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Introduction

The following short book discusses some aspects of the Awesome Day.
This discussion is based on Chapter 81 At Takwir, Verses 1-14 of the
Holy Quran:

“When the sun is wrapped up [in darkness]. And when the stars fall,
dispersing. And when the mountains are removed. And when [expensive
and desired] full-term she-camels are neglected. And when the wild
beasts are gathered. And when the seas are filled with flame. And when
the souls are paired. And when the girl [who was] buried alive is asked.
For what sin she was killed. And when the pages [recorded deeds of
people] are spread. And when the sky is stripped away. And when
Hellfire is set ablaze. And when Paradise is brought near. A soul will
[then] know what it has brought [with it to Judgement Day].”

Implementing the lessons discussed will aid a Muslim to Achieve Noble
Character. According to the Hadith found in Jami At Tirmidhi, number
2003, the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him,
has advised that the heaviest thing in the Scales of Judgment Day will
be Noble Character. It is one of qualities of the Holy Prophet
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, which Allah, the Exalted,
complimented in Chapter 68 Al Qalam, Verse 4 of the Holy Quran:

“And indeed, you are of a great moral character.”



Therefore, it is a duty on all Muslims to gain and act on the teachings of
the Holy Quran and the traditions of the Holy Prophet Muhammad,
peace and blessings be upon him, in order to Achieve Noble Character.
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“When the sun is wrapped up [in darkness].
And when the stars fall, dispersing.
And when the mountains are removed.
And when [expensive and desired] full-term she-camels are neglected.
And when the wild beasts are gathered.
And when the seas are filled with flame.
And when the souls are paired.
And when the girl [who was] buried alive is asked.
For what sin she was killed.
And when the pages [recorded deeds of people] are spread.
And when the sky is stripped away.
And when Hellfire is set ablaze.
And when Paradise is brought near.

A soul will [then] know what it has brought [with it to Judgement Day].”



“When the sun is wrapped up [in darkness]. And when the stars
fall, dispersing. And when the mountains are removed...And when
the wild beasts are gathered. And when the seas are filled with
flame...And when the sky is stripped away.”

One must practically prepare for the awesome events which will occur
on the Day of Judgement through the sincere obedience of Allah, the
Exalted.

The trumpet blast will lead to the death of the creation. This has been
confirmed in a Hadith found in Sahih Muslim, number 7381. The
important thing to learn is that this is a call which no one can or will
reject responding to. It will lead to the resurrection and final judgment.
Therefore, muslims should respond to the call of Allah, the Exalted,
through the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon
him, through sincere obedience by fulfilling the commands of Allah, the
Exalted, refraining from His prohibitions and by facing destiny with
patience according to the traditions of the Holy Prophet Muhammad,
peace and blessings be upon him. Chapter 8 An Anfal, verse 24:

“O you who have believed, respond to Allah and to the Messenger when
he calls you to that which gives you life...”

Whoever responds to this call in this world will find the final call easy to
endure and respond to. Whereas, the one who lives heedless to the call
of Allah, the Exalted, in this world will not find peace in it and they will be
forced to answer the call of the trumpet which will be a great burden for



them to endure and respond to. A person can only ignore the call of
Allah, the Exalted, for so long as the final call will occur, sooner or later,
and no one will be able to avoid or ignore it. If this is inevitable it makes
sense that one respond to it now, today, instead of living in
heedlessness. If one hears the trumpet blast while heedless no action or
regret will benefit them and what comes after for this person will be even
more terrifying.



“When the sun is wrapped up [in darkness]. And when the stars
fall, dispersing. And when the mountains are removed...And when
the wild beasts are gathered. And when the seas are filled with
flame...And when the sky is stripped away.”

One must practically prepare for the awesome events which will occur
on the Day of Judgement through the sincere obedience of Allah, the
Exalted.

The Sun will be brought within two miles of the creation on the Day of
Judgment. This has been confirmed in a Hadith found in Sahih Muslim,
number 2864.

This will cause people to sweat according to the deeds they performed
during their lives on Earth. Some people's sweat will reach up to their
ankles, some their knees and for others it will reach their mouths.

One only needs to ponder over the times they were subjected to intense
summer weather and how the heat affected their attitude and behaviour.
Through this one can imagine how difficult the situation on Judgment
Day will be when the Sun is brought so close to them. This shows that
those who strive hard and exert sincere efforts in the obedience of Allah,
the Exalted, by fulfilling His commands, refraining from His prohibitions
and by facing destiny with patience according to the traditions of the
Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, will find
relaxation on Judgment Day. But those who were lazy and relaxed
during their lives on Earth will be subjected to great stress on Judgment



Day. Simply put, the one who strives here will relax there but the one
who relaxes here will strive there in difficulty.

The same way people strive hard in this material world so that they
obtain a comfortable life and even a comfortable retirement, even though
reaching this retirement age is not guaranteed, muslims should strive
even harder in this world by obeying Allah, the Exalted, in all aspects of
their life so that they can obtain peace and comfort on a day that is
guaranteed to occur. It is a sign of great ignorance to strive for a day one
may never reach namely, the day of retirement, and not strive for a day
they are guaranteed to reach and experience namely, Judgment Day.



“When the sun is wrapped up [in darkness]. And when the stars
fall, dispersing. And when the mountains are removed...And when
the wild beasts are gathered. And when the seas are filled with
flame...And when the sky is stripped away.”

One must practically prepare for the awesome events which will occur
on the Day of Judgement through the sincere obedience of Allah, the
Exalted.

People will be commanded to cross the Bridge which will be placed over
Hell on the Day of Judgment. This has been discussed extensively in
Islamic teachings, such as the Hadith found in Sahih Bukhari, number
6573. It warns that extremely large hooks will be on the Bridge which will
affect people according to their deeds. Some will be flung into Hell by
them, some will be subjected to great torture before they cross the
Bridge, others will only face minimal injury from them and finally the
righteous will not be harmed by them. Another Hadith found in Sahih
Muslim, number 455, warns that the Bridge is narrower than a strand of
hair and sharper than a sword.

The important thing to learn from this is that each person will cross the
Bridge according to their deeds. So it is important for muslims not to
neglect any duties if they desire to cross the Bridge safely. They must
fulfil the commands of Allah, the Exalted, and refrain from His
prohibitions. These include duties in respect to Allah, the Exalted, and
people. One should not neglect this and simply hope they will magically
cross the Bridge unaffected.



In addition, the ease at which a person will cross this Bridge will be a
mirror of how much they remained steadfast on the straight path of Islam
in this world. This straight path is the path of the Holy Prophet
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him. Chapter 3 Alee Imran,
verse 31.

‘Say, [O Muhammad], "If you should love Allah, then follow me, [soO]
Allah will love you and forgive you your sins...”

Anyone who abandons this path will not successfully cross this Bridge.
Simply put, the more one remains steadfast on the straight path in this
world the easier they will cross the Bridge over Hell on Judgment Day.
The straight path has been made clear in this world so muslims are left
with no excuses from following it thereby ensuring they safely cross the
Bridge on Judgment Day.



“When the sun is wrapped up [in darkness]. And when the stars
fall, dispersing. And when the mountains are removed...And when
the wild beasts are gathered. And when the seas are filled with
flame...And when the sky is stripped away. A soul will [then] know
what it has brought [with it].”

Logically speaking, the Day of Judgement is something which must
occur. If one observes the universe they will notice many examples of
balance. For example, the Earth is at a perfect and balanced distance
from the Sun. If the Earth was slightly closer or further away from the
Sun it would not be inhabitable. Similarly, the water cycle, which involves
the evaporation of water from the ocean into the atmosphere which is
then condensed in order to produce rain, is perfectly balanced so that
the creation can continue living on Earth. The ground was created in a
balanced way so that the weak branches and shoots of seeds can
penetrate through it in order to provide crops for the creation yet the
same ground is tough enough to withstand heavy buildings being built
on top of it. There are many such examples that not only clearly indicate
a Creator but also balance. But there is one major thing in this world
which is clearly unbalanced namely, the actions of mankind. One often
observes oppressive and tyrannical people who escape punishment in
this world. Conversely, there are countless people who are oppressed
by others and face other difficulties yet do not receive their full reward for
their patience. Many Muslims who sincerely obey Allah, the Exalted,
often face many difficulties in this world and only receive a small share in
reward whereas those who openly disobey Allah, the Exalted, enjoy the
luxuries of this world and only face some problems. Just like Allah, the
Exalted, has set up a balance in all His creations the reward and
punishment of actions must also be balanced. But this obviously does
not occur in this world so therefore it must occur in another time namely,
the Day of Recompense i.e. the Day of Judgment.



Allah, the Exalted, could reward and punish fully in this world. But one of
the wisdoms behind not fully punishing in this world is that Allah, the
Exalted, gives opportunity after opportunity to them so that they
sincerely repent and correct their behaviour. He does not fully reward
Muslims in this world as this world is not Paradise. In addition, believing
in the unseen namely, the full reward waiting for a Muslim in the next
world, is an important aspect of faith. In fact belief in the unseen is what
makes faith special. Believing in something which can be perceived
through the five senses, such as receiving full reward in this world,
would not be so special.

Having fear of full punishment and hope in receiving full reward in the
hereafter will encourage one to abstain from sins and perform righteous
deeds.

In order for the Day of Recompense to commence this material world
must end. This is because punishment and reward can only be given
once everyone’s actions terminate. Therefore, the Day of Recompense
cannot take place until the actions of people have been concluded. This
indicates that the material world must end, sooner or later.

In addition, when one observes the Heavens and Earth and observes
the countless cycles of life and death, such as the coming and going of
the day and night, the seasons and the lands for growing crops, they will
understand that they too will face a cycle of death and life namely, the
resurrection on Judgement Day.



When one reflects on this discussion it will strengthen their faith in the
Day of Judgement thereby encouraging them to prepare for it by fulfilling
the commands of Allah, the Exalted, refraining from His prohibitions and
by facing destiny with patience according to the traditions of the Holy
Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him.



“When the sun is wrapped up [in darkness]. And when the stars
fall, dispersing...And when [expensive and desired] full-term she-
camels are neglected.”

These verses remind muslims to prioritize their affairs correctly in this
world as they will understand what is truly important and unimportant on
Judgement Day but by then it will be too late.

In a Hadith found in Jami At Tirmidhi, number 2465, the Holy Prophet
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, advised that whoever
prioritises the hereafter over this material world will be granted
contentment, their affairs will be corrected for them and they will receive
their destined provision in an easy way.

This half of the Hadith means that whoever correctly fulfils their duties in
respect to Allah, the Exalted, and to the creation, such as providing for
their family in a lawful manner while avoiding the excess of this material
world will be granted contentment. This is when one is pleased with what
they possess without being greedy and actively striving to obtain more
worldly things. In reality, the one who is content with what they possess
Is a truly rich person even if they possess little wealth as they become
independent of things. Independence of anything makes one rich in
respect to it.

In addition, this attitude will allow one to comfortably deal with any
worldly issues which may arise during their life. This is because the less
one interacts with the material world and focuses on the hereafter the



less worldly issues they will face. The less worldly issues a person faces
the more comfortable their life will become. For example, the one who
possesses one house will have fewer issues to deal with in respect to it,
such as a broken cooker, than the one who possesses ten houses.
Finally, this person will easily and pleasantly obtain their lawful provision.
Not only this but Allah, the Exalted, will place such grace in their
provision that it will cover all their responsibilities and necessities
meaning, it will satisfy them and their dependents.

But as mentioned in the other half of this Hadith the one who prioritises
the material world over the hereafter meaning, by neglecting their duties
or striving for the unnecessary and excess of this material world will find
that their need, meaning greed, for worldly things is never satisfied
which by definition makes them poor even if they possess much wealth.
These people will go from one worldly issue to another throughout the
day failing to achieve contentment as they have opened too many
worldly doors. And they will receive their destined provision with difficulty
and it will not give them satisfaction and never seem enough to fill their
greed. This may even push them towards the unlawful which only leads
to a loss in both worlds.



“When the sun is wrapped up [in darkness]. And when the stars
fall, dispersing...And when [expensive and desired] full-term she-
camels are neglected.”

These verses remind muslims to prioritize their affairs correctly in this
world as they will understand what is truly important and unimportant on
Judgement Day but by then it will be too late.

It is important for muslims to understand that they should not define a
situation as good or bad according to worldly definitions. For example,
according to a worldly definition being wealthy is good whereas being
poor is bad. Instead, muslims should ascribe good and bad to events
and things according to the teachings of Islam. Meaning, anything which
takes one closer to the obedience of Allah, the Exalted, in the form of
fulfilling His commands, refraining from His prohibitions and by facing
destiny with patience, is good even if it is seen as bad from a worldly
point of view. And anything which takes one away from the obedience of
Allah, the Exalted, is bad even if it appears good.

There are many examples throughout the teachings of Islam which
demonstrate this. For example, Qarun was an extremely wealthy person
who lived in the time of the Holy Prophet Mosa, peace be upon him.
Many people then and now may consider his wealth to be a good thing
but as it led him to pride it became a means of his destruction. So in his
case being wealthy was a bad thing. Chapter 28 Al Qasas, verses 79-
81.



“So he came out before his people in his adornment. Those who desired
the worldly life said, "Oh, would that we had like what was given to
Qaran. Indeed, he is one of great fortune. But those who had been given
knowledge said, "Woe to you! The reward of Allah is better for he who
believes and does righteousness. And none are granted it except the
patient.” And We caused the earth to swallow him and his home. And
there was for him no company to aid him other than Allah, nor was he of
those who [could] defend themselves.”

On the other hand, the third rightly guided Caliph of Islam, Usman Bin
Affan, may Allah be pleased with him, was also wealthy yet he used his
wealth in the correct way. In fact, once after donating a large amount of
wealth he was told by the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and
blessings be upon him, that nothing could harm his faith after that day.
This has been indicated in a Hadith found in Jami At Tirmidhi, number
3701. So in his case wealth was a good thing.

To conclude, a muslim should remember that every difficulty they face
has wisdoms behind it even if they do not observe them. So they should
not believe something is good or bad from a worldly point of view.
Meaning, if the thing encourages them towards the obedience of Allah,
the Exalted, then it is good even if it looks bad. Chapter 2 Al Bagarah,
verse 216:

“...But perhaps you hate a thing and it is good for you,; and perhaps you
love a thing and it is bad for you. And Allah knows, while you know not.”



“When the sun is wrapped up [in darkness]. And when the stars
fall, dispersing...And when [expensive and desired] full-term she-
camels are neglected.”

These verses remind muslims to prioritize their affairs correctly in this
world as they will understand what is truly important and unimportant on
Judgement Day but by then it will be too late.

Greatness and true success is not connected to worldly things, such as
wealth or fame. A person may obtain some worldly success through
these things but it is quite obvious if one turns the pages of history that
this type of success is very temporary and it eventually becomes a
burden and regret for a person. A muslim should never believe that
superiority lies in these things thereby dedicating themself to obtaining
them while neglecting their duties to Allah, the Exalted, and the creation.
Nor should they look down at others who do not possess these worldly
things believing they have no value or significance as this attitude
contradicts the teachings of Islam. In fact, the Holy Prophet Muhammad,
peace and blessings be upon him, has advised in a Hadith found in
Sahih Bukhari, number 6071, that the people of Paradise are those who
are considered insignificant by society and concluded that if they took an
oath on something Allah, the Exalted, would fulfil it for them.

True honour, success and greatness in this world and the next only lies
in piety. So the more one sincerely strives to fulfil the commands of
Allah, the Exalted, refrain from His prohibitions and faces destiny with
patience according to the traditions of the Holy Prophet Muhammad,
peace and blessings be upon him, the greater they are even if they
appear insignificant to society. Chapter 49 Al Hujurat verse 13:



“...Indeed, the most noble of you in the sight of Allah is the most
righteous of you...”

A muslim should therefore search for true success in this and not waste
their time and efforts in searching for it in worldly things otherwise they
may well reach the hereafter a great loser. Chapter 18 Al Kahf, verses
103-104:

“Say, "Shall we [believers] inform you of the greatest losers as to [their]
deeds? [They are] those whose effort is lost in worldly life, while they
think that they are doing well in work."”



“When the sun is wrapped up [in darkness]. And when the stars
fall, dispersing...And when [expensive and desired] full-term she-
camels are neglected.”

These verses remind muslims to prioritize their affairs correctly in this
world as they will understand what is truly important and unimportant on
Judgement Day but by then it will be too late.

Some muslims often claim that one’s faith and the material world need to
walk hand in hand with each other without a person being extreme in
either. It is strange how most of those who claim this and use this
statement as a way to enjoy the lawful luxuries and pleasures of this
world do not truly understand nor adhere to it. This statement is true but
applies to those worldly and religious matters which are pleasing to
Allah, the Exalted. For example, occasionally exercising in order to keep
the body healthy which is a trust given to a person. It does not mean one
can enjoy the lawful pleasures of this world in excess while neglecting
following the footsteps of the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and
blessings be upon him, by gaining and acting on Islamic knowledge
even if they fulfil the standard obligatory duties. As gaining knowledge in
itself is a duty on all muslims according to a Hadith found in Sunan Ibn
Majah, number 224,

In addition, walking hand in hand would suggest that one dedicates
equal attention, effort and time to each thing. How many muslims can
honestly say that they dedicate equal effort, energy and time to the
material world and preparing for the hereafter? If they do not, and most
do not, then how exactly are they fulfilling this statement?



A muslim should not fool themself as their time on Earth is limited and
they will not be given a second chance once they depart from it.
Therefore, they should honestly strive to fulfil this statement by at least
dedicating equal time, effort and energy to both the material world and
preparing for the hereafter. It is important to note, that some would argue
that treating a temporary abode and an everlasting abode equal is not
wise.



“When the sun is wrapped up [in darkness]. And when the stars
fall, dispersing...And when [expensive and desired] full-term she-
camels are neglected.”

These verses remind muslims to prioritize their affairs correctly in this
world as they will understand what is truly important and unimportant on
Judgement Day but by then it will be too late.

When people, irrespective of their faith, go on holiday they only pack the
things they need and maybe a little extra but they try to avoid over
packing. Even the amount of money they take with them they limit in
respect to their stay abroad. When they arrive they often stay in a hotel
which usually has the main necessities of living with a few extras. If they
believe they will never return to the same destination in the future they
will never buy a house as they will claim they stay is short and they will
not return. They do not get a job during their holiday claiming that they
stay is short so they do not need to earn more money. They do not get
married nor have children claiming the holiday destination is not their
homeland where they would get married and have children. Generally
speaking, this is the attitude and mind-set of holiday makers.

It is strange how muslims truly believe they will depart from this world
soon meaning, they stay in the world is temporary just like being on
holiday, and they believe their stay in the hereafter will be permanent
yet, they do not adequately prepare for it. If they truly realised the short
time they have, similarly to a holiday, they would not dedicate too much
effort on their homes and instead be content with a simple home just like
the traveller who is content with a simple hotel. So in reality, this world is
like the holiday destination in the example yet, muslims do not treat it



like one. Instead, they dedicate the majority of their efforts in beautifying
their world while neglecting the eternal hereafter. It is sometimes hard to
believe some muslims actually believe in the permanent hereafter when
one observes the amount of effort they dedicate to the temporal world.
Muslims should therefore strive in preparing for the hereafter by fulfilling
the commands of Allah, the Exalted, refraining from His prohibitions and
by facing destiny with patience while being pleased with obtaining and
utilising the necessities of this world. It is why the Holy Prophet
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, advised muslims to live
in this world as travellers in a Hadith found in Sahih Bukhari, number
6416. They should not take this world as a permanent home and instead
treat it like a holiday destination.



“When the sun is wrapped up [in darkness]. And when the stars
fall, dispersing...And when the souls are paired.”

This could be referring to when people are grouped together based on
their faith and actions.

In a Hadith found in Sunan Abu Dawud, number 4031, the Holy Prophet
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, advised that a person
who imitates a people is counted as one of them.

All muslims irrespective of the strength of their faith desire to be counted
and end up with the righteous in the next world. But this Hadith clearly
warns that a muslim will only be considered a righteous person and end
up with them if they imitate the righteous. This imitation is a practical
thing not only a declaration through words. This imitation is correctly
done by fulfilling the commands of Allah, the Exalted, refraining from His
prohibitions and by facing destiny with patience according to the
traditions of the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon
him.

But those who verbally declare their love for the righteous and fail to
imitate them and instead imitate the characteristics found in hypocrites
and the sinful will be considered and judged as one of them. This does
not mean they will lose their faith but it means they will be judged as
disobedient muslims. How can a disobedient muslim be counted as an
obedient muslim and end up with the righteous? This is only wishful
thinking which has no value in Islam. Chapter 59 Al Hashr, verse 20:



“‘Not equal are the companions of the Fire and the companions of
Paradise. The companions of Paradise - they are the attainers [of
success].”



“When the sun is wrapped up [in darkness]. And when the stars
fall, dispersing...And when the souls are paired.”

This could be referring to when people are grouped together based on
their faith and actions.

Every muslim openly declares that they desire the companionship of the
Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, the other
Holy Prophets, peace be upon him them, and the Companions, may
Allah be pleased with them, in the hereafter. They often quote the Hadith
found in Sahih Bukhari, number 3688, which advises that a person will
be with those they love in the hereafter. And because of this they openly
declare their love for these righteous servants of Allah, the Exalted. But
it is strange how they desire this outcome and claim love for the Holy
Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, yet they barely
know him as they are too busy to study his life, character and teachings.
This is foolish as how can one truly love someone they do not even
know?

In addition, when these people are asked for proof of their love for the
Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, on
Judgment Day what will they say? What will they present? The proof of
this declaration is studying and acting on the life, character and
teachings of the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be
upon him. A declaration without this evidence will not be accepted by
Allah, the Exalted. This is quite obvious as no one understood Islam
better than the Companions, may Allah be pleased with them, did and
this was not their attitude. They declared love for the Holy Prophet
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, and supported their



claim through actions by following in his footsteps. This is why they will
be with him in the hereatfter.

Those who believe love is in the heart and does not require it to be
shown through actions is as foolish as the student who hands back a
blank exam paper to their teacher claiming that knowledge is in their
mind so they do not need to practically write it down on paper and then
still expects to pass.

The one who behaves in such a manner does not love the righteous
servants of Allah, the Exalted, only their own desires and they have
undoubtedly been fooled by the Deuvil.

Finally, it is important to note that members of other religions also claim
love for their Holy Prophets, peace be upon them. But as they failed to
follow in their footsteps and act on their teachings they will certainly not
be with them on Judgment Day. This is quite obvious if one ponders
over this fact for a moment.



“When the sun is wrapped up [in darkness]. And when the stars
fall, dispersing...And when the girl [who was] buried alive is asked.
For what sin she was killed.”

The non-muslims of Arabia would often bury their newborn baby girls
alive as they were seen as a curse on them. The fact that Allah, the
Exalted, highlighted this particular major and vile sin in these verses
indicates the importance of respecting and honouring women.

In a Hadith found in Imam Bukhari's, Adab Al Mufrad, number 78, the
Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, gave glad
tidings of Paradise to the parents who correctly raise and take care of
two daughters. It is surprising how many muslims especially, Asians
always desire sons and have adopted the ignorant mentality of not being
as pleased when they have daughters even though this type of glad
tidings mentioned in this Hadith and many others have not been given
regarding having sons. It is acceptable to believe that a parent would
stress more over a daughter than a son especially, in this day and age,
but none the less it does not mean muslim parents should be less happy
if they have a daughter instead of a son. They should remember that
their duty is to educate and guide their children according to the
teachings of Islam and not stress over their destiny as this is not in their
control.

Disliking having daughters is a foolish mentality associated with the
ignorant idol worshippers of Mecca who lived in the time of the Holy
Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him. Muslim should
therefore avoid adopting this mentality and instead be content with any



child they are given as they are plenty of married couples who do not
have any children. Chapter 16 An Nahl, verses 58-59:

‘And when one of them is informed of [the birth of] a female, his face
becomes dark, and he suppresses grief. He hides himself from the
people because of the ill of which he has been informed. Should he keep
it in humiliation or bury it in the ground? Unquestionably, evil is what
they decide.”

On a general note, before Islam, in the age of ignorance, it was common
practice for women to be equated with articles of home use. They would
be bought and sold like cattle. A woman had no rights in respect to
marriage. Far from being entitled to some share in the inheritance from
her relatives, she herself was treated as a piece of the inheritance like
other household items. She was considered as something owned by
men while she was allowed to own nothing. And she could only spend
according to the wishes of a man. Whereas, the man could spend any
wealth which should belong to her, like wages, according to his desires.
She did not even have the right to question this method. Some groups
from Europe even considered women not to be a human and equated
her with an animal. Women had no place in religion. They were
considered unfit for worship. Some even declared women to possess no
souls. It was considered completely normal for a father to kill his
newborn or young daughter as they were seen as a shame on the
family. Some even believed that no act of justice would be taken against
the one who killed a woman. Some customs even killed the wife of a
dead husband as she was not seen fit enough to live without him. Some
even declared that the purpose of women was only to serve men.



But Allah, the Exalted, through the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and
blessings be upon him, taught man to respect all people, made justice
and equity the law and men were made responsible for fulfilling the
rights of women parallel to their own rights on them. Women were made
free and independent. She became the owner of her own life and
property, just like men. No man can force a woman to marry someone. If
she is forced to without her consent then it becomes her choice to
continue the marriage or annul it. No man has a right to spend anything
from what belongs to her without her consent and approval. After the
death of her husband or after divorce she becomes independent and
she cannot be compelled by anyone to do anything. She gets a share in
the inheritance like men according to the responsibilities given to her by
Allah, the Exalted. To spend on women and treat them well has been
declared an act of worship by Allah, the Exalted. All these rights and
more have been given to women by none other than Allah, the Exalted.
It is strange how those who stand up for women'’s rights today criticize
Islam even though it gave women rights centuries earlier.



“When the sun is wrapped up [in darkness]. And when the stars
fall, dispersing...And when the girl [who was] buried alive is asked.
For what sin she was killed.”

The non-muslims of Arabia would often bury their newborn baby girls
alive as they were seen as a curse on them. The fact that Allah, the
Exalted, highlighted this particular major and vile sin in these verses
indicates the importance of respecting and honouring women.

It is important to learn that no matter how much physical or social
strength a person has a day will certainly come when they face the
consequences of their actions. In most cases, this occurs during their life
where the actions of a person leads them to trouble, such as prison and
eventually they will face the consequences of their actions in the
hereafter as well. This applies to all people not just leaders.

A muslim should therefore never mistreat others, such as their relatives.
They should learn a lesson from the tyrannical leaders of history who
were greater in strength than them yet, a day certainly came when their
strength did not benefit them and they faced the consequences of their
evil deeds. Social influence and strength are fickle things as they quickly
pass from person to person thereby, never remaining with anyone for
long. Therefore, a muslim who possesses such strength should use it in
a way which is pleasing to Allah, the Exalted, by benefiting themself and
others. But if they abuse their authority then they will eventually face a
punishment which no one can protect them from.



In addition, it is important not to abuse one’s authority as it may cause
them to be hurled into Hell on Judgment Day. Every oppressor will have
to give their righteous deeds to their victims and if necessary take the
sins of their victims until justice is established. This will cause many
oppressors to be thrown into Hell. This has been confirmed in a Hadith
found in Sahih Muslim, number 6579.

To conclude, a muslim should never forget to hold themself accountable
for their deeds. Those who do will avoid disobeying Allah, the Exalted,
and harming others. But those who do not judge themselves will
continue disobeying Allah, the Exalted, and harming others heedlessly
not knowing that in actual fact they are only harming themselves. But
when they realize this fact it will be too late for them to escape
punishment.



“When the sun is wrapped up [in darkness]. And when the stars
fall, dispersing...And when the pages [recorded deeds of people]
are spread...A soul will [then] know what it has brought [with it to

Judgement Day].”

In a Hadith found in Sahih Bukhari, number 6442, the Holy Prophet
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, advised that a person’s
true wealth is what they send ahead to the hereafter whereas, what they
leave behind is in reality the wealth of their inheritors.

It is important for muslims to send as many blessings, such as their
wealth, as they can to the hereafter by using them in ways which are
pleasing to Allah, the Exalted. This includes spending on one's needs
and the needs of their dependents without being wasteful, excessive or
extravagant. This has been advised in a Hadith found in Sahih Bukhari,
number 4006.

But if a muslim does not use their blessings correctly they will become a
burden for them in both worlds. And if they hoard them and leave them
behind for their inheritors then they will be held accountable for obtaining
them even though others will enjoy them after they depart. This has
been indicated in a Hadith found in Jami At Tirmidhi, number 2379.

In addition, if their inheritors use the blessings correctly then they will
obtain reward from Allah, the Exalted, while the one who collected it will
be left empty handed on Judgment Day. Or their inheritor will misuse the
blessings which will become a great regret for both the one who earned



the blessing and their inheritor especially, if they did not teach their
inheritor, such as their child, how to correctly use the blessings as this is
a duty on them. This is confirmed in a Hadith found in Sunan Abu
Dawud, number 2928.

Muslims should therefore fulfill their responsibilities towards Allah, the
Exalted, and people and ensure they take the rest of their blessings with
them to the hereafter by using them correctly as prescribed by Islam.
Otherwise, they will be left empty handed and full of regrets on
Judgment Day.



“When the sun is wrapped up [in darkness]. And when the stars
fall, dispersing...And when the pages [recorded deeds of people]
are spread...A soul will [then] know what it has brought [with it to

Judgement Day].”

In a Hadith found in Sahih Bukhari, number 6514, the Holy Prophet
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, warned that two things
abandon a deceased at their grave and only one thing remains with
them. The two things which abandon them are their family and wealth
and the only thing which remains with them are their deeds.

Throughout history people have always concentrated the majority of
their efforts to obtaining wealth and a happy family. Even though Islam
does not prohibit these things as they may be required to fulfill one’s
responsibilities for example, wealth is required to support one’s
dependents. Islam only discourages muslims from striving for them
beyond their needs and prioritizing them over more important duties,
such as performing righteous deeds.

One must strive to obtain the needed wealth to fulfill their responsibilities
according to the teachings of Islam and obtain a family which will
encourage them to prepare for the hereafter. These are both considered
good deeds when utilized in such a manner. This is confirmed in a
Hadith found in Sahih Bukhari, number 6373. This is the sign of an
intelligent person who gives priority to the thing which will endure and
support them in their moment of need namely, righteous deeds. On the
other hand the one who allows their wealth and relatives to preoccupy
them from fulfilling the commands of Allah, the Exalted, and refraining



from His prohibitions are described as losers in the Holy Quran. Chapter
63 Al Munafiqun, verse 9:

“O you who have believed, let not your wealth and your children divert
you from the remembrance of Allah. And whoever does that - then those
are the losers.”

Some may incorrectly believe they are close to Allah, the Exalted, as He
has bestowed them with great wealth and family. But Allah, the Exalted,
clears their confusion by declaring that the one who is dearer and nearer
to Him are those who believe and perform righteous deeds. Chapter 34
Saba, verse 37:

“And it is not your wealth or your children that bring you nearer to Us in
position, but it is [by being] one who has believed and done
righteousness...”

In another place of the Holy Quran Allah, the Exalted, warns mankind
that their wealth and relatives will not benefit them in the hereafter
unless they reach the hereafter with a sound heart. Chapter 26 Ash
Shu’ara, verses 88-89:

“The Day when there will not benefit [anyone] wealth or children. But
only one who comes to Allah with a sound heart."



The definition of the sound heart is lengthy simply put one cannot obtain
it until they sincerely fulfill the commands of Allah, the Exalted, refrain
from His prohibitions and face destiny with patience according to the
traditions of the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon
him.

One’s wealth can only benefit them in the hereafter if they send it ahead
of them by spending it on ongoing charity projects. This is confirmed by
the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, in a
Hadith found in Jami At Tirmidhi, number 1376. The same Hadith
informs mankind that a righteous child praying for the forgiveness of
their deceased parent will be accepted also. Unfortunately, in this day
and age many children are too busy seeking their inheritance to
supplicate for their deceased parents.

It important to understand that raising a righteous child who supplicates
for their deceased parent is not possible to achieve if the parents do not
perform righteous deeds themselves during their lives. Secondly, it is not
the way of the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon
him, or his Companions, May Allah be pleased with them all, to abstain
from performing righteous deeds and hope others will pray for them after
they depart from this world. One should strive for righteous deeds while
they are alive and then hope others will pray for them after they pass
away.



It is important to understand that only the wealth one sends forward will
benefit them. This can be achieved by spending on fulfilling one's
responsibilities, such as the education of their children. All wealth spent
incorrectly will become a burden for the owner and may well lead to their
punishment. Those who withhold the obligatory charity out of greed have
been warned of dreadful punishments. For example, a Hadith found in
Sahih Bukhari, number 1403, warns that a person who commits this
grave sin on the Day of Judgement will encounter a huge poisonous
snake which will wrap around them and bite them continuously. Chapter
3 Alee Imran, verse 180:

“And let not those who [greedily] withhold what Allah has given them of
His bounty ever think that it is better for them. Rather, it is worse for
them. Their necks will be encircled by what they withheld on the Day of
Resurrection...”

A Hadith found in Sunan Abu Dawud, number 1658, warns that on the
Day of Judgment the gold and silver a person owned will be heated up in
the flames of Hell and their bodies will be branded with it if they failed to
donate the obligatory charity due on it.

Any wealth left behind by the deceased will be left to others to enjoy
while the deceased is held accountable for collecting it. It is important to
note, if a person knowingly leaves wealth to someone who is not fit to
possess it and thus misuses it then the deceased may well be held
accountable for this also. Conversely, if one leaves wealth behind to
someone who spends it correctly then the deceased will face much
regret on the Day of Judgment when they observe the great reward
given to the one who spent it correctly.



The Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, made
it clear in a Hadith found in Sahih Muslim, number 7420, that in reality a
person can only use their wealth in three ways. The first is the wealth
which is spent on their food. The second is the wealth spent on their
clothes and the final wealth is what they spend in ways pleasing to Allah,
the Exalted. All other wealth is left behind for other people to enjoy while
the deceased is held accountable for collecting it.

Hoarding and incorrectly spending wealth inspires one to love the
material world and dislike the hereafter as they dislike leaving their much
loved wealth behind, which will occur when they die. The one who
dislikes the hereafter will not adequately prepare for it.

In addition, if one desires to adopt true piety then they must be ready to
spend their wealth for the sake of Allah, the Exalted. Chapter 3 Alee
Imran, verse 92:

“Never will you attain the good [reward] until you spend [in the way of
Allah] from that which you love...”

In reality, wealth is a strange companion as it only benefits someone
when it leaves them meaning, when it is spent in the correct way.



A person would be labelled a fool if they went on a long trip without any
provisions. Similarly, the one who does not send their wealth ahead in
the form of provisions for their long journey to the hereafter is also
foolish.

There is no doubt that one of the greatest pains a person feels at the
time of death is when they realise that they are leaving behind their hard
earned wealth and journeying towards the hereafter empty handed. A
muslim should avoid this outcome at all costs.

Performing righteous deeds is the only way one prepares for their grave
as no other things of comfort will be found there. It is in fact the means
for preparing one's eternal home in the hereafter. Therefore, this
preparation should take priority over preparing for the temporal material
world.

A person would be labelled a fool if they had two homes and dedicated
the majority of their efforts on beautifying the home which they will spend
less time in. Similarly, if a muslim dedicates more time and effort in
beautifying their temporal home in this world over the eternal home of
the hereafter they too are simply foolish. This is the attitude of some
even though they admit and believe their stay in this world is short and
for an unknown length whereas, their stay in the hereafter will be eternal.



This attitude indicates a lack of certainty of faith and it is therefore vital
for anyone who shares this mentality to seek and act on Islamic
knowledge in order to strengthen their certainty of faith before they reach
the hereafter bereft of all good.

The one who prepares for their grave with sincere obedience to Allah,
the Exalted, by fulfilling His commands, refraining from His prohibitions
and by facing destiny with patience will find that their good deeds
provide comfort for them whereas, the sins their accumulated will only
make their stay in the dark grave worse. A muslim should therefore
perform good deeds during their strength and ability before their time of
weakness arrives. Each muslim should recognise the reality indicated in
the main Hadith and act correctly with their possessions before they
reach a time when their request to be given more time to perform
righteous deeds will be denied. Chapter 63 Al Munafiqun, verses 10-11:

“And spend [in the way of Allah] from what We have provided you before
death approaches one of you and he says, "My Lord, if only You would
delay me for a brief term so | would give charity and be of the righteous."
But never will Allah delay a soul when its time has come...”

They should reflect now on their deeds so that they can sincerely repent
from sins and strive harder to perform righteous deeds before a day
arrives when reflecting will not benefit them. Chapter 89 Al Fajr, verse
23:



‘And brought [within view], that Day, is Hell - that Day, man will
remember, but how [i.e., what good] to him will be the remembrance?”

Let each one ponder over those who passed away before them and their
inability to perform more righteous deeds to comfort them in their
moment of need. Make haste before this time arrives and prepare for the
inevitable. Chapter 15 Al Hijr, verse 99:

“And worship your Lord until there comes to you the certainty [i.e.,
death].”



“When the sun is wrapped up [in darkness]. And when the stars
fall, dispersing...And when the pages [recorded deeds of people]
are spread...A soul will [then] know what it has brought [with it to

Judgement Day].”

In a Hadith found in Sahih Muslim, number 7420, the Holy prophet
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, warned that the only
wealth one truly possesses is connected to three things.

The first is what a person spends of their wealth on obtaining and
consuming food. A muslim should spend reasonably on food without
excessiveness, waste or extravagance as this can be considered a sin.
Chapter 7 Al A’raf, verse 31:

“...and eat and drink, but be not excessive. Indeed, He likes not those
who commit excess.”

It is vital for muslims to only consume the lawful as one's supplication is
rejected if they consume the unlawful according to a Hadith found in
Sahih Muslim, number 2346. If one’s supplication is rejected how can
the rest of their actions possibly be accepted by Allah, the Exalted?



The next thing one spends their true wealth on is on their clothes. Again,
a muslim should avoid extravagance and wasting as these people have
been labeled the siblings of the Devil. Chapter 17 Al Isra, verse 27:

“Indeed, the wasteful are brothers of the devils...”

A muslim should be pleased with nice, clean and simple clothing as this
IS an aspect of faith according to a Hadith found in Sunan lbn Majah,
number 4118.

The final wealth a person truly owns is what they send ahead to the
hereafter by spending in ways which are pleasing to Allah, the Exalted.
This includes spending on one's necessities and the necessities of their
dependents according to the teachings of Islam without waste,
excessiveness or extravagance.

To conclude, a muslim should remember that the first two things have
already been guaranteed by Allah, the Exalted, as they are a part of their
provision which cannot change and was allocated to them over fifty
thousand years before the creation of the Heavens and the Earth. This is
confirmed in a Hadith found in Sahih Muslim, number 6748. Therefore,
they should focus their efforts on the last aspect. All other forms of
obtaining and using wealth in reality, does not belong to a person and
will be left behind for others to enjoy even though they will be held
accountable for it on Judgment Day.



“When the sun is wrapped up [in darkness]. And when the stars
fall, dispersing...And when the pages [recorded deeds of people]
are spread...A soul will [then] know what it has brought [with it to

Judgement Day].”

One must prepare for their Final Judgement by using the blessings they
have been granted in ways pleasing to Allah, the Exalted.

In reality, in most cases nothing in this material world in itself is good or
bad, such as wealth. What makes a thing good or bad is the way it is
used. It is important to understand that the very purpose of everything
which was created by Allah, the Exalted, was for it to be used correctly
according to the teachings of Islam. When something is not used
correctly it in reality becomes useless. For example, wealth is useful in
both worlds when it is used correctly such as being spent on the
necessities of a person and their dependents. But it can become useless
and even a curse for its bearer if it is not used correctly, such as being
hoarded or spent on sinful things. Simply hoarding wealth causes wealth
to lose value. How can paper and metal coins one tucks away be
useful? In this respect, there is no difference between a blank piece of
paper and a note of money. It is only useful when it is used correctly.

So if a Muslim desires all their worldly possessions to become a blessing
for them in both worlds all they have to do is use them correctly
according to the teachings found in the Holy Quran and the traditions of
the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him. But if
they use them incorrectly then the same blessing will become a burden
and curse for them in both worlds. It is as simple as that.



“When the sun is wrapped up [in darkness]. And when the stars
fall, dispersing...And when the pages [recorded deeds of people]
are spread...A soul will [then] know what it has brought [with it to

Judgement Day].”

One must prepare for their Final Judgement by using the blessings they
have been granted in ways pleasing to Allah, the Exalted.

In a Hadith found in Jami At Tirmidhi, number 3154, the Holy Prophet
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, warned that those who
perform deeds for the sake of people, such as showing off, instead of
doing them for the pleasure of Allah, the Exalted, will be told to gain their
reward on Judgment Day from the people they acted for which in reality
IS not possible to do.

It is important to understand that the foundation of all deeds and even
Islam itself is one’s intention. It is the very thing which Allah, the Exalted,
judges people on according to a Hadith found in Sahih Bukhari, number
1. A muslim should ensure they perform all religious and useful worldly
actions for the sake of Allah, the Exalted, so that they gain reward from
Him in both worlds. A sign of this correct mentality is that this person
neither expects nor desires people to appreciate or show gratitude to
them for the deeds they perform. If one desires this then it indicates their
incorrect intention.

In addition, acting with the correct intention prevents sadness and
bitterness as the one who acts for the sake of people will eventually



encounter ungrateful people who will make them annoyed and bitter as
they feel they wasted their effort and time. Unfortunately, this is seen in
parents and relatives as they often fulfill their duties towards their
children and relatives for their sake instead of for the pleasure of Allah,
the Exalted. But the one who acts for the sake of Allah, the exalted, will
fulfill all their duties towards others such as their children and never
become bitter or enraged when they fail to show gratitude towards them.
This attitude leads to peace of mind and general happiness as they
know Allah, the Exalted, is fully aware of their righteous deed and will
reward them for it. This is the way all muslims must act otherwise they
may well be left empty handed on the Day of Judgment.



“When the sun is wrapped up [in darkness]. And when the stars
fall, dispersing...And when the pages [recorded deeds of people]
are spread...A soul will [then] know what it has brought [with it to

Judgement Day].”

One must prepare for their Final Judgement by using the blessings they
have been granted in ways pleasing to Allah, the Exalted.

In a Hadith found in Sahih Bukhari, number 103, the Holy Prophet
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, warned that whoever
has their deeds scrutinized by Allah, the Exalted, on Judgment Day will
be punished.

It is important for muslims to understand that even though enjoying the
lawful pleasures of this material world are not prohibited they often lead
to the unlawful. For example, vain speech is usually the first step before
sinful speech. In addition, the more one indulges in unnecessary lawful
things the longer their accountability will be on Judgment Day. One
should bear in mind that Judgment Day will be a difficult day. For
example, the Sun will be brought within two miles of the creation. This
has been confirmed in a Hadith found in Jami At Tirmidhi, number 2421.
Even though, a muslim may be forgiven and saved by Allah, the Exalted,
but none the less, the longer their accountability the greater stress they
will endure. Seeing as Judgment Day will be fifty thousand years long,
according to the Holy Quran, it does not make sense to enjoy a few
decades of lawful pleasures if it means one will face a difficult
accountability on a day which will last so long. Chapter 70 Al Ma’arij,
verse 4:



“...during a Day the extent of which is fifty thousand years.”

It is therefore best to lead a simple life in order to minimize one's
accountability on the Day of Judgment. It is one of the reasons why the
Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, advised in
a Hadith found in Sunan Ibn Majah, number 4118, that simplicity is a
part of faith.



“When the sun is wrapped up [in darkness]. And when the stars
fall, dispersing...And when the pages [recorded deeds of people]
are spread...A soul will [then] know what it has brought [with it to

Judgement Day].”

One must prepare for their Final Judgement by using the blessings they
have been granted in ways pleasing to Allah, the Exalted. One can
adopt the correct attitude when they understand the purpose of these
blessings.

Every worldly blessing a Muslim possesses is only a means which
should aid them in reaching the hereafter safely. It is not an end in itself.
For example, wealth is a means one should use in order to obey Allah,
the Exalted, by fulfilling the commands of Allah, the Exalted, fulfilling
their necessities and the necessities of their dependents. It is not an end
or an ultimate goal in itself.

This not only aids a Muslim in maintaining their focus on the hereafter
but it also aids them whenever they lose worldly blessings. When a
Muslim treats each worldly blessing, such as a child, as a means to
please Allah, the Exalted, and reach the hereafter safely then losing it
will not have such a detrimental impact on them. They may become sad,
which is an acceptable emotion, but they will not become grieved which
leads to impatience and other mental problems, such as depression.
This is because they firmly believe the worldly blessing they possessed
was only a means so losing it does not cause a loss in the ultimate goal
namely, Paradise, the loss of which is disastrous. Therefore, still
possessing and concentrating on the ultimate goal will prevent them
from becoming grieved.



In addition, they will understand that just like the thing they lost was only
a means they firmly believe they will be provided with another means to
reach and fulfil their ultimate goal by Allah, the Exalted. This will also
prevent them from grieving. Whereas, the one who believes their worldly
blessing is the end instead of a means will experience severe grief when
losing it as their whole purpose and objective has been lost. This grief
will lead to depression and other mental issues.

To conclude, Muslims should treat each blessing they possess as a
means to reach the hereafter safely not as an end in itself. This is how
one can possess things without being possessed by them. This is how
they can keep worldly things in their hands and not in their hearts.



“When the sun is wrapped up [in darkness]. And when the stars
fall, dispersing...And when the pages [recorded deeds of people]
are spread...A soul will [then] know what it has brought [with it to

Judgement Day].”

One must prepare for their Final Judgement by using the blessings they
have been granted in ways pleasing to Allah, the Exalted.

It is important for muslims to understand that whenever they face any
type of worldly failure or regrets they should remind themselves of the
regrets in the hereafter some people will have, such as the one
mentioned in chapter 89 Al Fajr, verse 24:

n»

“He will say, "Oh, | wish | had sent ahead [some good] for my life.

In this world one's regret will always be followed by another chance or
other options which they can pursue in order to gain success once
again. But the regret and failure of the hereafter is something which
cannot be rectified meaning, there are no second chances in the next
world. No one will have the opportunity to return to Earth in order to act
differently.

Therefore, every muslim should be more concerned with the failures
they may encounter in the hereafter over the failures and regrets of this



world. This does not mean one should not strive to achieve lawful
success in this world. It means they should always prioritise gaining
success in the hereafter over gaining success in this world. This is an
important mentality muslims should adopt before they reach a day where
reflecting on their failures and regrets will not help them in the slightest.
Chapter 89 Al Fajr, verse 23:

“‘And brought [within view], that Day, is Hell - that Day, man will
remember, but how [i.e., what good] to him will be the remembrance?”



“When the sun is wrapped up [in darkness]. And when the stars
fall, dispersing...And when Hellfire is set ablaze.”

The thing to remember is that in reality each person who will end up in
Hell takes the fire, which they will encounter in Hell, with them from this
world in the form of their sins. When a muslim engraves this reality into
their mind they will observe each sin, major or minor, as a piece of
unbearable fire. The same way a person avoids fire in this world they
should avoid sins as in reality sins are like hidden fire which will be
shown to them in the hereatfter.

In addition, a muslim should not live in heedlessness and believe they
can simply claim love for Allah, the Exalted, the Holy Prophet
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, and the Companions,
may Allah be pleased with them, without supporting this verbal
declaration with actions. If this was true then the Companions, may Allah
be pleased with them, would not have strived so hard in the obedience
of Allah, the Exalted, and they undoubtedly understood Islam and
Judgment Day better than the people after them. Simply put, a
declaration of love without actions will not save one from Hell. In fact, it
has been made clear that some muslims will enter Hell on Judgment
Day. The muslim who abandons acting on Islamic teachings should
understand that their attitude may cause them to lose their faith before
their death so that they enter Judgment Day as a non-muslim, which is
the greatest loss.

The same way one would not enter a battle without armour and a shield
a muslim should not enter Judgment Day without the armour and shield
of righteous deeds. Otherwise, the same way the soldier who has no



protection will most likely be harmed so will a muslim who reaches
Judgment Day without the protection provided by the obedience of Allah,
the Exalted, which involves fulfilling the commands of Allah, the Exalted,
refraining from His prohibitions and facing destiny with patience. A
muslim should remember that the luxuries and pleasures of the material
world they enjoyed will not make them feel better if they end up in Hell.
In fact, it will only make them feel worse.



“When the sun is wrapped up [in darkness]. And when the stars
fall, dispersing...And when Paradise is brought near.”

It is important to note, that one will only enter Paradise through the
mercy of Allah, the Exalted. This has been confirmed in a Hadith found
in Sahih Bukhari, number 5673. This is because every righteous deed is
only possible through the mercy of Allah, the Exalted, in the form of
knowledge, inspiration, strength and opportunity to do the deed. This
understanding prevents one from adopting pride which is vital to avoid
as only an atom’s worth of pride is needed to take a person to Hell. This
has been warned in a Hadith found in Sahih Muslim, number 267.

In addition, a muslim must understand that this mercy of Allah, the
Exalted, in the form of righteous deeds is in reality a light which one
must gather in this world if they desire to obtain a guiding light in the
hereafter. If a muslim lives in heedlessness and refrains from gathering
this light in the world by fulfilling the commands of Allah, the Exalted,
refraining from His prohibitions and by facing destiny with patience then
how can they expect to receive this guiding light in the hereafter?

All muslims desire to inhabit Paradise with the greatest servants of Allah,
the Exalted, such as the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings
be upon him. But it is important to understand that simply wishing for this
without action will not make it come true otherwise the Companions,
may Allah be pleased with them, would have done this. Simply put, the
more one strives in learning and acting on the traditions of the Holy
Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, the closer they
will be to him in the hereatfter.



The greatest blessing of Paradise is physically observing Allah, the
Exalted, which is discussed in a Hadith found in Sahih Bukhari, number
7436. If a muslim desires to obtain this unimaginable blessing they must
practically strive to achieve the level of excellence mentioned in a Hadith
found in Sahih Muslim, number 99. This is when one performs actions,
such as the prayer, as if they can observe Allah, the Exalted,
overlooking them. This attitude ensures one's persistent and sincere
obedience to Allah, the Exalted. It is hoped that the one who strives for
this level of faith will receive the blessing of physically observing Allah,
the Exalted, in the hereatfter.



“When the sun is wrapped up [in darkness]. And when the stars fall,
dispersing...And when Hellfire is set ablaze. And when Paradise is
brought near.”

In a Hadith found in Jami At Tirmidhi, number 2559, the Holy Prophet
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, advised that Paradise is
surrounded by hardships and Hell is surrounded by desires.

This means the path which leads to Paradise contains difficulties and
hardships. In most cases, a person cannot obtain good in this world without
going through some sort of difficulty, such as exerting one's energy, then
how can one believe they can obtain Paradise without facing difficulties? If
one turns the pages of history they will observe the righteous always faced
difficulties but as they knew the path of Paradise contained difficulties they
maintained their focus on the destination instead of the difficulties. In fact,
the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, once
declared that no one had been tested more than him in a Hadith found in
Jami At Tirmidhi, number 2472. Therefore, muslims must realize a fact that
facing some difficulties in this world is an extremely small price to pay to
obtain the permanent bliss of Paradise. Therefore, they should remain
patient through all difficulties while focusing on the destination.

The path to Hell is full of desires. This indicates the importance of
maintaining one's obedience to Allah, the Exalted, at all times by fulfilling
His commands, refraining from His prohibitions and by facing destiny with
patience. Even though it is not unlawful to enjoy lawful pleasures in this
world a muslim should minimize these as much as possible as these lawful



desires often lead to unlawful desires. It is why a Hadith found in Jami At
Tirmidhi, number 1205, advises that the one who behaves in such a
manner will safe guard their faith and honor. A muslim should never obey
their desires or the desires of others if it means they will disobey Allah, the
Exalted, as the pleasure of fulfilling desires vanishes quickly whereas the
regret and the potential punishment will last long.

To conclude, a desire fulfilled will not make one feel better if they end up in
Hell. And a difficulty one faces will not make them feel bad if they end up in
Paradise.
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