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Introduction

The following short book discusses the Devil’'s Strategy for misguiding
people. This discussion is based on Chapter 2 Al Bagarah, Verses 268-
269 of the Holy Quran:

“Satan threatens you with poverty and orders you to immorality, while
Allah promises you forgiveness from Him and bounty. And Allah is all-
Encompassing and Knowing. He gives wisdom to whom He wills, and
whoever has been given wisdom has certainly been given much good.
And none will remember except those of understanding.”

Implementing the lessons discussed will aid a Muslim to Achieve Noble
Character. According to the Hadith found in Jami At Tirmidhi, number
2003, the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him,
has advised that the heaviest thing in the Scales of Judgment Day will
be Noble Character. It is one of qualities of the Holy Prophet
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, which Allah, the Exalted,
complimented in Chapter 68 Al Qalam, Verse 4 of the Holy Quran:

“And indeed, you are of a great moral character.”

Therefore, it is a duty on all Muslims to gain and act on the teachings of
the Holy Quran and the traditions of the Holy Prophet Muhammad,
peace and blessings be upon him, in order to Achieve Noble Character.



The Devil’s Strategy

Chapter 2 - Al Baqarah, Verses 268-269
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“Satan threatens you with poverty and orders you to immorality, while Allah
promises you forgiveness from Him and bounty. And Allah is all-
Encompassing and Knowing.

He gives wisdom to whom He wills, and whoever has been given wisdom
has certainly been given much good. And none will remember except those
of understanding.”



“Satan threatens you...”

This verse is connected to chapter 29 Al Ankabut, verse 38:

“...And Satan had made pleasing to them their deeds and averted them
from the path...”

As mentioned in this verse the Devil fools people into committing sins and
making wrong decisions by beautifying the incorrect choice for them. This
occurs in situations when a person must make a choice between two or
more options. It also occurs when the choice is between the lawful and
unlawful and even between two lawful options. If the Devil cannot guide
someone to a sin then he attempts to guide them to the inferior option,
even if it is lawful, hoping it will lead to some sort of a sin, such as a person
complaining about life and destiny. The Devil beautifies a choice by
causing one to focus on its apparent benefit to such a degree that they lose
focus on the bigger picture and the consequences of the choice. An adult
then behaves like a child who makes choices without reflecting over the
consequences of their actions. This is one of the main reasons why people
commit sins. In reality, if one truly reflected on the punishment of sins they
would never commit them.

Something which helps in situations like this is to mentally take a step back
and assess the options by comparing their long-term benefits and harms.



Only when the lawful benefits of something outweighs the harm should a
person proceed. The other thing which helps is to deeply reflect on the
conseqguences of the potential options. Some choices might be lawful but if
one goes ahead with them it may make their life difficult in the long run. For
example, sometimes people rush into marriage with someone they
apparently love. They base their decision solely on their feelings instead of
reflecting on other more important aspects, for example, if their potential
future spouse will make a good life partner or a good parent and if they will
help them in their obedience to Allah, the Exalted. Many marriages have
ended in divorce because the couple did not reflect on the long term
implications of a potential marriage. Many people often claim their spouse
was very different before they got married but in most cases they have not
changed at all. The truth is that before marriage they did not spend so
much time with them so they did not observe certain characteristics which
became obvious after marriage.

Some often rush into action and later have regrets as their choice caused
them more trouble and in many cases the issue was not a big deal in the
first place. This type of action can only be avoided when one reflects on the
situation and observes the bigger picture meaning, the wider and long-term
implications and consequences of taking a step forward.

One should not only assess if something is lawful or unlawful before
making a decision. Even though, this is the most important thing to
consider yet, it is not the only thing. As many lawful incorrect choices,
which are beautified by the Devil, can lead to trouble further on in life.



To sum up, before making any choice a person must take a step back and
reflect deeply over its lawfulness and its potential long-term benefits and
harms under the guidance of the Holy Quran and the traditions of the Holy
Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him. Whoever acts like
this will rarely make a wrong choice they later regret.



“Satan threatens you...”

The Devil tries to convince Muslims to always observe those who are
worse than them in behaviour in order to justify their lack of striving in the
obedience of Allah, the Exalted, and improving their character and
behaviour for the better. For example, a Muslim who offers their obligatory
prayers once in a while will observe someone who does not pray at all in
order to make themself feel better. A thief will look at a murderer and
convince themself stealing is not so bad. The examples are endless. It is
very strange how these Muslims so easily observe those who appear
worse than them in order to justify their lack of effort in obeying Allah, the
Exalted, but these same people will not observe those who are in a worse
off position than them when they face difficulties. For example, the person
who suffers from back pain will not observe the one who is physically
disabled so that it prevents them from complaining. This attitude has
specifically been advised by the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and
blessings be upon him, in a Hadith found in Jami At Tirmidhi, number 2513.

In addition, if observing those who appear worse in their behaviour does
not save one from punishment in a worldly court, such as a thief being
pardoned by a judge because there are many murderers in the world, how
can one imagine this excuse will hold up in the court of Allah, the Exalted?

Muslims should therefore avoid this trap of the Devil by observing those
who appear better than them so that they are inspired to improve their
character and behaviour progressively for the pleasure of Allah, the



Exalted. This is what Allah, the Exalted, demands meaning, He does not
demand perfection.



“Satan threatens you...”

It is important to understand that no matter how much religious knowledge
one obtains or how much worship and righteous deeds they perform they
will never be safe from the attacks and traps of the Devil. This is because
the Devil attacks each person according to how much knowledge they
possess and how much righteous deeds they perform. For example, he will
try to convince the Muslim who is strict in offering their obligatory prayers
not to offer them in congregation at the Mosque or by convincing them to
delay their obligatory prayers beyond their starting times as he knows he
will not be able to convince them to completely abandon the obligatory
prayers. Whereas, in respect to the Muslim who is struggling to establish
their obligatory prayers he will attempt to convince them that they are too
difficult to establish therefore they should only offer them when they are
completely free. He tries to convince those who perform many voluntary
righteous deeds not to gain and act on Islamic knowledge in order to
improve their character so that they continue to destroy their good deeds
through bad characteristics such as, lying and backing.

The Devil aims to prevent a person from a reaching a higher level if he
cannot convince them to fall in rank through disobedience to Allah, the
Exalted. Therefore, Muslims should always be on guard against his attacks
and traps by persistently striving to increase in rank, improve their
character and avoid acts of disobedience which is all achieved by gaining
and acting on Islamic knowledge.



“Satan threatens you with poverty...while Allah promises
you...bounty...”

The Devil directly and indirectly, through people, prevents Muslims from
using their blessings in ways pleasing to Allah, the Exalted, by scaring
them with poverty. This poverty can be literal such as becoming financially
poor or poverty in respect of worldly happiness. Meaning, he scares a
Muslim into believing that when they use their blessings in ways pleasing to
Allah, the Exalted, they will become poor in respect to happiness. He
convinces them that they will only obtain the wealth of happiness when
they use their blessings in ways pleasing to themself. A Muslim must
therefore obtain and act on Islamic knowledge in order to obtain certainty of
faith in the promise of Allah, the Exalted. For example, in a Hadith found in
Jami At Tirmidhi, number 2029, the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and
blessings be upon him, advised that charity does not decrease one's
wealth. The one who does not possess knowledge will find this hard to
believe with certainty so that it encourages them to spend in ways pleasing
to Allah, the Exalted. Instead, they will outwardly believe in the Hadith
without taking action. Therefore, Islamic knowledge is required if one
desires to use their blessings in ways pleasing to Allah, the Exalted. For the
sake of clarification, the Hadith means that whatever a Muslim spends for
the sake of Allah, the Exalted, in respect to any blessing, such as time,
Allah, the Exalted, will compensate them. This compensation will be much
more than what they originally used. Chapter 2 Al Bagarah, verse 245:

“‘Who is it that would loan Allah a goodly loan so He may multiply it for him
many times over?...”



For example, Allah, the Exalted, may grant the one who spends for His
sake with financial opportunities which leads to an overall increase in
wealth. In addition, this could be referring to the reality that whatever is
destined to be spent on a person, which is their true wealth, can never
change irrespective of their behaviour or the behaviour of the entire
creation. In fact, a person’s provision was allocated to them over fifty
thousand years before Allah, the Exalted, created the Heavens and the
Earth. This is confirmed in a Hadith found in Sahih Muslim, number 6748.
So in reality, one’s charity will not change the amount of wealth which is
destined to be spent on them, such as wealth spent on their food.

In addition, all Muslims have faith in Islam but the strength of their faith
varies from person to person. For example, the one who follows the
teachings of Islam because their family told them to is not the same as the
one who believes in it through evidence. A person who has heard about
something will not believe in it in the same way as the one who has
witnessed the thing with their own eyes.

As confirmed in a Hadith found in Sunan Ibn Majah, number 224, gaining
useful knowledge is a duty on all Muslims. One of the reasons for this is
that it is the best way a Muslim can strengthen their faith in Islam. This is
important to pursue as the stronger one’s certainty of faith the greater the
chance they will remain steadfast on the correct path, especially when
facing difficulties. In addition, having certainty of faith has been described
as one of the best things one can possess in a Hadith found in Sunan lbn
Majah, number 3849. This knowledge should be obtained by studying the
Holy Quran and the Hadith of the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and
blessings be upon him, through a reliable source.



Allah, the Exalted, did not only declare a truth in the Holy Quran but He
also provided evidence for it through examples. Not only examples which
are to be found in the past nations but examples which have been placed in
one's very own life. For example, in the Holy Quran Allah, the Exalted,
advises that sometimes a person loves a thing even though it will cause
them trouble if they obtained it. Similarly, they might hate a thing while
there is much hidden good in it for them. Chapter 2 Al Bagarah, verse 216:

“...But perhaps you hate a thing and it is good for you; and perhaps you
love a thing and it is bad for you. And Allah knows, while you know not.”

There are many examples of this truth in history such as the Pact of
Hudaiba. Some Muslims believed this pact, which was made with the non-
Muslims of Mecca, would completely favour the latter group. Yet, history
clearly shows that it favoured Islam and the Muslims. This event is
discussed in the Hadiths found in Sahih Bukhari, numbers 2731 and 2732.

If one reflects on their own life they will find many examples when they
believed something was good when it was actually bad for them and vice
versa. These examples prove the authenticity of this verse and help one's
faith strengthen.



Another example is found in chapter 79 An Naziat, verse 46:

“It will be, on the Day they see it (Judgement Day) as though they had not
remained [in the world] except for an afternoon or a morning thereof.”

If one turns the pages of history they will clearly observe how great empires
came and went. But when they left they passed away in such a way as if
they were only on Earth for a moment. All but a few of their signs have
faded away as if they were never present on Earth in the first place.
Similarly, when one reflects on their own life they will realise that no matter
how old they are and no matter how slow certain days might have felt
overall their life so far has passed in a flash. Understanding the truthfulness
of this verse strengthens one's certainty of faith and this inspires them to
prepare for the hereafter before their time runs out.

The Holy Quran and the Hadith of the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace
and blessings be upon him, are full of such examples. Therefore, one
should strive to learn and act on these divine teachings so that they adopt
certainty of faith. The one who achieves this will not be shaken by any
difficulty they face and will remain steadfast on the path which leads to the
gates of Paradise. Chapter 41 Fussilat, verse 53:

“‘We will show them Our signs in the horizons and within themselves until it
becomes clear to them that it is the truth...”



“Satan threatens you with poverty...while Allah promises
you...bounty...”

The Devil directly and indirectly, through people, prevents Muslims from
using their blessings in ways pleasing to Allah, the Exalted, by scaring
them with poverty. This poverty can be literal such as becoming financially
poor or poverty in respect of worldly happiness. Meaning, he scares a
Muslim into believing that when they use their blessings in ways pleasing to
Allah, the Exalted, they will become poor in respect to happiness. He
convinces them that they will only obtain the wealth of happiness when
they use their blessings in ways pleasing to themself. A Muslim must
therefore obtain and act on Islamic knowledge in order to obtain certainty of
faith in the promise of Allah, the Exalted.

Therefore, it is important for Muslims to use the blessings they possess in
ways pleasing to Allah, the Exalted, which involves fulfilling His commands,
refraining from His prohibitions and facing destiny with patience as Allah,
the Exalted, has guaranteed a good life in both worlds for the one who
behaves in this manner. Chapter 16 An Nabhl, verse 97:

“Whoever does righteousness, whether male or female, while he is a
believer - We will surely cause him to live a good life, and We will surely
give them their reward [in the Hereafter] according to the best of what they
used to do.”



This good life will protect a Muslim from severe grief, depression and other
extreme moods and mental disorders which can destroy a person's life.
Even though, Muslims will face difficulties which will sadden them but if
they obey Allah, the Exalted, this sadness will never become extreme and
effect their entire life on a long term basis. This is because a Muslim who
strives in the obedience of Allah, the Exalted, has an excellent reason to
continue moving forward through their difficulty without giving up and
turning to depression and even suicide. For example, they look forward to
the countless reward which will be granted to the patient. Chapter 39 Az
Zumar, verse 10:

“...Indeed, the patient will be given their reward without account [i.e., limit].”

Whereas, the Muslim who does not strive in the obedience of Allah, the
Exalted, and only claims the title of being a Muslim with their tongue will not
be granted this attitude and a good life. And whenever they face difficulties
it will drive them to extreme moods and mental disorders which will destroy
their entire life.



“Satan threatens you with poverty...while Allah promises
you...bounty...”

This threat is one of the main reasons why people adopt an extreme love
for wealth.

In a Hadith found in Jami At Tirmidhi, number 2376, the Holy Prophet
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, warned that craving for
wealth and status is more destructive to one's faith than the destruction
caused by two hungry wolves which are set free on a herd of sheep.

The first type of craving for wealth is when one has extreme love for wealth
and strives without fatigue to acquire it through lawful means. To behave in
such a manner is not the sign of wise person as a Muslim should firmly
believe their provision is guaranteed to them and this allotment can never
change. In fact, the provision of the creation was allocated over fifty
thousand years before the creation of the Heavens and the Earth. This is
confirmed in a Hadith found in Sahih Muslim, number 6748. This person
will undoubtedly neglect their duties as they are too preoccupied with
obtaining wealth. A body which is too busy acquiring wealth will never
prepare adequately for the hereafter. In fact, this person will dedicate so
much effort to acquiring wealth that they may not even get a chance to
enjoy it. Instead, they will depart this world and leave it behind for other
people to enjoy even though they will be held accountable for it. This
person may acquire wealth lawfully but they will still not find peace of mind
as no matter how much they obtain they will only desire more. This person
is needy and therefore, a real pauper even if they possess much wealth.



The only craving which is beneficial is craving for accumulating true wealth
namely, righteous deeds in order to prepare for one's day of return.

The second type of craving for wealth is similar to the first type but in
addition to it this type of person acquires wealth through unlawful means
and fails to fulfil the rights of people, such as the obligatory charity. The
Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, has warned
against this in many Hadiths. For example, in a Hadith found in Sahih
Muslim, number 6576, he warned that this attitude destroyed the past
nations as they made unlawful things lawful, withheld the rights of others
and killed others for the sake of excess wealth. This person strives for the
wealth they are not entitled to which leads to countless major sins. When
one adopts this attitude they become intensely greedy. As warned by the
Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, in a Hadith
found in Jami At Tirmidhi, number 1961, the greedy person is far from
Allah, the Exalted, far from Paradise, far from people and close to Hell. In
fact, a Hadith found in Sunan An Nasai, number 3114, warns that extreme
greed and true faith will never combine in the heart of a true Muslim.



“Satan threatens you with poverty...while Allah promises
you...bounty...”

In a Hadith found in Sahih Muslim, number 6748, the Holy Prophet
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, advised that Allah, the
Exalted, allocated all things, such as provision, to all creatures over fifty
thousand years before He created the Heavens and the Earth.

It is important to understand that there are two aspects in respect to all
situations, such as gaining one's provision. The first aspect is what Allah,
the Exalted, has decided meaning, destiny; this will occur and nothing in
creation can prevent this from occurring. As this is out of a person's hands
it makes no sense to stress over this aspect as they have no influence on
destiny irrespective of what they or anybody else does.

The second aspect is one's own efforts. This aspect a person has full
control over and they should therefore concentrate on this aspect by using
the means they have been provided such as their physical strength to obey
Allah, the Exalted, by fulfiling His commands, refraining from His
prohibitions and by facing destiny with patience, which they have no control
over, according to the traditions of the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace
and blessings be upon him. This includes striving to gain lawful provision in
order to fulfill their needs and the needs of their dependents while avoiding
the unlawful, excess, waste and extravagance.



To conclude, a Muslim should never waste time stressing over things they
have no control or influence over instead they should use the means they
possess and act on those things which they have control over according to
the teachings of Islam. This is what Allah, the Exalted, has commanded.



“Satan threatens you with poverty...while Allah promises
you...bounty...”

As discussed earlier, Muslims should strive against the threats of the Deuvil
by gaining and acting on Islamic knowledge. They should not avoid this and
wait until this threat becomes ineffective on them, such as on their
deathbed, as using one’s blessings correctly at this time is not so profitable.

In a Hadith found in Sunan Abu Dawud, number 2866, the Holy Prophet
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, advised that giving charity
during one's life time is 100 times better than giving it at the time of death.

This is important to understand as many Muslims foolishly believe they can
either hoard their wealth or spend it in ways pleasing to their own desires
instead of in ways pleasing to Allah, the Exalted, and when they reach their
death beds they will then donate large amounts of wealth. First of all, as
warned in this Hadith a Muslim will lose much reward behaving in this
manner. This is because they have realized that they are departing from
this world and their precious wealth has now become insignificant and
useless to them as they cannot take it with them. Giving something useless
to Allah, the Exalted, is not the characteristic of a true Muslim in fact, it
contradicts true belief and piety. Chapter 3 Alee Imran, verse 92:



“Never will you attain the good [reward] until you spend [in the way of Allah]
from that which you love...”

A Muslim should therefore be kind to themself and spend in ways which are
pleasing to Allah, the Exalted, which includes spending on their own
necessities and the necessities of their dependents without waste,
excessiveness or extravagance. They should not wait for their last moment
as this might come suddenly and spending at this time will not be so fruitful
for them anyway.



“Satan...orders you to immorality...”

A Hadith found in Sahih Bukhari, number 3294, advises that whichever
path the second rightly guided Caliph of Islam, Umar Bin Khataab, may
Allah be pleased with him, took the Devil would take a different path,
meaning, out of fear of him. One of the reasons why the Devil acted in this
way was because he had little influence over Umar Bin Khataab, may Allah
be pleased with him. The Devil cannot physically force someone to commit
sins. He instead encourages them to do so through whisperings. But in
order for them to be effective he requires a person to possess some sort of
worldly desire. Then through his whisperings he encourages the growth of
this worldly desire until it drives the person to act on it thereby committing a
sin. The reason the Devil had little effect on Umar Bin Khataab, may Allah
be pleased with him, was because he had removed worldly desires from
his heart. His only desires were connected to pleasing Allah, the Exalted.
Therefore, if Muslims desire to minimise the effect the Devil has on them
they should remove unnecessary desires from their heart. This only occurs
when one refrains from indulging in the excess and unnecessary aspects of
this material world. The more they do this the more these worldly desires
will leave their heart until they reach a point where they only desire to
please Allah, the Exalted, in all their actions. The Devil will flee from this
person as he knows he will have little effect on them. But the more one
indulges in the unnecessary aspects of this material world the more worldly
desires they will possess and therefore, the more influence the Devil will
have over them.



“Satan...orders you to immorality...”

In a Hadith found in Jami At Tirmidhi, number 2012, the Holy Prophet
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, advised that thinking things
through is from Allah, the Exalted, while being hasty is from the Deuvil.

This is an extremely important teaching to understand and act on as
Muslims who perform much righteous deeds often destroy them through
hastiness. For example, they may utter some evil words in a fit of rage
which may cause them to plunge into Hell on Judgment Day. This has
been warned in a Hadith found in Jami At Tirmidhi, number 2314,

The vast majority of sins and difficulties, such as arguments, occur
because people fail to think things through and instead act in a hasty way.
The sign of intelligence is when one thinks before speaking or acting and
only precedes when they know their speech or action is good and
beneficial in worldly or religious matters.

Even though, a Muslim should not delay in performing righteous deeds yet,
they should still think things through before performing them. This is
because a righteous deed may receive no reward simply because its
conditions and etiquettes have not been fulfiled because of one's
hastiness. In this respect, one should only move forward in any matter after
they have thought things through.



The one who behaves in this manner will not only minimize their sins and
increase their obedience to Allah, the Exalted, but they will minimize the

difficulties they encounter, such as arguments and disagreements, in all
aspects of their life.



“Satan threatens you with poverty and orders you to immorality...”

This verse reminds Muslims the importance of remaining steadfast
whenever they are attacked by their enemies namely, the Devil, their inner
Devil and those who invite them towards the disobedience of Allah, the
Exalted. A Muslim should not turn their back on the obedience of Allah, the
Exalted, whenever they are tempted by these enemies. They should
instead remain steadfast on the obedience to Allah, the Exalted, which
involves fulfilling His commands, refraining from His prohibitions and facing
destiny with patience. This is achieved by avoiding the places, things and
people who invite and tempt them towards sins and the disobedience of
Allah, the Exalted. Avoiding the traps of the Devil is only achieved through
gaining and acting on Islamic knowledge. The same way traps on a path
are only avoided by possessing knowledge of them similarly; Islamic
knowledge is required to avoid the traps of the Devil. For example, a
Muslim might spend much time reciting the Holy Quran but because of their
ignorance they might destroy their righteous deeds without realising it
through sins such as, backbiting. A Muslim is bound to face these attacks
so they should therefore prepare for them through the sincere obedience of
Allah, the Exalted, and in return gain an uncountable reward. Allah, the
Exalted, has guaranteed right guidance for those who struggle in this way
for His sake. Chapter 29 Al Ankabut, verse 69:

“And those who strive for Us - We will surely guide them to Our ways...”

Whereas facing these attacks with ignorance and disobedience will only
lead one to difficulties and disgrace in both worlds. The same way a solider



that possesses no weapons to defend themself would be defeated; an
ignorant Muslim will have no weapon to defend themself when facing these
attacks which will result in their defeat. Whereas, the knowledgeable
Muslim is provided with the most powerful weapon which cannot be
overcome or beaten namely, sincere obedience of Allah, the Exalted. This

iIs only achieved through sincerely gaining and acting on Islamic
knowledge.



“...while Allah promises you forgiveness from Him...”

Allah, the Exalted, conceals and covers the faults of His repentant servants
without punishing them or holding it against them in anyway.

A Muslim should therefore never lose hope in the mercy of Allah, the
Exalted, as this leads to unbelief. Chapter 12 Yusuf, verse 87:

“...and despair not of relief from Allah. Indeed, no one despairs of relief
from Allah except the disbelieving people.”

A Muslim should understand that the forgiveness of Allah, the Exalted, is
unlimited while their sins will always be limited. The limited can never
overcome the unlimited. But it is important to note this applies to the one
who repents sincerely not the person who continues sinning believing they
will be forgiven. This is merely wishful thinking not true hope in the
forgiveness of Allah, the Exalted. Sincere repentance involves feeling
remorse, seeking forgiveness from Allah, the Exalted, and if necessary
from people, sincerely promising to refrain from the same or similar sin
again and making up for any rights which have been violated in respect to
Allah, the Exalted, and people.



Muslims should act on this blessed divine name by overlooking and
forgiving the mistakes of others. It is logical to understand that if one
desires the forgiveness of Allah, the Exalted, they should learn to forgive
others. Chapter 24 An Nur, verse 22:

“...and let them pardon and overlook. Would you not like that Allah should
forgive you? And Allah is Forgiving and Merciful.”



“...while Allah promises you...bounty...”

Allah, the Exalted, is the One who is infinitely bountiful and bestows favours
and blessings without recompense or external cause. He gives generously
without being asked.

The Muslim who understands this divine name will always seek bounty and
blessings from Allah, the Exalted, as they know the Bestower loves to be
asked. This is confirmed in a Hadith found in Jami At Tirmidhi, number
3571. But it is important to note, the one who seeks bounty from the
Bestower should know it is not gained through His disobedience. Any
worldly blessings obtained through the disobedience of Allah, the Exalted,
will only become a burden for its possessor in both worlds. A Muslim
should instead strive to obtain beneficial blessings from the Bestower by
fulfilling His commands, refraining from His prohibitions and by facing
destiny with patience. When a Muslim truly understands that all blessings
have been given by the Bestower they will show true gratitude to Him. This
is when one uses all the blessings they possess according to the pleasure
of Allah, the Exalted. This leads to an increase in blessings. Chapter 14
Ibrahim, verse 7:

‘And [remember] when your Lord proclaimed, 'If you are grateful, | will
surely increase you [in favor]...”



A Muslim should act on this divine name by bestowing the blessings they
have been given to others for the pleasure of Allah, the Exalted. The one
who gives to others will be given more than they could have ever imagined.
Chapter 2 Al Bagarah, verse 245:

“Who is it that would loan Allah a goodly loan so He may multiply it for him
many times over? And it is Allah who withholds and grants abundance, and
to Him you will be returned.”



“...while Allah promises you forgiveness from Him and bounty...”

In a Hadith found in Jami At Tirmidhi, number 2465, the Holy Prophet
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, advised that whoever
prioritises the hereafter over this material world will be granted
contentment, their affairs will be corrected for them and they will receive
their destined provision in an easy way.

This half of the Hadith means that whoever correctly fulfils their duties in
respect to Allah, the Exalted, and to the creation, such as providing for their
family in a lawful manner while avoiding the excess of this material world
will be granted contentment. This is when one is pleased with what they
possess without being greedy and actively striving to obtain more worldly
things. In reality, the one who is content with what they possess is a truly
rich person even if they possess little wealth as they become independent
of things. Independence of anything makes one rich in respect to it.

In addition, this attitude will allow one to comfortably deal with any worldly
Issues which may arise during their life. This is because the less one
interacts with the material world and focuses on the hereafter the less
worldly issues they will face. The less worldly issues a person faces the
more comfortable their life will become. For example, the one who
possesses one house will have fewer issues to deal with in respect to it,
such as a broken cooker, than the one who possesses ten houses. Finally,
this person will easily and pleasantly obtain their lawful provision. Not only
this but Allah, the Exalted, will place such grace in their provision that it will



cover all their responsibilities and necessities meaning, it will satisfy them
and their dependents.

But as mentioned in the other half of this Hadith the one who prioritises the
material world over the hereafter meaning, by neglecting their duties or
striving for the unnecessary and excess of this material world will find that
their need, meaning greed, for worldly things is never satisfied which by
definition makes them poor even if they possess much wealth. These
people will go from one worldly issue to another throughout the day failing
to achieve contentment as they have opened too many worldly doors. And
they will receive their destined provision with difficulty and it will not give
them satisfaction and never seem enough to fill their greed. This may even
push them towards the unlawful which only leads to a loss in both worlds.



“...while Allah promises you forgiveness from Him and bounty...”

Muslims often question how they can build up and strengthen their trust in
Allah, the Exalted, especially during difficulties. One of the main ways of
doing this is through the sincere obedience of Allah, the Exalted, by fulfilling
His commands, refraining from His prohibitions and by facing destiny with
patience. This is because the one who is disobedient to Allah, the Exalted,
will always believe Allah, the Exalted, will not help them which in turn
weakens their trust in Him. Whereas, the obedient Muslim will firmly believe
that as they have fulfilled their duties Allah, the Exalted, will definitely
respond to them in their moment of need which in turn strengthens their
trust in Allah, the Exalted.

In addition, a Hadith found in Sahih Bukhari, number 7405, advises that
Allah, the Exalted, responds to a person according to their perception of
Him. The disobedient person will always have negative thoughts about
Allah, the Exalted, because of their disobedience. Whereas, an obedient
Muslim will always have positive thoughts about Allah, the Exalted,
because of their obedience. This thinking can weaken or strengthen a
Muslim’s trust in Allah, the Exalted. The obedient Muslim trusts that if they
fulfilled their side of a business contract their business partner would do the
same. Similarly, an obedient Muslim trusts that as they through the mercy
of Allah, the Exalted, have fulfilled their duties Allah, the Exalted, will fulfil
His promises by aiding them throughout their life especially, through
difficulties. Whereas, the one who does not fulfil their side of a business
contract would not trust or hope that their business partner will fulfil their
side. Similarly, a disobedient person would not trust that Allah, the Exalted,
would aid them as they failed to fulfil their duties.



To conclude, having and building trust in Allah, the Exalted, is directly
linked to His obedience. The more one is obedient the more they will trust
in Him. The less they are obedient they less they will trust in Him.



“...while Allah promises you forgiveness from Him and bounty...”

This verse is connected to chapter 47 Muhammad, verse 7:

“O you who have believed, if you support Allah, He will support you and
plant firmly your feet.”

This verse means that if one aids Islam then Allah, the Exalted, will help
them in both worlds. It is strange how countless people desire the help of
Allah, the Exalted, yet do not fulfil the first part of this verse through the
sincere obedience of Allah, the Exalted, by fulfilling His commands,
refraining from His prohibitions and by facing destiny with patience. The
excuse most people give is that they do not have time to perform righteous
deeds. They desire the help of Allah, the Exalted, yet will not make time to
do the things which please Him. Does this make sense? Those who do not
fulfil the obligatory duties and then expect the aid of Allah, the Exalted, in
their moment of need are quite foolish. And those who do fulfil the
obligatory duties yet refuse to go beyond them will find that the aid they
receive is limited. How one behaves is how they are treated. The more time
and energy dedicated to Allah, the Exalted, the more support they will
receive. It really is that simple.

A Muslim needs to understand that the majority of the obligatory duties,
such as the five daily prayers, only takes a small amount of time in one's



day. A Muslim cannot expect to barely dedicate an hour a day to offering
the obligatory prayers and then neglect Allah, the Exalted, for the rest of
the day and still expect His continuous support through all difficulties. A
person would dislike a friend who treated them in such a manner. How then
can one treat Allah, the Exalted, the Lord of the worlds, like this then?

Some only dedicate extra time to pleasing Allah, the Exalted, when they
encounter a worldly problem then demand Him to fix it as if they done
Allah, the Exalted, a favour by performing voluntary good deeds. This
foolish mentality clearly contradicts servanthood to Allah, the Exalted. It is
amazing how this type of person finds time to do all their other leisurely
activities, such as spending time with family and friends, watching TV and
attending social functions yet finds no time to dedicate to pleasing Allah,
the Exalted. They cannot seem to find time to recite and adopt the
teachings of the Holy Quran. They do not seem to find time to study and
act on the traditions of the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings
be upon him. These people somehow find wealth to spend on their
unnecessary luxuries yet seem to find no wealth to donate in voluntary
charity.

It is important to understand that a Muslim will be treated according to how
they behave. Meaning, if a Muslim dedicates extra time to please Allah, the
Exalted, then they will find the support they need to journey through all
difficulties safely. But if they fail to fulfil the obligatory duties or only fulfil
them without dedicating any other time to pleasing Allah, the Exalted, then
they will find a similar response from Allah, the Exalted. Put simply, the
more one gives the more they shall receive. If one does not give much they
should not expect much in return.



“Satan threatens you with poverty and orders you to immorality, while
Allah promises you forgiveness from Him and bounty...”

This verse also indicates the difference between hope in Allah, the Exalted,
and wishful thinking. The wishful thinker will obey the Devil yet expect the
forgiveness and bounty of Allah, the Exalted. Whereas, the one who truly
hopes in the forgiveness and bounty of Allah, the Exalted, will disobey the
Devil and instead sincerely obey Allah, the Exalted.

In a Hadith found in Jami At Tirmidhi, number 2459, the Holy Prophet
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, described the difference
between true hope in the mercy of Allah, the Exalted, and wishful thinking.
True hope is when one controls their soul by avoiding the disobedience of
Allah, the Exalted, and actively struggles for preparing for the hereafter.
Whereas, the foolish wishful thinker follows their desires and then expects
Allah, the Exalted, to forgive them and fulfill their wishes.

It is important for Muslims not to confuse these two attitudes so that they
avoid living and dying as a wishful thinker as this person is highly unlikely
to succeed in this world or the next. Wishful thinking is like a farmer who
fails to prepare the land for planting, fails to plant seeds, fails to water the
land and then expects to harvest a huge crop. This is plain foolishness and
this farmer is highly unlikely to succeed. Whereas, true hope is like a
farmer who prepares the land, plants seeds, waters the land and then
hopes Allah, the Exalted, will bless them with a huge harvest. The key
difference is that the one who possesses true hope will actively strive to
obey Allah, the Exalted, by fulfilling His commands, refraining from His



prohibitions and by facing destiny with patience according to the traditions
of the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him. And
whenever they slip up they sincerely repent. Whereas, the wishful thinker
will not actively strive in obeying Allah, the Exalted, and instead follow their
desires and still expect Allah, the Exalted, to forgive them and fulfill their
wishes.

Muslims must therefore learn the key difference so that they can abandon
wishful thinking and instead adopt true hope in Allah, the Exalted, which
always leads to nothing except good and success in both worlds. This has
been indicated in a Hadith found in Sahih Bukhari, number 7405.



“...And Allah is all-Encompassing...”

The generosity, mercy and control of Allah, the Exalted, extends to all
things and He is never preoccupied from one thing thereby being distracted
from another. The vastness of His mercy and the blessings He has
generously bestowed on the creation are truly uncountable. Chapter 16 An
Nahl, verse 18:

“And if you should count the favors of Allah, you could not enumerate
them.”

The Muslim who understands this divine name will strike a balance
between fear and hope as they know Allah, the Exalted, is vast in both
mercy and power. His mercy inspires hope while His power inspires fear.

A Muslim should act on this divine nhame by adopting good character which
extends far and wide by effecting everyone they are in contact with in a
positive way. They should constrict the number of negative characteristics
they possess until they remove them entirely from their character.



“...Allah is...Knowing.”

Allah, the Exalted, is All Knowing as nothing escapes His knowledge
whether in the Heavens or the Earth whether visible or not. The knowledge
of Allah, the Exalted, has no limit, it has no beginning and no end and it is
innate meaning, no one gave it to Him. Every creation which possesses
knowledge has been granted it by none other than Allah, the Exalted. The
knowledge of the creation is limited and has a beginning. Allah, the
Exalted, is fully aware of one's outer and inner beings at all time.

The Muslim who understands this divine name will refrain from sins both
outward and inward rightfully believing Allah, the Exalted, knows all this
and will hold them accountable for their actions. In addition, they will not
stress about worldly issues understanding that Allah, the Exalted, is fully
aware of them and will respond to them at the right time.

A Muslim should act on this divine name by striving to gain and act on
useful knowledge both worldly and religious which is the path of piety. This
Is the true inheritor of the Holy Prophets, peace be upon them, which has
been indicated in a Hadith found in Sunan Ibn Majah, number 223.



“Satan threatens you with poverty and orders you to immorality, while
Allah promises you forgiveness from Him and bounty...He gives
wisdom to whom He wills, and whoever has been given wisdom has
certainly been given much good...”

As discussed earlier, the only one who will overcome the threats and
whisperings of the Devil is the one who gains and acts on Islamic
knowledge so that they obtain certainty of faith. This is in fact the wisdom
mentioned in verse 269. Wisdom helps a person to use the knowledge they
possess in the correct way so that they benefit themself and others.

The Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, advised
in a Hadith found in Jami At Tirmidhi, number 2645, that when Allah, the
Exalted, desires to give someone good He provides them with Islamic
knowledge.

There is no doubt that every Muslim irrespective of the strength of their
faith desires good in both worlds. Even though many Muslims incorrectly
believe that this good which they desire lies in fame, wealth, authority,
companionship and their career this Hadith makes it crystal clear that true
lasting good lies in gaining and acting on Islamic knowledge. It is important
to note a branch of religious knowledge is useful worldly knowledge
whereby one earns lawful provision in order to fulfil their necessities and
the necessities of their dependents. Even though the Holy Prophet
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, has pointed out where
good lies yet it is a shame how many Muslims do not place much value in
this. They in most cases only strive to obtain the bare minimum of Islamic



knowledge in order to fulfil their obligatory duties and fail to acquire and act
on more such as the traditions of the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and
blessings be upon him. Instead they dedicate their efforts on worldly things
believing true good is found there. Many Muslims fail to appreciate that the
righteous predecessors had to journey for weeks on end just to learn a
single verse or Hadith of the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and
blessings be upon him, whereas today one can study Islamic teachings
without leaving their home. Yet, many fail to make use of this blessing
given to the modern day Muslims. Out of His infinite mercy Allah, the
Exalted, through his Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be
upon him, has not only pointed out where true good lies but He has also
placed this good at one's finger tips. Allah, the Exalted, has informed
mankind of where an eternal buried treasure is located which can solve all
the problems they may encounter in both worlds. But Muslims will only
obtain this good once they struggle to acquire and act on it.



“Satan threatens you with poverty and orders you to immorality, while
Allah promises you forgiveness from Him and bounty...He gives
wisdom to whom He wills, and whoever has been given wisdom has
certainly been given much good...”

As discussed earlier, the only one who will overcome the threats and
whisperings of the Devil is the one who gains and acts on Islamic
knowledge so that they obtain certainty of faith. This is in fact the wisdom
mentioned in verse 269. Wisdom helps a person to use the knowledge they
possess in the correct way so that they benefit themself and others. It also
allows one to understand the purpose of this world and the blessings in it. It
encourages one to compare this world to the next in order to understand
how they should live in this world.

In a Hadith found in Sunan Ibn Majah, number 4108, the Holy Prophet
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, advised that the material
world compared to the hereafter is like a drop of water compared to an
ocean.

In reality, this parable was given in order for people to understand how
small the material world is compared to the hereafter. But in reality they
cannot be compared as the material world is temporal whereas the
hereafter is eternal. Meaning, the limited cannot be compared to the
unlimited. The material world can be split into four categories: fame,
fortune, authority and one's social life, such as their family and friends. No
matter what worldly blessing one obtains which falls within these groups it
will always be imperfect, transient and death will cut a person off from the



blessing. On the other hand, the blessings in the hereafter are lasting and
perfect. So in this respect the material world is no more than a drop
compared to an endless ocean.

In addition, a person is not guaranteed to experience a long life in this
world as the time of death is unknown. Whereas, everyone is guaranteed to
experience death and reach the hereafter. So it is foolish to strive for a day,
such as one's retirement, which they may never reach over striving for the
hereafter which they are guaranteed to reach.

This does not mean one should abandon the world as it is a bridge which
must be crossed in order to reach the hereafter safely. Instead, a Muslim
should take from this material world enough to fulfill their necessities and
the necessities of their dependents according to the teachings of Islam
without waste, excessiveness or extravagance. And then dedicate the rest
of their efforts in preparing for the eternal hereafter by fulfilling the
commands of Allah, the Exalted, refraining from His prohibitions and by
facing destiny with patience according to the teachings of Islam.

An intelligent person will not prioritize the drop of water over an endless
ocean and an intelligent Muslim would not prioritize the temporal material
world over the eternal hereafter.



“...and whoever has been given wisdom has certainly been given
much good...”

As mentioned earlier, wisdom helps a person to use the knowledge they
possess in the correct way so that they benefit themself and others.

In a Hadith found in Jami At Tirmidhi, number 2322, the Holy Prophet
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, advised that everything in
this material world is cursed except the remembrance of Allah, the Exalted,
what is connected to it, the knowledgeable person and the student of
knowledge.

The remembrance of Allah, the Exalted, encompasses all the levels of
remembrance. Namely, internal silent remembrance, which includes
correcting one’s intention so that they only act for the sake of Allah, the
Exalted. Remembering Allah, the Exalted, via the tongue and the most
important is practically remembering Allah, the Exalted, by fulfilling His
commands, refraining from His prohibitions and by facing destiny with
patience.

Anything which leads to the remembrance of Allah, the Exalted, includes
the obedience of Allah, the Exalted, such as striving in the material world in
order to fulfill one's necessities and the necessities of their dependents
according to the teachings of Islam without waste, excessiveness or



extravagance. In reality, this includes any action which appears worldly or
religious as long as it involves the obedience of Allah, the Exalted.

Both the knowledgeable person and the student of knowledge are the only
people in reality who will obey Allah, the Exalted, correctly as this is not
possible to achieve without knowledge. An ignorant person disobeys Allah,
the Exalted, without even realizing it as they are unaware of what counts as
a sin or a righteous deed. In some cases, one may even believe they are
strictly obeying Him even though they are far from it.

To conclude, in reality nothing is really cursed in the material world in itself.
It is how a thing is used which determines if it is cursed or not. For
example, if wealth is used correctly according to the teachings of Islam
then it is a great blessing in both worlds. But if it is misused or hoarded
then it will become a curse for its owner in both worlds. This can be applied
to all things in this world.



“...and whoever has been given wisdom has certainly been given
much good...”

As mentioned earlier, wisdom helps a person to use the knowledge they
possess in the correct way so that they benefit themself and others.

In reality, in most cases nothing in this material world in itself is good or
bad, such as wealth. What makes a thing good or bad is the way it is used.
It is important to understand that the very purpose of everything which was
created by Allah, the Exalted, was for it to be used correctly according to
the teachings of Islam. When something is not used correctly it in reality
becomes useless. For example, wealth is useful in both worlds when it is
used correctly such as being spent on the necessities of a person and their
dependents. But it can become useless and even a curse for its bearer if it
is not used correctly, such as being hoarded or spent on sinful things.
Simply hoarding wealth causes wealth to lose value. How can paper and
metal coins one tucks away be useful? In this respect, there is no
difference between a blank piece of paper and a note of money. It is only
useful when it is used correctly.

So if a Muslim desires all their worldly possessions to become a blessing
for them in both worlds all they have to do is use them correctly according
to the teachings found in the Holy Quran and the traditions of the Holy
Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him. This is in fact the
wisdom mentioned in the main verse under discussion. But if they use them
incorrectly then the same blessing will become a burden and curse for
them in both worlds. It IS as simple as that.



“...And none will remember except those of understanding.”

This verse warns that only those who understand the purpose of
knowledge will use it in the correct way.

In a Hadith found in Sunan Ibn Majah, number 253, the Holy Prophet
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, warned that the one
who obtains religious knowledge in order to show off to scholars, argue
with others or attract attention to themself will go to Hell.

Even though, the foundation of all good in both worldly and religious
matters is knowledge Muslims must understand that knowledge will only
benefit them when they firstly correct their intention. Meaning, they strive
to obtain and act on knowledge in order to please Allah, the Exalted. All
other reasons will only lead to a loss of reward and even punishment if a
Muslim fails to sincerely repent.

In reality, knowledge is like rain water which falls on different types of
trees. Some trees grow by this water in order to benefit others such as a
fruit tree. Whereas, other trees grow by this water and become a
nuisance to others such as a thorny tree. Even though, the rain water is
the same in both cases but the outcome is very different. Similarly,
religious knowledge is the same for people but if one adopts the
incorrect intention then it will become a means of their destruction.
Conversely, if one adopts the correct intention it will become a means of
their salvation.



Muslims should therefore correct their intention in all matters as they will
be judged on this. This is confirmed in a Hadith found in Sahih Bukhari,
number 1. And they should remember that one of the first people to
enter Hell will be a scholar who only obtained knowledge in order to
show off to others. This has been warned in a Hadith found in Sahih
Muslim, number 4923.

To conclude, only obtaining and acting on useful knowledge with the
correct intention is true beneficial knowledge.

Whoever conceals knowledge without a valid reason will be bridled with
fire on Judgment Day. This is confirmed in a Hadith found in Jami At
Tirmidhi, number 2649. Therefore, Muslims must share the useful
knowledge their gain with others. It is simply foolish not to as this is one
of the righteous deeds which will benefit a Muslim even after they die.
This has been advised in a Hadith found in Sunan Ibn Majah, number
241. Those who hoarded knowledge were forgotten by history but those
who shared it with others became known as the scholars and teachers
of mankind.
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