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Introduction

The following short book discusses the aspects of Following the
Forerunners. This discussion is based on Chapter 9 At Tawbah, Verse
100 of the Holy Quran:

“And the first forerunners [in the faith] among the Muhdgjireen [migrants
from Mecca] and the Ansar [the helpers from Medina] and those who
followed them with good conduct - Allah is pleased with them and they
are pleased with Him, and He has prepared for them gardens beneath
which rivers flow, wherein they will abide forever. That is the great
attainment.”

Implementing the lessons discussed will aid a Muslim to Achieve Noble
Character. According to the Hadith found in Jami At Tirmidhi, number
2003, the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him,
has advised that the heaviest thing in the Scales of Judgment Day will
be Noble Character. It is one of qualities of the Holy Prophet
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, which Allah, the Exalted,
complimented in Chapter 68 Al Qalam, Verse 4 of the Holy Quran:

“And indeed, you are of a great moral character.”



Therefore, it is a duty on all Muslims to gain and act on the teachings of
the Holy Quran and the traditions of the Holy Prophet Muhammad,
peace and blessings be upon him, in order to Achieve Noble Character.



Following the Forerunners

Chapter 9 - At Tawbah, Verse 100
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“And the first forerunners [in the faith] among the Muhgjireen [migrants from
Mecca] and the Ansar [the helpers from Medina] and those who followed
them with good conduct - Allah is pleased with them and they are pleased
with Him, and He has prepared for them gardens beneath which rivers flow,
wherein they will abide forever. That is the great attainment.”



“And the first forerunners [in the faith] among the Muhajireen
[migrants from Mecca] and the Ansar [the helpers from
Medina]...Allah is pleased with them and they are pleased with Him...”

A sign of truly loving Allah, the Exalted, and the Holy Prophet Muhammad,
peace and blessings be upon him, is to love all those who love Allah, the
Exalted, and the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon
him, for the sake of Allah, the Exalted, even if this contradicts one's
personal opinion about them. This love includes those who proclaim love
through their words and more importantly through their actions. For
example, it is obvious to all that all the household of the Holy Prophet
Muhammad, may Allah be pleased with them, all the Companions, may
Allah be pleased with them, and the righteous predecessors possessed this
true love. So loving each of them is a duty upon the one who claims love
for Allah, the Exalted, and the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and
blessings be upon him. This has been proven through many Hadiths such
as the one found in Sahih Bukhari, number 17. It advises that love for the
helpers of the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him,
meaning, the residents of the Holy city of Medina is a part of faith and
hatred for them is a sign of hypocrisy. In another Hadith found in Jami At
Tirmidhi, number 3862, the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings
be upon him, has clearly warned muslims not to criticize any of the
Companions, may Allah be pleased with them, as loving them is a sign of
loving the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him,
and hating them is a sign of hating the Holy Prophet, peace and blessings
be upon him, and Allah, the Exalted. This person will not succeed unless
they sincerely repent. The Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings
be upon him, mentioned a similar statement regarding his blessed
household, may Allah be pleased with them, in a Hadith found in Sunan
Ibn Majah, number 143.



If a muslim unjustifiably criticises any muslim who demonstrates their love
for Allah, the Exalted, it proves their lack of love for Allah, the Exalted. If a
muslim commits a sin other muslims should hate the sin but they should,
for the sake of Allah, the Exalted, still have love for the sinful muslim
because of their love for Allah, the Exalted, and the Holy Prophet
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him. The sign of loving others is
to treat them kindly and respectfully. Simply put, one should treat others
how they wish people to treat them.

In addition, a muslim should dislike all those who show dislike for those
who love Allah, the Exalted, and the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and
blessings be upon him, irrespective of if the person is a relative or a
stranger. A muslim’s feelings should never prevent them from fulfilling this
sign of true love for Allah, the Exalted, and the Holy Prophet Muhammad,
peace and blessings be upon him. This does not mean they should harm
them but they should make it clear to them that hating those who love
Allah, the Exalted, and the Holy Prophet, peace and blessings be upon
him, is unacceptable. If they persist on this deviant attitude then one should
separate from them until they sincerely repent.



“And the first forerunners [in the faith] among the Muhajireen
[migrants from Mecca] and the Ansar [the helpers from Medina] and
those who followed them with good conduct - Allah is pleased with

them and they are pleased with Him...”

This verse clearly indicates that one will only join the Companions, may
Allah be pleased with them, in the next world when they practically follow
them by adopting their characteristics.

Every muslim openly declares that they desire the companionship of the
Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, the other
Holy Prophets, peace be upon him them, and the Companions, may Allah
be pleased with them, in the hereafter. They often quote the Hadith found
in Sahih Bukhari, number 3688, which advises that a person will be with
those they love in the hereafter. And because of this they openly declare
their love for these righteous servants of Allah, the Exalted. But it is strange
how they desire this outcome and claim love for the Holy Prophet
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, yet they barely know him
as they are too busy to study his life, character and teachings. This is
foolish as how can one truly love someone they do not even know?

In addition, when these people are asked for proof of their love for the Holy
Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, on Judgment Day
what will they say? What will they present? The proof of this declaration is
studying and acting on the life, character and teachings of the Holy Prophet
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him. A declaration without this
evidence will not be accepted by Allah, the Exalted. This is quite obvious as



no one understood Islam better than the Companions, may Allah be
pleased with them, did and this was not their attitude. They declared love
for the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, and
supported their claim through actions by following in his footsteps. This is
why they will be with him in the hereatfter.

Those who believe love is in the heart and does not require it to be shown
through actions is as foolish as the student who hands back a blank exam
paper to their teacher claiming that knowledge is in their mind so they do
not need to practically write it down on paper and then still expects to pass.

The one who behaves in such a manner does not love the righteous
servants of Allah, the Exalted, only their own desires and they have
undoubtedly been fooled by the Deuvil.

Finally, it is important to note that members of other religions also claim
love for their Holy Prophets, peace be upon them. But as they failed to
follow in their footsteps and act on their teachings they will certainly not be
with them on Judgment Day. This is quite obvious if one ponders over this
fact for a moment.



“And the first forerunners [in the faith] among the Muhajireen
[migrants from Mecca] and the Ansar [the helpers from Medina] and
those who followed them with good conduct - Allah is pleased with

them and they are pleased with Him...”

This verse clearly indicates that one will only obtain the pleasure of Allah,
the Exalted, when they follow in the footsteps of the Companions, may
Allah be pleased with them, which involves sincerely obeying and following
the two sources of guidance.

In a Hadith found in Sunan Abu Dawud, number 4606, the Holy Prophet
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, warned that any matter
which is not based on Islam will be rejected.

If muslims desire lasting success in both worldly and religious matters they
must strictly adhere to the teachings of the Holy Quran and the traditions of
the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him. Even
though, certain actions which are not directly taken from these two sources
of guidance can still be considered a righteous deed it is important to
prioritize these two sources of guidance over all else. Because the fact is
that the more one acts on things which are not taken from these two
sources even if it is a righteous deed the less they will act on these two
sources of guidance. An obvious example is how many muslims have
adopted cultural practices into their lives which do not have a foundation in
these two sources of guidance. Even if these cultural practices are not sins
they have preoccupied muslims from learning and acting on these two
sources of guidance as they feel satisfied with their behaviour. This leads



to ignorance of the two sources of guidance which in turn will only lead to
misguidance.

This is why a muslim must learn and act on these two sources of guidance
which have been established by the leaders of guidance and only then act
on other voluntary righteous deeds if they have the time and energy to do
so. But if they choose ignorance and made up practices even if they are not
sins over learning and acting on these two sources of guidance they will not
achieve success.



“And the first forerunners [in the faith] among the Muhajireen
[migrants from Mecca] and the Ansar [the helpers from Medina] and
those who followed them with good conduct - Allah is pleased with

them and they are pleased with Him...”

This verse clearly indicates that one will only obtain the pleasure of Allah,
the Exalted, when they follow in the footsteps of the Companions, may
Allah be pleased with them, which involves sincerely obeying and following
the two sources of guidance.

In a Hadith found in Sahih Muslim number 196, the Holy Prophet
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, advised that Islam is
sincerity towards the Holy Quran and the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace
and blessings be upon him.

Sincerity towards the Holy Quran includes having deep respect and love for
the words of Allah, the Exalted. This sincerity is proven when one fulfils the
three aspects of the Holy Quran. The first is to recite it correctly and
regularly. The second is to understand its teachings through a reliable
source and teacher. The final aspect is to act on the teachings of the Holy
Quran with the aim of pleasing Allah, the Exalted. The sincere muslim gives
priority to acting on its teachings over acting on their desires which
contradict the Holy Quran. Modelling one’s character on the Holy Quran is
the sign of true sincerity towards the book of Allah, the Exalted. This is the
tradition of the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon
him, which is confirmed in a Hadith found in Sunan Abu Dawud, number
1342.



The next thing mentioned in the main Hadith under discussion is sincerity
towards the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him.
This includes striving to acquire knowledge in order to act on his traditions.
These traditions include the ones related to Allah, the Exalted, in the form
of worship, and his blessed noble character towards the creation. Chapter
68 Al Qalam, verse 4:

"And indeed, you are of a great moral character.”

It includes to accept his commands and prohibitions at all times. This has
been made a duty by Allah, the Exalted. Chapter 59 Al Hashr, verse 7:

"...And whatever the Messenger has given you - take; and what he has
forbidden you - refrain from..."

Sincerity includes to give priority to his traditions over the actions of anyone
else as all paths to Allah, the Exalted, are closed except the path of the
Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him. Chapter 3
Alee Imran, verse 31:



"Say, [O Muhammad], "If you should love Allah, then follow me, [so] Allah
will love you and forgive you your sins..."

One must love all those who supported him during his life and after his
passing, whether they are from his Family or his Companions, may Allah
be pleased with them all. Supporting those who walk on his path and teach
his traditions is a duty on those who desire to be sincere to him. Sincerity
also includes loving those who love him and disliking those who criticise
him irrespective, of one’s relationship with these people. This is all
summarised in a single Hadith found in Sahih Bukhari, number 16. It
advises that a person cannot have true faith until they love Allah, the
Exalted, and the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon
him, more than the entire creation. This love must be shown through
actions not just words.



“And the first forerunners [in the faith] among the Muhajireen
[migrants from Mecca] and the Ansar [the helpers from Medina] and
those who followed them with good conduct - Allah is pleased with

them and they are pleased with Him...”

This verse also indicates that one will not achieve the pleasure of Allah, the
Exalted, until they are pleased with His choices and decrees in respect to
their lives. This was the attitude of the Companions, may Allah be pleased
with them. This is achieved when one gains and acts on Islamic
knowledge.

In a Hadith found in Sahih Muslim, number 7500, the Holy Prophet
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, advised that every situation
is blessed for a believer. The only condition is that they need to respond to
each situation they encounter while obeying Allah, the Exalted, specifically,
patience in difficulties and gratitude in times of ease.

There are two aspects of life. One aspect are the situations people find
themselves in whether they are times of ease or difficulties. The control of
what situation a person faces is out of their hands. Allah, the Exalted, has
decided this and there is no escaping them. Therefore, stressing over the
situations one faces does not make sense as they are destined and
therefore inevitable. The other aspect is a person’s reaction to each
situation. This is in each person's control and this is what they are judged
on for example, showing patience or impatience in a difficult situation.
Therefore, a muslim must concentrate on their behaviour and reaction in
each situation instead of stressing over being in a situation as this is



unavoidable. If a muslim desires to succeed in both worlds they should
assess each situation and always act in the obedience of Allah, the
Exalted. For example, in times of ease they must use the blessings they
possess as prescribed by Islam which is true gratitude to Allah, the Exalted.
Chapter 14 Ibrahim, verse 7:

“‘And [remember] when your Lord proclaimed, 'If you are grateful, | will
surely increase you [in favor]...”

And in times of difficulty they must show patience knowing Allah, the
Exalted, chooses what is best for His servants even if they do not
understand the wisdom behind the choices. Chapter 2 Al Baqgarah, verse
216:

“...But perhaps you hate a thing and it is good for you; and perhaps you
love a thing and it is bad for you. And Allah knows, while you know not.”



“And the first forerunners [in the faith] among the Muhajireen
[migrants from Mecca] and the Ansar [the helpers from Medina] and
those who followed them with good conduct - Allah is pleased with

them and they are pleased with Him...”

This verse also indicates that one will not achieve the pleasure of Allah, the
Exalted, until they are pleased with His choices and decrees in respect to
their lives. This was the attitude of the Companions, may Allah be pleased
with them. This is achieved when one gains and acts on Islamic
knowledge.

Often when muslims receive blessings especially, beyond their need, it
distracts them from the hereafter and instead focuses their minds on this
material world. So in this respect, the wisdom behind a difficulty is to
refocus a muslim’s attention on what is truly important which is preparing
for the hereafter. This is like a person who is so preoccupied with their
phone that they cross a road without seeing an oncoming vehicle. Another
person violently pulls them away from the oncoming car which causes them
distress yet, saves their life. Even though being pulled violently causes
distress and even pain but it is only done in order to refocus their attention
on the life threatening danger namely, the oncoming car. Similarly, a
muslim faces emotional and physical difficulties in order to refocus their
attention on more important things such as the hereafter. If a muslim was
left to only face times of ease without difficulties there is no doubt that they
would become lost in enjoying the excess of this material world. This
neglect in the long run would be disastrous for them. So they face a small
difficulty in order to protect them from greater difficulties namely, the
difficulties of the hereafter. Therefore, muslims should remember this truth
every time they face a difficulty so that they leave the difficulty refocused on



more important things and act correctly over this blessing instead of
demonstrating impatience and heedlessness to this vital benefit. This is in
fact one of the biggest favours of Allah, the Exalted.



“And the first forerunners [in the faith] among the Muhajireen
[migrants from Mecca] and the Ansar [the helpers from Medina] and
those who followed them with good conduct - Allah is pleased with

them and they are pleased with Him...”

This verse also indicates that one will not achieve the pleasure of Allah, the
Exalted, until they are pleased with His choices and decrees in respect to
their lives. This was the attitude of the Companions, may Allah be pleased
with them. This is achieved when one gains and acts on Islamic
knowledge.

It is important for muslims to understand a simple thing which can aid them
with patiently facing destiny and the difficulties it brings. A person happily
takes a bitter medicine which their doctor prescribes fully trusting in their
knowledge, experience and choice all the while believing that their doctor
knows what is best for them. This is true even though they are only human
and prone to errors. Yet, many muslims fail to place this same level of trust
in Allah, the Exalted, even though His knowledge is infinite and His choices
always the wisest. Muslims should try to accept destiny and the troubles it
brings just like they take the bitter medicine without complaining knowing it
Is best for them. They should understand that the troubles and difficulties
they face are best for them even if they do not understand or observe the
wisdoms in them just like they do not understand the science behind the
bitter medicine they happily take. Even though in most cases, they will
never understand the science behind the bitter medicine they take a time
will certainly come, whether in this world or in the hereafter, when the
wisdom behind the bitter difficulties they faced will be revealed to them. So
a muslim should anticipate this time patiently knowing all will be revealed



shortly. Pondering deeply over this can increase one's patience when
dealing with difficulties. Chapter 2 Al Bagarah, verse 216:

“...But perhaps you hate a thing and it is good for you; and perhaps you
love a thing and it is bad for you. And Allah knows, while you know not.”



“And the first forerunners [in the faith] among the Muhajireen
[migrants from Mecca] and the Ansar [the helpers from Medina] and
those who followed them with good conduct - Allah is pleased with

them and they are pleased with Him...”

This verse also indicates that one will not achieve the pleasure of Allah, the
Exalted, until they are pleased with His choices and decrees in respect to
their lives. This was the attitude of the Companions, may Allah be pleased
with them. This is achieved when one gains and acts on Islamic
knowledge.

In a Hadith found in Sunan Ibn Majah, number 4168, the Holy Prophet
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, advised muslims not to
question destiny as this opens the door to the Devil. He encourages
muslims to challenge the choice of Allah, the Exalted, as they do not
observe the wisdom behind it because of their short sightedness. This in
turn leads to impatience and the loss of reward. One should reflect on their
past experiences where they believed something was good when it in fact
was bad and vice versa in order to inspire them to remain patient as they
will be shown these benefits sooner or later. Chapter 2 Al Bagarah, verse
216:

“...But perhaps you hate a thing and it is good for you; and perhaps you
love a thing and it is bad for you. And Allah knows, while you know not.”



“...Allah is pleased with them and they are pleased with Him, and He
has prepared for them gardens beneath which rivers flow, wherein
they will abide forever. That is the great attainment.”

It is important to note, that one will only enter Paradise through the mercy
of Allah, the Exalted. This has been confirmed in a Hadith found in Sahih
Bukhari, number 5673. This is because every righteous deed is only
possible through the mercy of Allah, the Exalted, in the form of knowledge,
inspiration, strength and opportunity to do the deed. This understanding
prevents one from adopting pride which is vital to avoid as only an atom’s
worth of pride is needed to take a person to Hell. This has been warned in
a Hadith found in Sahih Muslim, number 267.

In addition, a muslim must understand that this mercy of Allah, the Exalted,
in the form of righteous deeds is in reality a light which one must gather in
this world if they desire to obtain a guiding light in the hereafter. If a muslim
lives in heedlessness and refrains from gathering this light in the world by
fulfilling the commands of Allah, the Exalted, refraining from His
prohibitions and by facing destiny with patience then how can they expect
to receive this guiding light in the hereafter?

All muslims desire to inhabit Paradise with the greatest servants of Allah,
the Exalted, such as the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be
upon him. But it is important to understand that simply wishing for this
without action will not make it come true otherwise the Companions, may
Allah be pleased with them, would have done this. Simply put, the more
one strives in learning and acting on the traditions of the Holy Prophet



Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, the closer they will be to
him in the hereafter.

The greatest blessing of Paradise is physically observing Allah, the
Exalted, which is discussed in a Hadith found in Sahih Bukhari, number
7436. If a muslim desires to obtain this unimaginable blessing they must
practically strive to achieve the level of excellence mentioned in a Hadith
found in Sahih Muslim, number 99. This is when one performs actions,
such as the prayer, as if they can observe Allah, the Exalted, overlooking
them. This attitude ensures one's persistent and sincere obedience to
Allah, the Exalted. It is hoped that the one who strives for this level of faith
will receive the blessing of physically observing Allah, the Exalted, in the
hereafter.



“...Allah is pleased with them and they are pleased with Him, and He
has prepared for them gardens beneath which rivers flow, wherein
they will abide forever. That is the great attainment.”

Muslims will prioritise preparing for the hereafter over obtaining this
material world when they understand the true definitions of success and
failure, good and bad.

It is important for muslims to understand that they should not define a
situation as good or bad according to worldly definitions. For example,
according to a worldly definition being wealthy is good whereas being poor
Is bad. Instead, muslims should ascribe good and bad to events and things
according to the teachings of Islam. Meaning, anything which takes one
closer to the obedience of Allah, the Exalted, in the form of fulfilling His
commands, refraining from His prohibitions and by facing destiny with
patience, is good even if it is seen as bad from a worldly point of view. And
anything which takes one away from the obedience of Allah, the Exalted, is
bad even if it appears good.

There are many examples throughout the teachings of Islam which
demonstrate this. For example, Qarun was an extremely wealthy person
who lived in the time of the Holy Prophet Mosa, peace be upon him. Many
people then and now may consider his wealth to be a good thing but as it
led him to pride it became a means of his destruction. So in his case being
wealthy was a bad thing. Chapter 28 Al Qasas, verses 79-81.



“So he came out before his people in his adornment. Those who desired
the worldly life said, "Oh, would that we had like what was given to Qardn.
Indeed, he is one of great fortune. But those who had been given
knowledge said, "Woe to you! The reward of Allah is better for he who
believes and does righteousness. And none are granted it except the
patient.” And We caused the earth to swallow him and his home. And there
was for him no company to aid him other than Allah, nor was he of those
who [could] defend themselves.”

On the other hand, the third rightly guided Caliph of Islam, Usman Bin
Affan, may Allah be pleased with him, was also wealthy yet he used his
wealth in the correct way. In fact, once after donating a large amount of
wealth he was told by the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings
be upon him, that nothing could harm his faith after that day. This has been
indicated in a Hadith found in Jami At Tirmidhi, number 3701. So in his
case wealth was a good thing.

To conclude, a muslim should remember that every difficulty they face has
wisdoms behind it even if they do not observe them. So they should not
believe something is good or bad from a worldly point of view. Meaning, if
the thing encourages them towards the obedience of Allah, the Exalted,
then it is good even if it looks bad. Chapter 2 Al Bagarah, verse 216:

“...But perhaps you hate a thing and it is good for you; and perhaps you
love a thing and it is bad for you. And Allah knows, while you know not.”



“...Allah is pleased with them and they are pleased with Him, and He
has prepared for them gardens beneath which rivers flow, wherein
they will abide forever. That is the great attainment.”

Muslims will prioritise preparing for the hereafter over obtaining this
material world when they understand the true definitions of success and
failure, good and bad.

Greatness and true success is not connected to worldly things, such as
wealth or fame. A person may obtain some worldly success through these
things but it is quite obvious if one turns the pages of history that this type
of success is very temporary and it eventually becomes a burden and
regret for a person. A muslim should never believe that superiority lies in
these things thereby dedicating themself to obtaining them while neglecting
their duties to Allah, the Exalted, and the creation. Nor should they look
down at others who do not possess these worldly things believing they
have no value or significance as this attitude contradicts the teachings of
Islam. In fact, the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon
him, has advised in a Hadith found in Sahih Bukhari, number 6071, that the
people of Paradise are those who are considered insignificant by society
and concluded that if they took an oath on something Allah, the Exalted,
would fulfil it for them.

True honour, success and greatness in this world and the next only lies in
piety. So the more one sincerely strives to fulfil the commands of Allah, the
Exalted, refrain from His prohibitions and faces destiny with patience
according to the traditions of the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and



blessings be upon him, the greater they are even if they appear
insignificant to society. Chapter 49 Al Hujurat verse 13:

“...Indeed, the most noble of you in the sight of Allah is the most righteous
of you...”

A muslim should therefore search for true success in this and not waste
their time and efforts in searching for it in worldly things otherwise they may
well reach the hereafter a great loser. Chapter 18 Al Kahf, verses 103-104:

“Say, "Shall we [believers] inform you of the greatest losers as to [their]
deeds? [They are] those whose effort is lost in worldly life, while they think
that they are doing well in work."”



“...Allah is pleased with them and they are pleased with Him, and He
has prepared for them gardens beneath which rivers flow, wherein
they will abide forever. That is the great attainment.”

Muslims will prioritise preparing for the hereafter over obtaining this
material world when they adopt the correct perception and understanding.

In a Hadith found in Sunan Ibn Majah, number 4108, the Holy Prophet
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, advised that the material
world compared to the hereafter is like a drop of water compared to an
ocean.

In reality, this parable was given in order for people to understand how
small the material world is compared to the hereafter. But in reality they
cannot be compared as the material world is temporal whereas the
hereafter is eternal. Meaning, the limited cannot be compared to the
unlimited. The material world can be split into four categories: fame,
fortune, authority and one's social life, such as their family and friends. No
matter what worldly blessing one obtains which falls within these groups it
will always be imperfect, transient and death will cut a person off from the
blessing. On the other hand, the blessings in the hereafter are lasting and
perfect. So in this respect the material world is no more than a drop
compared to an endless ocean.



In addition, a person is not guaranteed to experience a long life in this
world as the time of death is unknown. Whereas, everyone is guaranteed to
experience death and reach the hereafter. So it is foolish to strive for a day,
such as one's retirement, which they may never reach over striving for the
hereafter which they are guaranteed to reach.

This does not mean one should abandon the world as it is a bridge which
must be crossed in order to reach the hereafter safely. Instead, a muslim
should take from this material world enough to fulfill their necessities and
the necessities of their dependents according to the teachings of Islam
without waste, excessiveness or extravagance. And then dedicate the rest
of their efforts in preparing for the eternal hereafter by fulfilling the
commands of Allah, the Exalted, refraining from His prohibitions and by
facing destiny with patience according to the teachings of Islam.

An intelligent person will not prioritize the drop of water over an endless
ocean and an intelligent muslim would not prioritize the temporal material
world over the eternal hereatfter.



“...Allah is pleased with them and they are pleased with Him, and
He has prepared for them gardens beneath which rivers flow,
wherein they will abide forever. That is the great attainment.”

Muslims will prioritise preparing for the hereafter over obtaining this
material world when they adopt the correct perception and
understanding.

It is important for muslims to develop the correct perception so that they
can increase their obedience to Allah, the Exalted, which involves
fulfilling His commands, refraining from His prohibitions and facing
destiny with patience. This is what the righteous predecessors
possessed and it encouraged them to avoid the excess luxuries of the
material world and instead prepare for the hereafter. This is an important
characteristic to possess and it can be explained with a worldly example.
Two people are extremely thirsty and come across a cup of murky water.
They both desire to drink it even though it is not pure and even if it
means they have to argue over it. As their thirst grows the more focused
on the cup of murky water they become to the point they lose focus on
everything else. But if one of them shifted their focus and observed a
river of pure water which was only a short distance ahead they would
iImmediately lose focus on the cup of water to the point they would no
longer care about it and no longer argue over it. And instead they would
endure their thirst patiently knowing a river of pure water is close. The
person who is unaware of the river would probably believe the other
person is crazy after observing their change in attitude. This is the case
of the two types of people in this world. One group greedily focuses on
the material world. The other group has shifted their focus to the
hereafter and the pure and eternal blessings therein. When one shifts
their focus to the bliss of the hereafter worldly problems do not seem like
such a big deal. Therefore, patience becomes easier to adopt. But if one
keeps their focus on this world then it will seem like everything to them.



They will argue, fight, love and hate for it. Just like the person in the
example mentioned earlier who only focuses on the cup of murky water.

This correct perception is only achieved through gaining and acting on
Islamic knowledge found within the Holy Quran and the traditions of the
Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him. Chapter
41 Fussilat, verse 53:

“We will show them Our signs in the horizons and within themselves until
it becomes clear to them that it is the truth...”
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