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Introduction

The following short book discusses some Lessons from the Life of the
Holy Prophet Ishaaqg, peace be upon him, which have been discussed in
the Holy Quran and the Hadiths of the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace
and blessings be upon him.

Implementing the lessons discussed will aid a Muslim to Achieve Noble
Character. According to the Hadith found in Jami At Tirmidhi, number
2003, the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him,
has advised that the heaviest thing in the Scales of Judgment Day will
be Noble Character. It is one of qualities of the Holy Prophet
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, which Allah, the Exalted,
complimented in Chapter 68 Al Qalam, Verse 4 of the Holy Quran:

“And indeed, you are of a great moral character.”

Therefore, it is a duty on all Muslims to gain and act on the teachings of
the Holy Quran and the traditions of the Holy Prophet Muhammad,
peace and blessings be upon him, in order to Achieve Noble Character.



Lessons from Prophet Ishaaq (PBUH)

Chapter 21 - Al Anbiya, Verses 72-73
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“And We gave him [Prophet Ibrahim, peace be upon him] Isaac and Jacob
in addition, and all [of them] We made righteous.

And We made them leaders guiding by Our command. And We inspired to
them the doing of good deeds, establishment of prayer, and giving of
zakah; and they were worshippers of Us.”



“And We gave him [Prophet Ibrahim, peace be upon him] Isaac and
Jacob in addition, and all [of them] We made righteous.”

The Holy Prophet Ibrahim, peace be upon him, played his part by raising
them in the correct way.

In a Hadith found in Jami At Tirmidhi, number 1952, the Holy Prophet
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, advised that the most
virtuous gift a parent can give their child is to teach them good character.

This Hadith reminds muslims to be more concerned about the faith of their
relatives, such as their children, over acquiring and imparting wealth and
properties to them. It is important to understand, worldly legacies come and
go. How many rich and powerful people have built massive empires only
for them to be torn apart and forgotten shortly after their death? The few
signs left behind from some of these legacies only endure in order to warn
people not to follow in their footsteps. An example is the great empire of
Pharaoh. Unfortunately, many muslims are so concerned about teaching
their children how to build an empire and acquire much wealth and
properties that they neglect teaching them the sincere obedience of Allah,
the Exalted, which involves fulfilling His commands, refraining from His
prohibitions and facing destiny with patience. This includes good manners
towards Allah, the Exalted, and the creation. A muslim should not be fooled
into believing they have plenty of time for teaching their children good
manners as their moment of death is unknown and often pounces on
people unexpectedly.



In addition, it is extremely difficult to teach good manners to children when
they get older and become set in their ways. Today is the day a muslim
should truly reflect on the gift they wish to impart to their children and
relatives. This is how a muslim sends forward good to the hereafter but
also leaves good behind as a righteous child which supplicates for their
deceased parent benefits them. This has been confirmed in a Hadith found
in Jami At Tirmidhi, number 1376. It is hoped that the one who is
surrounded by good in this way will be forgiven by Allah, the Exalted.



“And We gave him [Prophet Ibrahim, peace be upon him] Isaac and
Jacob in addition, and all [of them] We made righteous.”

Righteousness cannot be achieved without gaining and acting on Islamic
knowledge so that one can fulfill the commands of Allah, the Exalted,
refrain from His prohibitions and face destiny with patience according to the
traditions of the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon
him. Chapter 35 Fatir, verse 28:

“...Only those fear Allah, from among His servants, who have
knowledge...”

In a Hadith found in Jami At Tirmidhi, number 2451, the Holy Prophet
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon, advised that a muslim cannot
become righteous until they avoid something which is not harmful to their
religion out of caution that it will lead to something which is harmful.
Therefore, an aspect of righteousness is to avoid things which are doubtful
not just unlawful. This is because doubtful things takes a muslim one step
closer to the unlawful and the closer one is to the unlawful the easier it is to
fall into it. It is why a Hadith found in Jami At Tirmidhi, number 1205,
advises that the one who avoids unlawful and doubtful things will protect
their religion and honor. If one observes those who have become
misguided in society, in most cases, this occurred gradually not in one
sudden step. Meaning, the person first indulged in doubtful things before
falling into the unlawful. This is the reason why Islam stresses the need to
avoid unnecessary and vain things in one's life as they can lead them to
the unlawful. For example, vain and useless speech which is not classified



sinful by Islam often leads to evil speech, such as backbiting, lying and
slander. If a person avoids the first step by not indulging in vain speech
they will undoubtedly avoid evil speech. This process can be applied to all
things which are vain, unnecessary and especially, doubtful.



“And We gave him [Prophet Ibrahim, peace be upon him] Isaac and
Jacob in addition...And We made them leaders guiding by Our
command...”

This is because they led by example.

It is important for all Muslims, especially parents, to act on what they advise
to others. It is obvious if one turns the pages of history that those who
acted on what they preached had a much more positive effect on others
compared to those who did not lead by example. The best example being
the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, who not
only practiced what he preached but adhered to those teachings more
strictly than anyone else. Only with this attitude will Muslims especially,
parents have a positive impact on others. For example, if a mother warns
her children not to lie as it is a sin but often lies in front of them her children
are unlikely to act on her advice. A person's actions will always have more
of an impact on others than their speech. It is important to note that this
does not mean one needs to be perfect before advising others. It means
they should sincerely strive to act on their own advice before advising
others. The Holy Quran has made it clear in the following verse that Allah,
the exalted, hates this behaviour. In fact, the Holy Prophet Muhammad,
peace and blessings be upon him, has warned in a Hadith found in Sahih
Bukhari, number 3267, that the a person who commanded good but
refrained from it themself and prohibited evil yet acted on it themself will be
punished in severely Hell. Chapter 61 As Saf, verse 3:

“Greatly hateful in the sight of Allah is that you say what you do not do.”



So it is vital for all Muslims to strive to act on their advice themself then
advise others to do the same. Leading by example is the tradition of all the
Holy Prophets, peace be upon them, and is the best way to affect others in
a positive way.



“And We gave him [Prophet Ibrahim, peace be upon him] Isaac and
Jacob in addition...And We made them leaders guiding by Our
command...”

In a Hadith found in Jami At Tirmidhi, number 2674, the Holy Prophet
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, advised that the one
who guides others to something good will receive the same reward as
those who act on their advice. And those who guide others to sins will be
held accountable as if they committed the sins.

It is important for muslims to be careful when advising and guiding
others. A muslim should only advise others in matters of good so that
they gain reward from it and avoid advising others to disobey Allah, the
Exalted. A person will not escape punishment on Judgment Day by
simply claiming they are only inviting others towards sins even if they did
not commit the sins themselves. Allah, the Exalted, will hold both the
guide and the follower accountable for their actions. Muslims should
therefore only advise others to do the things they would do themselves.
If they dislike an action being recorded in their book of deeds they
should not advise others to perform that action.

Because of this Islamic principle muslims should ensure they gain the
adequate knowledge before advising others as they can easily multiply
their own sins if they incorrectly advise others.

In addition, this principle is an extremely easy way for muslims to gain
reward for actions they cannot perform themselves due to a lack of



means, such as wealth. For example, a person who is not financially
able to donate charity can encourage others to do so and this will result
in them gaining the same reward as the one who gave charity.



“And We gave him [Prophet Ibrahim, peace be upon him] Isaac and
Jacob in addition...And We inspired to them the doing of good
deeds...”

In a Hadith found in Jami At Tirmidhi, number 2003, the Holy Prophet
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, advised that the
heaviest thing in the scales of Judgment Day will be good character.
This includes showing good character towards Allah, the Exalted, by
fulfilling His commands, refraining from His prohibitions and by facing
destiny with patience. It also includes showing good character towards
people. Unfortunately, many muslims strive to fulfil the obligatory duties
in respect to Allah, the Exalted, but neglect the second aspect by
mistreating others. They fail to understand its importance. A Hadith
found in Jami At Tirmidhi, number 2515, clearly advises that a person
will not be a true believer until they love for others what they love for
themself. Meaning, the same way a person desires to be treated kindly
they must also treat others with good character otherwise they will not
succeed as the only truly successful people are the believers.

In addition, a person cannot be a true believer until they keep their
verbal and physical harm away from others and their possessions
irrespective of their faith. This has been confirmed in a Hadith found in
Sunan An Nasai, number 4998.

The Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, once
warned in a Hadith found in Sahih Bukhari, number 3318, that a woman
will enter Hell because she mistreated a cat which led to its death. And
another Hadith found in Sunan Abu Dawud, number 2550, advises that a
man was forgiven because he fed a thirsty dog. If this is the outcome of



showing good character and the consequences of showing evil
character to animals can one imagine the importance of showing good
character towards Allah, the Exalted, and people? In fact, the main
Hadith under discussion concludes by advising that the one who
possesses good character will be rewarded like the muslim who
persistently worships Allah, the Exalted, and regularly fasts.



“And We gave him [Prophet Ibrahim, peace be upon him] Isaac and
Jacob in addition...And We inspired to them the doing of good
deeds...”

In a divine Hadith of the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings
be upon him, found in Sahih Bukhari, number 6502, Allah, the Exalted,
declares that a muslim can only draw close to Him through fulfilling their
obligatory duties. And they can achieve the love of Allah, the Exalted,
through voluntary righteous deeds.

This description splits the servants of Allah, the Exalted, into two
categories. The first group draws near to Allah, the Exalted, by fulfilling
their obligatory duties in respect to Allah, the Exalted, such as the
obligatory prayer, and in respect to people, such as the obligatory
charity. This can be summed up by fulfilling the commands of Allah, the
Exalted, refraining from His prohibitions and being patient with destiny.

The second category of those who are brought near to Allah, the
Exalted, are superior to the first group as they not only fulfil their
obligatory duties but strive in voluntary righteous deeds. This clearly
shows that this is the only path to the proximity of Allah, the Exalted.
Whoever takes a path other than this will not achieve this vital goal. This
completely rejects the concept of obtaining sainthood without striving in
obedience to Allah, the Exalted. The person who claims this is simply a
liar. The Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him,
has confirmed in a Hadith found in Sahih Muslim, number 4094, that
when the spiritual heart is pure the rest of the body becomes pure. This
leads to righteous deeds. So if a person does not perform righteous
deeds, such as their obligatory duties, then their body is impure which



means their spiritual heart is impure as well. This person can never
reach the proximity of Allah, the Exalted.

It is important to note, the greatest voluntary righteous deeds one can
perform are those based on the traditions of the Holy Prophet
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him. Anyone who chooses to
perform voluntary righteous deeds not based on his traditions has been
fooled by the Devil as no path will take one close to Allah, the Exalted,
except the path and actions of the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and
blessings be upon him. Chapter 3 Alee Imran, verse 31.:

‘Say, [O Muhammad], "If you should love Allah, then follow me, [sO]
Allah will love you and forgive you your sins....”

The pious muslims who belong in the second higher group are also
those who avoid unnecessary things of this material world. This attitude
aids them in focusing their efforts on performing voluntary righteous
deeds. It is this group who have perfected their faith by loving, hating,
giving and withholding all for the sake of Allah, the Exalted. This has
been advised in a Hadith found in Sunan Abu Dawud, number 4681.

The next thing mentioned in the main Hadith under discussion is that
when one strives in fulfilling the obligatory duties and performing
voluntary righteous deeds Allah, the Exalted, blesses their five senses
so that they use them in obedience to Him. This righteous servant will
very rarely commit sins. This increase in guidance has been indicated in
Chapter 29 Al Ankabut, verse 69:



“And those who strive for Us - We will surely guide them to Our ways...”

This muslim reaches the level of excellence which has been discussed
in a Hadith found in Sahih Muslim, number 99. This is when a muslim
performs actions, such as the prayer, as if they observe Allah, the
Exalted. The one who reaches this level will guard their mind and body
from sins. This is the one who when they speak they speak for Allah, the
Exalted, when they are silent they are silent for Allah, the Exalted. When
they act they act for Him and when they are still they are for His sake.
This is an aspect of monotheism and understanding the Oneness of
Allah, the Exalted.

The next thing mentioned in the main Hadith under discussion is that this
muslim’s supplication will be fulfilled and they will be granted the refuge
and protection of Allah, the Exalted. This is a clear lesson for those who
desire lawful worldly things. They should not seek to obtain them using
any means except through the sincere obedience of Allah, the Exalted.
No spiritual teacher or anyone else will be able to grant things to a
person unless the person strives in the obedience of Allah, the Exalted
and they are destined to obtain those things.

To conclude this Hadith makes it clear that the proximity of Allah, the
Exalted, is only gained through sincere obedience to Him in the form of
fulfilling His commands, refraining from His prohibitions and being
patient with destiny. This is the path of the Holy Prophet Muhammad,



peace and blessings be upon him, and the only path of success in both
worlds.



“And We gave him [Prophet Ibrahim, peace be upon him] Isaac and
Jacob in addition...And We inspired to them the doing of good
deeds, establishment of prayer...”

The fact that establishing the prayers has been mentioned separately
indicates its importance.

In a Hadith found in Jami At Tirmidhi, number 2618, the Holy Prophet
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, warned that the
difference between belief and disbelief is abandoning the obligatory
prayers.

In this day and age this has become far too common. Many give up their
obligatory prayers for trivial reasons all of which are undoubtedly
rejected. If the obligation of the prayer has not been removed for the one
who is engaging in battle how can it be removed from anyone else?
Chapter 4 An Nisa, verse 102:

“And when you [i.e., the commander of an army] are among them and
lead them in prayer, let a group of them stand [in prayer] with you and let
them carry their arms. And when they have prostrated, let them be [in
position] behind you and have the other group come forward which has
not [yet] prayed and let them pray with you, taking precaution and
carrying their arms...”



Neither is the traveller or the sick exempt from offering their obligatory
prayers. The traveller has been advised to reduce the amount of cycles
in some of the obligatory prayers in order to reduce the burden for them
but they have not been exempt from offering them. Chapter 4 An Nisa,
verse 101:

“And when you travel throughout the land, there is no blame upon you
for shortening the prayer...”

The sick have been advised to perform dry ablution if contact with water
will harm them. Chapter 5 Al Ma’idah, verse 6:

“...But if you are ill or on a journey or one of you comes from the place of
relieving himself or you have contacted women and do not find water,
then seek clean earth and wipe over your faces and hands with it...”

In addition, the sick can perform the obligatory prayer in a way which is
easier for them. Meaning, if they cannot stand they are allowed to sit and
if they cannot sit they can lay down and offer the obligatory prayer. This
Is confirmed in a Hadith found in Jami At Tirmidhi, number 372. But
again, no complete exemption is granted to the sick unless one is
mentally ill which prevents them from comprehending the obligation of
the prayer.



The other major issue is that some muslims delay their obligatory
prayers and offer them beyond their correct times. This clearly
contradicts the Holy Quran as the believers have been described as
those who offer their obligatory prayers on time. Chapter 4 An Nisa,
verse 103:

“...Indeed, prayer has been decreed upon the believers a decree of
specified times.”

Many believe that the following verse of the Holy Quran refers to those
who unnecessarily delay their obligatory prayers. This has been
discussed in Tafseer Ibn Kathir, volume 10, pages 603-604. Chapter 107
Al Ma’un, verses 4-5:

“So woe to those who pray. [But] who are heedless of their prayer.”

Here Allah, the Exalted, has clearly cursed those who have adopted this
evil trait. How can one find success in this world or the next if they have
been removed from the mercy of Allah, the Exalted?

The Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him,
declared in a Hadith found in Sunan An Nasai, number 512, that
delaying one's obligatory prayers unnecessarily is a sign of hypocrisy.
The Holy Quran has made it clear that one of the main reasons people



will enter Hell is failing to establish the obligatory prayers. Chapter 74 Al
Muddaththir, verses 42-43:

‘[And asking them], "What put you into Saqar?" They will say, "We were
not of those who prayed.”

Abandoning the obligatory prayers is such a serious sin that the Holy
Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, declared in a
Hadith found in Jami At Tirmidhi, number 2621, that whoever commits
this sin has disbelieved in Islam.

In addition, no other good deed will benefit a muslim until their obligatory
prayers are not established. A Hadith found in Sahih Bukhari, number
553, clearly warns that one's good deeds are destroyed if they miss the
afternoon obligatory prayer. If this is the case for abandoning one
obligatory prayer can one imagine the penalty of abandoning them all?

Observing the obligatory prayers at their correct times has been advised
to be one of the most beloved deeds to Allah, the Exalted, in a Hadith
found in Sahih Muslim, number 252. From this one can determine that
delaying the obligatory prayers beyond their time or completely missing
them is one of the most hated deeds by Allah, the Exalted.



It is an important duty for all elders to encourage the children under their
care to offer the obligatory prayers from a young age so that they
establish them before it becomes legally binding on them. Those adults
that delay this and wait until children are older have failed in this
extremely important duty. The children who were only encouraged to
offer the obligatory prayers when it became obligatory on them very
rarely established them quickly. In most cases, it takes years for them to
fulfil this important duty correctly. And the blame falls on the elders of the
family especially, the parents. This is why the Holy Prophet Muhammad,
peace and blessings be upon him, has advised in a Hadith found in
Sunan Abu Dawud, number 495, that families most encourage their
children to offer the obligatory prayers when they turn seven years old.

Another major issue many muslims face is that they may offer the
obligatory prayers but fail to do so correctly. For example, many do not
complete the stages of the prayer correctly and instead rush through it.
In fact, a Hadith found in Sahih Bukhari, number 757, clearly warns that
the one who prays like this has not prayed at all. Meaning, they are not
recorded as a person who offered their prayer and therefore their
obligation has not been fulfilled. A Hadith found in Jami At Tirmidhi,
number 265, clearly warns that the prayer of the one who does not settle
in each position of the prayer is not accepted.

The Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him,
described the one who does not bow or prostrate correctly in the prayer
as the worse thief. This has been warned in a Hadith found in Muwatta
Malik, Book number 9, Hadith number 75. Unfortunately, many muslims
who have spent decades offering their obligatory and many voluntary
prayers like this will find that none of them have counted and thus they
will be treated as one who did not fulfil their obligation. This is confirmed
in a Hadith found in Sunan An Nasai, number 1313.



The Holy Quran indicates the importance of offering the obligatory
prayers with congregation usually at a Mosque. Chapter 2 Al Baqgarah,
verse 43:

“...and bow with those who bow [in worship and obedience].”

In fact, due to this verse and Hadiths of the Holy Prophet Muhammad,
peace and blessings be upon him, some reliable scholars have declared
this obligatory on muslim men. For example, one Hadith found in Sunan
Abu Dawud, number 550, clearly warns that the muslims who would not
offer their obligatory prayers with congregation at the Mosque were
considered hypocrites by the Companions, may Allah be pleased with
them. In fact, the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be
upon him, even threatened to burn the houses of the men who failed to
perform their obligatory prayers at the Mosque with congregation without
a valid excuse. This is confirmed in a Hadith found in Sahih Muslim,
number 1482. Those muslims who are in a position to perform this
important deed should do so. They should not fool themselves into
claiming they are performing other righteous deeds such as helping their
family with house chores. Even though, this is a tradition of the Holy
Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, according to a
Hadith found in Sahih Bukhari, number 676, but it is important not to
rearrange the importance of his traditions according to one's desires.
Whoever does this is not following his traditions they are only following
their own desires even if they are performing a righteous deed. In fact,
this same Hadith concludes by advising that when it was time for the
obligatory prayer the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be
upon him, would leave for the Mosque.



“And We gave him [Prophet Ibrahim, peace be upon him] Isaac and
Jacob in addition...And We inspired to them the doing of good
deeds, establishment of prayer...”

The fact that establishing the prayers has been mentioned separately
indicates its importance.

In a Hadith found in Sahih Bukhari, number 528, the Holy Prophet
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, advised that the five
obligatory prayers erase one's sins just like taking a bath five times a
day would clean the body of dirt.

The first thing to note is that this Hadith refers to minor sins only as
major sins require sincere repentance.

In addition, it is important for muslims to not only purify their outer beings
of minor sins by establishing the five obligatory prayers but also fulfill the
other aspect of purification namely, inner purification. This is indicated by
the fact that the five obligatory prayers were spread across the day
instead of being put together. Meaning, a muslim should repeatedly
inwardly turn to Allah, the Exalted, throughout the day just like their body
turns to Allah, the Exalted, five times a day through the obligatory
prayers. This inner purification involves correcting one's intention so that
they are only perform actions in order to please Allah, the Exalted. This
Is the foundation of Islam and is what Allah, the Exalted, assesses when
judging an action. This has been confirmed in a Hadith found in Sahih
Bukhari, number 1. Those who act for the sake of other people will be



told to gain their reward from them on Judgment Day which will not be
possible. This has been warned in a Hadith found in Jami At Tirmidhi,
number 3154.

Finally, this inner purification includes learning and acting on the
teachings of Islam so that one removes the bad characteristics they
possess, such as envy and instead adopt good characteristics, such as
patience. The outer purification is important but if a muslim desires to
achieve success and overcome all difficulties in both worlds they must
purify their inner being as well as their outer being.



“And We gave him [Prophet Ibrahim, peace be upon him] Isaac and
Jacob in addition...And We inspired to them the doing of good
deeds...and giving of zakah...”

The fact that the obligatory charity has been mentioned separately
indicates its importance.

Severe warnings over failing to donate the obligatory charity have been
given in the Holy Quran and the Hadiths of the Holy Prophet
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him. For example, a Hadith
found in Sahih Bukhari, number 1403, warns that the person who does
not donate their obligatory charity will encounter a large poisonous
snake which will continuously bite them on the Day of Judgement.
Chapter 3 Alee Imran, verse 180:

“And let not those who [greedily] withhold what Allah has given them of
His bounty ever think that it is better for them. Rather, it is worse for
them. Their necks will be encircled by what they withheld on the Day of
Resurrection...”

According to a Hadith found in Sunan Ibn Majah, number 4019, when
the members of a society withhold the obligatory charity Allah, the
Exalted, will withhold rain and if it was not for the animals He would not
let it rain at all. This major sin is therefore one potential cause of the long
periods of drought some nations face.



Not offering the obligatory charity is a sign of extreme greed as it is only
an extremely tiny portion of one's wealth namely, 2.5%. It is clear that
the miser is far from Allah, the Exalted, the people and close to Hell.
This is confirmed in a Hadith found in Jami At Tirmidhi, number 1961.

Muslims must understand that donating the obligatory charity does not
only protect them from punishment but it leads to blessings in one's life
which far outweigh the wealth they donated. In fact, the Holy Prophet
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, has made it clear in a
Hadith found in Sahih Muslim, number 6592, that charity does not
decrease one's wealth. This means that when one donates Allah, the
Exalted, compensates them. For example, He provides them with
business opportunities which cause them to gain more wealth than they
donated. This repayment is confirmed in many places of the Holy Quran
for example, chapter 57 Al Hadid, verse 11:

“‘Who is it that would loan Allah a goodly loan so He will multiply it for
him and he will have a noble reward?”

In addition, this Hadith could indicate that as each person's provision is
pre-recorded whatever wealth which is destined to be spent on them will
never change irrespective of how much wealth a person donates. This is
confirmed in a Hadith found in Sahih Muslim, number 6748.



A muslim must therefore avoid the wrath of Allah, the Exalted, by
donating a very small fraction of their wealth in the form of the obligatory

charity while hoping for a reward which is much greater both in this world
and the next.



“And We gave him [Prophet Ibrahim, peace be upon him] Isaac and
Jacob in addition...and they were worshippers of Us.”

True worship involves sincerity. In a Hadith found in Sahih Muslim
number 196, the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be
upon him, advised that Islam is sincerity towards Allah, the Exalted.

Sincerity towards Allah, the Exalted, includes fulfilling all the duties given
by Him in the form of commands and prohibitions, solely for His
pleasure. As confirmed in a Hadith found in Sahih Bukhari, number 1, all
will be judged by their intention. So if one is not sincere towards Allah,
the Exalted, when performing good deeds they will gain no reward in this
world or in the next. In fact, according to a Hadith found in Jami At
Tirmidhi, number 3154, those who performed insincere deeds will be told
on Judgement Day to seek their reward from those who they acted for,
which will not be possible. Chapter 98 Al Bayyinah, verse 5.

"And they were not commanded except to worship Allah, [being] sincere
to Him in religion....."

If one is lax in fulfilling their duties towards Allah, the Exalted, it proves a
lack of sincerity. Therefore, they should sincerely repent and struggle to
fulfil them all. It is important to bear in mind Allah, the Exalted, never
burdens one with duties they cannot perform or handle. Chapter 2 Al
Bagarah, verse 286.



"Allah does not charge a soul except [with that within] its capacity...."

Being sincere towards Allah, the Exalted, means that one should always
choose His pleasure over the pleasure of themself and others. A Muslim
should always give priority to those actions which are for the sake of
Allah, the Exalted, over all else. One should love others and dislike their
sins for the sake of Allah, the Exalted, and not for the sake of their own
desires. When they help others or refuse to take part in sins it should be
for the sake of Allah, the Exalted. The one who adopts this mentality has
perfected their faith. This is confirmed in a Hadith found in Sunan Abu
Dawud, number 4681.
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“And We gave him [Prophet Ibrahim, peace be upon him] good tidings of
Isaac, a prophet from among the righteous.

And We blessed him and Isaac. But among their descendants is the
doer of good and the clearly unjust to himself [i.e., sinner].”



“And We gave him [Prophet Ibrahim, peace be upon him] good tidings
of Isaac, a prophet from among the righteous.”

A muslim must follow in the footsteps of the Holy Prophet Ibrahim, peace
be upon him, by raising their children in the correct way if they desire them
to become righteous servants of Allah, the Exalted.

In a Hadith found in Jami At Tirmidhi, number 1952, the Holy Prophet
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, advised that the most
virtuous gift a parent can give their child is to teach them good character.

This Hadith reminds muslims to be more concerned about the faith of their
relatives, such as their children, over acquiring and imparting wealth and
properties to them. It is important to understand, worldly legacies come and
go. How many rich and powerful people have built massive empires only
for them to be torn apart and forgotten shortly after their death? The few
signs left behind from some of these legacies only endure in order to warn
people not to follow in their footsteps. An example is the great empire of
Pharaoh. Unfortunately, many muslims are so concerned about teaching
their children how to build an empire and acquire much wealth and
properties that they neglect teaching them the sincere obedience of Allah,
the Exalted, which involves fulfilling His commands, refraining from His
prohibitions and facing destiny with patience. This includes good manners
towards Allah, the Exalted, and the creation. A muslim should not be fooled
into believing they have plenty of time for teaching their children good
manners as their moment of death is unknown and often pounces on
people unexpectedly.



In addition, it is extremely difficult to teach good manners to children when
they get older and become set in their ways. Today is the day a muslim
should truly reflect on the gift they wish to impart to their children and
relatives. This is how a muslim sends forward good to the hereafter but
also leaves good behind as a righteous child which supplicates for their
deceased parent benefits them. This has been confirmed in a Hadith found
in Jami At Tirmidhi, number 1376. It is hoped that the one who is
surrounded by good in this way will be forgiven by Allah, the Exalted.



“And We gave him [Prophet Ibrahim, peace be upon him] good tidings
of Isaac, a prophet from among the righteous.”

A muslim must follow in the footsteps of the Holy Prophet Ibrahim, peace
be upon him, by raising their children in the correct way if they desire them
to become righteous servants of Allah, the Exalted.

It is important for all Muslims, especially parents, to act on what they advise
to others. It is obvious if one turns the pages of history that those who
acted on what they preached had a much more positive effect on others
compared to those who did not lead by example. The best example being
the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, who not
only practiced what he preached but adhered to those teachings more
strictly than anyone else. Only with this attitude will Muslims especially,
parents have a positive impact on others. For example, if a mother warns
her children not to lie as it is a sin but often lies in front of them her children
are unlikely to act on her advice. A person's actions will always have more
of an impact on others than their speech. It is important to note that this
does not mean one needs to be perfect before advising others. It means
they should sincerely strive to act on their own advice before advising
others. The Holy Quran has made it clear in the following verse that Allah,
the exalted, hates this behaviour. In fact, the Holy Prophet Muhammad,
peace and blessings be upon him, has warned in a Hadith found in Sahih
Bukhari, number 3267, that the a person who commanded good but
refrained from it themself and prohibited evil yet acted on it themself will be
punished in severely Hell. Chapter 61 As Saf, verse 3:



“Greatly hateful in the sight of Allah is that you say what you do not do.”

So it is vital for all Muslims to strive to act on their advice themself then
advise others to do the same. Leading by example is the tradition of all the
Holy Prophets, peace be upon them, and is the best way to affect others in
a positive way.



“And We gave him [Prophet Ibrahim, peace be upon him] good tidings
of Isaac, a prophet from among the righteous.”

Righteousness cannot be achieved without gaining and acting on Islamic
knowledge so that one can fulfill the commands of Allah, the Exalted,
refrain from His prohibitions and face destiny with patience according to the
traditions of the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon
him. Chapter 35 Fatir, verse 28:

“...Only those fear Allah, from among His servants, who have
knowledge...”

In a Hadith found in Jami At Tirmidhi, number 2451, the Holy Prophet
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon, advised that a muslim cannot
become righteous until they avoid something which is not harmful to their
religion out of caution that it will lead to something which is harmful.
Therefore, an aspect of righteousness is to avoid things which are doubtful
not just unlawful. This is because doubtful things takes a muslim one step
closer to the unlawful and the closer one is to the unlawful the easier it is to
fall into it. It is why a Hadith found in Jami At Tirmidhi, number 1205,
advises that the one who avoids unlawful and doubtful things will protect
their religion and honor. If one observes those who have become
misguided in society, in most cases, this occurred gradually not in one
sudden step. Meaning, the person first indulged in doubtful things before
falling into the unlawful. This is the reason why Islam stresses the need to
avoid unnecessary and vain things in one's life as they can lead them to
the unlawful. For example, vain and useless speech which is not classified



sinful by Islam often leads to evil speech, such as backbiting, lying and
slander. If a person avoids the first step by not indulging in vain speech
they will undoubtedly avoid evil speech. This process can be applied to all
things which are vain, unnecessary and especially, doubtful.



“And We blessed him [Prophet Ismaeel, peace be upon him] and
Isaac. But among their descendants...”

The pronoun him refers to the Holy Prophet Ismaeel, peace be upon him,
as the same verse mentions that Allah, the Exalted, blessed both of their
offspring. If the he referred to the Holy Prophet Ibrahim, peace be upon
him, it would have said his offspring only not both of their offspring. This
was important to highlight as the people of the book look down upon the
lineage of the Holy Prophet Ismaeel, peace be upon him, even though
Allah, the Exalted, blessed him and his lineage the same way he blessed
the forefather of the people of the book, the Holy Prophet Ishaaq, peace be
upon him.

This verse is connected to chapter 47 Muhammad, verse 7:

“O you who have believed, if you support Allah, He will support you and
plant firmly your feet.”

This verse means that if one aids Islam then Allah, the Exalted, will help
them in both worlds. It is strange how countless people desire the help of
Allah, the Exalted, yet do not fulfil the first part of this verse through the
sincere obedience of Allah, the Exalted, by fulfilling His commands,
refraining from His prohibitions and by facing destiny with patience. The
excuse most people give is that they do not have time to perform righteous



deeds. They desire the help of Allah, the Exalted, yet will not make time to
do the things which please Him. Does this make sense? Those who do not
fulfil the obligatory duties and then expect the aid of Allah, the Exalted, in
their moment of need are quite foolish. And those who do fulfil the
obligatory duties yet refuse to go beyond them will find that the aid they
receive is limited. How one behaves is how they are treated. The more time
and energy dedicated to Allah, the Exalted, the more support they will
receive. It really is that simple.

A muslim needs to understand that the majority of the obligatory duties,
such as the five daily prayers, only takes a small amount of time in one's
day. A muslim cannot expect to barely dedicate an hour a day to offering
the obligatory prayers and then neglect Allah, the Exalted, for the rest of
the day and still expect His continuous support through all difficulties. A
person would dislike a friend who treated them in such a manner. How then
can one treat Allah, the Exalted, the Lord of the worlds, like this then?

Some only dedicate extra time to pleasing Allah, the Exalted, when they
encounter a worldly problem then demand Him to fix it as if they done
Allah, the Exalted, a favour by performing voluntary good deeds. This
foolish mentality clearly contradicts servanthood to Allah, the Exalted. It is
amazing how this type of person finds time to do all their other leisurely
activities, such as spending time with family and friends, watching TV and
attending social functions yet finds no time to dedicate to pleasing Allah,
the Exalted. They cannot seem to find time to recite and adopt the
teachings of the Holy Quran. They do not seem to find time to study and
act on the traditions of the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings
be upon him. These people somehow find wealth to spend on their



unnecessary luxuries yet seem to find no wealth to donate in voluntary
charity.

It is important to understand that a muslim will be treated according to how
they behave. Meaning, if a Muslim dedicates extra time to please Allah, the
Exalted, then they will find the support they need to journey through all
difficulties safely. But if they fail to fulfil the obligatory duties or only fulfil
them without dedicating any other time to pleasing Allah, the Exalted, then
they will find a similar response from Allah, the Exalted. Put simply, the
more one gives the more they shall receive. If one does not give much they
should not expect much in return.



“And We blessed him [Prophet Ismaeel, peace be upon him] and
Isaac. But among their descendants is the doer of good and the
clearly unjust to himself.”

The pronoun him refers to the Holy Prophet Ismaeel, peace be upon him,
as the same verse mentions that Allah, the Exalted, blessed both of their
offspring. If the he referred to the Holy Prophet Ibrahim, peace be upon
him, it would have said his offspring only not both of their offspring. This
was important to highlight as the people of the book look down upon the
lineage of the Holy Prophet Ismaeel, peace be upon him, even though
Allah, the Exalted, blessed him and his lineage the same way he blessed
the forefather of the people of the book, the Holy Prophet Ishaaq, peace be
upon him.

Muslims must remember the very important position they have been
appointed to by Allah, the Exalted, namely, the ambassadors of Islam. It is
extremely important for muslims to fulfil this duty according to their
potential. The best way to achieve this is by fulfilling the commands of
Allah, the Exalted, refraining from His prohibitions and being patient with
His choices. Islam spread across the entire globe because the righteous
predecessors took this duty very seriously. When they gained and acted on
beneficial knowledge the outside world recognised the truthfulness of Islam
through their behaviour. This caused countless people to enter the fold of
Islam. Unfortunately, many muslims today believe that showing others
about Islam is merely in one's appearance, such as growing a beard or
wearing a scarf. This is only an aspect of representing Islam. The greatest
part is by adopting the characteristics of Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace
and blessings be upon him, discussed in the Holy Quran and his traditions.
Only with this attitude will the outside world observe the true nature of



Islam. A muslim should always remember that adopting an Islamic
appearance while possessing characteristics which oppose the teachings
of Islam only causes the outside world to disrespect Islam. They will be
held accountable for this disrespect as they are the cause of it. A muslim
should therefore behave as a true ambassador of Islam by adopting the
inward teachings of Islam as well as the outer appearance of Islam.

In addition, this important position should remind muslims that they will be
held accountable and questioned whether they fulfilled this role or not on
Judgment Day. The same way a king would become angry at their diplomat
and representative if they failed to fulfil their duty so will Allah, the Exalted,
become angry with the muslim who fails to fulfill their duty as an
ambassador of Islam.



“And We blessed him [Prophet Ismaeel, peace be upon him] and
Isaac. But among their descendants is the doer of good and the
clearly unjust to himself.”

The pronoun him refers to the Holy Prophet Ismaeel, peace be upon him,
as the same verse mentions that Allah, the Exalted, blessed both of their
offspring. If the he referred to the Holy Prophet Ibrahim, peace be upon
him, it would have said his offspring only not both of their offspring. This
was important to highlight as the people of the book look down upon the
lineage of the Holy Prophet Ismaeel, peace be upon him, even though
Allah, the Exalted, blessed him and his lineage the same way he blessed
the forefather of the people of the book, the Holy Prophet Ishaaq, peace be
upon him.

This verse also indicates that being the descendent of a righteous servant
does not mean anything until they follow in their footsteps.

In a Hadith found in Sunan Abu Dawud, number 5116, the Holy Prophet
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, clearly warned that nobility
does not lie in one's lineage as all people are the descendants of the Holy
Prophet Adam, peace be upon him, and he was made of dust. Therefore,
people should give up boasting about their relatives and lineage.



It is important to understand that even though some ignorant muslims have
adopted the attitude of other nations by creating castes and sects thereby
believing some people are superior to others based on these groups Islam
declared a simple criterion for superiority namely, piety. Meaning, the more
a muslim fulfills the commands of Allah, the Exalted, refrains from His
prohibitions and faces destiny with patience the greater they are in rank in
the sight of Allah, the Exalted. Chapter 49 Al Hujurat, verse 13:

“...Indeed, the most noble of you in the sight of Allah is the most righteous
of you...”

This verse destroys all other standards which have been created by
ignorant people such as one’s race, ethnicity, wealth, gender or social
status.

In addition, if a muslim is proud of a pious person in their lineage they
should correctly demonstrate this belief by praising Allah, the Exalted, and
following in their footsteps. Boasting about others without following in their
footsteps will not help someone in either this world or the next. This has
been made clear in a Hadith found in Jami At Tirmidhi, number 2945.

Finally, the one who is proud of others but fails to follow in their footsteps is
indirectly dishonoring them as the outside world will observe their bad
character and assume their righteous ancestor behaved in the same



manner. These people should therefore strive harder in the obedience of
Allah, the Exalted, because of this reason. These are like those people who
adopt the outward traditions and advice of the Holy Prophet Muhammad,
peace and blessings be upon him, such as growing a beard or wearing a
scarf yet, fail to adopt his inner character. The outside world will only think
negatively about the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be
upon him, when they observe the bad character of these muslims.



“And We blessed him [Prophet Ismaeel, peace be upon him] and
Isaac. But among their descendants is the doer of good and the
clearly unjust to himself.”

The pronoun him refers to the Holy Prophet Ismaeel, peace be upon him,
as the same verse mentions that Allah, the Exalted, blessed both of their
offspring. If the he referred to the Holy Prophet Ibrahim, peace be upon
him, it would have said his offspring only not both of their offspring. This
was important to highlight as the people of the book look down upon the
lineage of the Holy Prophet Ismaeel, peace be upon him, even though
Allah, the Exalted, blessed him and his lineage the same way he blessed
the forefather of the people of the book, the Holy Prophet Ishaaq, peace be
upon him.

In a Hadith found in Jami At Tirmidhi, number 2003, the Holy Prophet
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, advised that the heaviest
thing in the scales of Judgment Day will be good character. This includes
showing good character towards Allah, the Exalted, by fulfilling His
commands, refraining from His prohibitions and by facing destiny with
patience. It also includes showing good character towards people.
Unfortunately, many muslims strive to fulfil the obligatory duties in respect
to Allah, the Exalted, but neglect the second aspect by mistreating others.
They fail to understand its importance. A Hadith found in Jami At Tirmidhi,
number 2515, clearly advises that a person will not be a true believer until
they love for others what they love for themself. Meaning, the same way a
person desires to be treated kindly they must also treat others with good
character otherwise they will not succeed as the only truly successful
people are the believers.



In addition, a person cannot be a true believer until they keep their verbal
and physical harm away from others and their possessions irrespective of
their faith. This has been confirmed in a Hadith found in Sunan An Nasali,
number 4998.

The Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, once
warned in a Hadith found in Sahih Bukhari, number 3318, that a woman will
enter Hell because she mistreated a cat which led to its death. And another
Hadith found in Sunan Abu Dawud, number 2550, advises that a man was
forgiven because he fed a thirsty dog. If this is the outcome of showing
good character and the consequences of showing evil character to animals
can one imagine the importance of showing good character towards Allah,
the Exalted, and people? In fact, the main Hadith under discussion
concludes by advising that the one who possesses good character will be
rewarded like the muslim who persistently worships Allah, the Exalted, and
regularly fasts.



“And We blessed him [Prophet Ismaeel, peace be upon him] and
Isaac. But among their descendants is the doer of good and the
clearly unjust to himself.”

The pronoun him refers to the Holy Prophet Ismaeel, peace be upon
him, as the same verse mentions that Allah, the Exalted, blessed both of
their offspring. If the he referred to the Holy Prophet Ibrahim, peace be
upon him, it would have said his offspring only not both of their offspring.
This was important to highlight as the people of the book look down
upon the lineage of the Holy Prophet Ismaeel, peace be upon him, even
though Allah, the Exalted, blessed him and his lineage the same way he
blessed the forefather of the people of the book, the Holy Prophet
Ishaaq, peace be upon him.

In a Hadith found in Sahih Bukhari, number 2447, the Holy Prophet
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, warned that oppression
will become a darkness on the Day of Judgment.

This is vital to avoid as those who find themselves plunged in darkness
are unlikely to find their way to Paradise. Only those who will be
provided a guiding light will be able to do this successfully.

Oppression can take many forms. The first type is when one fails to fulfill
the commands of Allah, the Exalted, and refrain from His prohibitions.
Even though this has no effect on the infinite status of Allah, the Exalted,
it will cause the person to become submerged into darkness in both
worlds. According to a Hadith found in Sunan Ibn Majah, number 4244,



whenever a person commits a sin a black spot is etched on their spiritual
heart. The more they sin the more their heart will become encompassed
by darkness. This will prevent them from accepting and following true
guidance in this world which will ultimately lead to darkness in the next
world. Chapter 83 Al Mutaffifin, verse 14:

“No! Rather, the stain has covered their hearts of that which they were
earning.”

The next type of oppression is when one oppresses themself by not
fulfilling the trust they have been granted by Allah, the Exalted, in the
form of their body and other worldly blessings they possess. The
greatest of which is one's faith. This must be protected and strengthened
through gaining and acting on Islamic knowledge.

The final type of oppression is when one mistreats others. Allah, the
Exalted, will not forgive these sins until the oppressor’s victim forgives
them first. As people are not so merciful this is unlikely to happen. Then
justice will be established on Judgment Day where the oppressor's
righteous deeds will be given to their victim and if necessary the victim’s
sins will be given to the oppressor. This may lead to the oppressor being
hurled into Hell. This has been warned in a Hadith found in Sahih
Muslim, number 6579. One should therefore treat others how they wish
to be treated by people. A muslim should avoid all forms of oppression if
they desire a guiding light in this world and in the next.
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“And remember Our servants, Abraham, Isaac and Jacob - those of
strength and vision.

Indeed, We chose them for an exclusive quality: remembrance of the home
[of the Hereatfter].

And indeed they are, to Us, among the chosen and outstanding.

And remember Ishmael, Elisha and Dhul-Kifl, and all are among the
outstanding.”



“And remember Our servants, Abraham, Isaac and Jacob...”

This verse indicates the highest rank a person can reach namely, a sincere
servant of Allah, the Exalted. If there was a greater rank than this Allah, the
Exalted, would have referred to these Holy Prophets, peace be upon them,
with it. This has been supported by many Hadiths, such as the one found in
Sahih Muslim, number 851, where the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace
and blessings be upon him, referred to himself as the servant of Allah, the
Exalted, before declaring his Messengership. This is a clear lesson to all
muslims that if they desire ultimate success and the highest ranks in both
worlds they must become true servants of Allah, the Exalted. This is only
achieved by following in the footsteps of the greatest servant of Allah, the
Exalted, namely, the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be
upon him. Servanthood is not possible to achieve any other way. Chapter 3
Alee Imran, verse 31.:

“Say, [O Muhammad], "If you should love Allah, then follow me, [so] Allah
will love you and forgive you your sins. And Allah is Forgiving and Merciful."



“And remember Our servants, Abraham, Isaac and Jacob - those of
strength...”

In a Hadith found in Sunan lbn Majah, number 4168, the Holy Prophet
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, advised that the strong
believer is more beloved to Allah, the Exalted, than a weaker believer.

This does not necessarily refer to physical strength which one uses to
perform righteous deeds. But it also refers to knowledge and acting on it.
When one acts on their knowledge it leads to certainty of faith. The one
who possesses strong faith will fulfil their duties according to their
knowledge and not blind imitation like the weak believer. A weak believer
believes something based on hearsay like if they were told a person is
inside their house whereas the strong believer believes and acts based on
knowledge for example, if they saw the person inside their house through a
window. The stronger one’s faith the greater their obedience to Allah, the
Exalted, in the form of fulfilling His commands, refraining from His
prohibitions and facing destiny with patience. This in turn increases their
success in both worlds. Chapter 41 Fussilat, verse 53:

“We will show them Our signs in the horizons and within themselves until it
becomes clear to them that it is the truth...”



“And remember Our servants, Abraham, Isaac and Jacob - those of
strength...”

This refers to the strength of their faith.

All muslims have faith in Islam but the strength of their faith varies from
person to person. For example, the one who follows the teachings of Islam
because their family told them to is not the same as the one who believes
in it through evidence. A person who has heard about something will not
believe in it in the same way as the one who has witnessed the thing with
their own eyes.

As confirmed in a Hadith found in Sunan Ibn Majah, number 224, gaining
useful knowledge is a duty on all muslims. One of the reasons for this is
that it is the best way a muslim can strengthen their faith in Islam. This is
important to pursue as the stronger one’s certainty of faith the greater the
chance they will remain steadfast on the correct path, especially when
facing difficulties. In addition, having certainty of faith has been described
as one of the best things one can possess in a Hadith found in Sunan Ibn
Majah, number 3849. This knowledge should be obtained by studying the
Holy Quran and the Hadith of the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and
blessings be upon him, through a reliable source.



Allah, the Exalted, did not only declare a truth in the Holy Quran but He
also provided evidence for it through examples. Not only examples which
are to be found in the past nations but examples which have been placed in
one's very own life. For example, in the Holy Quran Allah, the Exalted,
advises that sometimes a person loves a thing even though it will cause
them trouble if they obtained it. Similarly, they might hate a thing while
there is much hidden good in it for them. Chapter 2 Al Bagarah, verse 216:

“...But perhaps you hate a thing and it is good for you; and perhaps you
love a thing and it is bad for you. And Allah knows, while you know not.”

There are many examples of this truth in history such as the Pact of
Hudaiba. Some muslims believed this pact, which was made with the non-
muslims of Mecca, would completely favour the latter group. Yet, history
clearly shows that it favoured Islam and the muslims. This event is
discussed in the Hadiths found in Sahih Bukhari, numbers 2731 and 2732.

If one reflects on their own life they will find many examples when they
believed something was good when it was actually bad for them and vice
versa. These examples prove the authenticity of this verse and help one's
faith strengthen.

Another example is found in chapter 79 An Naziat, verse 46:



“It will be, on the Day they see it (Judgement Day) as though they had not
remained [in the world] except for an afternoon or a morning thereof.”

If one turns the pages of history they will clearly observe how great empires
came and went. But when they left they passed away in such a way as if
they were only on Earth for a moment. All but a few of their signs have
faded away as if they were never present on Earth in the first place.
Similarly, when one reflects on their own life they will realise that no matter
how old they are and no matter how slow certain days might have felt
overall their life so far has passed in a flash. Understanding the truthfulness
of this verse strengthens one's certainty of faith and this inspires them to
prepare for the hereafter before their time runs out.

The Holy Quran and the Hadith of the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace
and blessings be upon him, are full of such examples. Therefore, one
should strive to learn and act on these divine teachings so that they adopt
certainty of faith. The one who achieves this will not be shaken by any
difficulty they face and will remain steadfast on the path which leads to the
gates of Paradise. Chapter 41 Fussilat, verse 53:

“‘We will show them Our signs in the horizons and within themselves until it
becomes clear to them that it is the truth...”



“And remember Our servants, Abraham, Isaac and Jacob - those of
strength...”

This also refers to their strength in sincerely obeying Allah, the Exalted.

In a Hadith found in Sahih Muslim, number 159, the Holy Prophet
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, gave a short but far
reaching piece of advice. He advised people to sincerely declare their belief
in Allah, the Exalted, and then remain steadfast on it.

Remaining steadfast on one’s faith means that they must strive in the
sincere obedience of Allah, the Exalted, in all aspects of their life. It
consists of fulfilling the commands of Allah, the Exalted, which relate to
Him, such as the obligatory fasts and those which relate to people, such as
treating others kindly. It includes refraining from all the prohibitions of Islam
which are between a person and Allah, the Exalted, and those involving
others. A muslim must also face destiny with patience truly believing Allah,
the Exalted, chooses what is best for His servants. Chapter 2 Al Baqgarah,
verse 216:

“...But perhaps you hate a thing and it is good for you; and perhaps you
love a thing and it is bad for you. And Allah knows, while you know not.”



Steadfastness can include refraining from both types of polytheism. The
major type is when one worships something other than Allah, the Exalted.
The minor type is when one shows off their good deeds to others. This has
been warned in a Hadith found in Sunan Ibn Majah, number 3989.
Therefore, an aspect of steadfastness is to always act for the sake of Allah,
the Exalted.

It includes obeying Allah, the Exalted, at all times instead of obeying and
pleasing oneself or others. If a Muslim disobeys Allah, the Exalted, by
pleasing themself or others they should know neither their desires nor
people will protect them from Allah, the Exalted. On the other hand, the one
who is sincerely obedient to Allah, the Exalted, will be protected from all
things by Him even if this protection is not apparent to them.

Remaining steadfast on one’s faith includes following the path set out by
the Holy Quran and the traditions of the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace
and blessings be upon him, and not adopting a path which deviates from
this. The one who strives to adopt this path will not need anything else as
this is enough to keep them steadfast on their faith.

As people are not perfect they will undoubtedly make mistakes and commit
sins. So being steadfast in matters of faith does not mean one has to be
perfect but it means they must strive to adhere strictly to the obedience of
Allah, the Exalted, as outlined earlier, and to sincerely repent if they commit
a sin. This has been indicated in chapter 41 Fussilat, verse 6:



“...s0 take a straight course to Him and seek His forgiveness...”

This is further supported by a Hadith found in Jami At Tirmidhi, number
1987, which advises to fear Allah, the Exalted, and to erase a (minor) sin
which has occurred by performing a righteous deed. In another Hadith
found in Imam Malik's Muwatta, book 2, Hadith number 37, the Holy
Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, advised muslims
to try their best to remain steadfast on the obedience of Allah, the Exalted,
even though they will not be able to do it perfectly. Therefore, a muslim’s
duty is to fulfil the potential they have been given through their intention
and physical actions in the steadfast obedience of Allah, the Exalted. They
have not been commanded to achieve perfection as this is not possible.

It is important to note, that one cannot remain steadfast in the obedience of
Allah, the Exalted, through their physical actions without purifying their
heart first. As indicated in a Hadith found in Sunan lIbn Majah, number
3984, the limbs of the body will only act in a pure way if the spiritual heart is
pure. Purity of heart is only achieved by gaining and acting on the
teachings of the Holy Quran and the traditions of the Holy Prophet
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him.

Steadfast obedience requires one to control their tongue as it expresses
the heart. Without controlling the tongue steadfast obedience to Allah, the



Exalted, is not possible. This has been advised in a Hadith found in Jami At
Tirmidhi, number 2407.

Finally, if any deficiency in the steadfast obedience of Allah, the Exalted,
occurs one must make sincere repentance to Allah, the Exalted, and seek
the forgiveness of people if it involves their rights. Chapter 46 Al Ahqgaf,
verse 13:

“Indeed, those who have said, "Our Lord is Allah," and then remained on a
right course - there will be no fear concerning them, nor will they grieve.”



“And remember Our servants, Abraham, Isaac and Jacob - those
of...[religious] vision.”

They adopted the correct perception and understanding.

It is important for a muslim to be observant in their daily life and avoid being
too self-absorbed in their own worldly matters so that they become
heedless over the things which are occurring around them and the things
which have already occurred. This is an important quality to possess as it is
an excellent way to strengthen one's faith which in turn helps one to remain
obedient to Allah, the Exalted, at all times. For example, when a muslim
observes a sick person they should not only aid them by whatever means
they possess, even if it is only a supplication, but they should reflect on
their own health and understand that they too will eventually lose their good
health either by an iliness, ageing or even death. This should inspire them
to be grateful for their good health and show this through their actions by
taking advantage of their good health in both worldly and religious matters
which are pleasing to Allah, the Exalted.

When they observe the death of a rich person they should not only feel sad
for the deceased and their family but realise that one day which is unknown
to them they will die also. They should understand that just like the rich
person was abandoned by their wealth, fame and family at their grave so
will they too be left only with their deeds in their grave. This will encourage
them to prepare for their grave and the hereafter.



This attitude can and should be applied to all things one observes. A
muslim should learn a lesson from everything around them which has been
advised in the Holy Quran. Chapter 3 Alee Imran, verse 191:

“...and give thought to the creation of the heavens and the earth, [saying],
"Our Lord, You did not create this aimlessly; exalted are You [above such a
thing]; then protect us from the punishment of the Fire.”

Those who behave in this manner will strengthen their faith on a daily basis
whereas those who are too self-absorbed in their worldly life will remain
heedless which may lead them to their destruction.



“And remember Our servants, Abraham, Isaac and Jacob - those
of...[religious] vision.”

They adopted the correct perception and understanding.

It is important for a muslim to understand a key truth namely, nothing in
creation occurs without a wise reason even if people do not observe this
wisdom immediately. A muslim should treat everything which occurs,
whether they are in times of ease or difficulty, as a message in a bottle.
They should not get too caught up in assessing and examining the bottle as
it is merely a messenger which delivers the important message. This
occurs when muslims either exult over the good things which occur thereby
becoming heedless to the message within the good thing. Or they become
grieved during difficulties thereby becoming too distracted to understand
the message within the difficulty. They should instead concentrate on
following the advice of the Holy Quran and approach each situation in a
balanced way. Chapter 57 Al Hadid, verse 23:

“In order that you not despair over what has eluded you and not exult [in
pride] over what He has given you...”

This verse does not prohibit being happy or sad in different situations as
this is a part of human nature. But it advises a balanced approach whereby
one avoids extreme emotions namely, exultant which is excessive



happiness or grief which is excessive sadness. This balanced approach will
allow one to focus their mind on the more important message inside the
bottle meaning, inside the situation whether it is a situation of ease or
difficulty. Through assessing, understanding and acting on the hidden
message a muslim can improve their worldly and religious life for the better.
Sometimes the message will be a wakeup call to turn back to Allah, the
Exalted, before their time runs out. Sometimes it will be a way of raising
their rank. Other times a way of erasing their sins and sometimes a
reminder not to attach themself to the temporal material world and the
things in it. Without this assessment one will merely journey through events
without improving their worldly or religious life.



“And remember Our servants, Abraham, Isaac and Jacob - those
of...[religious] vision.”

They adopted the correct perception and understanding.

It is important for muslims to develop the correct perception so that they
can increase their obedience to Allah, the Exalted, which involves fulfilling
His commands, refraining from His prohibitions and facing destiny with
patience. This is what the righteous predecessors possessed and it
encouraged them to avoid the excess luxuries of the material world and
instead prepare for the hereafter. This is an important characteristic to
possess and it can be explained with a worldly example. Two people are
extremely thirsty and come across a cup of murky water. They both desire
to drink it even though it is not pure and even if it means they have to argue
over it. As their thirst grows the more focused on the cup of murky water
they become to the point they lose focus on everything else. But if one of
them shifted their focus and observed a river of pure water which was only
a short distance ahead they would immediately lose focus on the cup of
water to the point they would no longer care about it and no longer argue
over it. And instead they would endure their thirst patiently knowing a river
of pure water is close. The person who is unaware of the river would
probably believe the other person is crazy after observing their change in
attitude. This is the case of the two types of people in this world. One group
greedily focuses on the material world. The other group has shifted their
focus to the hereafter and the pure and eternal blessings therein. When
one shifts their focus to the bliss of the hereafter worldly problems do not
seem like such a big deal. Therefore, patience becomes easier to adopt.
But if one keeps their focus on this world then it will seem like everything to



them. They will argue, fight, love and hate for it. Just like the person in the
example mentioned earlier who only focuses on the cup of murky water.

This correct perception is only achieved through gaining and acting on
Islamic knowledge found within the Holy Quran and the traditions of the
Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him. Chapter 41
Fussilat, verse 53:

“We will show them Our signs in the horizons and within themselves until it
becomes clear to them that it is the truth...”



“And remember Our servants, Abraham, Isaac and Jacob - those
of...[religious] vision.”

This includes deep understanding of religion.

The Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, advised
in a Hadith found in Jami At Tirmidhi, number 2645, that when Allah, the
Exalted, desires to give someone good He provides them with Islamic
knowledge.

There is no doubt that every muslim irrespective of the strength of their
faith desires good in both worlds. Even though many muslims incorrectly
believe that this good which they desire lies in fame, wealth, authority,
companionship and their career this Hadith makes it crystal clear that true
lasting good lies in gaining and acting on Islamic knowledge. It is important
to note a branch of religious knowledge is useful worldly knowledge
whereby one earns lawful provision in order to fulfil their necessities and
the necessities of their dependents. Even though the Holy Prophet
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, has pointed out where
good lies yet it is a shame how many muslims do not place much value in
this. They in most cases only strive to obtain the bare minimum of Islamic
knowledge in order to fulfil their obligatory duties and fail to acquire and act
on more such as the traditions of the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and
blessings be upon him. Instead they dedicate their efforts on worldly things
believing true good is found there. Many muslims fail to appreciate that the
righteous predecessors had to journey for weeks on end just to learn a
single verse or Hadith of the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and



blessings be upon him, whereas today one can study Islamic teachings
without leaving their home. Yet, many fail to make use of this blessing
given to the modern day muslims. Out of His infinite mercy Allah, the
Exalted, through his Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be
upon him, has not only pointed out where true good lies but He has also
placed this good at one's finger tips. Allah, the Exalted, has informed
mankind of where an eternal buried treasure is located which can solve all
the problems they may encounter in both worlds. But muslims will only
obtain this good once they struggle to acquire and act on it.



“And remember Our servants, Abraham, Isaac and Jacob - those
of...[religious] vision. Indeed, We chose them for an exclusive quality:
remembrance of the home [of the Hereafter].”

In a Hadith found in Sunan lbn Majah, number 4108, the Holy Prophet
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, advised that the material
world compared to the hereafter is like a drop of water compared to an
ocean.

In reality, this parable was given in order for people to understand how
small the material world is compared to the hereafter. But in reality they
cannot be compared as the material world is temporal whereas the
hereafter is eternal. Meaning, the limited cannot be compared to the
unlimited. The material world can be split into four categories: fame,
fortune, authority and one's social life, such as their family and friends. No
matter what worldly blessing one obtains which falls within these groups it
will always be imperfect, transient and death will cut a person off from the
blessing. On the other hand, the blessings in the hereafter are lasting and
perfect. So in this respect the material world is no more than a drop
compared to an endless ocean.

In addition, a person is not guaranteed to experience a long life in this
world as the time of death is unknown. Whereas, everyone is guaranteed to
experience death and reach the hereafter. So it is foolish to strive for a day,
such as one's retirement, which they may never reach over striving for the
hereafter which they are guaranteed to reach.



This does not mean one should abandon the world as it is a bridge which
must be crossed in order to reach the hereafter safely. Instead, a muslim
should take from this material world enough to fulfill their necessities and
the necessities of their dependents according to the teachings of Islam
without waste, excessiveness or extravagance. And then dedicate the rest
of their efforts in preparing for the eternal hereafter by fulfilling the
commands of Allah, the Exalted, refraining from His prohibitions and by
facing destiny with patience according to the teachings of Islam.

An intelligent person will not prioritize the drop of water over an endless
ocean and an intelligent muslim would not prioritize the temporal material
world over the eternal hereatfter.



“And remember Our servants, Abraham, Isaac and Jacob - those
of...[religious] vision. Indeed, We chose them for an exclusive quality:
remembrance of the home [of the Hereafter].”

In a Hadith found in Jami At Tirmidhi, number 2377, the Holy Prophet
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, declared that he was not
concerned over the excess of this material world and his example in this
world is of a rider who takes a short rest under the shade of a tree and then
leaves it behind by moving on.

In reality, each person is a traveller who stays in this world for a very limited
time compared to where they came from meaning, the world of the souls
and to where they are heading which is the eternal hereafter. In fact, this
world in comparison is like waiting at a bus stop. In this Hadith this world
has been compared to a shadow. This is because a shadow does not last
long and fades away quickly without people even taking notice which is
exactly how a person's days and nights pass away. The Holy Prophet
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, did not mention a
traveller's inn or a hotel as these are solid structures which indicate
permanence. A fading shadow better describes this material world. This is
because no matter how old a person is they always admit that their life
flashed by and felt like a moment. Chapter 79 An Naziat, verse 46:

“It will be, on the Day they see it (Judgment Day), as though they had not
remained [in the world] except for an afternoon or a morning thereof.”



The Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, indicated
a rider not someone walking as the one who is walking would rest more
under the shade of the tree than a rider. This further indicates the limited
time people spend in this world.

Taking a rest in the shade indicates the importance of one correctly using
the material world in order to obtain the provisions they need just like the
rider takes the provision they need namely, rest. A muslim should therefore
prepare for their immediate departure from this world by preparing for the
hereafter by fulfilling the commands of Allah, the Exalted, refraining from
His prohibitions and by facing destiny with patience.

This does not mean one should abandon this world as this Hadith clearly
indicates one should make use of the material world in order to prepare for
the hereafter. The rider takes a rest and muslims must gather the things
which will benefit them in the hereafter instead of dedicating their time to
unnecessary things which will leave them empty handed on Judgment Day.
Chapter 89 Al Fajar, verses 23-24:

“And brought [within view], that Day, is Hell - that Day, man will remember,
but how [i.e., what good] to him will be the remembrance? He will say, "Oh,
| wish | had sent ahead [some good] for my life."



“And remember Our servants, Abraham, Isaac and Jacob - those
of...[religious] vision. Indeed, We chose them for an exclusive quality:
remembrance of the home [of the Hereafter].”

Some muslims often claim that one’s faith and the material world need to
walk hand in hand with each other without a person being extreme in
either. It is strange how most of those who claim this and use this
statement as a way to enjoy the lawful luxuries and pleasures of this world
do not truly understand nor adhere to it. This statement is true but applies
to those worldly and religious matters which are pleasing to Allah, the
Exalted. For example, occasionally exercising in order to keep the body
healthy which is a trust given to a person. It does not mean one can enjoy
the lawful pleasures of this world in excess while neglecting following the
footsteps of the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon
him, by gaining and acting on Islamic knowledge even if they fulfil the
standard obligatory duties. As gaining knowledge in itself is a duty on all
muslims according to a Hadith found in Sunan lbn Majah, number 224.

In addition, walking hand in hand would suggest that one dedicates equal
attention, effort and time to each thing. How many muslims can honestly
say that they dedicate equal effort, energy and time to the material world
and preparing for the hereafter? If they do not, and most do not, then how
exactly are they fulfilling this statement?

A muslim should not fool themself as their time on Earth is limited and they
will not be given a second chance once they depart from it. Therefore, they
should honestly strive to fulfil this statement by at least dedicating equal



time, effort and energy to both the material world and preparing for the
hereafter. It is important to note, that some would argue that treating a
temporary abode and an everlasting abode equal is not wise.



“And remember Our servants, Abraham, Isaac and Jacob - those
of...[religious] vision. Indeed, We chose them for an exclusive quality:
remembrance of the home [of the Hereafter].”

This involves using the blessings one has been granted in ways pleasing to
Allah, the Exalted, thereby obtaining peace and success in this world and
preparing adequately for the hereafter also.

In reality, in most cases nothing in this material world in itself is good or
bad, such as wealth. What makes a thing good or bad is the way it is used.
It is important to understand that the very purpose of everything which was
created by Allah, the Exalted, was for it to be used correctly according to
the teachings of Islam. When something is not used correctly it in reality
becomes useless. For example, wealth is useful in both worlds when it is
used correctly such as being spent on the necessities of a person and their
dependents. But it can become useless and even a curse for its bearer if it
is not used correctly, such as being hoarded or spent on sinful things.
Simply hoarding wealth causes wealth to lose value. How can paper and
metal coins one tucks away be useful? In this respect, there is no
difference between a blank piece of paper and a note of money. It is only
useful when it is used correctly.

So if a Muslim desires all their worldly possessions to become a blessing
for them in both worlds all they have to do is use them correctly according
to the teachings found in the Holy Quran and the traditions of the Holy
Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him. But if they use



them incorrectly then the same blessing will become a burden and curse
for them in both worlds. It is as simple as that.



“And remember Our servants, Abraham, Isaac and Jacob - those
of...[religious] vision. Indeed, We chose them for an exclusive quality:
remembrance of the home [of the Hereafter].”

This involves using the blessings one has been granted in ways pleasing to
Allah, the Exalted, thereby obtaining peace and success in this world and
preparing adequately for the hereafter also. One can adopt the correct
attitude when they understand the purpose of these blessings.

Every worldly blessing a Muslim possesses is only a means which should
aid them in reaching the hereafter safely. It is not an end in itself. For
example, wealth is a means one should use in order to obey Allah, the
Exalted, by fulfilling the commands of Allah, the Exalted, fulfilling their
necessities and the necessities of their dependents. It is not an end or an
ultimate goal in itself.

This not only aids a Muslim in maintaining their focus on the hereafter but it
also aids them whenever they lose worldly blessings. When a Muslim treats
each worldly blessing, such as a child, as a means to please Allah, the
Exalted, and reach the hereafter safely then losing it will not have such a
detrimental impact on them. They may become sad, which is an acceptable
emotion, but they will not become grieved which leads to impatience and
other mental problems, such as depression. This is because they firmly
believe the worldly blessing they possessed was only a means so losing it
does not cause a loss in the ultimate goal namely, Paradise, the loss of
which is disastrous. Therefore, still possessing and concentrating on the
ultimate goal will prevent them from becoming grieved.



In addition, they will understand that just like the thing they lost was only a
means they firmly believe they will be provided with another means to
reach and fulfil their ultimate goal by Allah, the Exalted. This will also
prevent them from grieving. Whereas, the one who believes their worldly
blessing is the end instead of a means will experience severe grief when
losing it as their whole purpose and objective has been lost. This grief will
lead to depression and other mental issues.

To conclude, Muslims should treat each blessing they possess as a means
to reach the hereafter safely not as an end in itself. This is how one can
possess things without being possessed by them. This is how they can
keep worldly things in their hands and not in their hearts.



“And remember Our servants, Abraham, Isaac and Jacob...And
indeed they are, to Us, among the chosen...”

In a divine Hadith of the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be
upon him, found in Sahih Bukhari, number 6502, Allah, the Exalted,
declares that a muslim can only draw close to Him through fulfilling their
obligatory duties. And they can achieve the love of Allah, the Exalted,
through voluntary righteous deeds.

This description splits the servants of Allah, the Exalted, into two
categories. The first group draws near to Allah, the Exalted, by fulfilling
their obligatory duties in respect to Allah, the Exalted, such as the
obligatory prayer, and in respect to people, such as the obligatory charity.
This can be summed up by fulfilling the commands of Allah, the Exalted,
refraining from His prohibitions and being patient with destiny.

The second category of those who are brought near to Allah, the Exalted,
are superior to the first group as they not only fulfil their obligatory duties
but strive in voluntary righteous deeds. This clearly shows that this is the
only path to the proximity of Allah, the Exalted. Whoever takes a path other
than this will not achieve this vital goal. This completely rejects the concept
of obtaining sainthood without striving in obedience to Allah, the Exalted.
The person who claims this is simply a liar. The Holy Prophet Muhammad,
peace and blessings be upon him, has confirmed in a Hadith found in
Sahih Muslim, number 4094, that when the spiritual heart is pure the rest of
the body becomes pure. This leads to righteous deeds. So if a person does
not perform righteous deeds, such as their obligatory duties, then their



body is impure which means their spiritual heart is impure as well. This
person can never reach the proximity of Allah, the Exalted.

It is important to note, the greatest voluntary righteous deeds one can
perform are those based on the traditions of the Holy Prophet Muhammad,
peace and blessings be upon him. Anyone who chooses to perform
voluntary righteous deeds not based on his traditions has been fooled by
the Devil as no path will take one close to Allah, the Exalted, except the
path and actions of the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be
upon him. Chapter 3 Alee Imran, verse 31:

“‘Say, [O Muhammad], "If you should love Allah, then follow me, [so] Allah
will love you and forgive you your sins....”

The pious muslims who belong in the second higher group are also those
who avoid unnecessary things of this material world. This attitude aids
them in focusing their efforts on performing voluntary righteous deeds. It is
this group who have perfected their faith by loving, hating, giving and
withholding all for the sake of Allah, the Exalted. This has been advised in a
Hadith found in Sunan Abu Dawud, number 4681.

The next thing mentioned in the main Hadith under discussion is that when
one strives in fulfilling the obligatory duties and performing voluntary
righteous deeds Allah, the Exalted, blesses their five senses so that they



use them in obedience to Him. This righteous servant will very rarely
commit sins. This increase in guidance has been indicated in Chapter 29 Al
Ankabut, verse 69:

“And those who strive for Us - We will surely guide them to Our ways...”

This muslim reaches the level of excellence which has been discussed in a
Hadith found in Sahih Muslim, number 99. This is when a muslim performs
actions, such as the prayer, as if they observe Allah, the Exalted. The one
who reaches this level will guard their mind and body from sins. This is the
one who when they speak they speak for Allah, the Exalted, when they are
silent they are silent for Allah, the Exalted. When they act they act for Him
and when they are still they are for His sake. This is an aspect of
monotheism and understanding the Oneness of Allah, the Exalted.

The next thing mentioned in the main Hadith under discussion is that this
muslim’s supplication will be fulfilled and they will be granted the refuge
and protection of Allah, the Exalted. This is a clear lesson for those who
desire lawful worldly things. They should not seek to obtain them using any
means except through the sincere obedience of Allah, the Exalted. No
spiritual teacher or anyone else will be able to grant things to a person
unless the person strives in the obedience of Allah, the Exalted and they
are destined to obtain those things.



To conclude this Hadith makes it clear that the proximity of Allah, the
Exalted, is only gained through sincere obedience to Him in the form of
fulfilling His commands, refraining from His prohibitions and being patient
with destiny. This is the path of the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and
blessings be upon him, and the only path of success in both worlds.



“And remember Our servants, Abraham, Isaac and Jacob...And
indeed they are, to Us, among the...outstanding. And remember
Ishmael, Elisha and Dhul-Kifl, and all are among the outstanding.”

This was due to their sincerity towards Allah, the Exalted.

In a Hadith found in Sahih Muslim number 196, the Holy Prophet
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, advised that Islam is
sincerity towards Allah, the Exalted.

Sincerity towards Allah, the Exalted, includes fulfilling all the duties given by
Him in the form of commands and prohibitions, solely for His pleasure. As
confirmed in a Hadith found in Sahih Bukhari, number 1, all will be judged
by their intention. So if one is not sincere towards Allah, the Exalted, when
performing good deeds they will gain no reward in this world or in the next.
In fact, according to a Hadith found in Jami At Tirmidhi, number 3154,
those who performed insincere deeds will be told on Judgement Day to
seek their reward from those who they acted for, which will not be possible.
Chapter 98 Al Bayyinah, verse 5.

"And they were not commanded except to worship Allah, [being] sincere to
Him in religion....."



If one is lax in fulfilling their duties towards Allah, the Exalted, it proves a
lack of sincerity. Therefore, they should sincerely repent and struggle to
fulfil them all. It is important to bear in mind Allah, the Exalted, never
burdens one with duties they cannot perform or handle. Chapter 2 Al
Bagarah, verse 286.

"Allah does not charge a soul except [with that within] its capacity...."

Being sincere towards Allah, the Exalted, means that one should always
choose His pleasure over the pleasure of themself and others. A Muslim
should always give priority to those actions which are for the sake of Allah,
the Exalted, over all else. One should love others and dislike their sins for
the sake of Allah, the Exalted, and not for the sake of their own desires.
When they help others or refuse to take part in sins it should be for the
sake of Allah, the Exalted. The one who adopts this mentality has perfected
their faith. This is confirmed in a Hadith found in Sunan Abu Dawud,
number 4681.



“And remember Our servants, Abraham, Isaac and Jacob...And
indeed they are, to Us, among the...outstanding. And remember
Ishmael, Elisha and Dhul-Kifl, and all are among the outstanding.”

They adopted excellence of faith.

In a long Hadith found in Sahih Muslim, number 99, the Holy Prophet
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, explained the meaning of
Ihsan, which can be translated to mean excellence. This excellence refers
to one’s conduct and behavior towards Allah, the Exalted, and the creation.
Acting with excellence has been mentioned throughout the Holy Quran,
such as chapter 10 Yunus, verse 26:

“For them who have done excellent is the best [reward] - and extra...”

The Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, has
explained this verse in Hadiths found in Sahih Muslim, numbers 449 and
450. The word extra in this verse refers to when the inhabitants of Paradise
will be blessed with the divine vision of Allah, the Exalted. This reward
befits the muslim who acts with excellence. As excellence means to lead
one’s life as if they can witness Allah, the Exalted, observing their outer and
inner being at all times. A person who can observe a powerful authority
watching them will never misbehave out of awe of them. In fact, the Holy
Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, once advised



someone to always behave as if they were constantly being observed by a
righteous man they respected. This has been advised in a Hadith found in
Imam Tabarani’s, Al Mu’jam Al Kabir, number 5539.

Whoever acts in this manner will very rarely commit sins and always hasten
towards good deeds. This attitude creates the fear of Allah, the Exalted,
and acts as a shield from the fire of trials in this world and the fire of Hell in
the hereafter. This vigilance will ensure one not only fulfills all their duties
towards Allah, the Exalted, but it also encourages them to fulfill their
responsibilities towards the creation. The peak of which is to sincerely treat
others with kindness. This person will fulfill the Hadith found in Jami At
Tirmidhi, number 251, which advises that a person cannot be a true
believer until they love for others what they love for themself.

This level of excellence ensures one acts with the right intention, which is
the foundation of faith according to the Hadith found in Sahih Bukhari,
number 1. Success is guaranteed for the one who performs good deeds
and demonstrates good behavior with the right intention namely, to please
Allah, the Exalted. The more excellent a person acts the stronger their faith
becomes until they become a muslim who is far from heedlessness and is
always struggling to beautify their hereafter and worldly life according to the
teachings of Islam.

It is feared that the opposite of this reward will be given to those who turned
away from Allah, the Exalted. As they lived without fearing the all-
encompassing gaze of Allah, the Exalted, they will be veiled from seeing
Him in the hereafter. Chapter 83 Al Mutaffifin, verse 15:



“No! Indeed, from their Lord, that Day, they will be partitioned.”

Those who fail to reach the level of acting as if they witness Allah, the
Exalted, must act on the second part of the advice given in the main Hadith
guoted at the beginning. This person should sincerely believe that Allah,
the Exalted, is constantly observing them. Even though this state is lower in
rank than the one who acts as if they observe Allah, the Exalted, none the
less, it is a great way of adopting true fear of Allah, the Exalted. As
mentioned earlier this attitude will prevent one from committing sins and
encourage them towards good deeds. As advised by the Holy Prophet
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, in Imam Tabarani’s, Al
Mu’jam Al Kabir, number 7935, the one who strives to adopt this mentality
will be granted shade on the Day of Judgment by Allah, the Exalted.

The divine presence of Allah, the Exalted, is mentioned throughout the Holy
Quran, such as Chapter 57 Al Hadid, verse 4.

“...He is with you wherever you are. And Allah, of what you do, is Seeing.”

The Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, has
advised to adopt the true awareness of the divine presence of Allah, the
Exalted, in many Hadiths. For example, in one divine Hadith found in Sahih



Bukhari, number 7405, Allah, the Exalted, declares that He is with whoever
remembers Him. This is the reason why it has been reported in Hilyat Al
Awliya, volume 1, pages 84 and 85, about the Commander of the Faithful,
Ali Bin Abu Talib, may Allah be pleased with him, that he shied away from
the glitter and pomp of the material world and only found solace in the
lonely night. Meaning, he sought the companionship of Allah, the Exalted,
rather than the companionship of people.

Adopting the awareness of the divine presence of Allah, the Exalted, not
only prevents sins and encourages good deeds but it also prevents
loneliness and depression. A person is very rarely affected by mental
health issues when they are constantly surrounded by a person who loves
them and aids them. No one loves the creation more than Allah, the
Exalted, and there is no doubt that He is the source of all aid. Therefore,
acting with excellence benefits one’s faith, actions, emotional state and the
wider society.

A muslim must avoid becoming like those who treat Allah, the Exalted, as
the most insignificant of those who observe them. This is a serious spiritual
illness which leads to all types of sins and evil behavior towards Allah, the
Exalted, and the creation.



“And remember Our servants, Abraham, Isaac and Jacob...And
indeed they are, to Us, among the...outstanding. And remember
Ishmael, Elisha and Dhul-Kifl, and all are among the outstanding.”

In a Hadith found in Sunan lbn Majah, number 4119, the Holy Prophet
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, advised that the best
people are those who remind others of Allah, the Exalted, when they are
observed.

This does not refer to those who adopt an Islamic outward appearance,
such as growing a beard or wearing a scarf, as many of these people do
not remind others of Allah, the Exalted, at all. This Hadith refers to those
who learn and act on Islamic knowledge so that they sincerely obey Allah,
the Exalted, by fulfilling His commands, refraining from His prohibitions and
by facing destiny with patience according to traditions of the Holy Prophet
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him. This leads to the
purification of one's heart which leads to the purification of their outward
limbs. This has been advised in a Hadith found in Sunan Ibn Majah,
number 3984. This will cause others to remember Allah, the Exalted, when
they observe these righteous muslims. And this remembrance will only
Increase when these righteous muslims speak as they only speak in ways
pleasing to Allah, the Exalted, meaning, they avoid evil and vain speech
and only speak on beneficial matters in respect to the world and the
hereafter. This remembrance further increases when one observes their
actions as they practically implement the teachings of Islam thereby, acting
only in ways pleasing to Allah, the Exalted. For example, they love, dislike,
give and withhold only for the sake of Allah, the Exalted. This leads to
perfecting one’s faith according to a Hadith found in Sunan Abu Dawud,
number 4681.



“And remember Our servants, Abraham, Isaac and Jacob...And
indeed they are, to Us, among the...outstanding. And remember
Ishmael, Elisha and Dhul-Kifl, and all are among the outstanding.”

In a Hadith found in Sunan Abu Dawud, number 4681, the Holy Prophet
Muhammad, peace and blessings be wupon him, advised the
characteristics which perfect a muslim’s faith.

The first is to love for the sake of Allah, the Exalted. This includes
desiring what is best for others in both worldly and religious matters.
This must be practically shown through one's actions meaning,
supporting others financially, emotionally and physically within one's
means. Counting one's favors to others not only cancels the reward but
also proves their lack of love for the sake of Allah, the Exalted, as this
person only loves gaining praise and other forms of compensation from
people. Chapter 2 Al Bagarah, verse 264:

‘O you who have believed, do not invalidate your charities with
reminders [of it] or injury...”

Any type of negative feelings towards others over worldly reasons, such
as envy, contradicts loving others for the sake of Allah, the Exalted, and
must be avoided.



To sum up, this noble quality includes loving for others what one loves
for themself through actions not just words. This is an aspect of being a
true believer according to a Hadith found in Jami At Tirmidhi, number
2515.

The next characteristic mentioned in the main Hadith under discussion is
to hate for the sake of Allah, the Exalted. This means one should dislike
the things Allah, the Exalted, dislikes such as His disobedience. It is
important to note, this does not mean one should hate others as people
can sincerely repent to Allah, the Exalted. Instead a muslim should
dislike the sin itself which is proven by them avoiding it and warning
others against it also. Muslims should continue to advise others instead
of breaking ties with them as this act of kindness may well cause them to
sincerely repent. This includes not disliking things based on one’s own
feelings, such as an action, which is lawful. Finally the proof of one
disliking for the sake of Allah, the Exalted, is that when they show their
dislike through their words and actions it will never be in a way which
contradicts the teachings of Islam. Meaning, their dislike for something
will never cause them to commit a sin as this would prove that their
dislike for something is for their own sake.

The next characteristic mentioned in the main Hadith under discussion is
giving for the sake of Allah, the Exalted. This refers to every blessing
one can give to others, such as physical and emotional support not just
wealth. When one gives they will do so according to the teachings of
Islam meaning, in matters pleasing to Allah, the Exalted, such as giving
sincere advice. In fact, this is an aspect of being sincere to others which
has been commanded in a Hadith found in Sunan An Nasai, number
4204. It includes giving and sharing these blessings with others without
counting one's favors as this proves they gave in order to receive
something from others. Chapter 76 Al Insan, verse 9:



“[Saying], "We feed you only for the face [i.e., approval] of Allah. We
wish not from you reward or gratitude.”

The final characteristic mentioned in the main Hadith under discussion is
withholding for the sake of Allah, the Exalted. This includes withholding
the blessings one possesses, such as wealth, from others in matters
which are displeasing to Allah, the Exalted. This muslim will not observe
who is requesting something from them instead they only assess the
reason behind the request. If the reason contradicts the teachings of
Islam they will withhold the blessing and not take part in the activity.
Chapter 5 Al Ma’idah, verse 2:

“...And cooperate in righteousness and piety, but do not cooperate in sin
and aggression...”

This includes withholding one's speech and actions in matters which are
not pleasing to Allah, the Exalted, such as backbiting or manifesting
one's anger. This muslim will not speak and act according to their
desires and only precede in a situation when it pleases Allah, the
Exalted, otherwise, they will withhold and refrain from preceding forward.

To conclude, adopting these characteristics leads to perfection of faith
as they are based on one's emotions and are therefore extremely
difficult to control. Whoever is blessed with controlling them will find
fulfilling the other duties of Islam easier. These duties consist of fulfilling



the commands of Allah, the Exalted, refraining from His prohibitions and
facing destiny with patience.
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