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Introduction

The following short book discusses some aspects of Great Moral
Character. This discussion is based on Chapter 68 Al Qalam, Verses 2-4
of the Holy Quran:

“You are not, [Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him]
by the favor of your Lord, a madman. And indeed, for you is a reward
uninterrupted. And indeed, you are of a great moral character.”

Implementing the lessons discussed will aid a Muslim to Achieve Noble
Character. According to the Hadith found in Jami At Tirmidhi, number
2003, the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him,
has advised that the heaviest thing in the Scales of Judgment Day will
be Noble Character. It is one of qualities of the Holy Prophet
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, which Allah, the Exalted,
complimented in Chapter 68 Al Qalam, Verse 4 of the Holy Quran:

“And indeed, you are of a great moral character.”

Therefore, it is a duty on all Muslims to gain and act on the teachings of
the Holy Quran and the traditions of the Holy Prophet Muhammad,
peace and blessings be upon him, in order to Achieve Noble Character.



Great Moral Character

Chapter 68 - Al Qalam, Verses 2-4

“You are not, [Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him] by
the favor of your Lord, a madman.

And indeed, for you is a reward uninterrupted.

And indeed, you are of a great moral character.”



“You are not, [Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him]
by the favor of your Lord...”

Allah, the Exalted, is the One who is infinitely bountiful and bestows favours
and blessings without recompense or external cause. He gives generously
without being asked.

The muslim who understands this divine name will always seek bounty and
blessings from Allah, the Exalted, as they know the Bestower loves to be
asked. This is confirmed in a Hadith found in Jami At Tirmidhi, number
3571. But it is important to note, the one who seeks bounty from the
Bestower should know it is not gained through His disobedience. Any
worldly blessings obtained through the disobedience of Allah, the Exalted,
will only become a burden for its possessor in both worlds. A muslim
should instead strive to obtain beneficial blessings from the Bestower by
fulfilling His commands, refraining from His prohibitions and by facing
destiny with patience. When a muslim truly understands that all blessings
have been given by the Bestower they will show true gratitude to Him. This
is when one uses all the blessings they possess according to the pleasure
of Allah, the Exalted. This leads to an increase in blessings. Chapter 14
Ibrahim, verse 7:

‘And [remember] when your Lord proclaimed, 'If you are grateful, | will
surely increase you [in favor]...”



A muslim should act on this divine name by bestowing the blessings they
have been given to others for the pleasure of Allah, the Exalted. The one
who gives to others will be given more than they could have ever imagined.
Chapter 2 Al Bagarah, verse 245:

“Who is it that would loan Allah a goodly loan so He may multiply it for him
many times over? And it is Allah who withholds and grants abundance, and
to Him you will be returned.”



“You are not, [Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him]
by the favor of your Lord, a madman.”

The non-Muslims of Mecca spent their lives with the Holy Prophet
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, and full-well knew he was
no liar or madman. As they were masters of the Arabic language they full-
well knew that the Holy Quran was not the words of a man.

For example, one of the non-Muslim leaders of Mecca, Walid Bin Mughira,
once held a meeting with the other non-Muslim leaders of Mecca during the
time of the Holy Pilgrimage. The Holy Pilgrimage did exist before the
coming of Islam but the correct practices of the Holy Prophet Ibrahim,
peace be upon him, had been completely changed. He advised the other
leaders that soon many people would enter Mecca because of the Holy
Pilgrimage and they will come across the message of Islam so they needed
to unanimously agree on what to say about the Holy Prophet Muhammad,
peace and blessings be upon him, in order to deter people from accepting
Islam. Someone advised that they should label the Holy Prophet
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, a soothsayer. But Walid
replied that it was obvious that the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and
blessings be upon him, was not a soothsayer as he did not possess any of
their crazy characteristics therefore people would not accept this. Another
advised that they should tell people the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace
and blessings be upon him, was crazy and was possessed by evil spirits.
But Walid replied that it was obvious this was not true as these signs were
not apparent in him. Finally, someone advised to label the Holy Prophet
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, a poet so that people
would not pay attention to what he says. But again Walid replied that it was
obvious that the Holy Quran or his speech were not poetry as the Arabs



were masters of poetry. Walid advised everyone to claim that the Holy
Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, was a sorcerer
whose goals were to cause separation between people and their religion
and divisions within families. After agreeing to this plan they dispersed and
waited for people to flood into Mecca for the Holy Pilgrimage and warned
them not to pay attention to the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and
blessings be upon him, as they claimed he was a sorcerer. This has been
discussed in Imam Ibn Kathir’s, the Life of the Prophet, Volume 1, Page
362.

The fact that the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon
him, was reciting truthful historical accounts and beneficial lessons even
though he was unlettered and had not studied the previous divine
scriptures, which the non-Muslims of Mecca full well knew, was a clear sign
of his Prophethood.

This was supported by the fact that they themselves testified to his sincerity
and honesty. In fact, during his childhood the Holy Prophet Muhammad,
peace and blessings be upon him, was always under the protection of
Allah, the Exalted. Allah, the Exalted, saved him from the evils that where
widespread during the age of ignorance: the time before Islam. When the
Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, reached
maturity he was the finest person among his people, the best of them in
character and repute, the best of neighbours, the most prudent, the most
honest in speech and most trustworthy. He was completely removed from
immorality and other evil characteristics. Because of this he became known
among the people of Mecca as Al Amin, the trustworthy. This has been
discussed in Imam Ibn Kathir's, The Life of the Prophet, Volume 1, Page
180.



The fact that the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon
him, spent his entire life amongst the non-Muslims of Mecca was enough of
a proof of his declaration of Prophethood. When the Holy Prophet
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, invited the non-Muslims of
Mecca to embrace Islam he used his 40 years amongst them as proof that
he was speaking the truth. This evidence was undeniable even by the non-
Muslims. This incident is recorded in a Hadith found in Sahih Bukhari,
number 4553. Only the arrogance of some prevented them from submitting
to the truth. Chapter 10 Yunus, verse 16:

“...for | had remained among you a lifetime before it. Then will you not
reason?"



“You are not, [Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him]
by the favor of your Lord, a madman.”

This was one of the false accusations directed at the Holy Prophet
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him.

Whenever one invites others towards Islam, commands good and forbids
evil they will be challenging the heedless lifestyle of many others which will
inspire them to resist the truth anyway they can. The major reason all the
past nations rejected their Holy Prophets, peace be upon them, was due to
this very reason. They could not abandon their lifestyles and characteristics
and in defense of them were prepared to wage war against Allah, the
Exalted, and their Holy Prophet, peace be upon him. When one takes up
this important duty they must be prepared to face many hardships caused
by others including their own relatives. The Holy Prophets, peace be upon
them, are the most beloved to Allah, the Exalted, yet they encountered
countless difficulties from their nations. One only needs to study the Holy
Quran and the Hadiths of the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and
blessings be upon him, to observe this fact. For example, the Holy Prophet
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, once declared in a Hadith
found in Jami At Tirmidhi, number 2472, that no one in creation had been
persecuted in the path of Allah, the Exalted, more than him.

In cases like this one’s response to the bad attitude of others should be
educated, respectful and gentle. An example of this is found in chapter 19
Maryam, verses 46-47:



“[His father] said, "Have you no desire for my gods, O Abraham? If you do
not desist, | will surely stone you, so avoid me a prolonged time."
[Abraham] said, "Peace [i.e., safety] will be upon you. | will ask forgiveness
for you of my Lord. Indeed, He is ever gracious to me.”

Here the kind and respectful response of the Holy Prophet Ibrahim, peace
be upon him, to the harsh attitude of his elder is discussed.

In most cases, a person must possess a character flaw if they claim to get
along with everyone. Due to the differences within the members of society
a person will never get along with everyone. They will always be one or
more that disagree with their mentality, life style and advice. This diversity
will lead to tension and occasionally problems. But if a person is liked by
everyone then in most cases it shows they have adopted the mentality of
the hypocrites by being two-faced. If the Holy Prophets, peace be upon
them, were not loved by all how can a normal person achieve this status?
This is the reason one should not believe in propaganda as the group that
were mistreated the most in this way were the Holy Prophets, peace be
upon them. This is confirmed in a Hadith found in Sunan Ibn Majah,
number 4023.

For example, the Holy Prophet Mosa, peace be upon him, was once falsely
accused of illegal relations by a shameless woman. She was enticed into
slandering him by the enemy of Allah, the Exalted, Quraoon. When she



accused the Holy Prophet Mosa, peace be upon him, publically during a
religious gathering he interrogated her. When she observed his reaction
she immediately retracted her accusation and admitted the truth. As a
result Allah, the Exalted, destroyed Quraoon by commanding the Earth to
swallow him and his great treasury. This incident has been recorded in
Imam Dhahabi’'s, The Major Sins, Pages 166-167. Chapter 28 Al Qasas,
verse 81.

“And We caused the earth to swallow him and his home...”

The Holy Prophets, peace be upon them, were slandered on many
occasions but they remained steadfast on their mission until they were
granted victory by Allah, the Exalted. When Allah, the Exalted, decides to
complete a task like aiding the one who spreads the true word of faith the
entire creation combined cannot stop Him.

Muslims must accept that they too will face hardships when spreading the
word of Islam. Therefore, they must follow in the footsteps of the Holy
Prophets, peace be upon them, by remaining steadfast in the face of
difficulties. This was the attitude of the Companions, may Allah be pleased
with them, and the righteous predecessors. If one desires to join them in
the next world they must adopt this attitude also.



“You are not, [Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him]
by the favor of your Lord, a madman.”

This was one of the false accusations directed at the Holy Prophet
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him.

A muslim should always remember that there are two types of people. The
first are rightly guided as their criticism of others is based on the criticism
and advice found in the Holy Quran and the traditions of the Holy Prophet
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him. This type will always be
constructive and guide one to blessings and the pleasure of Allah, the
Exalted, in both worlds. These people will also refrain from over or under
praising others. Over praising others can cause them to become proud and
arrogant. Under praising others can lead them to becoming lazy and put
them off from doing good. This reaction is often observed in children.
Praising according to the teachings of Islam will inspire others to strive
harder in both worldly and religious matters and it will prevent them from
becoming arrogant. Therefore, the praise and constructive criticism of this
person should be accepted and acted upon even if it comes from a
stranger.

The second type of person criticises based on their own desires. This
criticism is mostly unconstructive and only shows one's bad mood and
attitude. These people often over and under praise others as they act
based on their own desires. The negative effects of these two were
mentioned earlier. Therefore, the criticism and praise of this person should
be ignored in the majority of cases even if it comes from a loved one as it



will only cause one to become unnecessarily sad in cases of criticism and
arrogant in cases of praise.

It is important to remember that a person who over praises others will often
over criticise them too. The rule one should always follow is that they
should only accept the criticism and praise based on the teachings of
Islam. All other things should be ignored and not taken personally.



“And indeed, for you [Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be
upon him] is a reward uninterrupted...And indeed, you are of a great
moral character.”

This is because he was constantly and sincerely obedient to Allah, the
Exalted.

In a Hadith found in Sahih Muslim number 196, the Holy Prophet
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, advised that Islam is
sincerity towards Allah, the Exalted.

Sincerity towards Allah, the Exalted, includes fulfilling all the duties given by
Him in the form of commands and prohibitions, solely for His pleasure. As
confirmed in a Hadith found in Sahih Bukhari, number 1, all will be judged
by their intention. So if one is not sincere towards Allah, the Exalted, when
performing good deeds they will gain no reward in this world or in the next.
In fact, according to a Hadith found in Jami At Tirmidhi, number 3154,
those who performed insincere deeds will be told on Judgement Day to
seek their reward from those who they acted for, which will not be possible.
Chapter 98 Al Bayyinah, verse 5.

"And they were not commanded except to worship Allah, [being] sincere to
Him in religion....."



If one is lax in fulfilling their duties towards Allah, the Exalted, it proves a
lack of sincerity. Therefore, they should sincerely repent and struggle to
fulfil them all. It is important to bear in mind Allah, the Exalted, never
burdens one with duties they cannot perform or handle. Chapter 2 Al
Bagarah, verse 286.

"Allah does not charge a soul except [with that within] its capacity...."

Being sincere towards Allah, the Exalted, means that one should always
choose His pleasure over the pleasure of themself and others. A Muslim
should always give priority to those actions which are for the sake of Allah,
the Exalted, over all else. One should love others and dislike their sins for
the sake of Allah, the Exalted, and not for the sake of their own desires.
When they help others or refuse to take part in sins it should be for the
sake of Allah, the Exalted. The one who adopts this mentality has perfected
their faith. This is confirmed in a Hadith found in Sunan Abu Dawud,
number 4681.



“And indeed, for you [Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be
upon him] is a reward uninterrupted.”

This is because he was constantly and sincerely obedient to Allah, the
Exalted.

It is important for muslims to strive in the obedience of Allah, the Exalted,
by fulfilling His commands, refraining from His prohibitions and by facing
destiny with patience as Allah, the Exalted, has guaranteed a good life in
both worlds for the one who behaves in this manner. Chapter 16 An Nabhl,
verse 97:

“Whoever does righteousness, whether male or female, while he is a
believer - We will surely cause him to live a good life, and We will surely
give them their reward [in the Hereafter] according to the best of what they
used to do.”

This good life will protect a muslim from severe grief, depression and other
extreme moods and mental disorders which can destroy a person's life.
Even though, muslims will face difficulties which will sadden them but if
they obey Allah, the Exalted, this sadness will never become extreme and
effect their entire life on a long term basis. This is because a muslim who
strives in the obedience of Allah, the Exalted, has an excellent reason to
continue moving forward through their difficulty without giving up and



turning to depression and even suicide. For example, they look forward to

the countless reward which will be granted to the patient. Chapter 39 Az
Zumar, verse 10:

“...Indeed, the patient will be given their reward without account [i.e., limit].”

Whereas, the muslim who does not strive in the obedience of Allah, the
Exalted, and only claims the title of being a muslim with their tongue will not
be granted this attitude and a good life. And whenever they face difficulties

it will drive them to extreme moods and mental disorders which will destroy
their entire life.



“And indeed, for you [Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be
upon him] is a reward uninterrupted.”

This is because he was constantly and sincerely obedient to Allah, the
Exalted.

It is a universal aim and goal for all people, irrespective of their faith or
social class, to achieve peace of mind in this world. It is the ultimate reason
why people strive in this material world, work long hours and dedicate the
majority of their efforts to this world. People desire to obtain such a life
whereby they have no stresses or worries such as financial difficulties. But
it is strange how people, especially muslims, look for peace of mind in the
wrong place. Just like a person who desires to watch a football game yet,
goes to a cricket match. Allah, the Exalted, has made it clear that true
peace of mind only lies in His obedience which involves fulfilling His
commands, refraining from His prohibitions and being patient with destiny.
Chapter 13 Ar Ra'd, verse 28:

“...Unquestionably, by the remembrance of Allah hearts are assured.”

Whenever a person seeks peace of mind in the material world it will only
lead them further away from their goal. Whenever a person sets a target in
respect to this material world that target will only lead onto more targets.
This continues until the person departs this world without obtaining what



they were looking for. It is obvious that the rich do not obtain true peace of
mind as they stress more than normal people and whatever they obtain of
the world ends up becoming a burden for them. It is why the Holy Prophet
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, advised in a Hadith found
in Jami At Tirmidhi, number 2465, that the one who focuses on the
hereafter will be blessed with a rich heart and Allah, the Exalted, will
organize their affairs meaning, they will obtain peace of mind. But the one
who focuses on the material world will only see their poverty and their
affairs will become scattered meaning, they will not achieve peace of mind.
The one who obeys Allah, the Exalted, will find peace of mind even if they
possess little of this world. But the one who is lost in the material world will
go from one worldly door to another but will never find true peace as it has
not been placed there. If a person wants to watch a football game they
should not go to a cricket match and if a muslim desires peace of mind they
should not search for it in the material world as it lies only in the obedience
of Allah, the Exalted. It is important to note, that those who adhere to the
teachings of Islam will encounter difficulties throughout their lives as this is
guaranteed but through their obedience Allah, the Exalted, will remove fear
and grief from them so that they remain firm and steadfast on the correct
path. This is similar to the one who only feels slight discomfort from a
medical procedure as they have been anaesthetised.



“And indeed, for you [Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be
upon him] is a reward uninterrupted.”

This is because he was constantly and sincerely obedient to Allah, the
Exalted.

In a Hadith found in Jami At Tirmidhi, number 2465, the Holy Prophet
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, advised that whoever
prioritises the hereafter over this material world will be granted
contentment, their affairs will be corrected for them and they will receive
their destined provision in an easy way.

This half of the Hadith means that whoever correctly fulfils their duties in
respect to Allah, the Exalted, and to the creation, such as providing for their
family in a lawful manner while avoiding the excess of this material world
will be granted contentment. This is when one is pleased with what they
possess without being greedy and actively striving to obtain more worldly
things. In reality, the one who is content with what they possess is a truly
rich person even if they possess little wealth as they become independent
of things. Independence of anything makes one rich in respect to it.

In addition, this attitude will allow one to comfortably deal with any worldly
Issues which may arise during their life. This is because the less one
interacts with the material world and focuses on the hereafter the less



worldly issues they will face. The less worldly issues a person faces the
more comfortable their life will become. For example, the one who
possesses one house will have fewer issues to deal with in respect to it,
such as a broken cooker, than the one who possesses ten houses. Finally,
this person will easily and pleasantly obtain their lawful provision. Not only
this but Allah, the Exalted, will place such grace in their provision that it will
cover all their responsibilities and necessities meaning, it will satisfy them
and their dependents.

But as mentioned in the other half of this Hadith the one who prioritises the
material world over the hereafter meaning, by neglecting their duties or
striving for the unnecessary and excess of this material world will find that
their need, meaning greed, for worldly things is never satisfied which by
definition makes them poor even if they possess much wealth. These
people will go from one worldly issue to another throughout the day failing
to achieve contentment as they have opened too many worldly doors. And
they will receive their destined provision with difficulty and it will not give
them satisfaction and never seem enough to fill their greed. This may even
push them towards the unlawful which only leads to a loss in both worlds.



“And indeed, for you [Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be
upon him] is a reward uninterrupted.”

This is because he was constantly and sincerely obedient to Allah, the
Exalted.

Those who disbelieve or avoid acting on their faith in Islam do so out of
love for the material world and the things within it. They believe that
believing or acting on their faith will prevent them from enjoying worldly
blessings meaning, for them faith is something that restricts their desires
and therefore they turn away from it either literally or practically. Instead
they turn towards the material world and strive to fulfill their desires without
restrictions believing that true peace lies in this. They look down at those
who accept and actualize their faith by controlling their actions and using
their worldly blessings in ways pleasing to Allah, the Exalted. They believe
that these pious Muslims are lowly slaves who been restricted from
enjoying themselves whereas they, the disbelievers and the misguided, are
free. But in actual fact this could not be further from the truth as the real
slaves are those who fail to accept and submit to Allah, the Exalted, and
the superior ones are those who have done this as they become free of
slavery to the world. This can be understood by an example. A good parent
will restrict the type of food their child eats meaning, they will only let them
eat junk and unhealthy food once in a while and instead force them to
follow a healthy diet. This child therefore believes that their parent has
placed undesirable restrictions on them and that they have become slaves
to their parent and their healthy diet. On the other hand another child has
been given permission from their parent to eat whatever they desire,
whenever they desire and how much they desire. So this child believes that
they are completely free of all restrictions. When these children come



together the child who has been given complete freedom criticizes and
looks down on the child who has been restricted by their parent. The latter
child will also feel sorry for themself when they observe the other child has
been given free reign to behave however they wish. Outwardly it appears
the child who has been granted freed has obtained happiness whereas the
other child is too tied up with restrictions to enjoy life. But years down the
line the truth will become manifest. The child who had no restrictions grows
up to become extremely unhealthy e.g. obesity, diabetes, high blood
pressure, etc. As a result of this they even become mentally unhealthy as
they lose confidence in their body and the way they look. Because of this
they become a slave of medications, diseases, mental and social problems.
All these things restrict their happiness and life. Whereas, the child who
was restricted by their parent grows up healthy in mind and body. As a
result they become confident in their body and ability, which aids them to
succeed in life. They become free of any slavery to medications, diseases,
mental and social problems as they grew up with the correct balance and
guidance. So the child who had no restrictions grew up becoming a slave to
many things, whereas the child who had restrictions grew up independent
of all restrictions.

To conclude, the real slave is the one who becomes a slave to all other
things except Allah, the Exalted, such as social media, society, fashion and
culture, and this leads to mental, physical and social problems, whereas
the real free person is the one who submits only to Allah, the Exalted,
thereby achieving peace of mind and body.



“And indeed, for you [Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be
upon him] is a reward uninterrupted.”

This is the outcome of the one who sincerely obeys and follows the Holy
Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him.

In a Hadith found in Sahih Muslim number 196, the Holy Prophet
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, advised that Islam is
sincerity towards the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be
upon him. This includes striving to acquire knowledge in order to act on his
traditions. These traditions include the ones related to Allah, the Exalted, in
the form of worship, and his blessed noble character towards the creation.
Chapter 68 Al Qalam, verse 4:

"And indeed, you are of a great moral character.”

It includes to accept his commands and prohibitions at all times. This has
been made a duty by Allah, the Exalted. Chapter 59 Al Hashr, verse 7:

"...And whatever the Messenger has given you - take; and what he has
forbidden you - refrain from..."



Sincerity includes to give priority to his traditions over the actions of anyone
else as all paths to Allah, the Exalted, are closed except the path of the
Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him. Chapter 3
Alee Imran, verse 31.:

"Say, [O Muhammad], "If you should love Allah, then follow me, [so] Allah
will love you and forgive you your sins..."

One must love all those who supported him during his life and after his
passing, whether they are from his Family or his Companions, may Allah
be pleased with them all. Supporting those who walk on his path and teach
his traditions is a duty on those who desire to be sincere to him. Sincerity
also includes loving those who love him and disliking those who criticise
him irrespective, of one’s relationship with these people. This is all
summarised in a single Hadith found in Sahih Bukhari, number 16. It
advises that a person cannot have true faith until they love Allah, the
Exalted, and the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon
him, more than the entire creation. This love must be shown through
actions not just words.



“And indeed, you [Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon
him] are of a great moral character.”

In a Hadith found in Jami At Tirmidhi, number 2003, the Holy Prophet
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, advised that the heaviest
thing in the scales of Judgment Day will be good character. This includes
showing good character towards Allah, the Exalted, by fulfilling His
commands, refraining from His prohibitions and by facing destiny with
patience. It also includes showing good character towards people.
Unfortunately, many muslims strive to fulfil the obligatory duties in respect
to Allah, the Exalted, but neglect the second aspect by mistreating others.
They fail to understand its importance. A Hadith found in Jami At Tirmidhi,
number 2515, clearly advises that a person will not be a true believer until
they love for others what they love for themself. Meaning, the same way a
person desires to be treated kindly they must also treat others with good
character otherwise they will not succeed as the only truly successful
people are the believers.

In addition, a person cannot be a true believer until they keep their verbal
and physical harm away from others and their possessions irrespective of
their faith. This has been confirmed in a Hadith found in Sunan An Nasai,
number 4998.

The Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, once
warned in a Hadith found in Sahih Bukhari, number 3318, that a woman will
enter Hell because she mistreated a cat which led to its death. And another
Hadith found in Sunan Abu Dawud, number 2550, advises that a man was



forgiven because he fed a thirsty dog. If this is the outcome of showing
good character and the consequences of showing evil character to animals
can one imagine the importance of showing good character towards Allah,
the Exalted, and people? In fact, the main Hadith under discussion
concludes by advising that the one who possesses good character will be
rewarded like the muslim who persistently worships Allah, the Exalted, and
regularly fasts.



“And indeed, you [Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon
him] are of a great moral character.”

A Hadith found in Sahih Bukhari, number 6853, advises that the Holy
Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, never took
revenge for himself but instead pardoned and overlooked.

Muslims have been given permission to defend themselves in a
proportionate and reasonable way when they are left with no other options.
But they should never step over the line as this is a sin. Chapter 2 Al
Baqarah, verse 190:

“Fight in the way of Allah those who fight against you but do not transgress.
Indeed, Allah does not like transgressors.”

As stepping over the mark is difficult to avoid a muslim should therefore
adhere to patience, overlook and forgive others as it is not only the tradition
of the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, but
also leads to Allah, the Exalted, forgiving their sins. Chapter 24 An Nur,
verse 22:



“...and let them pardon and overlook. Would you not like that Allah should
forgive you?...”

Forgiving others is also more effective in changing the character of others
in a positive way which is the purpose of Islam and a duty on muslims as
taking revenge only leads to further enmity and anger between the people
involved.

Finally, those who have the bad habit of not forgiving others and always
hold onto grudges, even over minor issues, may well find that Allah, the
Exalted, does not overlook their faults and instead scrutinizes each of their
small sins. A muslim should learn to let things go as this leads to
forgiveness and peace of mind in both worlds.



“And indeed, you [Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon
him] are of a great moral character.”

It is important for muslims to understand that when they treat others kindly
it in reality, benefits themself and not others. This is because treating
others kindly has been commanded by Allah, the Exalted, and fulfilling this
important duty gains one reward.

In addition, when one is kind to others they will supplicate for them while
they are alive which will benefit them. For example, the Holy Prophet
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, advised in a Hadith found
in Sahih Muslim, number 6929, that a supplication done for a person in
secret is always answered.

In addition, the people will supplicate for them after they pass away which
is definitely answered as it has been recorded in the Holy Quran. Chapter
59 Al Hashr, verse 10:

“...saying, "Our Lord, forgive us and our brothers who preceded us in
faith...”



Finally, a person who treated others kindly will gain their intercession on
the Day of Judgment, which is a day people will be desperate for the
intercession of others. This has been confirmed in a Hadith found in Sahih
Bukhari, number 7439.

But those who mistreat others even if they fulfil their duties towards Allah,
the Exalted, will miss out on the benefits mentioned earlier. And on
Judgment Day they will find that Allah, the Exalted, will not forgive them
until their victim forgives them first. If they choose not to then the
oppressor's good deeds will be given to their victim and if needed the
victim’s sins will be given to their oppressor. This may cause the oppressor
to be hurled into Hell. This has been warned in a Hadith found in Sahih
Muslim, number 6579.

Therefore, a muslim should be kind to themself by being kind to others as
in reality they are only benefiting themself in this world and the next.
Chapter 29 Al Ankabut, verse 6:

“And whoever strives only strives for [the benefit of] himself...”



“And indeed, you [Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon
him] are of a great moral character.”

In a Hadith found in Sunan An Nasai, number 4998, the Holy Prophet
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, advised the signs of a true
muslim and a true believer. A true muslim is the one who keeps their verbal
and physical harm away from others. This in fact, includes all people
irrespective of their faith. It includes all types of verbal and physical sins
which can cause harm or distress to another. This can include failing to
give the best advice to others as this contradicts sincerity towards others
which has been commanded in a Hadith found in Sunan An Nasai, number
4204. 1t includes advising others to disobey Allah, the Exalted, thereby,
inviting them towards sins. A muslim should avoid this behavior as they will
be taken account for every person who acts on their bad advice. This has
been warned in a Hadith found in Sahih Muslim, number 2351.

Physical harm includes causing problems for other people's livelihood,
committing fraud, conning others and physical abuse. All of these
characteristics contradict Islamic teachings and must be avoided.

A true believer, according to the main Hadith under discussion, is the one
who keeps their harm away from the lives and property of others. Again,
this applies to all people irrespective of their faith. This includes stealing,
misusing or damaging the property and belongings of others. Whenever
one is entrusted with someone else's property they must ensure they only
use it with the owner's permission and in a way which is pleasing and
agreeable to the owner. The Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and



blessings be upon him, has warned in a Hadith found in Sunan An Nasali,
number 5421, that whoever illegally takes someone else's property,
through a false oath, even if it is as small as a twig of a tree will go to Hell.

To conclude a muslim must support their verbal declaration of belief with
actions as they are the physical proof of one’s belief which will be needed
in order to obtain success on the Day of Judgment. In addition, a muslim
should fulfill the characteristics of true belief in respect to Allah, the Exalted,
and people. An excellent way of achieving this in respect to people is to
simply treat others how they wish to be treated by people, which is with
respect and peace.



“And indeed, you [Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon
him] are of a great moral character.”

In a Hadith found in Sunan lbn Majah, number 4119, the Holy Prophet
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, advised that the best
people are those who remind others of Allah, the Exalted, when they are
observed.

This does not refer to those who adopt an Islamic outward appearance,
such as growing a beard or wearing a scarf, as many of these people do
not remind others of Allah, the Exalted, at all. This Hadith refers to those
who learn and act on Islamic knowledge so that they sincerely obey Allah,
the Exalted, by fulfilling His commands, refraining from His prohibitions and
by facing destiny with patience according to traditions of the Holy Prophet
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him. This leads to the
purification of one's heart which leads to the purification of their outward
limbs. This has been advised in a Hadith found in Sunan Ibn Majah,
number 3984. This will cause others to remember Allah, the Exalted, when
they observe these righteous muslims. And this remembrance will only
increase when these righteous muslims speak as they only speak in ways
pleasing to Allah, the Exalted, meaning, they avoid evil and vain speech
and only speak on beneficial matters in respect to the world and the
hereafter. This remembrance further increases when one observes their
actions as they practically implement the teachings of Islam thereby, acting
only in ways pleasing to Allah, the Exalted. For example, they love, dislike,
give and withhold only for the sake of Allah, the Exalted. This leads to
perfecting one’s faith according to a Hadith found in Sunan Abu Dawud,
number 4681.



“And indeed, you [Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon
him] are of a great moral character.”

An aspect of this is being sincere to others.

In a Hadith found in Sahih Muslim number 196, the Holy Prophet
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, advised that Islam is
sincerity towards the general public. This includes desiring the best for
them at all times and showing this through one’s words and actions. It
includes advising others to do good, forbidding them from evil, to be
merciful and kind to others at all times. This can be summed up by a single
Hadith found in Sahih Muslim, number 170. It warns that one cannot be a
true believer until they love for others what they desire for themself.

Being sincere to people is so important that according to the Hadith found
in Sahih Bukhari, number 57, the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and
blessings be upon him, placed this duty next to establishing the obligatory
prayer and donating the obligatory charity. From this Hadith alone one can
understand its importance as it has been placed with two vital obligatory
duties.

It is a part of sincerity towards people that one is pleased when they are
happy and sad whenever they are grieved as long as their attitude does not
contradict the teachings of Islam. A high level of sincerity includes one



going to extreme limits to make the lives of others better, even if this puts
themself in difficulty. For example, one may sacrifice purchasing certain
things in order to donate the wealth to the needy. Desiring and striving to
always unite people on good is a part of sincerity towards others. Whereas,
dividing others is a characteristic of the Devil. Chapter 17 Al Isra, verse 53:

“...Satan certainly seeks to sow discord among them...”

One way of uniting people is to veil the faults of others and advise them
privately against sins. The one who acts in this way will have their sins
veiled by Allah, the Exalted. This is confirmed in a Hadith found in Jami At
Tirmidhi, number 1426. Whenever possible one should advise and teach
the aspects of religion and the important aspects of the world to others so
that both their worldly and religious lives improve. A proof of one’s sincerity
to others is that they support them in their absence for example, from the
slander of others. Turning away from others and only worrying about
oneself is not the attitude of a muslim. In fact, this is how most animals
behave. Even if one cannot change the whole society they can still be
sincere in helping those in their life, such as their relatives and friends.
Simply put, one must treat others how they desire people to treat them.
Chapter 28 Al Qasas, verse 77:

“...And do good as Allah has done good to you...”



“And indeed, you [Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon
him] are of a great moral character.”

It is important for all Muslims, especially parents, to act on what they advise
to others. It is obvious if one turns the pages of history that those who
acted on what they preached had a much more positive effect on others
compared to those who did not lead by example. The best example being
the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, who not
only practiced what he preached but adhered to those teachings more
strictly than anyone else. Only with this attitude will Muslims especially,
parents have a positive impact on others. For example, if a mother warns
her children not to lie as it is a sin but often lies in front of them her children
are unlikely to act on her advice. A person's actions will always have more
of an impact on others than their speech. It is important to note that this
does not mean one needs to be perfect before advising others. It means
they should sincerely strive to act on their own advice before advising
others. The Holy Quran has made it clear in the following verse that Allah,
the exalted, hates this behaviour. In fact, the Holy Prophet Muhammad,
peace and blessings be upon him, has warned in a Hadith found in Sahih
Bukhari, number 3267, that the a person who commanded good but
refrained from it themself and prohibited evil yet acted on it themself will be
punished in severely Hell. Chapter 61 As Saf, verse 3:

“Greatly hateful in the sight of Allah is that you say what you do not do.”

So it is vital for all Muslims to strive to act on their advice themself then
advise others to do the same. Leading by example is the tradition of all the



Holy Prophets, peace be upon them, and is the best way to affect others in
a positive way.



“And indeed, you [Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon
him] are of a great moral character.”

If one turns the pages of history they will observe many people who
achieved great worldly success and in some cases benefited mankind yet,
they will also observe at least one thing which taints their achievements.
But if one observes the life of the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and
blessings be upon him, they will observe nothing except success and
countless things which benefit mankind. Even though, there are people
who falsely criticise the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be
upon him, it is quite evident from his highly accurate and detailed biography
which has been verified by reliable muslim and non-muslim historians that
this criticism is based on nothing but falsehood. This is why muslims must
put aside all role models and instead study and adopt the flawless
character of the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon
him, as this is the only way to achieve real untainted success in both one's
worldly and religious life. Chapter 3 Alee Imran, verse 31.:

“‘Say, [O Muhammad], "If you should love Allah, then follow me, [so] Allah
will love you and forgive you your sins...”

There is no goal greater than this in this world. In fact, this is what people
irrespective of their faith strive to achieve. And Allah, the Exalted, has
placed all of it in the footsteps of his Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and
blessings be upon him. Chapter 33 Al Ahzab, verse 21:



“There has certainly been for you in the Messenger of Allah an excellent
pattern for anyone whose hope is in Allah and the Last Day and [whoO]
remembers Allah often.”

It is simple, if a person desires worldly and religious success they should
follow in the footsteps of the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and
blessings be upon him. But if they choose a path other than his whatever
tainted success they achieve will eventually become a burden for them and
it may lead to a punishment on a Great Day.



“And indeed, you [Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be
upon him] are of a great moral character.”

In a Hadith found in Jami At Tirmidhi, number 2016, the mother of the
believers, the wife of the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings
be upon him, Aisha, may Allah be pleased with her, described some of
the noble characteristics of the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and
blessings be upon him. She advised that he was neither obscene nor
loud-mouthed. He never replied evil with evil and instead forgave and
overlooked the faults of others.

First of all, all muslims must understand that it is a duty on them to adopt
the noble characteristics of the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and
blessings be upon him. Chapter 3 Alee Imran, verse 31.:

‘Say, [O Muhammad], "If you should love Allah, then follow me, [sO]
Allah will love you and forgive you your sins...”

And Chapter 33 Al Ahzab, verse 21:

“There has certainly been for you in the Messenger of Allah an excellent
pattern for anyone whose hope is in Allah and the Last Day and [who]
remembers Allah often.”



A muslim must never act or speak in an obscene way as this is hated by
Allah, the Exalted, according to a Hadith found in Imam Bukhari's, Adab
Al Mufrad, number 464. Behaving in this manner is the very essence of
bad character. And as good character will be the heaviest thing in the
scales of Judgment Day according to a Hadith found in Jami At Tirmidhi,
number 2003, one can predict the evil outcome of the one who reaches
the Day of Judgment as an obscene person. In addition, the one who is
obscene in speech is much more likely to enter Hell as it only takes a
single obscene word to cause one to plunge into Hell on Judgment Day.
This has been warned in a Hadith found in Jami At Tirmidhi, number
2314. Put simply, true faith and obscenity can never gather in a single
heart.

A muslim should not be loud-mouthed as this leads to the loss of respect
from others especially, one's relatives. The loud-mouthed often comes
across aggressive and can easily frighten others which contradicts the
behavior of a true muslim. A muslim must be gentle and kind when
conversing with others as this shows the true and peaceful nature of
Islam. Chapter 31 Lugman, verse 19:

“...and lower your voice; indeed, the most disagreeable of sounds is the
voice of donkeys."

Finally, a muslim must understand that as people are not perfect they
are bound to make mistakes. Just like a person desires to be forgiven by
Allah, the Exalted, they should overlook and pardon others. Put simply,
how one treats others is how they will be treated by Allah, the Exalted. It



Is foolishness not to forgive others yet expect the forgiveness of Allah,
the Exalted. Chapter 24 An Nur, verse 22:

“...and let them pardon and overlook. Would you not like that Allah
should forgive you?...”



“And indeed, you [Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be
upon him] are of a great moral character.”

In a Hadith found in Jami At Tirmidhi, number 2701, the Holy Prophet
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, advised that Allah, the
Exalted, loves gentleness in all matters.

This is an important characteristic which must be adopted by all
muslims. It should be used in all aspects of one’s life. It is important to
understand that being gentle benefits the muslim themself more than
anyone else. Not only will they receive blessings and reward from Allah,
the Exalted, and minimize the amount of sins they commit, as a gentle
person is less likely to commits sins through their speech and actions,
but it benefits them in worldly affairs also. For example, the person who
treats their spouse gently will gain more love and respect in return then if
they treated their spouse in a harsh manner. Children are more likely to
obey and treat their parents with respect when they are treated gently.
Colleagues at work are more likely to help the one who is gentle with
them. The examples are endless. Only in very rare cases is a harsh
attitude required. In most cases, gentle behaviour will be much more
effective than a harsh attitude.

The Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him,
possesses countless good qualities yet, Allah, the exalted, specifically
highlighted his gentleness in the Holy Quran as it is a key ingredient
required to affect others in a positive way. Chapter 3 Al Imran, verse
159:



“So by mercy from Allah, [O Muhammad], you were lenient with them.
And if you had been rude [in speech] and harsh in heart, they would
have disbanded from about you...”

A muslim must remember that they will never be better than a Holy
Prophet, peace be upon them, nor will the person they interact with be
worse than Pharaoh yet, Allah, the Exalted, commanded the Holy
Prophet Mosa and the Holy Prophet Haroon, peace be upon them, to
deal with Pharaoh in a kind manner. Chapter 20 Taha, verse 44:

“And speak to him with gentle speech that perhaps he may be reminded
or fear [Allah]."

Therefore, a muslim should adopt gentleness in all affairs as it leads to
much reward and affects others, such as one's family, in a positive way.



“And indeed, you [Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be
upon him] are of a great moral character.”

In a Hadith found in Sunan Abu Dawud, number 4681, the Holy Prophet
Muhammad, peace and blessings be wupon him, advised the
characteristics which perfect a muslim’s faith.

The first is to love for the sake of Allah, the Exalted. This includes
desiring what is best for others in both worldly and religious matters.
This must be practically shown through one's actions meaning,
supporting others financially, emotionally and physically within one's
means. Counting one's favors to others not only cancels the reward but
also proves their lack of love for the sake of Allah, the Exalted, as this
person only loves gaining praise and other forms of compensation from
people. Chapter 2 Al Bagarah, verse 264:

‘O you who have believed, do not invalidate your charities with
reminders [of it] or injury...”

Any type of negative feelings towards others over worldly reasons, such
as envy, contradicts loving others for the sake of Allah, the Exalted, and
must be avoided.



To sum up, this noble quality includes loving for others what one loves
for themself through actions not just words. This is an aspect of being a
true believer according to a Hadith found in Jami At Tirmidhi, number
2515.

The next characteristic mentioned in the main Hadith under discussion is
to hate for the sake of Allah, the Exalted. This means one should dislike
the things Allah, the Exalted, dislikes such as His disobedience. It is
important to note, this does not mean one should hate others as people
can sincerely repent to Allah, the Exalted. Instead a muslim should
dislike the sin itself which is proven by them avoiding it and warning
others against it also. Muslims should continue to advise others instead
of breaking ties with them as this act of kindness may well cause them to
sincerely repent. This includes not disliking things based on one’s own
feelings, such as an action, which is lawful. Finally the proof of one
disliking for the sake of Allah, the Exalted, is that when they show their
dislike through their words and actions it will never be in a way which
contradicts the teachings of Islam. Meaning, their dislike for something
will never cause them to commit a sin as this would prove that their
dislike for something is for their own sake.

The next characteristic mentioned in the main Hadith under discussion is
giving for the sake of Allah, the Exalted. This refers to every blessing
one can give to others, such as physical and emotional support not just
wealth. When one gives they will do so according to the teachings of
Islam meaning, in matters pleasing to Allah, the Exalted, such as giving
sincere advice. In fact, this is an aspect of being sincere to others which
has been commanded in a Hadith found in Sunan An Nasai, humber
4204. It includes giving and sharing these blessings with others without
counting one's favors as this proves they gave in order to receive
something from others. Chapter 76 Al Insan, verse 9:



‘[Saying], "We feed you only for the face [i.e., approval] of Allah. We
wish not from you reward or gratitude.”

The final characteristic mentioned in the main Hadith under discussion is
withholding for the sake of Allah, the Exalted. This includes withholding
the blessings one possesses, such as wealth, from others in matters
which are displeasing to Allah, the Exalted. This muslim will not observe
who is requesting something from them instead they only assess the
reason behind the request. If the reason contradicts the teachings of
Islam they will withhold the blessing and not take part in the activity.
Chapter 5 Al Ma’idah, verse 2:

“...And cooperate in righteousness and piety, but do not cooperate in sin
and aggression...”

This includes withholding one's speech and actions in matters which are
not pleasing to Allah, the Exalted, such as backbiting or manifesting
one's anger. This muslim will not speak and act according to their
desires and only precede in a situation when it pleases Allah, the
Exalted, otherwise, they will withhold and refrain from preceding forward.

To conclude, adopting these characteristics leads to perfection of faith
as they are based on one's emotions and are therefore extremely
difficult to control. Whoever is blessed with controlling them will find
fulfilling the other duties of Islam easier. These duties consist of fulfilling



the commands of Allah, the Exalted, refraining from His prohibitions and
facing destiny with patience.
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