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Introduction

The following short book discusses some of the characteristics which
lead to Superiority & Success in both worlds. This discussion is based
on Chapter 48 Al Fath, Verse 28 of the Holy Quran:

“t is He who sent His Messenger with guidance and the religion of truth
to manifest it over all religion. And sufficient is Allah as Witness.”

Implementing the lessons discussed will aid a Muslim to Achieve Noble
Character. According to the Hadith found in Jami At Tirmidhi, number
2003, the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him,
has advised that the heaviest thing in the Scales of Judgment Day will
be Noble Character. It is one of qualities of the Holy Prophet
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, which Allah, the Exalted,
complimented in Chapter 68 Al Qalam, Verse 4 of the Holy Quran:

“And indeed, you are of a great moral character.”

Therefore, it is a duty on all Muslims to gain and act on the teachings of
the Holy Quran and the traditions of the Holy Prophet Muhammad,
peace and blessings be upon him, in order to Achieve Noble Character.



Superiority & Success

Chapter 48 - Al Fath, Verse 28
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“It is He who sent His Messenger with guidance and the religion of truth to
manifest it over all religion. And sufficient is Allah as Witness.”



“It is He who sent His Messenger with guidance and the religion of
truth to manifest it over all religion...”

When muslims sincerely obey the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and
blessings be upon him, and what he was sent with namely, the Holy Quran,
then they will overcome all opponents and obstacles, just like the
Companions, may Allah be pleased with them, did.

In a Hadith found in Sahih Muslim number 196, the Holy Prophet
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, advised that Islam is
sincerity towards: Allah, the Exalted, His book, meaning, the Holy Quran, to
the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, to the
leaders of society and to the general public.

Sincerity towards Allah, the Exalted, includes fulfilling all the duties given by
Him in the form of commands and prohibitions, solely for His pleasure. As
confirmed in a Hadith found in Sahih Bukhari, number 1, all will be judged
by their intention. So if one is not sincere towards Allah, the Exalted, when
performing good deeds they will gain no reward in this world or in the next.
In fact, according to a Hadith found in Jami At Tirmidhi, number 3154,
those who performed insincere deeds will be told on Judgement Day to
seek their reward from those who they acted for, which will not be possible.
Chapter 98 Al Bayyinah, verse 5.



"And they were not commanded except to worship Allah, [being] sincere to
Him in religion....."

If one is lax in fulfilling their duties towards Allah, the Exalted, it proves a
lack of sincerity. Therefore, they should sincerely repent and struggle to
fulfil them all. It is important to bear in mind Allah, the Exalted, never
burdens one with duties they cannot perform or handle. Chapter 2 Al
Bagarah, verse 286.

"Allah does not charge a soul except [with that within] its capacity...."

Being sincere towards Allah, the Exalted, means that one should always
choose His pleasure over the pleasure of themself and others. A Muslim
should always give priority to those actions which are for the sake of Allah,
the Exalted, over all else. One should love others and dislike their sins for
the sake of Allah, the Exalted, and not for the sake of their own desires.
When they help others or refuse to take part in sins it should be for the
sake of Allah, the Exalted. The one who adopts this mentality has perfected
their faith. This is confirmed in a Hadith found in Sunan Abu Dawud,
number 4681.

Sincerity towards the Holy Quran includes having deep respect and love for
the words of Allah, the Exalted. This sincerity is proven when one fulfils the
three aspects of the Holy Quran. The first is to recite it correctly and



regularly. The second is to understand its teachings through a reliable
source and teacher. The final aspect is to act on the teachings of the Holy
Quran with the aim of pleasing Allah, the Exalted. The sincere muslim gives
priority to acting on its teachings over acting on their desires which
contradict the Holy Quran. Modelling one’s character on the Holy Quran is
the sign of true sincerity towards the book of Allah, the Exalted. This is the
tradition of the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon
him, which is confirmed in a Hadith found in Sunan Abu Dawud, number
1342.

The next thing mentioned in the main Hadith under discussion is sincerity
towards the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him.
This includes striving to acquire knowledge in order to act on his traditions.
These traditions include the ones related to Allah, the Exalted, in the form
of worship, and his blessed noble character towards the creation. Chapter
68 Al Qalam, verse 4.

"And indeed, you are of a great moral character.”

It includes to accept his commands and prohibitions at all times. This has
been made a duty by Allah, the Exalted. Chapter 59 Al Hashr, verse 7:

"...And whatever the Messenger has given you - take; and what he has
forbidden you - refrain from..."



Sincerity includes to give priority to his traditions over the actions of anyone
else as all paths to Allah, the Exalted, are closed except the path of the
Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him. Chapter 3
Alee Imran, verse 31:

"Say, [O Muhammad], "If you should love Allah, then follow me, [so] Allah
will love you and forgive you your sins..."

One must love all those who supported him during his life and after his
passing, whether they are from his Family or his Companions, may Allah
be pleased with them all. Supporting those who walk on his path and teach
his traditions is a duty on those who desire to be sincere to him. Sincerity
also includes loving those who love him and disliking those who criticise
him irrespective, of one’s relationship with these people. This is all
summarised in a single Hadith found in Sahih Bukhari, number 16. It
advises that a person cannot have true faith until they love Allah, the
Exalted, and the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon
him, more than the entire creation. This love must be shown through
actions not just words.

The next thing mentioned in the main Hadith under discussion is being
sincere to the leaders of the community. This includes kindly offering them
the best advice and supporting them in their good decisions by any means
necessary, such as financial or physical help. According to a Hadith found



in Imam Malik’'s Muwatta, book number 56, Hadith number 20, fulfilling this
duty pleases Allah, the Exalted. Chapter 4 An Nisa, verse 59:

"O you who have believed, obey Allah and obey the Messenger and those
in authority among you..."

This makes it clear that it is a duty to obey the leaders of society. But it is
important to note, this obedience is a duty as long as one does not disobey
Allah, the Exalted. There is no obedience to the creation if it leads to the
disobedience of the Creator. In cases like this, revolting against leaders
should be avoided as it only leads to the harm of innocent people. Instead,
the leaders should be gently advised good and forbidden evil according to
the teachings of Islam. One should advise others to act accordingly and
always supplicate for the leaders to remain on the correct path. If the
leaders remain straight the general public will remain straight, also.

To be deceitful towards the leaders is a sign of hypocrisy, which one must
avoid at all times. Sincerity also includes striving to obey them in matters
which unite society on good and warning against anything which causes
disruption in society.

The final thing mentioned in the main Hadith under discussion is sincerity
towards the general public. This includes desiring the best for them at all
times and showing this through one’s words and actions. It includes



advising others to do good, forbidding them from evil, to be merciful and
kind to others at all times. This can be summed up by a single Hadith found
in Sahih Muslim, number 170. It warns that one cannot be a true believer
until they love for others what they desire for themself.

Being sincere to people is so important that according to the Hadith found
in Sahih Bukhari, number 57, the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and
blessings be upon him, placed this duty next to establishing the obligatory
prayer and donating the obligatory charity. From this Hadith alone one can
understand its importance as it has been placed with two vital obligatory
duties.

It is a part of sincerity towards people that one is pleased when they are
happy and sad whenever they are grieved as long as their attitude does not
contradict the teachings of Islam. A high level of sincerity includes one
going to extreme limits to make the lives of others better, even if this puts
themself in difficulty. For example, one may sacrifice purchasing certain
things in order to donate the wealth to the needy. Desiring and striving to
always unite people on good is a part of sincerity towards others. Whereas,
dividing others is a characteristic of the Devil. Chapter 17 Al Isra, verse 53:

“...Satan certainly seeks to sow discord among them...”



One way of uniting people is to veil the faults of others and advise them
privately against sins. The one who acts in this way will have their sins
veiled by Allah, the Exalted. This is confirmed in a Hadith found in Jami At
Tirmidhi, number 1426. Whenever possible one should advise and teach
the aspects of religion and the important aspects of the world to others so
that both their worldly and religious lives improve. A proof of one’s sincerity
to others is that they support them in their absence for example, from the
slander of others. Turning away from others and only worrying about
oneself is not the attitude of a muslim. In fact, this is how most animals
behave. Even if one cannot change the whole society they can still be
sincere in helping those in their life, such as their relatives and friends.
Simply put, one must treat others how they desire people to treat them.
Chapter 28 Al Qasas, verse 77:

“...And do good as Allah has done good to you...”



“It is He who sent His Messenger with guidance and the religion of
truth to manifest it over all religion...”

When muslims sincerely obey the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and
blessings be upon him, and what he was sent with namely, the Holy Quran,
then they will overcome all opponents and obstacles, just like the
Companions, may Allah be pleased with them, did.

In a Hadith found in Sunan Abu Dawud, number 4606, the Holy Prophet
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, warned that any matter
which is not based on Islam will be rejected.

If muslims desire lasting success in both worldly and religious matters they
must strictly adhere to the teachings of the Holy Quran and the traditions of
the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him. Even
though, certain actions which are not directly taken from these two sources
of guidance can still be considered a righteous deed it is important to
prioritize these two sources of guidance over all else. Because the fact is
that the more one acts on things which are not taken from these two
sources even if it is a righteous deed the less they will act on these two
sources of guidance. An obvious example is how many muslims have
adopted cultural practices into their lives which do not have a foundation in
these two sources of guidance. Even if these cultural practices are not sins
they have preoccupied muslims from learning and acting on these two
sources of guidance as they feel satisfied with their behaviour. This leads
to ignorance of the two sources of guidance which in turn will only lead to
misguidance.



This is why a muslim must learn and act on these two sources of guidance
which have been established by the leaders of guidance and only then act
on other voluntary righteous deeds if they have the time and energy to do
so. But if they choose ignorance and made up practices even if they are not
sins over learning and acting on these two sources of guidance they will not
achieve success.



“It is He who sent His Messenger with guidance and the religion of
truth to manifest it over all religion...”

When muslims sincerely obey the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and
blessings be upon him, and what he was sent with namely, the Holy Quran,
then they will overcome all opponents and obstacles, just like the
Companions, may Allah be pleased with them, did.

Muslims should not follow and adopt the customary practices of non-
muslims. The more muslims do this the less they will follow the teachings of
the Holy Quran and the traditions of the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace
and blessings be upon him. This is quite evident in this day and age as
many muslims have adopted the cultural practices of other nations which
has caused them to become distant from the teachings of Islam. For
example, one only needs to observe the modern muslim wedding to
observe how many non-muslim cultural practices have been adopted by
muslims. What makes this worse is that many muslims cannot differentiate
between Islamic practices based on the Holy Quran and traditions of the
Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, and the
cultural practices of non-muslims. Because of this non-muslims cannot
differentiate between them either which has caused great problems for
Islam. For example, honour killings is a cultural practice which has nothing
to do with Islam yet because of the ignorance of muslims and their habit of
adopting non-muslim cultural practices Islam is blamed every time an
honour killing occurs in society. The Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and
blessings be upon him, removed the social barriers in the form of casts and
brotherhoods in order to unite people yet ignorant muslims have
resurrected them by adopting the cultural practices of non-muslims. Simply
put, the more cultural practices muslims adopt the less they will act on the



Holy Quran and the traditions of the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and
blessings be upon him.



“It is He who sent His Messenger with guidance and the religion of
truth to manifest it over all religion...”

When muslims sincerely obey the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and
blessings be upon him, and what he was sent with namely, the Holy Quran,
then they will overcome all opponents and obstacles, just like the
Companions, may Allah be pleased with them, did.

Muslims must remember the very important position they have been
appointed to by Allah, the Exalted, namely, the ambassadors of Islam. It is
extremely important for muslims to fulfil this duty according to their
potential. The best way to achieve this is by fulfilling the commands of
Allah, the Exalted, refraining from His prohibitions and being patient with
His choices. Islam spread across the entire globe because the righteous
predecessors took this duty very seriously. When they gained and acted on
beneficial knowledge the outside world recognised the truthfulness of Islam
through their behaviour. This caused countless people to enter the fold of
Islam. Unfortunately, many muslims today believe that showing others
about Islam is merely in one's appearance, such as growing a beard or
wearing a scarf. This is only an aspect of representing Islam. The greatest
part is by adopting the characteristics of Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace
and blessings be upon him, discussed in the Holy Quran and his traditions.
Only with this attitude will the outside world observe the true nature of
Islam. A muslim should always remember that adopting an Islamic
appearance while possessing characteristics which oppose the teachings
of Islam only causes the outside world to disrespect Islam. They will be
held accountable for this disrespect as they are the cause of it. A muslim
should therefore behave as a true ambassador of Islam by adopting the
inward teachings of Islam as well as the outer appearance of Islam.



In addition, this important position should remind muslims that they will be
held accountable and questioned whether they fulfilled this role or not on
Judgment Day. The same way a king would become angry at their diplomat
and representative if they failed to fulfil their duty so will Allah, the Exalted,
become angry with the muslim who fails to fulfill their duty as an
ambassador of Islam.



“It is He who sent His Messenger with guidance and the religion of
truth to manifest it over all religion...”

When muslims sincerely obey the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and
blessings be upon him, and what he was sent with namely, the Holy Quran,
then they will overcome all opponents and obstacles, just like the
Companions, may Allah be pleased with them, did.

Even though the number of muslims have increased over time it is obvious
that the strength of muslims has only decreased. Each muslim irrespective
of the strength of their faith believes in the authenticity of the Holy Quran as
doubting it would cause them to lose their faith. In the following verse Allah,
the Exalted, has given the key to obtaining superiority and success which
would remove the weakness and grief muslims are experiencing all around
the world. Chapter 3 Alee Imran, verse 139:

“So do not weaken and do not grieve, and you will be superior if you are
[true] believers.”

Allah, the Exalted, has made it clear that muslims only need to become true
believers in order to achieve this superiority and success in both worlds.
True belief involves fulfilling the commands of Allah, the Exalted, refraining
from His prohibitions and facing destiny with patience according to the
traditions of the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon



him. This includes the duties towards Allah, the Exalted, and those towards
people, such as loving for others what one loves for themself which has
been advised in a Hadith found in Jami At Tirmidhi, number 2515. This
requires one to learn and act on Islamic teachings. Through this attitude
was success and superiority granted to the Companions, may Allah be
pleased with them. And if muslims desire to achieve it then they must
return to this rightly guided attitude. As muslims believe in the Holy Quran
they should understand this simple teaching and act on it.



“It is He who sent His Messenger with guidance and the religion of
truth to manifest it over all religion...”

When muslims sincerely obey the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and
blessings be upon him, and what he was sent with namely, the Holy Quran,
then they will overcome all opponents and obstacles, just like the
Companions, may Allah be pleased with them, did.

Even though tests and trials have affected believers since the dawn of time
particularly in the time of the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and
blessings be upon him, yet it seems like the modern day tests only lead to
more difficulties and humiliation for muslims. Whereas, the tests which the
righteous predecessors faced only led to their honour in both worlds. The
main reason for this difference in the outcome and result of tests is that
when the righteous predecessors faced tests in fact, greater tests than the
modern day muslims, which is confirmed in a Hadith found in Sunan Ibn
Majah, number 4023, they faced their tests and difficulties while sincerely
obeying Allah, the Exalted, in the form of fulfilling the commands of Allah,
the Exalted, refraining from His prohibitions and being patient with destiny.
This resulted in them safely passing the test and receiving great honour
and blessings from Allah, the Exalted, in both worlds. Whereas, many
muslims in this day and age face tests but do not remain steadfast on the
obedience of Allah, the Exalted. They fail to understand that success and
honour through tests is only granted to those who remain steadfast on the
obedience of Allah, the Exalted, whereas, being disobedient only leads to
disgrace. Therefore, muslims should not worship Allah, the Exalted, on an
edge whereby they are only obedient to Him in times of ease and turn away
from Him angrily and disobediently in times of difficulty. This is not real
servant hood or obedience to Allah, the Exalted. Simply put, no action will



aid muslims in the long run if it is not based on the obedience of Allah, the
Exalted. Disobedience will only lead from one difficulty to another, one
disgrace to another. Chapter 4 An Nisa, verse 147:

“What would Allah do with [i.e., gain from] your punishment if you are
grateful and believe?...”



“It is He who sent His Messenger with guidance and the religion of
truth to manifest it over all religion...”

When muslims sincerely obey the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and
blessings be upon him, and what he was sent with namely, the Holy Quran,
then they will overcome all opponents and obstacles, just like the
Companions, may Allah be pleased with them, did.

In a Hadith found in Sunan Ibn Majah, number 3997, the Holy Prophet
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, warned that he did not fear
poverty for the muslim nation. Instead he feared that the world would
become easy to obtain and plentiful for them. This would cause them to
compete for it which would lead to their destruction as this same
competition destroyed the previous nations.

It is important to understand that this does not only apply to wealth. But this
warning applies to all aspects of people's worldly desires which can be
encompassed by the desire for fame, wealth, authority and the social
aspects of one's life, such as family, friends and a career. Whenever one
aims to fulfil their desires by pursuing these things, even if they are lawful,
beyond their needs it will distract them from preparing for the hereafter. It
will lead them to bad character such as being wasteful and extravagant and
may even take them towards sins in order to obtain these things. Failing to
obtain them may lead to impatience and other acts of defiance and
disobedience towards Allah, the Exalted. It is obvious these desires have
taken control over many muslims as they would happily get up in the
middle of the night in order to obtain these things such as wealth or go on a



holiday but will fail to do so when advised to offer the voluntary night prayer
or attend the morning obligatory prayer at the Mosque with congregation.

There is no harm in obtaining these things as long as they are lawful and
required in order to fulfii a person’s needs and the needs of their
dependents. But when a person goes beyond this then they will become
preoccupied with them at the loss of their hereafter as the more one
pursues their desires the less they will strive in preparing for the hereatfter.
And therefore, the warning given in this Hadith will apply to them.



“It is He who sent His Messenger with guidance and the religion of
truth to manifest it over all religion...”

When muslims sincerely obey the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and
blessings be upon him, and what he was sent with namely, the Holy Quran,
then they will overcome all opponents and obstacles, just like the
Companions, may Allah be pleased with them, did.

In a Hadith found in Sunan Abu Dawud, number 4297, the Holy Prophet
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, warned that a day would
soon come when other nations would attack the muslim nation and even
though they would be great in number they would be deemed insignificant
by the world. Allah, the Exalted, would remove the fear of muslims from the
hearts’ of the other nations. This would occur because of the muslim
nation’s love for the material world and their hatred for death.

The Companions, may Allah be pleased with them, were small in number
yet, they overcame entire nations whereas the muslims today are greater in
number yet, have no social or political influence in the world. This is
because the Companions, may Allah be pleased with them, lived their lives
according to the teachings of Islam thereby, favouring and preparing for the
hereafter over enjoying the lawful pleasures of this world. Whereas, most of
the muslims today have adopted the opposite mind-set. It is important to
understand that the root of all sins is the love of the material world. This is
because any sin which is committed is done out of love and desire for it.
The material world can be split into four aspects: fame, fortune, authority
and one's social life, such as their relatives and friends. It is in the excess



pursuit of these things which lead to sins, such as earning unlawful wealth
out of love for fortune. It is why a Hadith found in Jami At Tirmidhi, number
2376, warns that love for wealth and authority is more destructive to one's
faith than the destruction two hungry wolves would cause if they were let
loose on a herd of sheep. Whenever people seek the excess of these
aspects of the material world it always leads to disobedience of Allah, the
Exalted. When this occurs the mercy of Allah, the Exalted, is removed
which leads to nothing but trouble.

Even though, some muslims believe pursuing the excess things of the
material world is harmless it is something the Holy Prophet Muhammad,
peace and blessings be upon him, warned against in many Hadiths such as
the one found in Sahih Bukhari, number 3158. He warned that he did not
fear poverty for muslims. What he feared was that muslims would pursue
the excess of this material world, such as excess wealth, and this would
cause them to compete with each other over it and this would lead to their
destruction. As warned in this Hadith this was the behaviour of the past
nations.

As the material world is limited it is obvious that people would have to
compete over it if they desired more than their necessities. This competition
would cause them to adopt the characteristics which contradict the
character of a true muslim, such as envy and enmity for others. They would
stop caring for each other as they are too busy competing in gathering and
hoarding the material world. And they would contradict the advice given in
a Hadith found in Sahih Bukhari, number 6011, which advises that muslims
should act like one body when any part of the body suffers from an illness
the rest of the body shares in the pain. This competition would drive a
muslim to stop loving for others what they love for themself which is a



characteristic of a true believer according to a Hadith found in Jami At
Tirmidhi, number 2515, as they desire to outdo their fellow muslims in
worldly things. Persisting on this competition will cause a muslim to love,
hate, give and withhold all for the sake of the material world instead of for
the sake of Allah, the Exalted, which is an aspect of perfecting one's faith
according to a Hadith found in Sunan Abu Dawud, number 4681. This
competition is the difference between the Companions, may Allah be
pleased with them, and many of the muslims today.

If muslims desire to regain the strength and influence Islam once had they
must strive and prioritise preparing for the hereafter over striving for
obtaining and hoarding the excess of this material world. This must occur
from an individual level until it affects the whole nation.



“ ..And sufficient is Allah as Witness.”

The divine vision of Allah, the Exalted, encompasses everything
irrespective of its size or location. In addition, Allah, the Exalted, is a
witness to the actions of the creation. He observes their outer physical
actions and inner hidden intentions. Nothing can escape His divine
vision.

A muslim should therefore strive in obedience to Allah, the Exalted, in
order to reach the level where they become constantly vigilant of the
divine vision. This level has been referred to as excellence of faith in a
Hadith found in Sahih Muslim, number 99. When one is fully aware of
the divine vision it prevents them from sinning and encourages them to
perform righteous deeds.

A muslim should be an overseer of their own soul and constantly take
themself into account in order to ensure they do not become heedless.
As the main cause of sin is heedlessness. The one who takes themself
into account will find their accountability on Judgement Day easy.
Whoever does not watch other themself like this will commit sins without
even realising it. A muslim should also ensure they keep a watchful eye
on all the people under their care and advise them accordingly as this is
a responsibility given to them by Allah, the Exalted. This is confirmed in
a Hadith found in Sunan Abu Dawud, number 2928.
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