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Introduction

The following short book discusses the Divine Pledge taken from every
person before they were sent to Earth. This discussion is based on
Chapter 7 Al A’raf, Verses 172-173 of the Holy Quran:

“And [mention] when your Lord took from the children of Adam - from
their loins - their descendants and made them testify of themselves,
[saying to them], "Am | not your Lord?" They said, "Yes, we have
testified.” [This] - lest you should say on the Day of Resurrection,
"Indeed, we were of this unaware.” Or [lest] you say, "It was only that our
fathers associated [others in worship] with Allah before, and we were but
descendants after them. Then would You destroy us for what the
falsifiers have done?"”

Implementing the lessons discussed will aid a Muslim to Achieve Noble
Character. According to the Hadith found in Jami At Tirmidhi, number
2003, the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him,
has advised that the heaviest thing in the Scales of Judgment Day will
be Noble Character. It is one of qualities of the Holy Prophet
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, which Allah, the Exalted,
complimented in Chapter 68 Al Qalam, Verse 4 of the Holy Quran:

“And indeed, you are of a great moral character.”



Therefore, it is a duty on all Muslims to gain and act on the teachings of
the Holy Quran and the traditions of the Holy Prophet Muhammad,
peace and blessings be upon him, in order to Achieve Noble Character.



The Divine Pledge

Chapter 7 - Al A’raf, Verses 172-173
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“And [mention] when your Lord took from the children of Adam - from their

loins - their descendants and made them testify of themselves, [saying to

them], "Am | not your Lord?" They said, "Yes, we have testified." [This] -

lest you should say on the Day of Resurrection, "Indeed, we were of this
unaware.”

Or [lest] you say, "It was only that our fathers associated [others in worship]
with Allah before, and we were but descendants after them. Then would
You destroy us for what the falsifiers have done?"”



“And [mention] when your Lord took from the children of Adam - from
their loins - their descendants and made them testify of themselves,
[saying to them], "Am I not your Lord?" They said, "Yes, we have
testified." [This] - lest you should say on the Day of Resurrection,
"Indeed, we were of this unaware.””’

All humans were brought forth so that they could take this pledge to Allah,
the Exalted. The lesson to understand behind this incident is that all people
accepted Allah, the Exalted, as their Lord. Meaning, the One who created
them, sustains them and the One who will judge their deeds on the Day of
Judgment. It is important for all muslims to fulfil this pledge through sincere
obedience to Allah, the Exalted, by fulfilling His commands, refraining from
His prohibitions and by facing destiny with patience according to the
traditions of the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon
him.

This verse indicates that Allah, the Exalted, did not ask the creation if they
were His servants instead, He asked them if He was their Lord. This is an
indication that the will of Allah, the Exalted, should always come before the
will and desire of a person. If a muslim has a choice between pleasing
Allah, the Exalted, or someone else this pledge should remind them that
the pleasure of Allah, the Exalted, must come first.

This question is also an indication of the infinite mercy of Allah, the Exalted,
as He hinted the answer to the creation by wording it as He did. This shows
muslims that even though Allah, the Exalted, is the Lord who will judge their
deeds yet, He is also infinitely merciful.



The effect of this covenant is deeply embedded in the hearts of all
mankind. In fact, this is the nature which has been indicated in a Hadith
found in Sahih Muslim, number 6755. From this one can understand that it
IS important for people not to search for the truth after making their minds
up beforehand and then search for evidence which supports their
predetermined belief. Only those who open their minds without making a
predetermined decision will unlock this covenant which has been
embedded deep in their hearts. In fact, having an open mind is important in
all issues not just in matters of faith as it helps one to find the truth and the
best path. This attitude strengthens society and always encourages peace
between people. But the stubbornness of those who predetermine their
choices will always create wedges between members of a society which
can affect people on a national level. It is important for muslims not to
always believe they are correct in worldly matters otherwise they will adopt
this stubborn attitude. This will prevent them from accepting the opinions of
others which will lead to arguments, enmity and fractured relationships.
Therefore, this attitude should be avoided at all costs.

The fact that this covenant is deeply embedded in a person’s heart
indicates that it is a duty on muslims to uncover it. This will lead one to
certainty of faith which is much stronger than faith based on hearsay
meaning, being told by one's family that they are a muslim. Certainty of
faith allows a muslim to overcome all difficulties successfully in this world
while fulfilling their religious and worldly duties. One only fails in tests and
their duties because of weakness in their faith. Certainty of faith is only
obtained by gaining and acting on the knowledge found within the Holy
Quran and the traditions of the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and
blessings be upon him. Chapter 41 Fussilat, verse 53:



“We will show them Our signs in the horizons and within themselves until it
becomes clear to them that it is the truth...”

Finally, the last part of this verse does not mean Allah, the Exalted, will hold
mankind accountable for an event they have no memory of. Instead, it
means that Allah, the Exalted, will hold people accountable for their
knowledge regarding this event, which He has made clear through the Holy
Prophets, peace be upon them, and the divine revelations. As gaining this
type of knowledge is obligatory on every person, according to the Hadith
found in Sunan Ibn Majah, number 224, ignorance will not be accepted as
an excuse.



“...and made them testify of themselves, [saying to them], "Am | not
your Lord?" They said, "Yes, we have testified." [This] - lest you
should say on the Day of Resurrection...Or [lest] you say, "It was only
that our fathers associated [others in worship] with Allah before, and
we were but descendants after them. Then would You destroy us for
what the falsifiers have done?"”

These verses make it clear that blindly imitating others and then blaming
them for one’s misguidance will not be accepted by Allah, the Exalted.
Each muslim must fulfil their obligation to gain and act on Islamic
knowledge so that they adhere firmly to the sources of guidance. This has
been indicated in a Hadith found in Sunan lbn Majah, number 224.

In a Hadith found in Sunan Abu Dawud, number 4606, the Holy Prophet
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, warned that any matter
which is not based on Islam will be rejected.

If muslims desire lasting success in both worldly and religious matters they
must strictly adhere to the teachings of the Holy Quran and the traditions of
the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him. Even
though, certain actions which are not directly taken from these two sources
of guidance can still be considered a righteous deed it is important to
prioritize these two sources of guidance over all else. Because the fact is
that the more one acts on things which are not taken from these two
sources even if it is a righteous deed the less they will act on these two
sources of guidance. An obvious example is how many muslims have
adopted cultural practices into their lives which do not have a foundation in



these two sources of guidance. Even if these cultural practices are not sins
they have preoccupied muslims from learning and acting on these two
sources of guidance as they feel satisfied with their behaviour. This leads
to ignorance of the two sources of guidance which in turn will only lead to
misguidance.

This is why a muslim must learn and act on these two sources of guidance
which have been established by the leaders of guidance and only then act
on other voluntary righteous deeds if they have the time and energy to do
so. But if they choose ignorance and made up practices even if they are not
sins over learning and acting on these two sources of guidance they will not
achieve success.



“...and made them testify of themselves, [saying to them], "Am | not
your Lord?" They said, "Yes, we have testified." [This] - lest you
should say on the Day of Resurrection...Or [lest] you say, "It was only
that our fathers associated [others in worship] with Allah before, and
we were but descendants after them. Then would You destroy us for
what the falsifiers have done?"”

These verses make it clear that blindly imitating others and then blaming
them for one’s misguidance will not be accepted by Allah, the Exalted.
Each muslim must fulfil their obligation to gain and act on Islamic
knowledge so that they adhere firmly to the sources of guidance. This has
been indicated in a Hadith found in Sunan lbn Majah, number 224.

Muslims should not follow and adopt the customary practices of non-
muslims. The more muslims do this the less they will follow the teachings of
the Holy Quran and the traditions of the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace
and blessings be upon him. This is quite evident in this day and age as
many muslims have adopted the cultural practices of other nations which
has caused them to become distant from the teachings of Islam. For
example, one only needs to observe the modern muslim wedding to
observe how many non-muslim cultural practices have been adopted by
muslims. What makes this worse is that many muslims cannot differentiate
between Islamic practices based on the Holy Quran and traditions of the
Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, and the
cultural practices of non-muslims. Because of this non-muslims cannot
differentiate between them either which has caused great problems for
Islam. For example, honour killings is a cultural practice which has nothing
to do with Islam yet because of the ignorance of muslims and their habit of
adopting non-muslim cultural practices Islam is blamed every time an



honour killing occurs in society. The Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and
blessings be upon him, removed the social barriers in the form of casts and
brotherhoods in order to unite people yet ignorant muslims have
resurrected them by adopting the cultural practices of non-muslims. Simply
put, the more cultural practices muslims adopt the less they will act on the
Holy Quran and the traditions of the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and
blessings be upon him.



“...and made them testify of themselves, [saying to them], "Am | not
your Lord?" They said, "Yes, we have testified." [This] - lest you
should say on the Day of Resurrection...Or [lest] you say, "It was only
that our fathers associated [others in worship] with Allah before, and
we were but descendants after them. Then would You destroy us for
what the falsifiers have done?"”

These verses make it clear that blindly imitating others and then blaming
them for one’s misguidance will not be accepted by Allah, the Exalted.
Each muslim must fulfil their obligation to gain and act on Islamic
knowledge so that they adhere firmly to the sources of guidance. This has
been indicated in a Hadith found in Sunan lbn Majah, number 224.

A Hadith found in Sunan Ibn Majah, number 4049, indicates the importance
of not blindly imitating others in accepting Islam, such as one's family,
without gaining and acting on Islamic knowledge so that one surpasses
blind imitation and obeys Allah, the Exalted, while truly recognising his
Lordship and their own servanthood. This is in fact the purpose of mankind.
Chapter 51 Adh Dhariyat, verse 56:

“And | did not create the jinn and mankind except to worship Me.”

How can one truly worship someone they do not even recognize? Blind
imitation is acceptable for children but adults must follow in the footsteps of



the righteous predecessors by truly understanding the purpose of their
creation through knowledge. Ignorance is the very reason why the muslims
who fulfil their obligatory duties still feel disconnected from Allah, the
Exalted. This recognition aids a muslim to behave as a true servant of
Allah, the Exalted, throughout the day not just during the five daily
obligatory prayers. Only through this will muslims fulfil true servanthood to
Allah, the Exalted. And this is the weapon which overcomes all difficulties a
muslim faces during their life. If they do not possess this they will face
difficulties without gaining reward. In fact, it will only lead to more difficulties
in both worlds. Performing the obligatory duties through blind imitation may
fulfil the obligation but it will not safely guide one through every difficulty in
order to reach the proximity of Allah, the Exalted, in both worlds. In fact, in
most cases blind imitation will lead to one eventually abandoning their
obligatory duties. This muslim will only fulfil their duties in times of difficulty
and turn away from them in times of ease or vice versa.



“...and made them testify of themselves, [saying to them], "Am | not
your Lord?" They said, "Yes, we have testified." [This] - lest you
should say on the Day of Resurrection...Or [lest] you say, "It was only
that our fathers associated [others in worship] with Allah before, and
we were but descendants after them. Then would You destroy us for
what the falsifiers have done?"”

These verses make it clear that blindly imitating others and then blaming
them for one’s misguidance will not be accepted by Allah, the Exalted.
Each muslim must fulfil their obligation to gain and act on Islamic
knowledge so that they adhere firmly to the sources of guidance. This has
been indicated in a Hadith found in Sunan Ibn Majah, number 224.
Generally speaking, these verses also make it clear that every person will
be responsible for their own actions and they will not able to shift the blame
to others. Chapter 14 Ibrahim, verse 22:

“And Satan will say when the matter has been concluded, "Indeed, Allah
had promised you the promise of truth. And | promised you, but | betrayed
you. But | had no authority over you except that | invited you, and you
responded to me. So do not blame me; but blame yourselves...””

This is when people on Judgment Day will try to blame the Devil for their
sins in order to shift their burden of punishment to him. But this verse
makes it clear that this is a futile and foolish excuse as the Devil only
inspires people to commit sins meaning, he cannot physically force
someone to disobey Allah, the Exalted. Each person makes a choice to
obey or disobey Allah, the Exalted, and will therefore face the



consequences of their choice. Unfortunately, some do not understand this
important point. They often commit sins and either blame others by
declaring they were convinced to act in this way or they declare as others
are committing sins openly it somehow gives them a license to act in the
same way. The same way a worldly judge in a court of law will never
accept these excuses neither will Allah, the Exalted, on Judgment Day. It is
important for muslims not to make culture or fashion the standards for their
behaviour as this will misguide them and they will be left with no valid
excuses on Judgment Day. Instead, they should adhere to the teachings of
Islam which simply outlines how a person must behave in all situations. It is
time muslims abandon childish excuses and sincerely obey Allah, the
Exalted, by fulfilling His commands, refraining from His prohibitions and by
facing destiny with patience according to the traditions of the Holy Prophet
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, before they reach a day
when their excuses will not be accepted by Allah, the Exalted. If Allah, the
Exalted, will reject the excuses of those who blame the Devil when he is
their open enemy and promised to misguide them how will Allah, the
Exalted, accept any other excuse for disobeying Him?



“And [mention] when your Lord took from the children of Adam - from
their loins - their descendants and made them testify of themselves,
[saying to them], "Am I not your Lord?" They said, "Yes, we have
testified." [This] - lest you should say on the Day of Resurrection,
"Indeed, we were of this unaware.” Or [lest] you say, "It was only that
our fathers associated [others in worship] with Allah before, and we
were but descendants after them. Then would You destroy us for what
the falsifiers have done?"”

It is important for muslims to understand that whenever they face any type
of worldly failure or regrets they should remind themselves of the regrets in
the hereafter some people will have, such as the one mentioned in chapter
89 Al Fajr, verse 24:

"

“He will say, "Oh, | wish | had sent ahead [some good] for my life.

In this world one's regret will always be followed by another chance or
other options which they can pursue in order to gain success once again.
But the regret and failure of the hereafter is something which cannot be
rectified meaning, there are no second chances in the next world. No one
will have the opportunity to return to Earth in order to act differently.

Therefore, every muslim should be more concerned with the failures they
may encounter in the hereafter over the failures and regrets of this world.



This does not mean one should not strive to achieve lawful success in this
world. It means they should always prioritise gaining success in the
hereafter over gaining success in this world. This is an important mentality
muslims should adopt before they reach a day where reflecting on their

failures and regrets will not help them in the slightest. Chapter 89 Al Fajr,
verse 23:

“And brought [within view], that Day, is Hell - that Day, man will remember,
but how [i.e., what good] to him will be the remembrance?”



“And [mention] when your Lord took from the children of Adam - from
their loins - their descendants and made them testify of themselves,
[saying to them], "Am | not your Lord?" They said, "Yes, we have
testified." [This] - lest you should say on the Day of Resurrection,
"Indeed, we were of this unaware." Or [lest] you say, "It was only that
our fathers associated [others in worship] with Allah before, and we
were but descendants after them. Then would You destroy us for what
the falsifiers have done?"”

It is important to understand that the famous statement ignorance is bliss is
not true especially, in respect to religious affairs and the hereafter.
Unfortunately, some muslims believe just because they do not know an
Islamic rule they are exempt from obeying it and Allah, the Exalted, will not
hold them accountable for it. This is one of the worse types of ignorance as
Allah, the Exalted, has made it clear that there are no excuses and muslims
must learn and act on the teachings of Islam. In fact, the Holy Prophet
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, declared this to be a duty
on all muslims in a Hadith found in Sunan lbn Majah, number 224. It is a
trap of the Devil to believe ignorance is an acceptable excuse and one
does not need to gain knowledge about Islam. If a government does not
accept this excuse how can one expect Allah, the Exalted, to? Just like a
person who takes on a responsibility is expected to know the rules attached
to it, such as being a licensed driver, the one who accepts Islam as their
religion is responsible for learning the rules linked to it. Therefore, muslims
must avoid ignorance as it will not benefit them in this world and it will
certainly not aid them in the hereatter.



“And [mention] when your Lord took from the children of Adam -
from their loins - their descendants and made them testify of
themselves, [saying to them], "Am | not your Lord?" They said,
"Yes, we have testified." [This] - lest you should say on the Day of
Resurrection, "Indeed, we were of this unaware." Or [lest] you say,
"It was only that our fathers associated [others in worship] with
Allah before, and we were but descendants after them. Then would
You destroy us for what the falsifiers have done?"”

A major distraction which prevents one from submitting to the obedience
of Allah, the Exalted, is ignorance. It can be argued that it is the origin of
every sin as the one who truly knows the consequences of sins would
never commit them. This refers to true beneficial knowledge which is
knowledge that is acted upon. In reality, all knowledge which is not acted
on is not beneficial knowledge. The example of the one who behaves in
this manner is described in the Holy Quran as a donkey which carries
books of knowledge which do not benefit it. Chapter 62 Al Jumu’ah,
verse 5.

“...and then did not take it on (did not act upon knowledge) is like that of
a donkey who carries volumes [of books]...”

A person who acts on their knowledge rarely slips up and commits sins
intentionally. In fact, when this occurs it is only caused by a moment of
ignorance where a person forgets to act on their knowledge which
results in them sinning.



The Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, once
highlighted the seriousness of ignorance in a Hadith found in Jami At
Tirmidhi, number 2322. He declared that everything in the material world
Is cursed except for the remembrance of Allah, the Exalted, whatever is
connected to this remembrance, the scholar and the student of
knowledge. This means that all the blessings in the material world will
become a curse for the one who is ignorant as they will misuse them
thereby committing sins.

In fact, ignorance can be considered a person's worse enemy as it
prevents them from protecting themself from harm and gaining benefit all
of which can only be achieved through acting on knowledge. The
ignorant commits sins without being aware of them. How can one avoid
a sin if they do not know what is considered a sin? Ignorance causes
one to neglect their obligatory duties. How can one fulfil their duties if
they are unaware of what their duties are?

It is therefore a duty on all muslims to gain enough knowledge to fulfil all
their obligatory duties and avoid sins. This is confirmed in a Hadith found
in Sunan Ibn Majah, number 224.
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