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Introduction

The following short book discusses the importance of Equality in Islam.
This discussion is based on Chapter 49 Al Hujurat, Verse 13 of the Holy
Quran:

“O mankind, indeed We have created you from male and female and
made you peoples and tribes that you may know one another. Indeed,
the most noble of you in the sight of Allah is the most righteous of you.
Indeed, Allah is Knowing and Aware.”

Implementing the lessons discussed will aid a Muslim to Achieve Noble
Character. According to the Hadith found in Jami At Tirmidhi, number
2003, the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him,
has advised that the heaviest thing in the Scales of Judgment Day will
be Noble Character. It is one of qualities of the Holy Prophet
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, which Allah, the Exalted,
complimented in Chapter 68 Al Qalam, Verse 4 of the Holy Quran:

“And indeed, you are of a great moral character.”

Therefore, it is a duty on all Muslims to gain and act on the teachings of
the Holy Quran and the traditions of the Holy Prophet Muhammad,
peace and blessings be upon him, in order to Achieve Noble Character.



Equality in Islam

Chapter 49 - Al Hujurat, Verse 13

“O mankind, indeed We have created you from male and female and made

you peoples and tribes that you may know one another. Indeed, the most
noble of you in the sight of Allah is the most righteous of you. Indeed, Allah
is Knowing and Aware.”



“O mankind, indeed We have created you from male and female...”

Allah, the Exalted, is Al Khalig, which means the Creator, Al Baari which
means the Maker and Al Musawwir which means the Fashioner.

The Creator is the One who brings something into existence. In reality,
there is no Creator except Allah, the Exalted, as He is the only One who
creates without any aid from another. On other hand, an inventor only
invents things through the aid of Allah, the Exalted. Chapter 37 As Saffat,
verse 96:

“While Allah created you and that which you do?"

The Maker is the One who arranges all of the creation and prepares them
for receiving the forms He has chosen for them which is linked to the next
divine name mentioned earlier namely, the Fashioner.

The Creator makes things manifest. The Maker chooses their shape,
appearance, and time of creation. The Fashioner fashions the creation
according to His divine will.



After understanding these divine names a muslim must trust Allah, the
Exalted, in all situations. If Allah, the Exalted, created and manages the
entire universe He is more than capable in sorting out a person's problems.
In addition, these names indicate that Allah, the Exalted, is the One who
creates and chooses all things. So a muslim should not challenge the
choice of Allah, the Exalted, as this leads to nothing except disappointment.
It is therefore better to submit obediently and patiently await relief knowing
that Allah, the Exalted, only decrees the best for His servants even if this
wisdom is not obvious to them. As a muslim is short sighted it is better to
trust in the Creator whose wisdom has no limits. Chapter 2 Al Baqgarah,
verse 216:

“...But perhaps you hate a thing and it is good for you; and perhaps you
love a thing and it is bad for you. And Allah knows, while you know not.”



“O mankind, indeed We have created you from male and female and
made you peoples and tribes that you may know one another...”

An aspect of this is through this recognition one can fulfil the rights of
others, such as their relatives.

Upholding the ties of kinship is a vital aspect of Islam which cannot be
abandoned if one desires success in both worlds. A true sign of one’s faith
Is not spending all day worshipping Allah, the Exalted, in a Mosque but it is
to fulfill the rights of Allah, the Exalted, and to fulfill the rights of the
creation. One of the most important rights of the creation is to uphold the
ties of kinship. One can feign piety by dressing Islamically but they cannot
deceive Allah, the Exalted. When one turns the pages of history they will
always observe that the pious servants of Allah, the Exalted, maintained
their ties of kinship. Even when their relative’s mistreated them they still
responded with kindness. Chapter 41 Fussilat, verse 34:

“And not equal are the good deed and the bad. Repel [evil] by that [deed]
which is better; and thereupon, the one whom between you and him is
enmity [will become] as though he was a devoted friend.”

In a Hadith found in Sahih Muslim, number 6525, the Holy Prophet
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, advised that Allah, the



Exalted, will always aid the one who strives to maintain their ties of kinship
even if their relatives make things difficult for them.

Replying good with good is not special whereas, replying good to evil is the
sign of a sincere believer. The former behavior is even seen in animals. In
most cases, when one treats an animal kindly it will in turn show affection
back. It is confirmed in a Hadith found in Sahih Bukhari, number 5991, that
the one who truly upholds the bonds of kinship is the one who maintains
ties even when their relatives sever them. The Holy Prophet Muhammad,
peace and blessings be upon him, was constantly terrorized by most of his
relatives but he always showed kindness towards them.

It is commonly known that one cannot achieve success without the
closeness of Allah, the Exalted. But in a Hadith found in Sahih Bukhari,
number 5987, Allah, the Exalted, has clearly declared that He will sever
bonds with the one who cuts their ties of kinship over worldly reasons. Bear
in mind, this is true irrespective of how much one struggles to fulfill the
rights of Allah, the Exalted, in the form of worship such as, the obligatory
prayers. If Allah, the Exalted, cuts ties with a muslim how can they achieve
His closeness and eternal success?

In addition, in most cases Allah, the Exalted, delays the punishment of sins
in order to give people the opportunity to repent. But breaking the ties of
kinship over worldly reasons is punished swiftly. This has been confirmed
in a Hadith found in Sunan Ibn Majah, number 4212.



Unfortunately, severing ties is commonly seen in the world today. People
easily sever ties of kinship over petty worldly reasons. They fail to
recognize that any loss which occurs in the material world is temporary but
if they are disconnected from Allah, the Exalted, they will face prolonged
suffering in both worlds.

A reason for breaking the ties of kinship which is commonly seen within the
Islamic community is when one reaches a higher social status through their
occupation. This inspires them to discard their relatives as they believe
they are not worthy of interacting with them anymore. Their love for their
wealth and social status pushes them to the doors of paranoia which
convinces them that their relatives only wish to take their wealth from them.

The Holy Quran indicates that these bonds will be questioned about on the
Day of Judgment. Chapter 4 An Nisa, verse 1.

“...And fear Allah, through whom you ask one another, and the wombs.
Indeed Allah is ever over you, an Observer.”

This verse also clearly indicates that one cannot obtain piety without
upholding the ties of kinship. So those who believe they can achieve it
through excess worship and fasting are proven wrong and must therefore
change their behaviour.



Islam teaches muslims to uphold all ties of kinship by aiding their relatives
in matters which are good whenever and wherever possible. They have
been ordered to adopt a constructive mindset which unites relatives for the
benefit of society rather than a destructive mentality which only causes
divisions within families. According to a Hadith found in Sunan Abu Dawud,
number 4919, creating divisions amongst people leads to one's destruction.

Those who sever their ties of kinship have been cursed in the Holy Quran.
Chapter 47 Muhammad, verses 22-23:

“So would you perhaps, if you turned away, cause corruption on earth and
sever your [ties of] relationship? Those [who do so] are the ones that Allah
has cursed...”

How can one achieve their lawful desires in this world or in the next when
they are encompassed with the curse of Allah, the Exalted, and deprived of
His mercy?

Islam does not order one to go beyond their means in supporting their
relatives nor does it ask them to sacrifice the limits of Allah, the Exalted, for
their relatives as there is no obedience to the creation if it means



disobedience to the Creator. This is confirmed in a Hadith found in Sunan
Abu Dawud, number 2625. Therefore, one should never join their relatives
In acts of evil. In this case, a muslim should command their relatives to do
good and gently forbid them from evil while maintaining respect for them.
Chapter 5 Al Ma’idah, verse 2:

“And cooperate in righteousness and piety, but do not cooperate in sin and
aggression...”

Countless benefits are obtained by the one who maintains the ties of
kinship for the sake of Allah, the Exalted. For example, the Holy Prophet
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, advised that the one who
maintains ties will be blessed with extra grace in their provision and in their
life. This is confirmed in a Hadith found in Sunan Abu Dawud, number
1693. This means that their provision irrespective of how little it is will be
enough for them and it will provide them with peace of mind and body.
Grace in life means they will find time to fulfill all their religious and worldly
duties. These are two blessings muslims spend their whole life and wealth
trying to obtain but many fail to recognize that Allah, the Exalted, has
placed both of them in maintaining ties of kinship.

Maintaining ties of kinship is so important that the Holy Prophet
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, ordered muslims to fulfill
this vital duty even with their non-muslim relatives. A Hadith advising this is
found in Sahih Muslim, number 2324.



One of the traps of the Deuvil is that he aims to create dissension between
relatives and within society which leads to broken families and social
divisions. His ultimate goal is to weaken Islam as a nation. Unfortunately,
some have become infamous for harboring grudges which go on for
decades and pass on from generation to generation. A person will treat a
relative well for decades but over one mistake and argument the latter will
vow nhever to speak to them again. The Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace
and blessings be upon him, has warned in a Hadith found in Sahih Muslim,
number 6526, that it is unlawful for a muslim to cut off ties from another
muslim over a worldly issue for more than three days. If this is the
command regarding severing ties with a non-relative can one imagine the
seriousness of severing ties with relatives? This question has been
answered in Sahih Bukhari, number 5984. The Holy Prophet Muhammad,
peace and blessings be upon him, has declared that the one who severs
ties with a relative over worldly reasons will not enter Paradise.

One must reflect on the verses and Hadiths which discuss this important
topic and realize that if after decades of sins Allah, the Exalted, does not
close His doors or servers links with people why do people so easily turn
their backs on their relatives over small worldly issues? This must change if
one desires for their connection to Allah, the Exalted, to remain intact.



“O mankind, indeed We have created you from male and female and
made you peoples and tribes that you may know one another. Indeed,
the most noble of you in the sight of Allah is the most righteous of
you...”

In a Hadith found in Sahih Muslim, number 6543, the Holy Prophet
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, advised that Allah, the
Exalted, does not judge people based on their outward appearance or their
wealth instead He observes and judges people's inward intention and their
physical actions.

The first thing to note is that a muslim should always correct their intention
when performing any deed as Allah, the Exalted, will only reward them
when they perform righteous deeds for His sake. Those who perform deeds
for the sake of other people and things will be told to gain their reward from
those who they acted for on Judgment Day, which will not be possible. This
has been warned in a Hadith found in Jami At Tirmidhi, number 3154.

In addition, this Hadith indicates the importance of equality in Islam. A
person is not superior to others by worldly things such as their ethnicity or
wealth. Even though, many muslims have erected these barriers such as
social castes and sects thereby believing some are better than others Islam
has clearly rejected this concept and declared that in this respect all people
are equal in the sight of Islam. The only thing which makes one muslim
superior to another is their piety meaning, how much they fulfill the
commands of Allah, the Exalted, refrain from His prohibitions and face
destiny with patience. Chapter 49 Al Hujurat, verse 13:



“...Indeed, the most noble of you in the sight of Allah is the most righteous
of you...”

A muslim should therefore busy themself in obeying Allah, the Exalted, by
fulfilling His rights and the rights of people and not believe that something
they possess or belong to will somehow save them from punishment. The
Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, has made it
clear in a Hadith found in Sahih Muslim, number 6853, that the muslim who
lacks in righteous deeds meaning, the obedience of Allah, the Exalted, will
not be increased in rank because of their lineage. In reality, this applies to
all worldly things such as wealth, ethnicity, gender or social brotherhoods
and castes.



“O mankind, indeed We have created you from male and female and
made you peoples and tribes that you may know one another. Indeed,
the most noble of you in the sight of Allah is the most righteous of
you...”

In a Hadith found in Sunan Abu Dawud, number 5116, the Holy Prophet
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, clearly warned that nobility
does not lie in one's lineage as all people are the descendants of the Holy
Prophet Adam, peace be upon him, and he was made of dust. Therefore,
people should give up boasting about their relatives and lineage.

It is important to understand that even though some ignorant muslims have
adopted the attitude of other nations by creating castes and sects thereby
believing some people are superior to others based on these groups Islam
declared a simple criterion for superiority namely, piety. Meaning, the more
a muslim fulfills the commands of Allah, the Exalted, refrains from His
prohibitions and faces destiny with patience the greater they are in rank in
the sight of Allah, the Exalted. Chapter 49 Al Hujurat, verse 13:

“...Indeed, the most noble of you in the sight of Allah is the most righteous
of you...”



This verse destroys all other standards which have been created by
ignorant people such as one’s race, ethnicity, wealth, gender or social
status.

In addition, if a muslim is proud of a pious person in their lineage they
should correctly demonstrate this belief by praising Allah, the Exalted, and
following in their footsteps. Boasting about others without following in their
footsteps will not help someone in either this world or the next. This has
been made clear in a Hadith found in Jami At Tirmidhi, number 2945.

Finally, the one who is proud of others but fails to follow in their footsteps is
indirectly dishonoring them as the outside world will observe their bad
character and assume their righteous ancestor behaved in the same
manner. These people should therefore strive harder in the obedience of
Allah, the Exalted, because of this reason. These are like those people who
adopt the outward traditions and advice of the Holy Prophet Muhammad,
peace and blessings be upon him, such as growing a beard or wearing a
scarf yet, fail to adopt his inner character. The outside world will only think
negatively about the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be
upon him, when they observe the bad character of these muslims.



“O mankind, indeed We have created you from male and female and
made you peoples and tribes that you may know one another. Indeed,
the most noble of you in the sight of Allah is the most righteous of
you...”

Piety is achieved when one strives to fulfil the commands of Allah, the
Exalted, refrain from His prohibitions and faces destiny with patience.
Unfortunately, the Devil has tricked many women into debating the status
of women compared to men. Even though, Islam has granted women such
honour as no other institution or faith ever has such as placing Paradise,
which is the ultimate bliss, beneath the feet of a woman namely, one's
mother. This is confirmed in a Hadith found in Sunan An Nasai, number
3106. In a Hadith found in Jami At Tirmidhi, number 3895, the Holy Prophet
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, advised that the best man
iIs the one who treats his wife the best. There are countless other
examples. But the point to note is that women should not be bothered
about comparing themselves to men as this is not what Allah, the Exalted,
desires. Instead, women should strive to adopt piety and if they achieve it
than they will become superior to every man or woman who possesses less
piety than them. This is the benchmark which separates who is superior to
whom. And it is clear from this verse that it is not based on one’s gender. If
one turns the pages of history they will observe great female muslims who
concentrated on this important task instead of arguing and debating about
the differences between men and women and as a result they became
better than the vast majority of men and women. In reality, if muslim
women were granted all the rights they dreamed of even then it would not
make them superior to others until they adopted piety. This is quite evident
when one observes the media and those who behave as they please. And
this fact will be made crystal clear in the next world. Therefore, if a muslim
desires to be superior to others they should seek it in piety not in arguing
and debates.



“...Indeed, the most noble of you in the sight of Allah is the most
righteous of you...”

Righteousness cannot be achieved without gaining and acting on Islamic
knowledge so that one can fulfill the commands of Allah, the Exalted,
refrain from His prohibitions and face destiny with patience according to the
traditions of the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon
him. Chapter 35 Fatir, verse 28:

“...Only those fear Allah, from among His servants, who have
knowledge...”

In a Hadith found in Jami At Tirmidhi, number 2451, the Holy Prophet
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon, advised that a muslim cannot
become righteous until they avoid something which is not harmful to their
religion out of caution that it will lead to something which is harmful.
Therefore, an aspect of righteousness is to avoid things which are doubtful
not just unlawful. This is because doubtful things takes a muslim one step
closer to the unlawful and the closer one is to the unlawful the easier it is to
fall into it. It is why a Hadith found in Jami At Tirmidhi, number 1205,
advises that the one who avoids unlawful and doubtful things will protect
their religion and honor. If one observes those who have become
misguided in society, in most cases, this occurred gradually not in one
sudden step. Meaning, the person first indulged in doubtful things before
falling into the unlawful. This is the reason why Islam stresses the need to
avoid unnecessary and vain things in one's life as they can lead them to
the unlawful. For example, vain and useless speech which is not classified



sinful by Islam often leads to evil speech, such as backbiting, lying and
slander. If a person avoids the first step by not indulging in vain speech
they will undoubtedly avoid evil speech. This process can be applied to all
things which are vain, unnecessary and especially, doubtful.



“...Indeed, Allah is Knowing...”

Allah, the Exalted, is All Knowing as nothing escapes His knowledge
whether in the Heavens or the Earth whether visible or not. The knowledge
of Allah, the Exalted, has no limit, it has no beginning and no end and it is
innate meaning, no one gave it to Him. Every creation which possesses
knowledge has been granted it by none other than Allah, the Exalted. The
knowledge of the creation is limited and has a beginning. Allah, the
Exalted, is fully aware of one's outer and inner beings at all time.

The muslim who understands this divine name will refrain from sins both
outward and inward rightfully believing Allah, the Exalted, knows all this
and will hold them accountable for their actions. In addition, they will not
stress about worldly issues understanding that Allah, the Exalted, is fully
aware of them and will respond to them at the right time.

A muslim should act on this divine name by striving to gain and act on
useful knowledge both worldly and religious which is the path of piety. This
Is the true inheritor of the Holy Prophets, peace be upon them, which has
been indicated in a Hadith found in Sunan Ibn Majah, number 223.



“ ..Indeed, Allah is...Aware.”

Allah, the Exalted, is fully aware of all things including the inner intention
and feelings of a person as well as their outward actions.

The muslim who understands this will ensure they not only perform
righteous deeds but will do so with the correct intention knowing that
they might be able to fool people but Allah, the Exalted, is fully aware of
their intention and inward state and will hold them accountable according
to it.

A muslim must act on this divine name by striving to gain and act on
useful worldly and religious knowledge sincerely for the sake of Allah,
the Exalted. In addition, they must constantly supervise their inward and
outward states. Through this they will become aware of their faults and
strive to rectify them. A muslim should not live heedless to the purpose
of their creation. They should instead live in full awareness and therefore
obey Allah, the Exalted, by fulfilling His commands, refraining from His
prohibitions and by facing destiny with patience.
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