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Introduction

The following short book discusses some aspects of Raising Ranks.
This discussion is based on Chapter 58 Al Mujadila, Verse 11 of the
Holy Quran:

“O you who have believed, when you are told, "Space yourselves" in
assemblies, then make space; Allah will make space for you. And when
you are told, "Arise," then arise; Allah will raise those who have believed
among you and those who were given knowledge, by degrees. And
Allah is Aware of what you do.”

Implementing the lessons discussed will aid a Muslim to Achieve Noble
Character. According to the Hadith found in Jami At Tirmidhi, number
2003, the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him,
has advised that the heaviest thing in the Scales of Judgment Day will
be Noble Character. It is one of qualites of the Holy Prophet
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, which Allah, the Exalted,
complimented in Chapter 68 Al Qalam, Verse 4 of the Holy Quran:

“And indeed, you are of a great moral character.”

Therefore, it is a duty on all Muslims to gain and act on the teachings of
the Holy Quran and the traditions of the Holy Prophet Muhammad,
peace and blessings be upon him, in order to Achieve Noble Character.



Raising Ranks

Chapter 58 - Al Mujadila, Verse 11
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“O you who have believed, when you are told, "Space yourselves” in
assemblies, then make space; Allah will make space for you. And when
you are told, "Arise," then arise; Allah will raise those who have believed

among you and those who were given knowledge, by degrees. And Allah is
Aware of what you do.”



“O you who have believed...”

In a Hadith found in Sunan An Nasai, number 4998, the Holy Prophet
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, advised the signs of a true
muslim and a true believer. A true muslim is the one who keeps their verbal
and physical harm away from others. This in fact, includes all people
irrespective of their faith. It includes all types of verbal and physical sins
which can cause harm or distress to another. This can include failing to
give the best advice to others as this contradicts sincerity towards others
which has been commanded in a Hadith found in Sunan An Nasai, number
4204. It includes advising others to disobey Allah, the Exalted, thereby,
inviting them towards sins. A muslim should avoid this behavior as they will
be taken account for every person who acts on their bad advice. This has
been warned in a Hadith found in Sahih Muslim, number 2351.

Physical harm includes causing problems for other people's livelihood,
committing fraud, conning others and physical abuse. All of these
characteristics contradict Islamic teachings and must be avoided.

A true believer, according to the main Hadith under discussion, is the one
who keeps their harm away from the lives and property of others. Again,
this applies to all people irrespective of their faith. This includes stealing,
misusing or damaging the property and belongings of others. Whenever
one is entrusted with someone else's property they must ensure they only
use it with the owner’s permission and in a way which is pleasing and
agreeable to the owner. The Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and
blessings be upon him, has warned in a Hadith found in Sunan An Nasai,



number 5421, that whoever illegally takes someone else's property,
through a false oath, even if it is as small as a twig of a tree will go to Hell.

To conclude a muslim must support their verbal declaration of belief with
actions as they are the physical proof of one’s belief which will be needed
in order to obtain success on the Day of Judgment. In addition, a muslim
should fulfill the characteristics of true belief in respect to Allah, the Exalted,
and people. An excellent way of achieving this in respect to people is to
simply treat others how they wish to be treated by people, which is with
respect and peace.



“O you who have believed, when you are told, "Space yourselves" in
assemblies, then make space; Allah will make space for you...”

Muslims must always strive to be welcoming and courteous to others at all
times. This is an aspect of being sincere to others.

In a Hadith found in Sahih Muslim number 196, the Holy Prophet
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, advised that Islam is
sincerity towards the general public. This includes desiring the best for
them at all times and showing this through one’s words and actions. It
includes advising others to do good, forbidding them from evil, to be
merciful and kind to others at all times. This can be summed up by a single
Hadith found in Sahih Muslim, number 170. It warns that one cannot be a
true believer until they love for others what they desire for themself.

Being sincere to people is so important that according to the Hadith found
in Sahih Bukhari, number 57, the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and
blessings be upon him, placed this duty next to establishing the obligatory
prayer and donating the obligatory charity. From this Hadith alone one can
understand its importance as it has been placed with two vital obligatory
duties.

It is a part of sincerity towards people that one is pleased when they are
happy and sad whenever they are grieved as long as their attitude does not



contradict the teachings of Islam. A high level of sincerity includes one
going to extreme limits to make the lives of others better, even if this puts
themself in difficulty. For example, one may sacrifice purchasing certain
things in order to donate the wealth to the needy. Desiring and striving to
always unite people on good is a part of sincerity towards others. Whereas,
dividing others is a characteristic of the Devil. Chapter 17 Al Isra, verse 53:

“...Satan certainly seeks to sow discord among them...”

One way of uniting people is to veil the faults of others and advise them
privately against sins. The one who acts in this way will have their sins
veiled by Allah, the Exalted. This is confirmed in a Hadith found in Jami At
Tirmidhi, number 1426. Whenever possible one should advise and teach
the aspects of religion and the important aspects of the world to others so
that both their worldly and religious lives improve. A proof of one’s sincerity
to others is that they support them in their absence for example, from the
slander of others. Turning away from others and only worrying about
oneself is not the attitude of a muslim. In fact, this is how most animals
behave. Even if one cannot change the whole society they can still be
sincere in helping those in their life, such as their relatives and friends.
Simply put, one must treat others how they desire people to treat them.
Chapter 28 Al Qasas, verse 77:

“...And do good as Allah has done good to you...”



“O you who have believed, when you are told, "Space yourselves" in
assemblies, then make space; Allah will make space for you...”

Muslims must always strive to be welcoming and courteous to others at all
times.

Generally speaking, throughout the divine scriptures there are many
examples which indicate that a person shall be treated according to how
they act. For example, in one verse of the Holy Quran Allah, the Exalted,
declares that He will remember the person who remembers Him. Chapter 2
Al Bagarah, verse 152.

“So remember Me; | will remember you.”

Another example is found in chapter 2 Al Bagarah, verse 40:

“...fulfill My covenant [upon you] that | will fulfill your covenant [from Me]...”



Finally, in a Hadith found in Jami At Tirmidhi, number 1924, the Holy
Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, advised that
whoever shows mercy to others will be shown mercy by Allah, the Exalted.

It is quite obvious that people strive in this material world as they desire
peace of mind and contentment. In light of the earlier discussion, peace in
one's life is often achieved when a person allows others to live in peace. If
one reflects on their own life they will realise that people can be split into
two categories: those who mind their business and allow others to live in
peace and those who do not. It does not take a genius to figure out that
those who let others live in peace are the ones who gain peace. Whereas,
members of the other group never find peace irrespective of how many
worldly blessings they may possess. This is one of the reasons why the
Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, advised in a
Hadith found in Sunan lbn Majah, number 3976, that a muslim cannot
perfect their Islam until they avoid things which do not concern them. Those
who ignore this advice and busy themselves with interfering with other
people are the ones who never find peace. As they deprive others of peace
in turn Allah, the Exalted, deprives them of it.

Therefore, a large step towards achieving peace of mind is to let others live
in peace. It is important to note, this does not mean one should abandon
commanding good and forbidding evil as this is an important duty. But it
means that those things which are not sinful should be left alone as
constantly chiding others on issues which are not unlawful only leads to
enmity and the loss of peace in peoples’ lives. There was a day and age
when people loved being advised by others on all lawful and unlawful
matters even if this meant they were being chided as they desired to reform
themselves for the better. But that day has long passed. Nowadays, most



people dislike being chided over the unlawful let alone those things which
are lawful yet undesirable. So it is best to avoid this attitude if one desires
to gain a bit of peace in their life.

To conclude, the one who lets others live in peace shall be granted peace
by Allah, the Exalted.



“O you who have believed, when you are told, "Space yourselves" in
assemblies, then make space; Allah will make space for you...”

This verse indicates the importance of making things easier for others. In
this day and age due to ignorance it has become more difficult to fulfil the
rights of people, such as one's parents. Even though a muslim has no
excuse but to strive to fulfil them it is important for muslims to be merciful
with each other. As advised by the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and
blessings be upon him, in a Hadith found in Sahih Bukhari, number 6655,
Allah, the Exalted, shows mercy to those who are merciful to others.

One aspect of this mercy is for a muslim not to demand their full rights from
others. Instead, they should use the means such as their physical or
financial strength to help themself and make things easy for others. In
some cases, when a muslim demands their full rights from others and they
fail to fulfil them it may lead to their punishment. In order to be merciful to
others they should therefore only demand their rights in some cases. This
does not mean a muslim should not strive to fulfil the rights of others but it
means they should try to overlook and excuse the people they have rights
over. For example, a parent can excuse their adult child from a particular
house chore and do it themself if they possess the means to do so without
troubling themself, especially if they child returns home from work
exhausted. This leniency and mercy will not only cause Allah, to Exalted, to
be more merciful to them but it will also increase the love and respect
people have for them. The one who always demands their full rights is not
a sinner but they will lose out on this reward and outcome if they behave in
this manner.



Muslims should make things easy for others and hope Allah, the Exalted,
will make things easy for them in this world and in the next.



“O you who have believed...And when you are told, "Arise,"” then
arise; Allah will raise those who have believed among you...by
degrees...”

This indicates the importance of supporting one’s verbal declaration of
belief with actions.

In a Hadith found in Sahih Muslim, number 159, the Holy Prophet
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, gave a short but far
reaching piece of advice. He advised people to sincerely declare their belief
in Allah, the Exalted, and then remain steadfast on it.

Remaining steadfast on one’s faith means that they must strive in the
sincere obedience of Allah, the Exalted, in all aspects of their life. It
consists of fulfilling the commands of Allah, the Exalted, which relate to
Him, such as the obligatory fasts and those which relate to people, such as
treating others kindly. It includes refraining from all the prohibitions of Islam
which are between a person and Allah, the Exalted, and those involving
others. A muslim must also face destiny with patience truly believing Allah,
the Exalted, chooses what is best for His servants. Chapter 2 Al Bagarah,
verse 216:

“...But perhaps you hate a thing and it is good for you; and perhaps you
love a thing and it is bad for you. And Allah knows, while you know not.”



Steadfastness can include refraining from both types of polytheism. The
major type is when one worships something other than Allah, the Exalted.
The minor type is when one shows off their good deeds to others. This has
been warned in a Hadith found in Sunan Ibn Majah, number 3989.
Therefore, an aspect of steadfastness is to always act for the sake of Allah,
the Exalted.

It includes obeying Allah, the Exalted, at all times instead of obeying and
pleasing oneself or others. If a Muslim disobeys Allah, the Exalted, by
pleasing themself or others they should know neither their desires nor
people will protect them from Allah, the Exalted. On the other hand, the one
who is sincerely obedient to Allah, the Exalted, will be protected from all
things by Him even if this protection is not apparent to them.

Remaining steadfast on one’s faith includes following the path set out by
the Holy Quran and the traditions of the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace
and blessings be upon him, and not adopting a path which deviates from
this. The one who strives to adopt this path will not need anything else as
this is enough to keep them steadfast on their faith.

As people are not perfect they will undoubtedly make mistakes and commit
sins. So being steadfast in matters of faith does not mean one has to be
perfect but it means they must strive to adhere strictly to the obedience of



Allah, the Exalted, as outlined earlier, and to sincerely repent if they commit
a sin. This has been indicated in chapter 41 Fussilat, verse 6:

“...s0 take a straight course to Him and seek His forgiveness...”

This is further supported by a Hadith found in Jami At Tirmidhi, number
1987, which advises to fear Allah, the Exalted, and to erase a (minor) sin
which has occurred by performing a righteous deed. In another Hadith
found in Imam Malik's Muwatta, book 2, Hadith number 37, the Holy
Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, advised muslims
to try their best to remain steadfast on the obedience of Allah, the Exalted,
even though they will not be able to do it perfectly. Therefore, a muslim’s
duty is to fulfil the potential they have been given through their intention
and physical actions in the steadfast obedience of Allah, the Exalted. They
have not been commanded to achieve perfection as this is not possible.

It is important to note, that one cannot remain steadfast in the obedience of
Allah, the Exalted, through their physical actions without purifying their
heart first. As indicated in a Hadith found in Sunan Ibn Majah, number
3984, the limbs of the body will only act in a pure way if the spiritual heart is
pure. Purity of heart is only achieved by gaining and acting on the
teachings of the Holy Quran and the traditions of the Holy Prophet
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him.



Steadfast obedience requires one to control their tongue as it expresses
the heart. Without controlling the tongue steadfast obedience to Allah, the
Exalted, is not possible. This has been advised in a Hadith found in Jami At
Tirmidhi, number 2407.

Finally, if any deficiency in the steadfast obedience of Allah, the Exalted,
occurs one must make sincere repentance to Allah, the Exalted, and seek
the forgiveness of people if it involves their rights. Chapter 46 Al Ahgaf,
verse 13:

“Indeed, those who have said, "Our Lord is Allah," and then remained on a
right course - there will be no fear concerning them, nor will they grieve.”



“0O you who have believed...And when you are told, "Arise,"” then
arise; Allah will raise those who have believed among you...by
degrees...”

This indicates the importance of supporting one’s verbal declaration of
belief with actions.

This verse is connected to chapter 47 Muhammad, verse 7:

“O you who have believed, if you support Allah, He will support you and
plant firmly your feet.”

This verse means that if one aids Islam then Allah, the Exalted, will help
them in both worlds. It is strange how countless people desire the help of
Allah, the Exalted, yet do not fulfil the first part of this verse through the
sincere obedience of Allah, the Exalted, by fulfilling His commands,
refraining from His prohibitions and by facing destiny with patience. The
excuse most people give is that they do not have time to perform righteous
deeds. They desire the help of Allah, the Exalted, yet will not make time to
do the things which please Him. Does this make sense? Those who do not
fulfil the obligatory duties and then expect the aid of Allah, the Exalted, in
their moment of need are quite foolish. And those who do fulfil the
obligatory duties yet refuse to go beyond them will find that the aid they
receive is limited. How one behaves is how they are treated. The more time



and energy dedicated to Allah, the Exalted, the more support they will
receive. It really is that simple.

A muslim needs to understand that the majority of the obligatory duties,
such as the five daily prayers, only takes a small amount of time in one's
day. A muslim cannot expect to barely dedicate an hour a day to offering
the obligatory prayers and then neglect Allah, the Exalted, for the rest of
the day and still expect His continuous support through all difficulties. A
person would dislike a friend who treated them in such a manner. How then
can one treat Allah, the Exalted, the Lord of the worlds, like this then?

Some only dedicate extra time to pleasing Allah, the Exalted, when they
encounter a worldly problem then demand Him to fix it as if they done
Allah, the Exalted, a favour by performing voluntary good deeds. This
foolish mentality clearly contradicts servanthood to Allah, the Exalted. It is
amazing how this type of person finds time to do all their other leisurely
activities, such as spending time with family and friends, watching TV and
attending social functions yet finds no time to dedicate to pleasing Allah,
the Exalted. They cannot seem to find time to recite and adopt the
teachings of the Holy Quran. They do not seem to find time to study and
act on the traditions of the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings
be upon him. These people somehow find wealth to spend on their
unnecessary luxuries yet seem to find no wealth to donate in voluntary
charity.

It is important to understand that a muslim will be treated according to how
they behave. Meaning, if a Muslim dedicates extra time to please Allah, the



Exalted, then they will find the support they need to journey through all
difficulties safely. But if they fail to fulfil the obligatory duties or only fulfil
them without dedicating any other time to pleasing Allah, the Exalted, then
they will find a similar response from Allah, the Exalted. Put simply, the
more one gives the more they shall receive. If one does not give much they
should not expect much in return.



“O you who have believed...And when you are told, "Arise,"” then
arise; Allah will raise those who have believed among you...by
degrees...”

This indicates the importance of supporting one’s verbal declaration of
belief with actions. This is an aspect of being sincere to Allah, the Exalted,
and His Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him.

In a Hadith found in Sahih Muslim number 196, the Holy Prophet
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, advised that Islam is
sincerity towards Allah, the Exalted, His book, meaning, the Holy Quran
and to the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him.

Sincerity towards Allah, the Exalted, includes fulfilling all the duties given by
Him in the form of commands and prohibitions, solely for His pleasure. As
confirmed in a Hadith found in Sahih Bukhari, number 1, all will be judged
by their intention. So if one is not sincere towards Allah, the Exalted, when
performing good deeds they will gain no reward in this world or in the next.
In fact, according to a Hadith found in Jami At Tirmidhi, number 3154,
those who performed insincere deeds will be told on Judgement Day to
seek their reward from those who they acted for, which will not be possible.
Chapter 98 Al Bayyinah, verse 5.



"And they were not commanded except to worship Allah, [being] sincere to
Him in religion....."

If one is lax in fulfilling their duties towards Allah, the Exalted, it proves a
lack of sincerity. Therefore, they should sincerely repent and struggle to
fulfil them all. It is important to bear in mind Allah, the Exalted, never
burdens one with duties they cannot perform or handle. Chapter 2 Al
Bagarah, verse 286.

"Allah does not charge a soul except [with that within] its capacity...."

Being sincere towards Allah, the Exalted, means that one should always
choose His pleasure over the pleasure of themself and others. A Muslim
should always give priority to those actions which are for the sake of Allah,
the Exalted, over all else. One should love others and dislike their sins for
the sake of Allah, the Exalted, and not for the sake of their own desires.
When they help others or refuse to take part in sins it should be for the
sake of Allah, the Exalted. The one who adopts this mentality has perfected
their faith. This is confirmed in a Hadith found in Sunan Abu Dawud,
number 4681.

Sincerity towards the Holy Quran includes having deep respect and love for
the words of Allah, the Exalted. This sincerity is proven when one fulfils the
three aspects of the Holy Quran. The first is to recite it correctly and



regularly. The second is to understand its teachings through a reliable
source and teacher. The final aspect is to act on the teachings of the Holy
Quran with the aim of pleasing Allah, the Exalted. The sincere muslim gives
priority to acting on its teachings over acting on their desires which
contradict the Holy Quran. Modelling one’s character on the Holy Quran is
the sign of true sincerity towards the book of Allah, the Exalted. This is the
tradition of the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon
him, which is confirmed in a Hadith found in Sunan Abu Dawud, number
1342.

The next thing mentioned in the main Hadith under discussion is sincerity
towards the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him.
This includes striving to acquire knowledge in order to act on his traditions.
These traditions include the ones related to Allah, the Exalted, in the form
of worship, and his blessed noble character towards the creation. Chapter
68 Al Qalam, verse 4:

"And indeed, you are of a great moral character."

It includes to accept his commands and prohibitions at all times. This has
been made a duty by Allah, the Exalted. Chapter 59 Al Hashr, verse 7:

"...And whatever the Messenger has given you - take; and what he has
forbidden you - refrain from..."



Sincerity includes to give priority to his traditions over the actions of anyone
else as all paths to Allah, the Exalted, are closed except the path of the
Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him. Chapter 3
Alee Imran, verse 31.:

"Say, [O Muhammad], "If you should love Allah, then follow me, [so] Allah
will love you and forgive you your sins..."

One must love all those who supported him during his life and after his
passing, whether they are from his Family or his Companions, may Allah
be pleased with them all. Supporting those who walk on his path and teach
his traditions is a duty on those who desire to be sincere to him. Sincerity
also includes loving those who love him and disliking those who criticise
him irrespective, of one’s relationship with these people. This is all
summarised in a single Hadith found in Sahih Bukhari, number 16. It
advises that a person cannot have true faith until they love Allah, the
Exalted, and the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon
him, more than the entire creation. This love must be shown through
actions not just words.



“O you who have believed...And when you are told, "Arise,"” then
arise; Allah will raise those who have believed among you...by
degrees...”

This indicates the importance of supporting one’s verbal declaration of
belief with actions. This is an aspect of being sincere to Allah, the Exalted,
and His Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him.

In a divine Hadith of the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be
upon him, found in Sahih Bukhari, number 6502, Allah, the Exalted,
declares that a muslim can only draw close to Him through fulfilling their
obligatory duties. And they can achieve the love of Allah, the Exalted,
through voluntary righteous deeds.

This description splits the servants of Allah, the Exalted, into two
categories. The first group draws near to Allah, the Exalted, by fulfilling
their obligatory duties in respect to Allah, the Exalted, such as the
obligatory prayer, and in respect to people, such as the obligatory charity.
This can be summed up by fulfilling the commands of Allah, the Exalted,
refraining from His prohibitions and being patient with destiny.

The second category of those who are brought near to Allah, the Exalted,
are superior to the first group as they not only fulfil their obligatory duties
but strive in voluntary righteous deeds. This clearly shows that this is the



only path to the proximity of Allah, the Exalted. Whoever takes a path other
than this will not achieve this vital goal. This completely rejects the concept
of obtaining sainthood without striving in obedience to Allah, the Exalted.
The person who claims this is simply a liar. The Holy Prophet Muhammad,
peace and blessings be upon him, has confirmed in a Hadith found in
Sahih Muslim, number 4094, that when the spiritual heart is pure the rest of
the body becomes pure. This leads to righteous deeds. So if a person does
not perform righteous deeds, such as their obligatory duties, then their
body is impure which means their spiritual heart is impure as well. This
person can never reach the proximity of Allah, the Exalted.

It is important to note, the greatest voluntary righteous deeds one can
perform are those based on the traditions of the Holy Prophet Muhammad,
peace and blessings be upon him. Anyone who chooses to perform
voluntary righteous deeds not based on his traditions has been fooled by
the Devil as no path will take one close to Allah, the Exalted, except the
path and actions of the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be
upon him. Chapter 3 Alee Imran, verse 31:

“Say, [O Muhammad], "If you should love Allah, then follow me, [so] Allah
will love you and forgive you your sins....”

The pious muslims who belong in the second higher group are also those
who avoid unnecessary things of this material world. This attitude aids
them in focusing their efforts on performing voluntary righteous deeds. It is
this group who have perfected their faith by loving, hating, giving and



withholding all for the sake of Allah, the Exalted. This has been advised in a
Hadith found in Sunan Abu Dawud, number 4681.



“O you who have believed...Allah will raise those who have...were
given knowledge, by degrees...”

In a Hadith found in Sunan Ibn Majah, number 219, the Holy Prophet
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, advised that learning one
verse of the Holy Quran is better than offering 100 cycles of voluntary
prayer. And learning a topic of Islamic knowledge even if one does not act
on it is better than offering 1000 cycles of voluntary prayer.

Learning a verse includes studying and more importantly practically
implementing its teachings in one's life. And it is important to note, a
muslim will only gain this reward when they sincerely strive to act on the
topic of knowledge they have learned and practically implement it when the
opportunity presents itself. Only when one does not gain the opportunity to
act on their topic of Islamic knowledge will they gain the reward of offering
1000 cycles of prayer even if they do not actually act on it. This is because
Allah, the Exalted, judges and rewards people based on their intention and
will therefore grant reward to those who would sincerely act when given the
opportunity. This is confirmed in a Hadith found in Sahih Bukhari, number
1.

Finally, as indicated by the main Hadith under discussion gaining and
acting on knowledge is far superior to voluntary worship. This is because
the majority do not understand the Arabic language and are therefore less
likely to change their behavior and obedience to Allah, the Exalted, in a
positive way as they do not understand the language they use to worship
Allah, the Exalted. Whereas, learning and acting on knowledge is much



more likely to inspire one to change for the better. This is the reason why
some muslims spend decades performing voluntary worship yet, do not
improve their behavior towards Allah, the Exalted, or people in the slightest.
This by far is not the best course of action.



“O you who have believed...Allah will raise those who have...were
given knowledge, by degrees...”

The Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, advised
in a Hadith found in Jami At Tirmidhi, number 2645, that when Allah, the
Exalted, desires to give someone good He provides them with Islamic
knowledge.

There is no doubt that every muslim irrespective of the strength of their
faith desires good in both worlds. Even though many muslims incorrectly
believe that this good which they desire lies in fame, wealth, authority,
companionship and their career this Hadith makes it crystal clear that true
lasting good lies in gaining and acting on Islamic knowledge. It is important
to note a branch of religious knowledge is useful worldly knowledge
whereby one earns lawful provision in order to fulfil their necessities and
the necessities of their dependents. Even though the Holy Prophet
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, has pointed out where
good lies yet it is a shame how many muslims do not place much value in
this. They in most cases only strive to obtain the bare minimum of Islamic
knowledge in order to fulfil their obligatory duties and fail to acquire and act
on more such as the traditions of the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and
blessings be upon him. Instead they dedicate their efforts on worldly things
believing true good is found there. Many muslims fail to appreciate that the
righteous predecessors had to journey for weeks on end just to learn a
single verse or Hadith of the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and
blessings be upon him, whereas today one can study Islamic teachings
without leaving their home. Yet, many fail to make use of this blessing
given to the modern day muslims. Out of His infinite mercy Allah, the
Exalted, through his Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be



upon him, has not only pointed out where true good lies but He has also
placed this good at one's finger tips. Allah, the Exalted, has informed
mankind of where an eternal buried treasure is located which can solve all
the problems they may encounter in both worlds. But muslims will only
obtain this good once they struggle to acquire and act on it.



“O you who have believed...Allah will raise those who have...were
given knowledge, by degrees...”

In a Hadith found in Sahih Muslim, number 6853, the Holy Prophet
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, advised that whoever
follows a path seeking knowledge Allah, the Exalted, will make the path to
Paradise easy for them.

This indicates both a physical path someone takes seeking knowledge,
such as attending lectures and classes, and a path whereby someone
seeks knowledge without a physical journey. It encompasses all forms of
knowledge, such as listening, reading, studying and writing about
knowledge. The path to Paradise has many obstacles preventing a muslim
from reaching it. Only the one who possesses knowledge of them and how
to overcome them will reach Paradise safely. In addition, it easily
understood that a person cannot reach a city in this world without
knowledge of its location and the route which leads to it. Similarly, Paradise
cannot be obtained without knowing these things about it, such as the path
leading to it.

But the important thing to note is that a muslim’s intention to seek and act
on knowledge must be to please Allah, the Exalted. Whoever seeks
religious knowledge for a worldly reason, such as showing off, will end up
in Hell if they fail to sincerely repent. This has been warned in a Hadith
found in Sunan Ibn Majah, number 253.



In addition, a muslim must strive to act on their knowledge as knowledge
without action is of no value or benefit. This is like the one who possesses
knowledge of a path to safety but does not take it and instead remains in
an area full of dangers. This is why knowledge can be split into two
categories. The first is when one acts on their knowledge, which leads to
piety and an increase in the obedience of Allah, the Exalted. The second is
when one fails to act on their knowledge. This type will not increase one’s
obedience to Allah, the Exalted, in fact, it will only increase them in
arrogance believing they are superior to others even though they are like
donkeys which carry books that do not benefit it. Chapter 62 Al Jumu’ah,
verse 5:

“...and then did not take it on (did not act on their knowledge) is like that of
a donkey who carries volumes [of books]...”



“O you who have believed...Allah will raise those who have...were
given knowledge, by degrees...”

A great distraction which prevents one from submitting to the obedience of
Allah, the Exalted, is ignorance. It can be argued that it is the origin of
every sin as the one who truly knows the consequences of sins would
never commit them. This refers to true beneficial knowledge which is
knowledge that is acted upon. In reality, all knowledge which is not acted
on is not beneficial knowledge. The example of the one who behaves in
this manner is described in the Holy Quran as a donkey which carries
books of knowledge which do not benefit it. Chapter 62 Al Jumu’ah, verse
5!

“...and then did not take it on (did not act upon knowledge) is like that of a
donkey who carries volumes [of books]...”

A person who acts on their knowledge rarely slips up and commits sins
intentionally. In fact, when this occurs it is only caused by a moment of
ignorance where a person forgets to act on their knowledge which results in
them sinning.

The Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, once
highlighted the seriousness of ignorance in a Hadith found in Jami At
Tirmidhi, number 2322. He declared that everything in the material world is



cursed except for the remembrance of Allah, the Exalted, whatever is
connected to this remembrance, the scholar and the student of knowledge.
This means that all the blessings in the material world will become a curse
for the one who is ignorant as they will misuse them thereby committing
sins.

In fact, ignorance can be considered a person's worse enemy as it
prevents them from protecting themself from harm and gaining benefit all of
which can only be achieved through acting on knowledge. The ignorant
commits sins without being aware of them. How can one avoid a sin if they
do not know what is considered a sin? Ignorance causes one to neglect
their obligatory duties. How can one fulfil their duties if they are unaware of
what their duties are?

It is therefore a duty on all muslims to gain enough knowledge to fulfil all
their obligatory duties and avoid sins. This is confirmed in a Hadith found in
Sunan Ibn Majah, number 224.



“O you who have believed...Allah will raise those who have...were
given knowledge, by degrees...”

Gaining and acting on Islamic knowledge leads to certainty of faith.

All muslims have faith in Islam but the strength of their faith varies from
person to person. For example, the one who follows the teachings of Islam
because their family told them to is not the same as the one who believes
in it through evidence. A person who has heard about something will not
believe in it in the same way as the one who has witnessed the thing with
their own eyes.

As confirmed in a Hadith found in Sunan Ibn Majah, number 224, gaining
useful knowledge is a duty on all muslims. One of the reasons for this is
that it is the best way a muslim can strengthen their faith in Islam. This is
important to pursue as the stronger one’s certainty of faith the greater the
chance they will remain steadfast on the correct path, especially when
facing difficulties. In addition, having certainty of faith has been described
as one of the best things one can possess in a Hadith found in Sunan lbn
Majah, number 3849. This knowledge should be obtained by studying the
Holy Quran and the Hadith of the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and
blessings be upon him, through a reliable source.



Allah, the Exalted, did not only declare a truth in the Holy Quran but He
also provided evidence for it through examples. Not only examples which
are to be found in the past nations but examples which have been placed in
one's very own life. For example, in the Holy Quran Allah, the Exalted,
advises that sometimes a person loves a thing even though it will cause
them trouble if they obtained it. Similarly, they might hate a thing while
there is much hidden good in it for them. Chapter 2 Al Bagarah, verse 216:

“...But perhaps you hate a thing and it is good for you; and perhaps you
love a thing and it is bad for you. And Allah knows, while you know not.”

There are many examples of this truth in history such as the Pact of
Hudaiba. Some muslims believed this pact, which was made with the non-
muslims of Mecca, would completely favour the latter group. Yet, history
clearly shows that it favoured Islam and the muslims. This event is
discussed in the Hadiths found in Sahih Bukhari, numbers 2731 and 2732.

If one reflects on their own life they will find many examples when they
believed something was good when it was actually bad for them and vice
versa. These examples prove the authenticity of this verse and help one's
faith strengthen.

Another example is found in chapter 79 An Naziat, verse 46:



“It will be, on the Day they see it (Judgement Day) as though they had not
remained [in the world] except for an afternoon or a morning thereof.”

If one turns the pages of history they will clearly observe how great empires
came and went. But when they left they passed away in such a way as if
they were only on Earth for a moment. All but a few of their signs have
faded away as if they were never present on Earth in the first place.
Similarly, when one reflects on their own life they will realise that no matter
how old they are and no matter how slow certain days might have felt
overall their life so far has passed in a flash. Understanding the truthfulness
of this verse strengthens one's certainty of faith and this inspires them to
prepare for the hereafter before their time runs out.

The Holy Quran and the Hadith of the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace
and blessings be upon him, are full of such examples. Therefore, one
should strive to learn and act on these divine teachings so that they adopt
certainty of faith. The one who achieves this will not be shaken by any
difficulty they face and will remain steadfast on the path which leads to the
gates of Paradise. Chapter 41 Fussilat, verse 53:

“We will show them Our signs in the horizons and within themselves until it
becomes clear to them that it is the truth...”



“O you who have believed...Allah will raise those who have believed
among you and those who were given knowledge, by degrees. And
Allah is Aware of what you do.”

The Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, has
advised in a Hadith found in Sahih Muslim, number 1897, that through the
Holy Quran Allah, the Exalted, raises some people and degrades others.
One must therefore learn, understand and act upon the Holy Quran in order
to be raised by it.

In a Hadith found in Imam Munzari's, Awareness and Apprehension,
number 30, the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon
him, advised that the Holy Quran will intercede on Judgment Day. Those
who follow it during their lives on Earth will be led to Paradise on Judgment
Day. But those who neglect it during their lives on Earth will find that it
pushes them into Hell on Judgment Day.

The Holy Quran is a book of guidance. It is not merely a book of recitation.
Muslims must therefore strive to fulfill all aspects of the Holy Quran to
ensure that it guides them to success in both worlds. The first aspect is
reciting it correctly and regularly. The second aspect is to understand it.
And the final aspect is to act on its teachings according to the traditions of
the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him. Those
who behave in such a manner are the ones who are given glad tidings of
right guidance through every difficulty in this world and its intercession on
the Day of Judgment. But as warned by this Hadith the Holy Quran is only
guidance and a mercy for those who correctly act on its aspects according



to the traditions of the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be
upon him. But those who misinterpret it and instead act according to their
desires in order to gain worldly things, such as fame, will be deprived of this
right guidance and its intercession on Judgment Day. In fact, their complete
loss in both worlds will only increase until they sincerely repent. Chapter 17
Al Isra, verse 82:

‘And We send down of the Quran that which is healing and mercy for the
believers, but it does not increase the wrongdoers except in loss.”

Finally, it is important to understand that even though the Holy Quran is a
cure for worldly problems a muslim should not only use it for this purpose.
Meaning, they should not only recite it in order to fix their worldly problems
thereby, treating the Holy Quran like a tool which is removed during a
difficulty and then placed back in a toolbox. The main function of the Holy
Quran is to guide one to the hereafter safely. Neglecting this main function
and only using it to fix one's worldly problems is not correct as it contradicts
the behaviour of a true muslim. It is like the one who purchases a car with
many different accessories yet, it possesses no engine. There is no doubt
that this person is simply foolish.



“...And Allah is Aware of what you do.”

Allah, the Exalted, is fully aware of all things including the inner intention
and feelings of a person as well as their outward actions.

The muslim who understands this will ensure they not only perform
righteous deeds but will do so with the correct intention knowing that
they might be able to fool people but Allah, the Exalted, is fully aware of
their intention and inward state and will hold them accountable according
to it.

A muslim must act on this divine name by striving to gain and act on
useful worldly and religious knowledge sincerely for the sake of Allah,
the Exalted. In addition, they must constantly supervise their inward and
outward states. Through this they will become aware of their faults and
strive to rectify them. A muslim should not live heedless to the purpose
of their creation. They should instead live in full awareness and therefore
obey Allah, the Exalted, by fulfilling His commands, refraining from His
prohibitions and by facing destiny with patience.
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