate an hour a day to offering
the obligatory prayers and then neglect Allah, the Exalted, for the rest of



the day and still expect His continuous support through all difficulties. A
person would dislike a friend who treated them in such a manner. How
then can one treat Allah, the Exalted, the Lord of the worlds, like this
then?

Some only dedicate extra time to pleasing Allah, the Exalted, when they
encounter a worldly problem then demand Him to fix it as if they done
Allah, the Exalted, a favour by performing voluntary good deeds. This
foolish mentality clearly contradicts servanthood to Allah, the Exalted. It
is amazing how this type of person finds time to do all their other
leisurely activities, such as spending time with family and friends,
watching TV and attending social functions yet finds no time to dedicate
to pleasing Allah, the Exalted. They cannot seem to find time to recite
and adopt the teachings of the Holy Quran. They do not seem to find
time to study and act on the traditions of the Holy Prophet Muhammad,
peace and blessings be upon him. These people somehow find wealth
to spend on their unnecessary luxuries yet seem to find no wealth to
donate in voluntary charity.

It is important to understand that a muslim will be treated according to
how they behave. Meaning, if a Muslim dedicates extra time to please
Allah, the Exalted, then they will find the support they need to journey
through all difficulties safely. But if they fail to fulfil the obligatory duties
or only fulfil them without dedicating any other time to pleasing Allah, the
Exalted, then they will find a similar response from Allah, the Exalted.
Put simply, the more one gives the more they shall receive. If one does
not give much they should not expect much in return.



“Then We caused to inherit the Book those We have chosen of Our
servants...and among them is he who is moderate...”

Some muslims often claim that one’s faith and the material world need to
walk hand in hand with each other without a person being extreme in
either. It is strange how most of those who claim this and use this
statement as a way to enjoy the lawful luxuries and pleasures of this
world do not truly understand nor adhere to it. This statement is true but
applies to those worldly and religious matters which are pleasing to
Allah, the Exalted. For example, occasionally exercising in order to keep
the body healthy which is a trust given to a person. It does not mean one
can enjoy the lawful pleasures of this world in excess while neglecting
following the footsteps of the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and
blessings be upon him, by gaining and acting on Islamic knowledge
even if they fulfil the standard obligatory duties. As gaining knowledge in
itself is a duty on all muslims according to a Hadith found in Sunan lbn
Majah, number 224.

In addition, walking hand in hand would suggest that one dedicates
equal attention, effort and time to each thing. How many muslims can
honestly say that they dedicate equal effort, energy and time to the
material world and preparing for the hereafter? If they do not, and most
do not, then how exactly are they fulfilling this statement?

A muslim should not fool themself as their time on Earth is limited and
they will not be given a second chance once they depart from it.
Therefore, they should honestly strive to fulfil this statement by at least
dedicating equal time, effort and energy to both the material world and
preparing for the hereafter. It is important to note, that some would argue



that treating a temporary abode and an everlasting abode equal is not
wise.



“Then We caused to inherit the Book those We have chosen of Our
servants...and among them is he who is foremost in good deeds by
permission of Allah...”

In a Hadith found in Sunan Ibn Majah, number 4119, the Holy Prophet
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, advised that the best
people are those who remind others of Allah, the Exalted, when they are
observed.

This does not refer to those who adopt an Islamic outward appearance,
such as growing a beard or wearing a scarf, as many of these people do
not remind others of Allah, the Exalted, at all. This Hadith refers to those
who learn and act on Islamic knowledge so that they sincerely obey
Allah, the Exalted, by fulfilling His commands, refraining from His
prohibitions and by facing destiny with patience according to traditions of
the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him. This
leads to the purification of one's heart which leads to the purification of
their outward limbs. This has been advised in a Hadith found in Sunan
Ibn Majah, number 3984. This will cause others to remember Allah, the
Exalted, when they observe these righteous muslims. And this
remembrance will only increase when these righteous muslims speak as
they only speak in ways pleasing to Allah, the Exalted, meaning, they
avoid evil and vain speech and only speak on beneficial matters in
respect to the world and the hereafter. This remembrance further
increases when one observes their actions as they practically implement
the teachings of Islam thereby, acting only in ways pleasing to Allah, the
Exalted. For example, they love, dislike, give and withhold only for the
sake of Allah, the Exalted. This leads to perfecting one’s faith according
to a Hadith found in Sunan Abu Dawud, number 4681.



“Then We caused to inherit the Book those We have chosen of Our
servants...and among them is he who is foremost in good deeds by
permission of Allah...”

In a long Hadith found in Sahih Muslim, number 99, the Holy Prophet
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, explained the meaning
of lhsan, which can be translated to mean excellence. This excellence
refers to one’s conduct and behavior towards Allah, the Exalted, and the
creation. Acting with excellence has been mentioned throughout the
Holy Quran, such as chapter 10 Yunus, verse 26:

“For them who have done excellent is the best [reward] - and extra...”

The Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, has
explained this verse in Hadiths found in Sahih Muslim, numbers 449 and
450. The word extra in this verse refers to when the inhabitants of
Paradise will be blessed with the divine vision of Allah, the Exalted. This
reward befits the muslim who acts with excellence. As excellence means
to lead one’s life as if they can witness Allah, the Exalted, observing their
outer and inner being at all times. A person who can observe a powerful
authority watching them will never misbehave out of awe of them. In fact,
the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, once
advised someone to always behave as if they were constantly being
observed by a righteous man they respected. This has been advised in a
Hadith found in Imam Tabarani’s, Al Mu’jam Al Kabir, number 5539.



Whoever acts in this manner will very rarely commit sins and always
hasten towards good deeds. This attitude creates the fear of Allah, the
Exalted, and acts as a shield from the fire of trials in this world and the
fire of Hell in the hereafter. This vigilance will ensure one not only fulfills
all their duties towards Allah, the Exalted, but it also encourages them to
fulfill their responsibilities towards the creation. The peak of which is to
sincerely treat others with kindness. This person will fulfill the Hadith
found in Jami At Tirmidhi, number 251, which advises that a person
cannot be a true believer until they love for others what they love for
themself.

This level of excellence ensures one acts with the right intention, which
is the foundation of faith according to the Hadith found in Sahih Bukhari,
number 1. Success is guaranteed for the one who performs good deeds
and demonstrates good behavior with the right intention namely, to
please Allah, the Exalted. The more excellent a person acts the stronger
their faith becomes until they become a muslim who is far from
heedlessness and is always struggling to beautify their hereafter and
worldly life according to the teachings of Islam.

It is feared that the opposite of this reward will be given to those who
turned away from Allah, the Exalted. As they lived without fearing the all-
encompassing gaze of Allah, the Exalted, they will be veiled from seeing
Him in the hereafter. Chapter 83 Al Mutaffifin, verse 15:

“No! Indeed, from their Lord, that Day, they will be partitioned.”



Those who fail to reach the level of acting as if they witness Allah, the
Exalted, must act on the second part of the advice given in the main
Hadith quoted at the beginning. This person should sincerely believe
that Allah, the Exalted, is constantly observing them. Even though this
state is lower in rank than the one who acts as if they observe Allah, the
Exalted, none the less, it is a great way of adopting true fear of Allah, the
Exalted. As mentioned earlier this attitude will prevent one from
committing sins and encourage them towards good deeds. As advised
by the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, in
Imam Tabarani’s, Al Mu’jam Al Kabir, number 7935, the one who strives
to adopt this mentality will be granted shade on the Day of Judgment by
Allah, the Exalted.

The divine presence of Allah, the Exalted, is mentioned throughout the
Holy Quran, such as Chapter 57 Al Hadid, verse 4:

“...He is with you wherever you are. And Allah, of what you do, is
Seeing.”

The Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, has
advised to adopt the true awareness of the divine presence of Allah, the
Exalted, in many Hadiths. For example, in one divine Hadith found in
Sahih Bukhari, number 7405, Allah, the Exalted, declares that He is with
whoever remembers Him. This is the reason why it has been reported in
Hilyat Al Awliya, volume 1, pages 84 and 85, about the Commander of
the Faithful, Ali Bin Abu Talib, may Allah be pleased with him, that he
shied away from the glitter and pomp of the material world and only
found solace in the lonely night. Meaning, he sought the companionship
of Allah, the Exalted, rather than the companionship of people.



Adopting the awareness of the divine presence of Allah, the Exalted, not
only prevents sins and encourages good deeds but it also prevents
loneliness and depression. A person is very rarely affected by mental
health issues when they are constantly surrounded by a person who
loves them and aids them. No one loves the creation more than Allah,
the Exalted, and there is no doubt that He is the source of all aid.
Therefore, acting with excellence benefits one’s faith, actions, emotional
state and the wider society.

A muslim must avoid becoming like those who treat Allah, the Exalted,
as the most insignificant of those who observe them. This is a serious
spiritual illness which leads to all types of sins and evil behavior towards
Allah, the Exalted, and the creation.



“Then We caused to inherit the Book those We have chosen of Our
servants...and among them is he who is moderate, and among
them is he who is foremost in good deeds by permission of Allah.
That is what is the great bounty.”

In a divine Hadith of the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings
be upon him, found in Sahih Bukhari, number 6502, Allah, the Exalted,
declares that a muslim can only draw close to Him through fulfilling their
obligatory duties. And they can achieve the love of Allah, the Exalted,
through voluntary righteous deeds.

This description splits the servants of Allah, the Exalted, into two
categories. The first group draws near to Allah, the Exalted, by fulfilling
their obligatory duties in respect to Allah, the Exalted, such as the
obligatory prayer, and in respect to people, such as the obligatory
charity. This can be summed up by fulfilling the commands of Allah, the
Exalted, refraining from His prohibitions and being patient with destiny.

The second category of those who are brought near to Allah, the
Exalted, are superior to the first group as they not only fulfil their
obligatory duties but strive in voluntary righteous deeds. This clearly
shows that this is the only path to the proximity of Allah, the Exalted.
Whoever takes a path other than this will not achieve this vital goal. This
completely rejects the concept of obtaining sainthood without striving in
obedience to Allah, the Exalted. The person who claims this is simply a
liar. The Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him,
has confirmed in a Hadith found in Sahih Muslim, number 4094, that
when the spiritual heart is pure the rest of the body becomes pure. This
leads to righteous deeds. So if a person does not perform righteous



deeds, such as their obligatory duties, then their body is impure which
means their spiritual heart is impure as well. This person can never
reach the proximity of Allah, the Exalted.

It is important to note, the greatest voluntary righteous deeds one can
perform are those based on the traditions of the Holy Prophet
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him. Anyone who chooses to
perform voluntary righteous deeds not based on his traditions has been
fooled by the Devil as no path will take one close to Allah, the Exalted,
except the path and actions of the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and
blessings be upon him. Chapter 3 Alee Imran, verse 31:

‘Say, [O Muhammad], "If you should love Allah, then follow me, [so]
Allah will love you and forgive you your sins....”

The pious muslims who belong in the second higher group are also
those who avoid unnecessary things of this material world. This attitude
aids them in focusing their efforts on performing voluntary righteous
deeds. It is this group who have perfected their faith by loving, hating,
giving and withholding all for the sake of Allah, the Exalted. This has
been advised in a Hadith found in Sunan Abu Dawud, number 4681.

The next thing mentioned in the main Hadith under discussion is that
when one strives in fulfilling the obligatory duties and performing
voluntary righteous deeds Allah, the Exalted, blesses their five senses
so that they use them in obedience to Him. This righteous servant will



very rarely commit sins. This increase in guidance has been indicated in
Chapter 29 Al Ankabut, verse 69:

“And those who strive for Us - We will surely guide them to Our ways...”

This muslim reaches the level of excellence which has been discussed
in a Hadith found in Sahih Muslim, number 99. This is when a muslim
performs actions, such as the prayer, as if they observe Allah, the
Exalted. The one who reaches this level will guard their mind and body
from sins. This is the one who when they speak they speak for Allah, the
Exalted, when they are silent they are silent for Allah, the Exalted. When
they act they act for Him and when they are still they are for His sake.
This is an aspect of monotheism and understanding the Oneness of
Allah, the Exalted.

The next thing mentioned in the main Hadith under discussion is that this
muslim’s supplication will be fulfilled and they will be granted the refuge
and protection of Allah, the Exalted. This is a clear lesson for those who
desire lawful worldly things. They should not seek to obtain them using
any means except through the sincere obedience of Allah, the Exalted.
No spiritual teacher or anyone else will be able to grant things to a
person unless the person strives in the obedience of Allah, the Exalted
and they are destined to obtain those things.

To conclude this Hadith makes it clear that the proximity of Allah, the
Exalted, is only gained through sincere obedience to Him in the form of
fulfilling His commands, refraining from His prohibitions and being



patient with destiny. This is the path of the Holy Prophet Muhammad,
peace and blessings be upon him, and the only path of success in both
worlds.



“Then We caused to inherit the Book those We have chosen of Our
servants...and among them is he who is moderate, and among
them is he who is foremost in good deeds by permission of Allah.
That is what is the great bounty.”

A muslim must understand that their righteous deeds are a blessing from
Allah, the Exalted, as the inspiration, knowledge, strength and
opportunity to perform them comes from Allah, the Exalted. Therefore,
muslims will only enter Paradise through the mercy of Allah, the Exalted.
Understanding this fact prevents the deadly characteristic of pride. An
atom’s worth of which is enough to take one to Hell. This has been
warned in a Hadith found in Sahih Muslim, number 266.



“Then We caused to inherit the Book those We have chosen of Our
servants...and among them is he who is moderate, and among
them is he who is foremost in good deeds by permission of Allah.
That is what is the great bounty.”

It is important for muslims to understand that they should not define a
situation as good or bad according to worldly definitions. For example,
according to a worldly definition being wealthy is good whereas being
poor is bad. Instead, muslims should ascribe good and bad to events
and things according to the teachings of Islam. Meaning, anything which
takes one closer to the obedience of Allah, the Exalted, in the form of
fulfilling His commands, refraining from His prohibitions and by facing
destiny with patience, is good even if it is seen as bad from a worldly
point of view. And anything which takes one away from the obedience of
Allah, the Exalted, is bad even if it appears good.

There are many examples throughout the teachings of Islam which
demonstrate this. For example, Qarun was an extremely wealthy person
who lived in the time of the Holy Prophet Mosa, peace be upon him.
Many people then and now may consider his wealth to be a good thing
but as it led him to pride it became a means of his destruction. So in his
case being wealthy was a bad thing. Chapter 28 Al Qasas, verses 79-
81.

“So he came out before his people in his adornment. Those who desired
the worldly life said, "Oh, would that we had like what was given to
Qaran. Indeed, he is one of great fortune. But those who had been given
knowledge said, "Woe to you! The reward of Allah is better for he who
believes and does righteousness. And none are granted it except the



patient." And We caused the earth to swallow him and his home. And
there was for him no company to aid him other than Allah, nor was he of
those who [could] defend themselves.”

On the other hand, the third rightly guided Caliph of Islam, Usman Bin
Affan, may Allah be pleased with him, was also wealthy yet he used his
wealth in the correct way. In fact, once after donating a large amount of
wealth he was told by the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and
blessings be upon him, that nothing could harm his faith after that day.
This has been indicated in a Hadith found in Jami At Tirmidhi, number
3701. So in his case wealth was a good thing.

To conclude, a muslim should remember that every difficulty they face
has wisdoms behind it even if they do not observe them. So they should
not believe something is good or bad from a worldly point of view.
Meaning, if the thing encourages them towards the obedience of Allah,
the Exalted, then it is good even if it looks bad. Chapter 2 Al Baqarah,
verse 216:

“...But perhaps you hate a thing and it is good for you; and perhaps you
love a thing and it is bad for you. And Allah knows, while you know not.”



“Then We caused to inherit the Book those We have chosen of Our
servants...That is what is the great bounty.”

The Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him,
advised in a Hadith found in Jami At Tirmidhi, number 2645, that when
Allah, the Exalted, desires to give someone good He provides them with
Islamic knowledge.

There is no doubt that every muslim irrespective of the strength of their
faith desires good in both worlds. Even though many muslims incorrectly
believe that this good which they desire lies in fame, wealth, authority,
companionship and their career this Hadith makes it crystal clear that
true lasting good lies in gaining and acting on Islamic knowledge. It is
important to note a branch of religious knowledge is useful worldly
knowledge whereby one earns lawful provision in order to fulfil their
necessities and the necessities of their dependents. Even though the
Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, has
pointed out where good lies yet it is a shame how many muslims do not
place much value in this. They in most cases only strive to obtain the
bare minimum of Islamic knowledge in order to fulfil their obligatory
duties and fail to acquire and act on more such as the traditions of the
Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him. Instead
they dedicate their efforts on worldly things believing true good is found
there. Many muslims fail to appreciate that the righteous predecessors
had to journey for weeks on end just to learn a single verse or Hadith of
the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him,
whereas today one can study Islamic teachings without leaving their
home. Yet, many fail to make use of this blessing given to the modern
day muslims. Out of His infinite mercy Allah, the Exalted, through his
Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, has not
only pointed out where true good lies but He has also placed this good
at one's finger tips. Allah, the Exalted, has informed mankind of where



an eternal buried treasure is located which can solve all the problems
they may encounter in both worlds. But muslims will only obtain this
good once they struggle to acquire and act on it.



“Then We caused to inherit the Book those We have chosen of Our
servants and among them is he who wrongs himself [i.e., sins], and
among them is he who is moderate, and among them is he who is
foremost in good deeds by permission of Allah...”

Muslims can be split into three groups. The first group are the best and
consist of the muslims who hand their lives and possessions over to
Allah, the Exalted, thereby fulfilling the purpose of their creation. They
only take from the material world in order to fulfil their necessities and
responsibilities and dedicate the rest of their efforts in gaining and acting
on knowledge so that they can strengthen their faith and gain the
proximity of Allah, the Exalted, in both worlds. Outwardly they may seem
as if they do not enjoy life in this world but in reality they obtain more
peace in it than the other types of muslims. Their reckoning on
Judgment Day will be easy through the mercy of Allah, the Exalted.

The second group consists of those muslims who fulfil their obligatory
duties and whatever traditions of the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace
and blessings be upon him, they come across without putting extra effort
in obtaining or acting on Islamic knowledge. They dedicate the majority
of their efforts to gaining and enjoying the lawful pleasures of this world.
As they avoid the unlawful it is hoped they will gain the forgiveness of
Allah, the Exalted, in the next world. But as they indulged in the material
world their accountability will be long. And as warned by the Holy
Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, in a Hadith
found in Sahih Bukhari, number 6536, whoever has their deeds
scrutinised will be punished. Standing and witnessing the horrors of the
Day of Judgment for an extremely long time because of one's enjoyment
in the world is a form of punishment.



The final group of muslims are the worse type as they do not dedicate
their lives to Allah, the Exalted, like the best group but neither do they
enjoy the lawful pleasures of the material world like the second group.
These people instead hoard the worldly things they obtain without
fulfilling their lawful desires. This attitude causes them to stand between
the two other groups meaning, they will not enjoy the lawful things of this
world nor will they have an easy reckoning on the Day of Judgment
because of the worldly things they obtained.

It is therefore important for muslims not to belong to this final group as
this is a clear loss. A muslim should try to belong to the best group but if
they really cannot manage this then they should at least join the second
group by fulfilling their obligatory duties, enjoy only the lawful pleasures
of this world and hope for the forgiveness and mercy of Allah, the
Exalted.



“[For them are] gardens of perpetual residence which they will
enter. They will be adorned therein with bracelets of gold and
pearls, and their garments therein will be silk. And they will say,
"Praise to Allah, who has removed from us [all] sorrow. Indeed, our
Lord is Forgiving and Appreciative. He who has settled us in the
home of duration out of His bounty. There touches us notin it any
fatigue, and there touches us not in it weariness [of mind]."”

It is important to note, that one will only enter Paradise through the
mercy of Allah, the Exalted. This has been confirmed in a Hadith found
in Sahih Bukhari, number 5673. This is because every righteous deed is
only possible through the mercy of Allah, the Exalted, in the form of
knowledge, inspiration, strength and opportunity to do the deed. This
understanding prevents one from adopting pride which is vital to avoid
as only an atom’s worth of pride is needed to take a person to Hell. This
has been warned in a Hadith found in Sahih Muslim, number 267.

In addition, a muslim must understand that this mercy of Allah, the
Exalted, in the form of righteous deeds is in reality a light which one
must gather in this world if they desire to obtain a guiding light in the
hereafter. If a muslim lives in heedlessness and refrains from gathering
this light in the world by fulfilling the commands of Allah, the Exalted,
refraining from His prohibitions and by facing destiny with patience then
how can they expect to receive this guiding light in the hereafter?

All muslims desire to inhabit Paradise with the greatest servants of Allah,
the Exalted, such as the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings
be upon him. But it is important to understand that simply wishing for this



without action will not make it come true otherwise the Companions,
may Allah be pleased with them, would have done this. Simply put, the
more one strives in learning and acting on the traditions of the Holy
Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, the closer they
will be to him in the hereafter.

The greatest blessing of Paradise is physically observing Allah, the
Exalted, which is discussed in a Hadith found in Sahih Bukhari, number
7436. If a muslim desires to obtain this unimaginable blessing they must
practically strive to achieve the level of excellence mentioned in a Hadith
found in Sahih Muslim, number 99. This is when one performs actions,
such as the prayer, as if they can observe Allah, the Exalted,
overlooking them. This attitude ensures one's persistent and sincere
obedience to Allah, the Exalted. It is hoped that the one who strives for
this level of faith will receive the blessing of physically observing Allah,
the Exalted, in the hereafter.



“And they will say, "Praise to Allah...””

Allah, the Exalted, is the One who is praised by His self-praise and by the
praise of His creation. This also means that Allah, the Exalted, is the One
who praises His righteous servants and handsomely rewards them for their
efforts.

The muslim who understands this divine name will be far too busy in
praising and obeying Allah, the Exalted, to praise themself and to worry
about their rights. This will keep them away from pride which is a
characteristic that leads to Hell. This is confirmed in a Hadith found in
Sahih Muslim, number 265.

A muslim must act on this divine name by only performing praiseworthy
actions and adopting a praiseworthy character. This is arguably the
greatest tradition of the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be
upon him. Chapter 68 Al Qalam, verse 4:

“And indeed, you are of a great moral character.”



“And they will say, "Praise to Allah...””

All praise is only for Allah, the Exalted, as He created and continuously
sustains the entire creation within the Heavens and Earth without any
progeny, partner, or helper. His kindness in the form of countless
blessings, such as faith, to the creation has no limits. Chapter 16 An
Nahl, verse 18:

"And if you should count the favors of Allah, you could not enumerate
them...."

Therefore, the creation should constantly praise Him through sincere
obedience by fulfilling His commands, refraining from His prohibitions
and by facing destiny with patience.

Allah, the Exalted, is worthy of all praise, as He is full of perfection in
terms of attributes and characteristics which are free from all
shortcomings. This is still true even if He did not bestow any blessings
on the creation. In addition, praising Allah, the Exalted, with the tongue
and actions through sincere obedience is a means to increase the
blessings one receives. Chapter 14 |brahim, verse 7:

"And [remember] when your Lord proclaimed, 'If you are grateful, | will
surely increase you [in favor]..."



A muslim should praise Allah, the Exalted, as much as possible as it is
has been declared the best supplication by the Holy Prophet
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, in a Hadith found in
Sunan Ibn Majah, number 3800. In addition, this verse reminds mankind
that whatever praise-worthy quality a person observes in the creation or
within themself is only possible because Allah, the Exalted, granted it.
Therefore, all praise returns and solely belongs to Allah, the Exalted.



“...Indeed, our Lord is Forgiving...”

Allah, the Exalted, conceals and covers the faults of His repentant
servants without punishing them or holding it against them in anyway.

A muslim should therefore never lose hope in the mercy of Allah, the
Exalted, as this leads to unbelief. Chapter 12 Yusuf, verse 87:

“...and despair not of relief from Allah. Indeed, no one despairs of relief
from Allah except the disbelieving people.”

A muslim should understand that the forgiveness of Allah, the Exalted, is
unlimited while their sins will always be limited. The limited can never
overcome the unlimited. But it is important to note this applies to the one
who repents sincerely not the person who continues sinning believing
they will be forgiven. This is merely wishful thinking not true hope in the
forgiveness of Allah, the Exalted. Sincere repentance involves feeling
remorse, seeking forgiveness from Allah, the Exalted, and if necessary
from people, sincerely promising to refrain from the same or similar sin
again and making up for any rights which have been violated in respect
to Allah, the Exalted, and people.

Muslims should act on this blessed divine name by overlooking and
forgiving the mistakes of others. It is logical to understand that if one



desires the forgiveness of Allah, the Exalted, they should learn to forgive
others. Chapter 24 An Nur, verse 22:

“...and let them pardon and overlook. Would you not like that Allah
should forgive you? And Allah is Forgiving and Merciful.”



“...Indeed, our Lord is...Appreciative.”

Allah, the Exalted, appreciates the sincere efforts of His servants and
rewards them accordingly. This is an as indication of the infinite mercy of
Allah, the Exalted, as He is the One who provided them with the
knowledge, strength, inspiration and opportunity to obey Him yet, He still
appreciates their efforts and rewards them for it. The muslim who
understands this fact will be grateful by using the blessings they possess
according to the pleasure of Allah, the Exalted. This will lead to an
increase in blessings. Chapter 14 Ibrahim, verse 7:

“And [remember] when your Lord proclaimed, 'If you are grateful, | will
surely increase you [in favor]...”

A muslim should act on this divine name by firstly appreciating the
blessings Allah, the Exalted, has given them. This should be done
through one's heart by acknowledging it and through correcting their
intention so that they only act to please Allah, the Exalted. They should
show gratitude through their words by praising Allah, the Exalted, and as
mentioned earlier, through their actions by using the blessings they
possess correctly according to the teachings of Islam.

In addition, they must show appreciation for the favours done by people.
The Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, has
warned in a Hadith found in Jami At Tirmidhi, number 1954, that the one
who is not grateful to people cannot be grateful to Allah, the Exalted.
Even though, the source of all blessings is no one except Allah, the



Exalted, yet the creation conveys these blessings to a person. So being
grateful to the messenger of the blessing is in fact being grateful to the
Sender of the blessing namely, Allah, the Exalted. It is just like when an
ambassador of a king is honored because they represent the king. If
Allah, the Exalted, is appreciative of the efforts of His servants even
though He is the source of their efforts how can a muslim believe they
are somehow superior to showing appreciation to people for their
favours? Grateful servants of Allah, the Exalted, are few as it involves
abandoning one’s desire and instead using each blessing according to
the pleasure of Allah, the Exalted. This is the characteristic of the true
servants of Allah, the Exalted. Chapter 34 Saba, verse 13:

“...And few of My servants are grateful.”
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