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Introduction

The following short book discusses a Conversation in the Hereafter. This
discussion is based on Chapter 74 Al Muddaththir, Verses 38-48 of the
Holy Quran:

“Every soul, for what it has earned, will be retained. Except the
companions of the right. In gardens, questioning each other. About the
criminals. “What put you into Saqar [Hell]?" They will say, "We were not
of those who prayed. Nor did we used to feed the poor. And we used to
enter into vain discourse with those who engaged [in it]. And we used to
deny the Day of Recompense. Until there came to us the certainty
[death].” So there will not benefit them the intercession of intercessors.”

Implementing the lessons discussed will aid a Muslim to Achieve Noble
Character. According to the Hadith found in Jami At Tirmidhi, number
2003, the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him,
has advised that the heaviest thing in the Scales of Judgment Day will
be Noble Character. It is one of qualities of the Holy Prophet
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, which Allah, the Exalted,
complimented in Chapter 68 Al Qalam, Verse 4 of the Holy Quran:

“And indeed, you are of a great moral character.”



Therefore, it is a duty on all Muslims to gain and act on the teachings of
the Holy Quran and the traditions of the Holy Prophet Muhammad,
peace and blessings be upon him, in order to Achieve Noble Character.



A Conversation in the Hereafter

Chapter 74 - Al Muddaththir, Verses 38-48



“Every soul, for what it has earned, will be retained.

Except the companions of the right.



In gardens, questioning each other.
About the criminals.
“What put you into Saqar [Hell]?"
They will say, "We were not of those who prayed.
Nor did we used to feed the poor.
And we used to enter into vain discourse with those who engaged [in it].
And we used to deny the Day of Recompense.
Until there came to us the certainty [death].”

So there will not benefit them the intercession of intercessors.”



“Every soul, for what it has earned, will be retained.”

Allah, the Exalted, is the only One who will hold the entire creation
accountable for their deeds. The muslim who understands this divine name
will only obey Allah, the Exalted, and avoid His disobedience as they know
no deed, good or bad, will escape the reckoning of Allah, the Exalted.

A muslim must act on this divine name by judging their own deeds before
they are reckoned by Allah, the Exalted. The one who does this will be
inspired to sincerely repent from their sins and strive to fulfil the commands
of Allah, the Exalted. The one who fails to assess their own deeds will only
sink deeper into heedlessness until they reach their strict reckoning on a
Great Day.



“Every soul, for what it has earned, will be retained.”

One must prepare for their Final Judgement by using the blessings they
have been granted in ways pleasing to Allah, the Exalted.

In reality, in most cases nothing in this material world in itself is good or
bad, such as wealth. What makes a thing good or bad is the way it is
used. It is important to understand that the very purpose of everything
which was created by Allah, the Exalted, was for it to be used correctly
according to the teachings of Islam. When something is not used
correctly it in reality becomes useless. For example, wealth is useful in
both worlds when it is used correctly such as being spent on the
necessities of a person and their dependents. But it can become useless
and even a curse for its bearer if it is not used correctly, such as being
hoarded or spent on sinful things. Simply hoarding wealth causes wealth
to lose value. How can paper and metal coins one tucks away be
useful? In this respect, there is no difference between a blank piece of
paper and a note of money. It is only useful when it is used correctly.

So if a Muslim desires all their worldly possessions to become a blessing
for them in both worlds all they have to do is use them correctly
according to the teachings found in the Holy Quran and the traditions of
the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him. But if
they use them incorrectly then the same blessing will become a burden
and curse for them in both worlds. It is as simple as that.



“Every soul, for what it has earned, will be retained.”

One must prepare for their Final Judgement by using the blessings they
have been granted in ways pleasing to Allah, the Exalted.

In a Hadith found in Sahih Bukhari, number 103, the Holy Prophet
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, warned that whoever
has their deeds scrutinized by Allah, the Exalted, on Judgment Day will
be punished.

It is important for muslims to understand that even though enjoying the
lawful pleasures of this material world are not prohibited they often lead
to the unlawful. For example, vain speech is usually the first step before
sinful speech. In addition, the more one indulges in unnecessary lawful
things the longer their accountability will be on Judgment Day. One
should bear in mind that Judgment Day will be a difficult day. For
example, the Sun will be brought within two miles of the creation. This
has been confirmed in a Hadith found in Jami At Tirmidhi, number 2421.
Even though, a muslim may be forgiven and saved by Allah, the Exalted,
but none the less, the longer their accountability the greater stress they
will endure. Seeing as Judgment Day will be fifty thousand years long,
according to the Holy Quran, it does not make sense to enjoy a few
decades of lawful pleasures if it means one will face a difficult
accountability on a day which will last so long. Chapter 70 Al Ma’arij,
verse 4:

“...during a Day the extent of which is fifty thousand years.”



It is therefore best to lead a simple life in order to minimize one's
accountability on the Day of Judgment. It is one of the reasons why the
Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, advised in
a Hadith found in Sunan Ibn Majah, number 4118, that simplicity is a
part of faith.



“Every soul, for what it has earned, will be retained.”

One must prepare for their Final Judgement by using the blessings they
have been granted in ways pleasing to Allah, the Exalted. One can adopt
the correct attitude when they understand the purpose of these blessings.

Every worldly blessing a Muslim possesses is only a means which should
aid them in reaching the hereafter safely. It is not an end in itself. For
example, wealth is a means one should use in order to obey Allah, the
Exalted, by fulfilling the commands of Allah, the Exalted, fulfilling their
necessities and the necessities of their dependents. It is not an end or an
ultimate goal in itself.

This not only aids a Muslim in maintaining their focus on the hereafter but it
also aids them whenever they lose worldly blessings. When a Muslim treats
each worldly blessing, such as a child, as a means to please Allah, the
Exalted, and reach the hereafter safely then losing it will not have such a
detrimental impact on them. They may become sad, which is an acceptable
emotion, but they will not become grieved which leads to impatience and
other mental problems, such as depression. This is because they firmly
believe the worldly blessing they possessed was only a means so losing it
does not cause a loss in the ultimate goal namely, Paradise, the loss of
which is disastrous. Therefore, still possessing and concentrating on the
ultimate goal will prevent them from becoming grieved.



In addition, they will understand that just like the thing they lost was only a
means they firmly believe they will be provided with another means to
reach and fulfil their ultimate goal by Allah, the Exalted. This will also
prevent them from grieving. Whereas, the one who believes their worldly
blessing is the end instead of a means will experience severe grief when
losing it as their whole purpose and objective has been lost. This grief will
lead to depression and other mental issues.

To conclude, Muslims should treat each blessing they possess as a means
to reach the hereafter safely not as an end in itself. This is how one can
possess things without being possessed by them. This is how they can
keep worldly things in their hands and not in their hearts.



“Every soul, for what it has earned, will be retained. Except the
companions of the right.”

The first verse mentions the judgement of deeds according to justice,
whereas the second indicates the favour of Allah, the Exalted.

In a Hadith found in Sahih Bukhari, number 6464, the Holy Prophet
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, advised that a person’s
deeds will not take them to Paradise.

A muslim must understand that their righteous deeds are a blessing from
Allah, the Exalted, as the inspiration, knowledge, strength and opportunity
to perform them comes from Allah, the Exalted. Therefore, muslims will
only enter Paradise through the mercy of Allah, the Exalted. Understanding
this fact prevents the deadly characteristic of pride. An atom’s worth of
which is enough to take one to Hell. This has been warned in a Hadith
found in Sahih Muslim, number 266.

The servants of Allah, the Exalted, have understood that anything good
they possess is solely because Allah, the Exalted, granted it to them. And
any evil they are saved from is because Allah, the Exalted, protected them.
Is it not foolish to be proud of something that does not belong to someone?
Just like a person does not boast about a sports car which does not belong
to them muslims must realize nothing in reality belongs to them. This



attitude ensures one remains humble at all times. The humble servants of
Allah, the Exalted, fully believe in the Hadith of the Holy Prophet
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, found in Sahih Bukhari,
number 5673, which declares that the righteous deeds of a person will not
take them to Paradise. Only the mercy of Allah, the Exalted, can cause this
to occur. This is because every righteous deed is only possible when Allah,
the Exalted, provides one with the knowledge, strength, opportunity and
inspiration to perform it. Even the acceptance of the deed is dependent on
the mercy of Allah, the Exalted. When one bares this in mind it saves them
from pride and inspires them to adopt humility. One should always
remember that being humble is not a sign of weakness as Islam has
encouraged one to defend themself if necessary. In other words, Islam
teaches muslims to be humble without weakness. In fact, the Holy Prophet
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, has confirmed in a Hadith
found in Jami At Tirmidhi, number 2029, that whoever humbles themself
before Allah, the Exalted, will be raised by Him. So in reality, humility leads
to honor in both worlds. One only needs to reflect on the most humble of
the creation to understand this fact namely, the Holy Prophet Muhammad,
peace and blessings be upon him. Allah, the Exalted, has clearly ordered
people by ordering the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be
upon him, to adopt this important quality. Chapter 26 Ash Shu’ara, verse
215:

“And lower your wing [i.e., show kindness] to those who follow you of the
believers.”

The Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, led a
humble life. For example, he happily carried out the domestic duties at



home thereby proving these chores are gender-neutral. This is confirmed in
Imam Bukhari’s, Adab Al Mufrad, number 538.

Chapter 25 Al Furgan, verse 63, shows that humility is an inner
characteristic that manifests outwards such as the way one walks. This is
discussed in another verse chapter 31 Lugman, verse 18:

“And do not turn your cheek [in contempt] toward people and do not walk
through the earth exultantly...”

Allah, the Exalted, has made it clear that Paradise is for the humble
servants who possess no trace of pride. Chapter 28 Al Qasas, verse 83:

“That home of the Hereafter We assign to those who do not desire
exaltedness upon the earth or corruption. And the [best] outcome is for the
righteous.”

In fact, the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him,
has confirmed in a Hadith found in Jami At Tirmidhi, number 1998, that
whoever possesses an atom’s worth of pride will not enter Paradise. Only
Allah, the Exalted, has the right to be proud as He is the Creator, Sustainer
and Owner of the entire universe.



It is important to note, pride is when one believes they are superior to
others and rejects the truth when it is presented to them as they dislike
accepting the truth when it comes from other than them. This is confirmed
in a Hadith found in Sunan Abu Dawud, number 4092.



“...the companions of the right.”

The right hand is associated with good deeds. The companions of the right
are the lower level of muslims which are discussed in a Hadith found in
Sahih Bukhari, number 6502.

In this divine Hadith, Allah, the Exalted, declares that a muslim can only
draw close to Him through fulfilling their obligatory duties. And they can
achieve the love of Allah, the Exalted, through voluntary righteous deeds.

This description splits the servants of Allah, the Exalted, into two
categories. The first group draws near to Allah, the Exalted, by fulfilling
their obligatory duties in respect to Allah, the Exalted, such as the
obligatory prayer, and in respect to people, such as the obligatory charity.
This can be summed up by fulfilling the commands of Allah, the Exalted,
refraining from His prohibitions and being patient with destiny.

The second category of those who are brought near to Allah, the Exalted,
are superior to the first group as they not only fulfil their obligatory duties
but strive in voluntary righteous deeds. This clearly shows that this is the
only path to the proximity of Allah, the Exalted. Whoever takes a path other
than this will not achieve this vital goal. This completely rejects the concept
of obtaining sainthood without striving in obedience to Allah, the Exalted.
The person who claims this is simply a liar. The Holy Prophet Muhammad,



peace and blessings be upon him, has confirmed in a Hadith found in
Sahih Muslim, number 4094, that when the spiritual heart is pure the rest of
the body becomes pure. This leads to righteous deeds. So if a person does
not perform righteous deeds, such as their obligatory duties, then their
body is impure which means their spiritual heart is impure as well. This
person can never reach the proximity of Allah, the Exalted.

It is important to note, the greatest voluntary righteous deeds one can
perform are those based on the traditions of the Holy Prophet Muhammad,
peace and blessings be upon him. Anyone who chooses to perform
voluntary righteous deeds not based on his traditions has been fooled by
the Devil as no path will take one close to Allah, the Exalted, except the
path and actions of the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be
upon him. Chapter 3 Alee Imran, verse 31:

“Say, [O Muhammad], "If you should love Allah, then follow me, [so] Allah
will love you and forgive you your sins....”

The pious muslims who belong in the second higher group are also those
who avoid unnecessary things of this material world. This attitude aids
them in focusing their efforts on performing voluntary righteous deeds. It is
this group who have perfected their faith by loving, hating, giving and
withholding all for the sake of Allah, the Exalted. This has been advised in a
Hadith found in Sunan Abu Dawud, number 4681.



“...the companions of the right.”

The right hand is associated with good deeds.

Every muslim openly declares that they desire the companionship of the
Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, the other
Holy Prophets, peace be upon him them, and the Companions, may Allah
be pleased with them, in the hereafter. They often quote the Hadith found
in Sahih Bukhari, number 3688, which advises that a person will be with
those they love in the hereafter. And because of this they openly declare
their love for these righteous servants of Allah, the Exalted. But it is strange
how they desire this outcome and claim love for the Holy Prophet
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, yet they barely know him
as they are too busy to study his life, character and teachings. This is
foolish as how can one truly love someone they do not even know?

In addition, when these people are asked for proof of their love for the Holy
Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, on Judgment Day
what will they say? What will they present? The proof of this declaration is
studying and acting on the life, character and teachings of the Holy Prophet
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him. A declaration without this
evidence will not be accepted by Allah, the Exalted. This is quite obvious as
no one understood Islam better than the Companions, may Allah be
pleased with them, did and this was not their attitude. They declared love
for the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, and
supported their claim through actions by following in his footsteps. This is
why they will be with him in the hereatfter.



Those who believe love is in the heart and does not require it to be shown
through actions is as foolish as the student who hands back a blank exam
paper to their teacher claiming that knowledge is in their mind so they do
not need to practically write it down on paper and then still expects to pass.

The one who behaves in such a manner does not love the righteous
servants of Allah, the Exalted, only their own desires and they have
undoubtedly been fooled by the Deuvil.

Finally, it is important to note that members of other religions also claim
love for their Holy Prophets, peace be upon them. But as they failed to
follow in their footsteps and act on their teachings they will certainly not be
with them on Judgment Day. This is quite obvious if one ponders over this
fact for a moment.



“...the companions of the right.”

This verse is connected to chapter 47 Muhammad, verse 7:

“O you who have believed, if you support Allah, He will support you and
plant firmly your feet.”

This verse means that if one aids Islam then Allah, the Exalted, will help
them in both worlds. It is strange how countless people desire the help of
Allah, the Exalted, yet do not fulfil the first part of this verse through the
sincere obedience of Allah, the Exalted, by fulfilling His commands,
refraining from His prohibitions and by facing destiny with patience. The
excuse most people give is that they do not have time to perform righteous
deeds. They desire the help of Allah, the Exalted, yet will not make time to
do the things which please Him. Does this make sense? Those who do not
fulfil the obligatory duties and then expect the aid of Allah, the Exalted, in
their moment of need are quite foolish. And those who do fulfil the
obligatory duties yet refuse to go beyond them will find that the aid they
receive is limited. How one behaves is how they are treated. The more time
and energy dedicated to Allah, the Exalted, the more support they will
receive. It really is that simple.

A muslim needs to understand that the majority of the obligatory duties,
such as the five daily prayers, only takes a small amount of time in one's



day. A muslim cannot expect to barely dedicate an hour a day to offering
the obligatory prayers and then neglect Allah, the Exalted, for the rest of
the day and still expect His continuous support through all difficulties. A
person would dislike a friend who treated them in such a manner. How then
can one treat Allah, the Exalted, the Lord of the worlds, like this then?

Some only dedicate extra time to pleasing Allah, the Exalted, when they
encounter a worldly problem then demand Him to fix it as if they done
Allah, the Exalted, a favour by performing voluntary good deeds. This
foolish mentality clearly contradicts servanthood to Allah, the Exalted. It is
amazing how this type of person finds time to do all their other leisurely
activities, such as spending time with family and friends, watching TV and
attending social functions yet finds no time to dedicate to pleasing Allah,
the Exalted. They cannot seem to find time to recite and adopt the
teachings of the Holy Quran. They do not seem to find time to study and
act on the traditions of the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings
be upon him. These people somehow find wealth to spend on their
unnecessary luxuries yet seem to find no wealth to donate in voluntary
charity.

It is important to understand that a muslim will be treated according to how
they behave. Meaning, if a Muslim dedicates extra time to please Allah, the
Exalted, then they will find the support they need to journey through all
difficulties safely. But if they fail to fulfil the obligatory duties or only fulfil
them without dedicating any other time to pleasing Allah, the Exalted, then
they will find a similar response from Allah, the Exalted. Put simply, the
more one gives the more they shall receive. If one does not give much they
should not expect much in return.



“Except the companions of the right. [Who will be] in gardens...”

It is important to note, that one will only enter Paradise through the mercy
of Allah, the Exalted. This has been confirmed in a Hadith found in Sahih
Bukhari, number 5673. This is because every righteous deed is only
possible through the mercy of Allah, the Exalted, in the form of knowledge,
inspiration, strength and opportunity to do the deed. This understanding
prevents one from adopting pride which is vital to avoid as only an atom’s
worth of pride is needed to take a person to Hell. This has been warned in
a Hadith found in Sahih Muslim, number 267.

In addition, a muslim must understand that this mercy of Allah, the Exalted,
in the form of righteous deeds is in reality a light which one must gather in
this world if they desire to obtain a guiding light in the hereafter. If a muslim
lives in heedlessness and refrains from gathering this light in the world by
fulfilling the commands of Allah, the Exalted, refraining from His
prohibitions and by facing destiny with patience then how can they expect
to receive this guiding light in the hereafter?

All muslims desire to inhabit Paradise with the greatest servants of Allah,
the Exalted, such as the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be
upon him. But it is important to understand that simply wishing for this
without action will not make it come true otherwise the Companions, may
Allah be pleased with them, would have done this. Simply put, the more
one strives in learning and acting on the traditions of the Holy Prophet
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, the closer they will be to
him in the hereafter.



The greatest blessing of Paradise is physically observing Allah, the
Exalted, which is discussed in a Hadith found in Sahih Bukhari, number
7436. If a muslim desires to obtain this unimaginable blessing they must
practically strive to achieve the level of excellence mentioned in a Hadith
found in Sahih Muslim, number 99. This is when one performs actions,
such as the prayer, as if they can observe Allah, the Exalted, overlooking
them. This attitude ensures one's persistent and sincere obedience to
Allah, the Exalted. It is hoped that the one who strives for this level of faith
will receive the blessing of physically observing Allah, the Exalted, in the
hereafter.



“Except the companions of the right. [Who will be] in gardens
guestioning each other.”

Every muslim openly declares that they desire the companionship of the
Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, the other
Holy Prophets, peace be upon him them, and the Companions, may Allah
be pleased with them, in the hereafter. They often quote the Hadith found
in Sahih Bukhari, number 3688, which advises that a person will be with
those they love in the hereafter. And because of this they openly declare
their love for these righteous servants of Allah, the Exalted. But it is strange
how they desire this outcome and claim love for the Holy Prophet
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, yet they barely know him
as they are too busy to study his life, character and teachings. This is
foolish as how can one truly love someone they do not even know?

In addition, when these people are asked for proof of their love for the Holy
Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, on Judgment Day
what will they say? What will they present? The proof of this declaration is
studying and acting on the life, character and teachings of the Holy Prophet
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him. A declaration without this
evidence will not be accepted by Allah, the Exalted. This is quite obvious as
no one understood Islam better than the Companions, may Allah be
pleased with them, did and this was not their attitude. They declared love
for the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, and
supported their claim through actions by following in his footsteps. This is
why they will be with him in the hereafter.



Those who believe love is in the heart and does not require it to be shown
through actions is as foolish as the student who hands back a blank exam
paper to their teacher claiming that knowledge is in their mind so they do
not need to practically write it down on paper and then still expects to pass.

The one who behaves in such a manner does not love the righteous
servants of Allah, the Exalted, only their own desires and they have
undoubtedly been fooled by the Deuvil.

Finally, it is important to note that members of other religions also claim
love for their Holy Prophets, peace be upon them. But as they failed to
follow in their footsteps and act on their teachings they will certainly not be
with them on Judgment Day. This is quite obvious if one ponders over this
fact for a moment.



“Except the companions of the right. [Who will be] in gardens
questioning each other.”

These verses indicate the importance of good companionship, as good
companions in this world leads to good companionship in the hereatfter.

In a Hadith found in Sunan Abu Dawud, number 4031, the Holy Prophet
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, advised that a person who
imitates a people is counted as one of them.

All muslims irrespective of the strength of their faith desire to be counted
and end up with the righteous in the next world. But this Hadith clearly
warns that a muslim will only be considered a righteous person and end up
with them if they imitate the righteous. This imitation is a practical thing not
only a declaration through words. This imitation is correctly done by fulfilling
the commands of Allah, the Exalted, refraining from His prohibitions and by
facing destiny with patience according to the traditions of the Holy Prophet
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him.

But those who verbally declare their love for the righteous and fail to imitate
them and instead imitate the characteristics found in hypocrites and the
sinful will be considered and judged as one of them. This does not mean
they will lose their faith but it means they will be judged as disobedient
muslims. How can a disobedient muslim be counted as an obedient muslim



and end up with the righteous? This is only wishful thinking which has no
value in Islam. Chapter 59 Al Hashr, verse 20:

“Not equal are the companions of the Fire and the companions of Paradise.
The companions of Paradise - they are the attainers [of success].”



“Except the companions of the right. [Who will be] in gardens
guestioning each other. About the criminals.”

In a Hadith found in Sahih Bukhari, number 2447, the Holy Prophet
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, warned that oppression will
become a darkness on the Day of Judgment.

This is vital to avoid as those who find themselves plunged in darkness are
unlikely to find their way to Paradise. Only those who will be provided a
guiding light will be able to do this successfully.

Oppression can take many forms. The first type is when one fails to fulfill
the commands of Allah, the Exalted, and refrain from His prohibitions. Even
though this has no effect on the infinite status of Allah, the Exalted, it will
cause the person to become submerged into darkness in both worlds.
According to a Hadith found in Sunan Ibn Majah, number 4244, whenever a
person commits a sin a black spot is etched on their spiritual heart. The
more they sin the more their heart will become encompassed by darkness.
This will prevent them from accepting and following true guidance in this
world which will ultimately lead to darkness in the next world. Chapter 83 Al
Mutaffifin, verse 14:

“No! Rather, the stain has covered their hearts of that which they were
earning.”



The next type of oppression is when one oppresses themself by not
fulfilling the trust they have been granted by Allah, the Exalted, in the form
of their body and other worldly blessings they possess. The greatest of
which is one's faith. This must be protected and strengthened through
gaining and acting on Islamic knowledge.

The final type of oppression is when one mistreats others. Allah, the
Exalted, will not forgive these sins until the oppressor’s victim forgives them
first. As people are not so merciful this is unlikely to happen. Then justice
will be established on Judgment Day where the oppressor’s righteous
deeds will be given to their victim and if necessary the victim’s sins will be
given to the oppressor. This may lead to the oppressor being hurled into
Hell. This has been warned in a Hadith found in Sahih Muslim, number
6579. One should therefore treat others how they wish to be treated by
people. A muslim should avoid all forms of oppression if they desire a
guiding light in this world and in the next.



“Except the companions of the right. [Who will be] in gardens
qguestioning each other. About the criminals. [And asking them],
"What put you into Saqgar?" They will say, "We were not of those who
prayed...And we used to deny the Day of Recompense.””

The fact that the prayer is mentioned before anything else, including belief,
indicates that the first step to faith is establishing the obligatory prayers.

In a Hadith found in Jami At Tirmidhi, number 2618, the Holy Prophet
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, warned that the difference
between belief and disbelief is abandoning the obligatory prayers.

In this day and age this has become far too common. Many give up their
obligatory prayers for trivial reasons all of which are undoubtedly rejected.
If the obligation of the prayer has not been removed for the one who is
engaging in battle how can it be removed from anyone else? Chapter 4 An
Nisa, verse 102:

“And when you [i.e., the commander of an army] are among them and lead
them in prayer, let a group of them stand [in prayer] with you and let them
carry their arms. And when they have prostrated, let them be [in position]
behind you and have the other group come forward which has not [yet]
prayed and let them pray with you, taking precaution and carrying their
arms...”



Neither is the traveller or the sick exempt from offering their obligatory
prayers. The traveller has been advised to reduce the amount of cycles in
some of the obligatory prayers in order to reduce the burden for them but
they have not been exempt from offering them. Chapter 4 An Nisa, verse
101:

“And when you travel throughout the land, there is no blame upon you for
shortening the prayer...”

The sick have been advised to perform dry ablution if contact with water will
harm them. Chapter 5 Al Ma’idah, verse 6:

“...But if you are ill or on a journey or one of you comes from the place of
relieving himself or you have contacted women and do not find water, then
seek clean earth and wipe over your faces and hands with it...”

In addition, the sick can perform the obligatory prayer in a way which is
easier for them. Meaning, if they cannot stand they are allowed to sit and if
they cannot sit they can lay down and offer the obligatory prayer. This is
confirmed in a Hadith found in Jami At Tirmidhi, number 372. But again, no



complete exemption is granted to the sick unless one is mentally ill which
prevents them from comprehending the obligation of the prayer.

The other major issue is that some muslims delay their obligatory prayers
and offer them beyond their correct times. This clearly contradicts the Holy
Quran as the believers have been described as those who offer their
obligatory prayers on time. Chapter 4 An Nisa, verse 103:

“...Indeed, prayer has been decreed upon the believers a decree of
specified times.”

Many believe that the following verse of the Holy Quran refers to those who
unnecessarily delay their obligatory prayers. This has been discussed in
Tafseer Ibn Kathir, volume 10, pages 603-604. Chapter 107 Al Ma'un,
verses 4-5:

“So woe to those who pray. [But] who are heedless of their prayer.”

Here Allah, the Exalted, has clearly cursed those who have adopted this
evil trait. How can one find success in this world or the next if they have
been removed from the mercy of Allah, the Exalted?



The Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, declared
in a Hadith found in Sunan An Nasai, number 512, that delaying one's
obligatory prayers unnecessarily is a sign of hypocrisy. The Holy Quran has
made it clear that one of the main reasons people will enter Hell is failing to
establish the obligatory prayers. Chapter 74 Al Muddaththir, verses 42-43:

‘[And asking them], "What put you into Saqar?" They will say, "We were not
of those who prayed.”

Abandoning the obligatory prayers is such a serious sin that the Holy
Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, declared in a
Hadith found in Jami At Tirmidhi, number 2621, that whoever commits this
sin has disbelieved in Islam.

In addition, no other good deed will benefit a muslim until their obligatory
prayers are not established. A Hadith found in Sahih Bukhari, number 553,
clearly warns that one's good deeds are destroyed if they miss the
afternoon obligatory prayer. If this is the case for abandoning one
obligatory prayer can one imagine the penalty of abandoning them all?



Observing the obligatory prayers at their correct times has been advised to
be one of the most beloved deeds to Allah, the Exalted, in a Hadith found in
Sahih Muslim, number 252. From this one can determine that delaying the
obligatory prayers beyond their time or completely missing them is one of
the most hated deeds by Allah, the Exalted.

It is an important duty for all elders to encourage the children under their
care to offer the obligatory prayers from a young age so that they establish
them before it becomes legally binding on them. Those adults that delay
this and wait until children are older have failed in this extremely important
duty. The children who were only encouraged to offer the obligatory
prayers when it became obligatory on them very rarely established them
quickly. In most cases, it takes years for them to fulfil this important duty
correctly. And the blame falls on the elders of the family especially, the
parents. This is why the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be
upon him, has advised in a Hadith found in Sunan Abu Dawud, number
495, that families most encourage their children to offer the obligatory
prayers when they turn seven years old.

Another major issue many muslims face is that they may offer the
obligatory prayers but fail to do so correctly. For example, many do not
complete the stages of the prayer correctly and instead rush through it. In
fact, a Hadith found in Sahih Bukhari, number 757, clearly warns that the
one who prays like this has not prayed at all. Meaning, they are not
recorded as a person who offered their prayer and therefore their obligation
has not been fulfilled. A Hadith found in Jami At Tirmidhi, number 265,
clearly warns that the prayer of the one who does not settle in each position
of the prayer is not accepted.



The Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him,
described the one who does not bow or prostrate correctly in the prayer as
the worse thief. This has been warned in a Hadith found in Muwatta Malik,
Book number 9, Hadith number 75. Unfortunately, many muslims who have
spent decades offering their obligatory and many voluntary prayers like this
will find that none of them have counted and thus they will be treated as
one who did not fulfil their obligation. This is confirmed in a Hadith found in
Sunan An Nasai, number 1313.

The Holy Quran indicates the importance of offering the obligatory prayers
with congregation usually at a Mosque. Chapter 2 Al Bagarah, verse 43:

“...and bow with those who bow [in worship and obedience].”

In fact, due to this verse and Hadiths of the Holy Prophet Muhammad,
peace and blessings be upon him, some reliable scholars have declared
this obligatory on muslim men. For example, one Hadith found in Sunan
Abu Dawud, number 550, clearly warns that the muslims who would not
offer their obligatory prayers with congregation at the Mosque were
considered hypocrites by the Companions, may Allah be pleased with
them. In fact, the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon
him, even threatened to burn the houses of the men who failed to perform
their obligatory prayers at the Mosque with congregation without a valid
excuse. This is confirmed in a Hadith found in Sahih Muslim, number 1482.
Those muslims who are in a position to perform this important deed should



do so. They should not fool themselves into claiming they are performing
other righteous deeds such as helping their family with house chores. Even
though, this is a tradition of the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and
blessings be upon him, according to a Hadith found in Sahih Bukhari,
number 676, but it is important not to rearrange the importance of his
traditions according to one's desires. Whoever does this is not following his
traditions they are only following their own desires even if they are
performing a righteous deed. In fact, this same Hadith concludes by
advising that when it was time for the obligatory prayer the Holy Prophet
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, would leave for the
Mosque.



“Except the companions of the right. [Who will be] in gardens
qguestioning each other. About the criminals. [And asking them],
"What put you into Saqgar?" They will say, "We were not of those who
prayed...And we used to deny the Day of Recompense.””

The fact that the prayer is mentioned before anything else, including belief,
indicates that the first step to faith is establishing the obligatory prayers.

In a Hadith found in Sahih Bukhari, number 528, the Holy Prophet
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, advised that the five
obligatory prayers erase one's sins just like taking a bath five times a day
would clean the body of dirt.

The first thing to note is that this Hadith refers to minor sins only as major
sins require sincere repentance.

In addition, it is important for muslims to not only purify their outer beings of
minor sins by establishing the five obligatory prayers but also fulfill the
other aspect of purification namely, inner purification. This is indicated by
the fact that the five obligatory prayers were spread across the day instead
of being put together. Meaning, a muslim should repeatedly inwardly turn to
Allah, the Exalted, throughout the day just like their body turns to Allah, the
Exalted, five times a day through the obligatory prayers. This inner
purification involves correcting one's intention so that they are only perform



actions in order to please Allah, the Exalted. This is the foundation of Islam
and is what Allah, the Exalted, assesses when judging an action. This has
been confirmed in a Hadith found in Sahih Bukhari, number 1. Those who
act for the sake of other people will be told to gain their reward from them
on Judgment Day which will not be possible. This has been warned in a
Hadith found in Jami At Tirmidhi, number 3154.

Finally, this inner purification includes learning and acting on the teachings
of Islam so that one removes the bad characteristics they possess, such as
envy and instead adopt good characteristics, such as patience. The outer
purification is important but if a muslim desires to achieve success and
overcome all difficulties in both worlds they must purify their inner being as
well as their outer being.



“Except the companions of the right. [Who will be] in gardens
qguestioning each other. About the criminals. [And asking them],
"What put you into Saqgar?" They will say, "...Nor did we used to feed
the poor.””

This includes all types of aiding others not just financial aid. Any type of
lawful need of others should be fulfilled according to one's strength and if a
Muslim finds they cannot provide this aid then they should direct the needy
person to someone who can help them. This will ensure they gain the same
reward as the one who aids the needy person. This is confirmed in a Hadith
found in Jami At Tirmidhi, number 2671. Muslims must sincerely aid others
in ways which benefit them solely for the pleasure of Allah, the Exalted,
without desiring any payback from people as this only leads to their reward
being cancelled. Chapter 2 Al Bagarah, verse 264:

“O you who have believed, do not invalidate your charities with reminders
[of it] or injury...”

Simply put, if a Muslim desires the aid of Allah, the Exalted, in their moment
of need then they must strive to aid others when they are in need. This has
been advised in a Hadith found in Sunan Abu Dawud, number 4893. But
those who turn away from helping others may well be left stranded in their
time of need.



If Muslims desire to demonstrate true gratitude to Allah, the Exalted, so that
they receive an increase in blessings then they must use the blessings they
already possess correctly as prescribed by Islam. Chapter 14 lbrahim,
verse 7.

“‘And [remember] when your Lord proclaimed, 'If you are grateful, | will
surely increase you [in favor]...”

An aspect of this is helping the needy with whatever one possesses such
as good advice.

One should understand a vital point which will prevent them from becoming
proud. Namely, the help they offer the needy is not innately theirs. It was
created and therefore belongs to Allah, the Exalted, and they must
therefore use it according to the wishes of the true owner by helping the
needy. In reality, the needy are doing their helper a favor as they will
receive reward from Allah, the Exalted. If there was no one in need people
would lose out on this method of gaining much reward.



“Except the companions of the right. [Who will be] in gardens
qguestioning each other. About the criminals. [And asking them],
"What put you into Saqgar?" They will say, "...Nor did we used to feed
the poor.””

In a Hadith found in Sunan Abu Dawud, number 2511, the Holy Prophet
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, warned muslims to avoid
greed. This can lead one to withholding the obligatory charity which only
leads to destruction in both worlds. For example, a Hadith found in Sahih
Bukhari, number 1403, warns that the person who does not donate their
obligatory charity will encounter a large poisonous snake which will
continuously bite them on the Day of Judgement. Chapter 3 Alee Imran,
verse 180:

“And let not those who [greedily] withhold what Allah has given them of His
bounty ever think that it is better for them. Rather, it is worse for them.
Their necks will be encircled by what they withheld on the Day of
Resurrection...”

If one’s greed prevents them from donating voluntary charity it may not be
unlawful but it is highly undesirable as this contradicts the characteristic of
a true believer. Put simply, the stingy person is far from Allah, the Exalted,
far from Paradise, far from people and close to Hell. This has been warned
in a Hadith found in Jami At Tirmidhi, number 1961.



“Except the companions of the right. [Who will be] in gardens
qguestioning each other. About the criminals. [And asking them],
"What put you into Saqgar?" They will say, "...And we used to enter
into vain discourse with those who engaged [in it].””

In a Hadith found in Jami At Tirmidhi, number 2501, the Holy Prophet
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, declared that whoever is
silent is saved.

This means the one who is silent from vain or evil speech and only speaks
good words will be saved by Allah, the Exalted, in both worlds. This is
important to understand as the main reason people will enter Hell is
because of their speech. This has been warned in a Hadith found in Jami
At Tirmidhi, number 2616. In fact, it only takes a single evil word to cause a
person to plunge into Hell on Judgement Day which has been confirmed in
a Hadith found in Jami At Tirmidhi, number 2314.

Speech can be of three types. The first is evil speech which should be
avoided at all costs. The second is vain speech which only causes one to
waste time which will lead to a great regret on Judgment Day. In addition,
the first step of sinful speech is often vain speech. So it is safer to avoid
this type of speech. The final type is good speech which should always be
adopted. Based on these aspects two thirds of speech should be removed
from one's life.



In addition, the one who speaks too much will only reflect on their actions
and the hereafter a little as this requires silence. This will prevent one from
assessing their deeds which inspires one to perform more righteous deeds
and sincerely repent from their sins. This person will then be prevented
from changing for the better.

Finally, those who speak too much often discuss worldly things and things
which are entertaining and fun. This will cause them to adopt a mentality
whereby they dislike discussing or listening to serious issues like death and
the hereafter. This will prevent them from preparing adequately for the
hereafter which will lead to a great regret and a potential punishment.

All of this can be avoided if one simply remains silent from sinful and vain
speech and instead only speaks good words. Therefore, the one who is
silent in this way will be saved from trouble in this world and from
punishment in the next world.



“Except the companions of the right. [Who will be] in gardens
qguestioning each other. About the criminals. [And asking them],
"What put you into Saqgar?" They will say, "...And we used to enter
into vain discourse with those who engaged [in it].””

These verses are connected to chapter 4 An Nisa, verse 114

“No good is there in much of their private conversation, except for those
who enjoin charity or that which is right or conciliation between people. And
whoever does that seeking means to the approval of Allah - then We are
going to give him a great reward.”

In this verse Allah, the exalted, explains how people should conduct
themselves when conversing with others so that they derive benefit for
themselves and others. The first is that when muslims gather they should
discuss how to benefit others which encompasses charity in the form of
wealth and physical aid. If a muslim is not in a position to help a needy
person then this is an excellent way of gaining reward equal to actually
helping them. A Hadith found in Sahih Muslim, number 6800, advises that
the one who inspires someone else towards good will be rewarded as if
they performed the good action themself. If one cannot aid someone in
difficulty or inspire another to fulfill this task they can at least encourage
others to supplicate for the one in need. Supplication for an absent person
causes the Angels to pray for the supplicator. This has been advised in a
Hadith found in Sunan Abu Dawud, number 1534. This mentality can
inspire the group to visit the needy person which provides them with
emotional support. This has a powerful psychological impact and provides



them with a new mode of strength when dealing with their hardship. The
important thing to note is that when one mentions the situation of a needy
person their intention must be to aid them in their hour of need. It should
never be for the sake of passing time and making them a target of ridicule.

The second way to gain blessings is when one converses about anything
lawful that will provide benefit to someone in this world or the next. This
aspect includes advising others to do good and refrain from evil in every
aspect of their life.

The third aspect mentioned in this verse involves conversing with others
with a constructive mindset which brings people together in a positive way
instead of possessing a destructive mindset which causes divisions within
society. If a person cannot bring people together in a loving way then the
minimum they can do is not cause divisions amongst them. Even this is
recorded as a good deed when done for the pleasure of Allah, the Exalted.
This has been indicated in a Hadith found in Sahih Bukhari, number 2518.

In fact, a Hadith found in Sunan Abu Dawud, number 4919, advises that
reconciling between two opposing muslims for the pleasure of Allah, the
Exalted, is superior to voluntary prayer and fasting. Every good thing found
within society was the outcome of this pious attitude such as the
construction of schools, hospitals and Mosques.



But it is important to note, that a muslim will only obtain the great reward
mentioned in this verse when they perform the righteous deeds for the
pleasure of Allah, the Exalted. Each person will be rewarded based on their
intention not just their physical action. This is confirmed in a Hadith found in
Sahih Bukhari, number 1. The insincere muslim will find that on Judgment
Day they will be told to gain their reward from those who they acted for
which will not be possible. This is confirmed in a Hadith found in Jami At
Tirmidhi, number 3154.



“Except the companions of the right. [Who will be] in gardens
qguestioning each other. About the criminals. [And asking them],
"What put you into Saqgar?" They will say, "...And we used to enter
into vain discourse with those who engaged [in it].””

There are many muslims who dedicate much of their time, effort and wealth
on things which are neither righteous deeds nor sins meaning, they are
vain things. Vain things can also include acquiring unnecessary things,
such as beautifying one's home beyond their necessities. Even though,
they might be correct in their claim that they are not committing sins it is
important to understand a fact. Namely, time is a precious gift from Allah,
the Exalted, which cannot be gained once it departs. All other things can be
acquired, such as wealth, all other things except time. So when one
dedicates their time as well as other blessings such as wealth to
unnecessary and extra things meaning, vain things, it will only lead to a
great regret on Judgment Day. This will occur when they observe the
reward given to those who made use of their time and performed righteous
deeds. Time wasters may have avoided sins which save them from
punishment but as they wasted time on vain things they may face criticism.
And they will surely lose out on the reward they could have gained if they
utilised their time and other blessings correctly.

In addition, it is important to understand that the more one indulges in vain
things the closer they are to falling into extravagance and waste both of
which are blame worthy. For example, those who waste blessings are
considered the siblings of the Devil. And it can be argued when one
dedicates their time to vain things they have in fact wasted the precious
blessing of time. Chapter 17 Al Isra, verse 27:



“Indeed, the wasteful are brothers of the devils...”



“Except the companions of the right. [Who will be] in gardens
qguestioning each other. About the criminals. [And asking them],
"What put you into Sagar?" They will say, "...And we used to deny the
Day of Recompense.””

It must be noted that the term Day of Recompense has been used instead
of one of the other names of the Day of Judgement. The Day of
Recompense has been used as one can believe in the Day of Judgement
yet practically reject their accountability by failing to practically prepare for
it.

It is important for muslims to regularly assess their own deeds as no one
except Allah, the Exalted, is better aware of them than themselves. When
one honestly judges their own deeds it will inspire them to sincerely repent
from their sins and encourage them towards righteous deeds. But the one
who fails to regularly assess their deeds will lead a life of heedlessness
whereby they commit sins without sincerely repenting. This person will find
the weighing of their deeds on the Day of Judgment extremely difficult. In
fact, it may well cause them to be hurled into Hell.

A clever business owner will always regularly assess their accounts. This
will ensure their business heads in the right direction and ensures they
complete all the necessary accounts such as a tax return correctly. But the
foolish business owner will not regularly take accounts of their business.
This will lead to a loss in profits and a failure in correctly preparing for their
accounts. Those who fail to file their accounts correctly with the
government face penalties which only makes their lives more difficult. But



the key thing to note is that the penalty of failing to correctly assess and
prepare one's deeds for the Scales of Judgment Day does not involve a
monetary fine. Its penalty is more severe and truly unbearable. Chapter 99
Az Zalzalah, verses 7-8:

“So whoever does an atom's weight of good will see it. And whoever does
an atom's weight of evil will see it.”



“Except the companions of the right. [Who will be] in gardens
qguestioning each other. About the criminals. [And asking them],
"What put you into Sagar?" They will say, "...And we used to deny the
Day of Recompense.””

It must be noted that the term of Day of Recompense has been used
instead of one of the other names of the Day of Judgement. The Day of
Recompense has been used as one can believe in the Day of Judgement
yet practically reject their accountability by failing to practically prepare for
it.

Disbelief can be a literal rejecting of Islam or through actions, which
involves disobeying Allah, the Exalted, even though one believes in Him.
This can be clearly understood by an example. If an unaware person is
warned by another of an approaching lion and the unaware person takes
practical steps to obtain safety they will be considered someone who
believed in the warning given to them as they adapted their behaviour
based on the warning. Whereas, if the unaware person does not practically
change their behaviour after being warned, people will suspect that they do
not believe in the warning given to them even if the unaware person
verbally claims belief in the warning given to them.

Some people claim that their belief and obedience to their God is in their
hearts and they therefore do not need to demonstrate it practically.
Unfortunately, this foolish mentality has infected many Muslims who believe
they possess a pure faithful heart even though they fail to fulfil the
obligatory duties of Islam. The Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and



blessings be upon him, has clearly declared in a Hadith found in Sunan lbn
Majah, number 3984, that when one's heart is pure the body becomes pure
which means their actions become correct. But if one's heart is corrupt the
body becomes corrupt which means their actions will be corrupt and
incorrect. Therefore, the one who does not obey Allah, the Exalted, by
fulfilling their duties practically can never have a pure heatrt.

In addition, demonstrating one's faith in Allah, the Exalted, practically is
their proof and evidence which is required on Judgment Day in order to be
granted Paradise. Not having this practical evidence is as silly as a student
who hands back a blank exam paper to their teacher claiming their
knowledge is in their mind so they therefore do not need to write it down by
answering the exam questions. The same way this student would
undoubtedly fail so will a person who reaches Judgment Day without the
obedience of Allah, the Exalted, in the form of fulfilling His commands,
refraining from His prohibitions and by facing destiny with patience, even if
they possess faith in their heart.



“Except the companions of the right. [Who will be] in gardens
qguestioning each other. About the criminals. [And asking them],
"What put you into Sagar?" They will say, "...And we used to deny the
Day of Recompense.””

It must be noted that the term of Day of Recompense has been used
instead of one of the other names of the Day of Judgement. The Day of
Recompense has been used as one can believe in the Day of Judgement
yet practically reject their accountability by failing to practically prepare for
it. An aspect of this is adopting wishful thinking in respect to the mercy of
Allah, the Exalted.

In a Hadith found in Jami At Tirmidhi, number 2459, the Holy Prophet
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, described the difference
between true hope in the mercy of Allah, the Exalted, and wishful thinking.
True hope is when one controls their soul by avoiding the disobedience of
Allah, the Exalted, and actively struggles for preparing for the hereafter.
Whereas, the foolish wishful thinker follows their desires and then expects
Allah, the Exalted, to forgive them and fulfill their wishes.

It is important for muslims not to confuse these two attitudes so that they
avoid living and dying as a wishful thinker as this person is highly unlikely
to succeed in this world or the next. Wishful thinking is like a farmer who
fails to prepare the land for planting, fails to plant seeds, fails to water the
land and then expects to harvest a huge crop. This is plain foolishness and
this farmer is highly unlikely to succeed. Whereas, true hope is like a
farmer who prepares the land, plants seeds, waters the land and then



hopes Allah, the Exalted, will bless them with a huge harvest. The key
difference is that the one who possesses true hope will actively strive to
obey Allah, the Exalted, by fulfilling His commands, refraining from His
prohibitions and by facing destiny with patience according to the traditions
of the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him. And
whenever they slip up they sincerely repent. Whereas, the wishful thinker
will not actively strive in obeying Allah, the Exalted, and instead follow their
desires and still expect Allah, the Exalted, to forgive them and fulfill their
wishes.

Muslims must therefore learn the key difference so that they can abandon
wishful thinking and instead adopt true hope in Allah, the Exalted, which
always leads to nothing except good and success in both worlds. This has
been indicated in a Hadith found in Sahih Bukhari, number 7405.

A specific type of wishful thinking which affected the past nations and even
the muslim nation is when a person believes that they can ignore the
commands and prohibitions of Allah, the Exalted, and somehow someone
on the Day of Judgement will intercede for them and save them from Hell.
Even though the intercession of the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and
blessings be upon him, is a fact and has been discussed in many Hadiths,
such as the one found in Sunan Ibn Majah, number 4308, none the less
even with his intercession some muslims whose punishment will be
reduced by it will still enter Hell. Even a single moment in Hell is truly
unbearable. So one should abandon wishful thinking and instead adopt true
hope by practically striving in the obedience of Allah, the Exalted.



The Devil convinces those who do not believe in Judgement Day that even
if it occurs they will make peace with Allah, the Exalted, on that day by
claiming that they were not so bad as they avoided major crimes such as
murder. They have convinced themselves that their pleas will be accepted
and they will be sent to Paradise even though they disbelieved in Allah, the
Exalted, during their lives on Earth. This is incredibly foolish as Allah, the
Exalted, will not treat the person who believed in Him and tried to obey him
like the one who disbelieved in Him. A single verse has erased this type of
wishful thinking. Chapter 3 Alee Imran, verse 85:

“‘And whoever desires other than Islam as religion - never will it be
accepted from him, and he, in the Hereafter, will be among the losers.”



“Except the companions of the right. [Who will be] in gardens
qguestioning each other. About the criminals. [And asking them],
"What put you into Sagar?" They will say, "...And we used to deny the
Day of Recompense. Until there came to us the certainty [death]."”

It must be noted that the term of Day of Recompense has been used
instead of one of the other names of the Day of Judgement. The Day of
Recompense has been used as one can believe in the Day of Judgement
yet practically reject their accountability by failing to practically prepare for
it. An aspect of this is having false hopes for a long a life thereby being
fooled into believing they can practically prepare for it in the future.

Death is something which is certain to occur but the time is unknown so it
therefore makes sense that a muslim who believes in the hereafter
prioritises preparing for it over preparing for things which might not occur,
such as marriage, children or their retirement. It is strange how many
muslims have adopted the opposite mentality even though they testify that
the world is temporary and uncertain whereas the hereafter is permanent
and they are certain to reach it. No matter how one behaves they will be
judged regarding their deeds. A muslim should not be fooled into believing
that they can and will prepare for the hereafter in the future as this attitude
only causes them to delay further until their death occurs and they leave
this world with regrets that will not aid them.

So the important thing is not that people will die as this is unavoidable but
the key is acting in such a way that one is fully prepared for it. The only way
to prepare for it correctly is by acting on the teachings of Islam namely,



fulfilling the commands of Allah, the Exalted, refraining from His
prohibitions and facing destiny with patience. This is only possible when

one prioritises preparing for the hereafter over preparing for things which
might not occur.



“Except the companions of the right. [Who will be] in gardens
qguestioning each other. About the criminals. [And asking them],
"What put you into Sagar?" They will say, "...And we used to deny the
Day of Recompense. Until there came to us the certainty [death]."”

It must be noted that the term of Day of Recompense has been used
instead of one of the other names of the Day of Judgement. The Day of
Recompense has been used as one can believe in the Day of Judgement
yet practically reject their accountability by failing to practically prepare for
it. An aspect of this is having false hopes for a long a life thereby being
fooled into believing they can practically prepare for it in the future.

When people, irrespective of their faith, go on holiday they only pack the
things they need and maybe a little extra but they try to avoid over packing.
Even the amount of money they take with them they limit in respect to their
stay abroad. When they arrive they often stay in a hotel which usually has
the main necessities of living with a few extras. If they believe they will
never return to the same destination in the future they will never buy a
house as they will claim they stay is short and they will not return. They do
not get a job during their holiday claiming that they stay is short so they do
not need to earn more money. They do not get married nor have children
claiming the holiday destination is not their homeland where they would get
married and have children. Generally speaking, this is the attitude and
mind-set of holiday makers.

It is strange how muslims truly believe they will depart from this world soon
meaning, they stay in the world is temporary just like being on holiday, and



they believe their stay in the hereafter will be permanent yet, they do not
adequately prepare for it. If they truly realised the short time they have,
similarly to a holiday, they would not dedicate too much effort on their
homes and instead be content with a simple home just like the traveller
who is content with a simple hotel. So in reality, this world is like the holiday
destination in the example yet, muslims do not treat it like one. Instead,
they dedicate the majority of their efforts in beautifying their world while
neglecting the eternal hereafter. It is sometimes hard to believe some
muslims actually believe in the permanent hereafter when one observes
the amount of effort they dedicate to the temporal world. Muslims should
therefore strive in preparing for the hereafter by fulfilling the commands of
Allah, the Exalted, refraining from His prohibitions and by facing destiny
with patience while being pleased with obtaining and utilising the
necessities of this world. It is why the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and
blessings be upon him, advised muslims to live in this world as travellers in
a Hadith found in Sahih Bukhari, number 6416. They should not take this
world as a permanent home and instead treat it like a holiday destination.



“Except the companions of the right. [Who will be] in gardens
qguestioning each other. About the criminals. [And asking them],
"What put you into Sagar?" They will say, "...And we used to deny the
Day of Recompense. Until there came to us the certainty [death]."”

It must be noted that the term of Day of Recompense has been used
instead of one of the other names of the Day of Judgement. The Day of
Recompense has been used as one can believe in the Day of Judgement
yet practically reject their accountability by failing to practically prepare for
it. An aspect of this is having false hopes for a long a life thereby being
fooled into believing they can practically prepare for it in the future.

It is strange that even though people believe they can die at any moment
yet the vast majority behave as if they will live a long life. Some dedicate
their efforts to this material world to such a degree that even if they were
guaranteed a long life they could not exert any more effort for the sake of
the material world. Unfortunately, muslims delay preparing for the hereafter
believing they can do it in the future. They often keep delaying this
preparation until they suddenly encounter death unprepared.

It is important for muslims to understand that no matter how long they live
life goes by in a flash. So they should take every opportunity they have in
order to prepare for the eternal hereafter. This does not mean they should
abandon the world completely. It means they should prioritize preparing for
the hereafter by only taking what they need from the material world in order
to fulfil their necessities and responsibilities according to the commands of
Allah, the Exalted. This attitude will allow them to enjoy the lawful pleasures



of this world and prepare adequately for the next one also. A muslim only
fails preparing for the hereafter correctly because of their pursuit of the
excess of this material world, not by striving to fulfil their necessities and
responsibilities.

A muslim should remember the Hadith found in Sahih Muslim, number
7424, which warns that only a person’s deeds will accompany them in their
grave while their family and wealth abandons them at this crucial moment.
Therefore, a muslim should give priority to the thing which will aid them in
their moment of need.

Muslims should not delay preparing for the hereafter otherwise they may
well encounter death suddenly while unprepared as death does not come
at a particular age or time. If they fail to prepare they will be left with
nothing but regrets at a time when regrets will not benefit them. Chapter 89
Al Fajr, verse 23:

“And brought [within view], that Day, is Hell - that Day, man will remember,
but how [i.e., what good] to him will be the remembrance?”



“Except the companions of the right. [Who will be] in gardens
qguestioning each other. About the criminals. [And asking them],
"What put you into Saqar?" They will say, "...And we used to deny the
Day of Recompense. Until there came to us the certainty [death]."”

It must be noted that the term of Day of Recompense has been used
instead of one of the other names of the Day of Judgement. The Day of
Recompense has been used as one can believe in the Day of Judgement
yet practically reject their accountability by failing to practically prepare for
it. An aspect of this is having false hopes for a long a life thereby being
fooled into believing they can practically prepare for it in the future.

In a Hadith found in Sahih Bukhari, number 6412, the Holy Prophet
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, warned that there are two
blessings people often do not appreciate until they lose them namely, good
health and free time.

Everything in this material can be bought, even through illegal means,
except time. Once it passes it does not return. Even though this reality is
not denied by anyone irrespective of their faith yet, many muslims do not
appreciate and make good use of the time they have been given. Many
have adopted the mentality that they will prepare for the hereafter
tomorrow. But as each day passes this tomorrow keeps getting delayed
until, in many cases, this tomorrow never comes. And they only realise this
tomorrow when it is too late meaning, at the time of their death. Those who
are fortunate enough to reach this tomorrow during their lives may inhabit
the Mosques when they reach elderly age but as they have dedicated so



much time and energy to the material world their bodies might be in
Mosques yet, their hearts and tongues are still engrossed in the material
world. This is obvious to those who regularly attend Mosques. These
muslims are unlikely to learn and act on Islamic teachings because of their
elderly age and their worldly mentalities.

In addition, with the passing of time, in most cases, one's responsibilities
only increase such as marriage and raising children. So delaying preparing
for the hereafter until one is supposedly more free is simply foolish. Islam
does not teach muslims to abandon the world but it does encourage them
to make correct use of their time by taking enough from the material world
in order to fulfil their necessitates and responsibilities without extravagance
or waste and then dedicate the rest of their efforts to preparing for the
permanent hereafter. This is how one uses their time correctly. How many
muslims can honestly say they dedicate the majority of their efforts to
preparing for the hereafter over beautifying their temporal world?



“Except the companions of the right. [Who will be] in gardens
qguestioning each other. About the criminals. [And asking them],
"What put you into Sagar?" They will say, "...And we used to deny the
Day of Recompense. Until there came to us the certainty [death]."”

It must be noted that the term of Day of Recompense has been used
instead of one of the other names of the Day of Judgement. The Day of
Recompense has been used as one can believe in the Day of Judgement
yet practically reject their accountability by failing to practically prepare for
it. An aspect of this is having false hopes for a long a life thereby being
fooled into believing they can practically prepare for it in the future.

A great obstacle to the obedience of Allah, the Exalted, is having false
hope for a long life. It is an extremely blameworthy characteristic as it is the
main cause for a muslim giving priority to amassing the material world over
preparing for the hereafter. One only needs to assess their average 24
hour day and observe how much time they dedicate to the material world
and how much time they dedicate to the hereafter in order to realise this
truth. In fact, having false hope for a long life is one of the strongest
weapons the Devil uses in order to misguide people. When a person
believes they will live long they delay preparing for the hereafter falsely
believing they can prepare for it in the near future. In most cases, this near
future never comes and a person passes away without adequately
preparing for the hereatfter.

In addition, false hope for a long life causes one to delay sincere
repentance and changing one's character for the better as they believe



they have much time left to do this. It encourages a person to hoard the
things of this material world, such as wealth, as it convinces them they will
need these things during their long life on Earth. The Devil scares people
into thinking they must hoard wealth for their old age as they may find no
one to support them when they become physically weaker and therefore
can no longer work for themself. They forget that the same way Allah, the
Exalted, took care of their provision when they were younger He will
provide for them in old age too. In fact, the provision of the creation was
allocated over fifty thousand years before the creation of the Heavens and
the Earth. This is confirmed in a Hadith found in Sahih Muslim, number
6748. It is strange how a person will dedicate 40 years of their life saving
for their retirement which very rarely lasts longer than 20 years but fails to
prepare in the same way for the eternal hereatfter.

Islam does not teach muslims to not prepare anything for the world. There
iIs no harm in saving for the near future as long as priority is given to the
hereafter. Even though, people admit they may die at any time yet, some
behave as if they will live forever in this world. Even to the point that if they
were given a promise of eternal life on Earth they would not be able to
strive harder in order to accumulate more of the material world due to the
restrictions of the day and night. How many people have passed away
earlier than expected? And how many learn a lesson from this and change
their behaviour?

In reality, one of the greatest pains a person will feel at the time of death or
any other stage of the hereafter is regret for delaying their preparation for
the hereafter. Chapter 63 Al Munafiqun, verses 10-11:



“And spend [in the way of Allah] from what We have provided you before
death approaches one of you and he says, "My Lord, if only You would
delay me for a brief term so | would give charity and be of the righteous."
But never will Allah delay a soul when its time has come. And Allah is
Aware of what you do.”

A person would be labelled a fool if they dedicated more time and wealth
on a house which they were only going to live in for a short while compared
to a house they were planning to live in for a very long time. This is the
example of giving priority to the temporal world over the eternal hereatfter.

Muslims should work for both the world and the hereafter but know that
death does not come to a person at a time, situation or age known to them
but it is certain to come. Therefore, preparing for it and what it leads to
should take priority over preparing for a future in this world which is not
certain to occur.



“Except the companions of the right. [Who will be] in gardens
qguestioning each other. About the criminals. [And asking them],
"What put you into Saqar?" They will say, "We were not of those who
prayed. Nor did we used to feed the poor. And we used to enter into
vain discourse with those who engaged [in it]. And we used to deny
the Day of Recompense. Until there came to us the certainty [death].”
So there will not benefit them the intercession of intercessors.”

These verses are connected to chapter 80 Abasa, verses 34-37:

“On the Day a man will flee from his brother. And his mother and his father.
And his wife and his children. For every man, that Day, will be a matter
adequate for him.”

This is when each person will flee from their relatives on Judgment Day out
of concern for their own wellbeing. It is important for muslims to understand
that Islam does not advise them to abandon their relatives as upholding the
ties of kinship is an extremely important aspect of Islam. But it encourages
them to put everyone in their rightful place within their life. This means that
they should fulfil the rights of others without going overboard meaning,
without compromising on the duties set by Allah, the Exalted, and following
the established traditions of the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and
blessings be upon him. Unfortunately, some go too far and abandon these
more important duties out of misplaced love and loyalty to their relatives.
Some even strive to obtain unlawful provision and commit sins for the sake
of pleasing their relatives. This great event clearly shows the downside of
doing this. A muslim should always support others especially, their relatives



in what is good but never support them in bad things irrespective of how
close their bond with them maybe as there is no obedience to the creation
if it leads to the disobedience of Allah, the Exalted. Chapter 5 Al Ma’idah,
verse 2:

“...And cooperate in righteousness and piety, but do not cooperate in sin
and aggression...”

In addition, this great event will occur between the people who, in most
cases, share a deeper connection than a person does with their friends. So
if this is the outcome of relatives on Judgment Day can one imagine the
outcome of friends? Chapter 25 Al Furgan, verse 28:

“Oh, woe to me! | wish | had not taken that one as a friend.”

The only way people can truly benefit each other in this world or in the next
IS when they prioritise the obedience of Allah, the Exalted, which involves
fulfilling His commands, refraining from His prohibitions and facing destiny
with patience, over all else and aid each other in this ultimate goal. Chapter
43 Az Zukhruf, verse 67:



“Close friends, that Day, will be enemies to each other, except for the
righteous”



“Except the companions of the right. [Who will be] in gardens
questioning each other. About the criminals. [And asking them],
"What put you into Sagar?" They will say, "We were not of those

who prayed. Nor did we used to feed the poor. And we used to
enter into vain discourse with those who engaged [in it]. And we
used to deny the Day of Recompense. Until there came to us the

certainty [death].” So there will not benefit them the intercession of
intercessors.”

It must be noted that the term of Day of Recompense has been used
instead of one of the other names of the Day of Judgement. The Day of
Recompense has been used as one can believe in the Day of
Judgement yet practically reject their accountability by failing to
practically prepare for it.

The thing to remember is that in reality each person who will end up in
Hell takes the fire, which they will encounter in Hell, with them from this
world in the form of their sins. When a muslim engraves this reality into
their mind they will observe each sin, major or minor, as a piece of
unbearable fire. The same way a person avoids fire in this world they
should avoid sins as in reality sins are like hidden fire which will be
shown to them in the hereatfter.

In addition, a muslim should not live in heedlessness and believe they
can simply claim love for Allah, the Exalted, the Holy Prophet
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, and the Companions,
may Allah be pleased with them, without supporting this verbal
declaration with actions. If this was true then the Companions, may Allah
be pleased with them, would not have strived so hard in the obedience



of Allah, the Exalted, and they undoubtedly understood Islam and
Judgment Day better than the people after them. Simply put, a
declaration of love without actions will not save one from Hell. In fact, it
has been made clear that some muslims will enter Hell on Judgment
Day. The muslim who abandons acting on Islamic teachings should
understand that their attitude may cause them to lose their faith before
their death so that they enter Judgment Day as a non-muslim, which is
the greatest loss.

The same way one would not enter a battle without armour and a shield
a muslim should not enter Judgment Day without the armour and shield
of righteous deeds. Otherwise, the same way the soldier who has no
protection will most likely be harmed so will a muslim who reaches
Judgment Day without the protection provided by the obedience of Allah,
the Exalted, which involves fulfilling the commands of Allah, the Exalted,
refraining from His prohibitions and facing destiny with patience. A
muslim should remember that the luxuries and pleasures of the material
world they enjoyed will not make them feel better if they end up in Hell.
In fact, it will only make them feel worse.
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