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Introduction

The following short book discusses finding the Means to Allah, the
Exalted. This discussion is based on Chapter 5 Al Ma’idah, Verse 35 of
the Holy Quran:

“O you who have believed, fear Allah and seek the means [of nearness]
to Him and strive in His cause that you may succeed.”

Implementing the lessons discussed will aid a Muslim to Achieve Noble
Character. According to the Hadith found in Jami At Tirmidhi, number
2003, the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him,
has advised that the heaviest thing in the Scales of Judgment Day will
be Noble Character. It is one of qualities of the Holy Prophet
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, which Allah, the Exalted,
complimented in Chapter 68 Al Qalam, Verse 4 of the Holy Quran:

“And indeed, you are of a great moral character.”

Therefore, it is a duty on all Muslims to gain and act on the teachings of
the Holy Quran and the traditions of the Holy Prophet Muhammad,
peace and blessings be upon him, in order to Achieve Noble Character.



The Means to Allah (SWT)

Chapter 5 - Al Ma'idah, Verse 35

“O you who have believed, fear Allah and seek the means [of nearness]
to Him and strive in His cause that you may succeed.”



“O you who have believed...”

True belief involves sincerity. In a Hadith found in Sahih Muslim number
196, the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him,
advised that Islam is sincerity towards Allah, the Exalted.

Sincerity towards Allah, the Exalted, includes fulfilling all the duties given
by Him in the form of commands and prohibitions, solely for His
pleasure. As confirmed in a Hadith found in Sahih Bukhari, number 1, all
will be judged by their intention. So if one is not sincere towards Allah,
the Exalted, when performing good deeds they will gain no reward in this
world or in the next. In fact, according to a Hadith found in Jami At
Tirmidhi, number 3154, those who performed insincere deeds will be told
on Judgement Day to seek their reward from those who they acted for,
which will not be possible. Chapter 98 Al Bayyinah, verse 5.

"And they were not commanded except to worship Allah, [being] sincere
to Him in religion....."

If one is lax in fulfilling their duties towards Allah, the Exalted, it proves a
lack of sincerity. Therefore, they should sincerely repent and struggle to
fulfil them all. It is important to bear in mind Allah, the Exalted, never
burdens one with duties they cannot perform or handle. Chapter 2 Al
Bagarah, verse 286.



"Allah does not charge a soul except [with that within] its capacity...."

Being sincere towards Allah, the Exalted, means that one should always
choose His pleasure over the pleasure of themself and others. A Muslim
should always give priority to those actions which are for the sake of
Allah, the Exalted, over all else. One should love others and dislike their
sins for the sake of Allah, the Exalted, and not for the sake of their own
desires. When they help others or refuse to take part in sins it should be
for the sake of Allah, the Exalted. The one who adopts this mentality has
perfected their faith. This is confirmed in a Hadith found in Sunan Abu
Dawud, number 4681.



“O you who have believed...”

In a Hadith found in Sunan An Nasai, number 4998, the Holy Prophet
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, advised the signs of a
true Muslim and a true believer. A true Muslim is the one who keeps
their verbal and physical harm away from others. This in fact, includes all
people irrespective of their faith. It includes all types of verbal and
physical sins which can cause harm or distress to another. This can
include failing to give the best advice to others as this contradicts
sincerity towards others which has been commanded in a Hadith found
in Sunan An Nasai, number 4204. It includes advising others to disobey
Allah, the Exalted, thereby, inviting them towards sins. A Muslim should
avoid this behavior as they will be taken account for every person who
acts on their bad advice. This has been warned in a Hadith found in
Sahih Muslim, number 2351.

Physical harm includes causing problems for other people's livelihood,
committing fraud, conning others and physical abuse. All of these
characteristics contradict Islamic teachings and must be avoided.

A true believer, according to the main Hadith under discussion, is the
one who keeps their harm away from the lives and property of others.
Again, this applies to all people irrespective of their faith. This includes
stealing, misusing or damaging the property and belongings of others.
Whenever one is entrusted with someone else's property they must
ensure they only use it with the owner’s permission and in a way which
Is pleasing and agreeable to the owner. The Holy Prophet Muhammad,
peace and blessings be upon him, has warned in a Hadith found in
Sunan An Nasai, number 5421, that whoever illegally takes someone



else's property, through a false oath, even if it is as small as a twig of a
tree will go to Hell.

To conclude a Muslim must support their verbal declaration of belief with
actions as they are the physical proof of one’s belief which will be
needed in order to obtain success on the Day of Judgment. In addition, a
Muslim should fulfill the characteristics of true belief in respect to Allah,
the Exalted, and people. An excellent way of achieving this in respect to
people is to simply treat others how they wish to be treated by people,
which is with respect and peace.



“ . .fear Allah...”

Piety/Fearing Allah, the Exalted, cannot be achieved without gaining and
acting on Islamic knowledge so that one can fulfill the commands of
Allah, the Exalted, refrain from His prohibitions and face destiny with
patience according to the traditions of the Holy Prophet Muhammad,
peace and blessings be upon him. Chapter 35 Fatir, verse 28:

“...Only those fear Allah, from among His servants, who have
knowledge...”

In a Hadith found in Jami At Tirmidhi, number 2451, the Holy Prophet
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon, advised that a Muslim
cannot become pious until they avoid something which is not harmful to
their religion out of caution that it will lead to something which is harmful.
Therefore, an aspect of piety is to avoid things which are doubtful not
just unlawful. This is because doubtful things takes a Muslim one step
closer to the unlawful and the closer one is to the unlawful the easier it is
to fall into it. It is why a Hadith found in Jami At Tirmidhi, number 1205,
advises that the one who avoids unlawful and doubtful things will protect
their religion and honor. If one observes those who have become
misguided in society, in most cases, this occurred gradually not in one
sudden step. Meaning, the person first indulged in doubtful things before
falling into the unlawful. This is the reason why Islam stresses the need
to avoid unnecessary and vain things in one's life as they can lead them
to the unlawful. For example, vain and useless speech which is not
classified sinful by Islam often leads to evil speech, such as backbiting,
lying and slander. If a person avoids the first step by not indulging in vain
speech they will undoubtedly avoid evil speech. This process can be



applied to all things which are vain, unnecessary and especially,
doubtful.



“O you who have believed...seek the means [of nearness] to
Him...”

This verse indicates the importance of supporting one’s verbal
declaration of belief with sincere physical actions.

In a divine Hadith of the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings
be upon him, found in Sahih Bukhari, number 6502, Allah, the Exalted,
declares that a Muslim can only draw close to Him through fulfilling their
obligatory duties. And they can achieve the love of Allah, the Exalted,
through voluntary righteous deeds.

This description splits the servants of Allah, the Exalted, into two
categories. The first group draws near to Allah, the Exalted, by fulfilling
their obligatory duties in respect to Allah, the Exalted, such as the
obligatory prayer, and in respect to people, such as the obligatory
charity. This can be summed up by fulfilling the commands of Allah, the
Exalted, refraining from His prohibitions and being patient with destiny.

The second category of those who are brought near to Allah, the
Exalted, are superior to the first group as they not only fulfil their
obligatory duties but strive in voluntary righteous deeds. This clearly
shows that this is the only path to the proximity of Allah, the Exalted.
Whoever takes a path other than this will not achieve this vital goal. This
completely rejects the concept of obtaining sainthood without striving in
obedience to Allah, the Exalted. The person who claims this is simply a
liar. The Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him,



has confirmed in a Hadith found in Sahih Muslim, number 4094, that
when the spiritual heart is pure the rest of the body becomes pure. This
leads to righteous deeds. So if a person does not perform righteous
deeds, such as their obligatory duties, then their body is impure which
means their spiritual heart is impure as well. This person can never
reach the proximity of Allah, the Exalted.

It is important to note, the greatest voluntary righteous deeds one can
perform are those based on the traditions of the Holy Prophet
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him. Anyone who chooses to
perform voluntary righteous deeds not based on his traditions has been
fooled by the Devil as no path will take one close to Allah, the Exalted,
except the path and actions of the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and
blessings be upon him. Chapter 3 Alee Imran, verse 31.:

‘Say, [O Muhammad], "If you should love Allah, then follow me, [sO]
Allah will love you and forgive you your sins....”

The pious Muslims who belong in the second higher group are also
those who avoid unnecessary things of this material world. This attitude
aids them in focusing their efforts on performing voluntary righteous
deeds. It is this group who have perfected their faith by loving, hating,
giving and withholding all for the sake of Allah, the Exalted. This has
been advised in a Hadith found in Sunan Abu Dawud, number 4681.



“O you who have believed...seek the means [of nearness] to
Him...”

This verse indicates the importance of supporting one’s verbal
declaration of belief with sincere physical actions.

Some people claim that their belief and obedience to their God is in their
hearts and they therefore do not need to demonstrate it practically.
Unfortunately, this foolish mentality has infected many Muslims who
believe they possess a pure faithful heart even though they fail to fulfil
the obligatory duties of Islam. The Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and
blessings be upon him, has clearly declared in a Hadith found in Sunan
Ibn Majah, number 3984, that when one's heart is pure the body
becomes pure which means their actions become correct. But if one's
heart is corrupt the body becomes corrupt which means their actions will
be corrupt and incorrect. Therefore, the one who does not obey Allah,
the Exalted, by fulfilling their duties practically can never have a pure
heart.

In addition, demonstrating one's faith in Allah, the Exalted, practically is
their proof and evidence which is required on Judgment Day in order to
be granted Paradise. Not having this practical evidence is as silly as a
student who hands back a blank exam paper to their teacher claiming
their knowledge is in their mind so they therefore do not need to write it
down by answering the exam questions. The same way this student
would undoubtedly fail so will a person who reaches Judgment Day
without the obedience of Allah, the Exalted, in the form of fulfilling His
commands, refraining from His prohibitions and by facing destiny with
patience, even if they possess faith in their heart.



“O you who have believed...seek the means [of nearness] to
Him...”

This verse indicates the importance of supporting one’s verbal
declaration of belief with sincere physical actions.

Even though there is no doubt that the mercy of Allah, the Exalted, is
infinite and can overcome all sins. And giving up hope in the infinite
mercy of Allah, the Exalted, is defined as unbelief in chapter 12 Yusuf,
verse 87:

“...Indeed, no one despairs of relief from Allah except the disbelieving
people.”

Yet, none the less it is extremely important for Muslims to understand a
fact. Namely, a Muslim has not been guaranteed to leave this world with
their faith meaning, a Muslim is in danger of dying as a non-Muslim. This
Is the greatest loss. If this happens it does not take a scholar to conclude
where this person will reside in the hereafter. This can occur when a
Muslim persists on sins especially, major sins, such as drinking alcohol
and failing to offer their obligatory prayers and reaches their end without
sincerely repenting from their sins. This is the reason why Muslims must
sincerely repent from all their sins and strive to fulfil all their obligatory
duties as this is a task they can undoubtedly fulfil. Chapter 2 Al Bagarah,
verse 286:



“Allah does not charge a soul except [with that within] its capacity...”

They should not be fooled into believing they possess hope in the mercy
of Allah, the Exalted. As true hope in the mercy of Allah, the Exalted, is
supported by obedience to Allah, the Exalted, through actions. This
involves fulfilling His commands, refraining from His prohibitions and
facing destiny with patience. Failing to do this and then expecting the
mercy and forgiveness of Allah, the Exalted, is not hope in His mercy it
is merely wishful thinking which has no weight or significance. This has
been clearly warned by the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and
blessings be upon him, in a Hadith found in Jami At Tirmidhi, number
2459.



“O you who have believed...seek the means [of nearness] to
Him...”

This verse indicates the importance of supporting one’s verbal
declaration of belief with sincere physical actions.

It is important for Muslims to strive in the obedience of Allah, the
Exalted, by fulfilling His commands, refraining from His prohibitions and
by facing destiny with patience as Allah, the Exalted, has guaranteed a
good life in both worlds for the one who behaves in this manner. Chapter
16 An Nabhl, verse 97:

“Whoever does righteousness, whether male or female, while he is a
believer - We will surely cause him to live a good life, and We will surely
give them their reward [in the Hereafter] according to the best of what
they used to do.”

This good life will protect a Muslim from severe grief, depression and
other extreme moods and mental disorders which can destroy a person's
life. Even though, Muslims will face difficulties which will sadden them
but if they obey Allah, the Exalted, this sadness will never become
extreme and effect their entire life on a long term basis. This is because
a Muslim who strives in the obedience of Allah, the Exalted, has an
excellent reason to continue moving forward through their difficulty
without giving up and turning to depression and even suicide. For
example, they look forward to the countless reward which will be granted
to the patient. Chapter 39 Az Zumar, verse 10:



“...Indeed, the patient will be given their reward without account [i.e.,
limit].”

Whereas, the Muslim who does not strive in the obedience of Allah, the
Exalted, and only claims the title of being a Muslim with their tongue will
not be granted this attitude and a good life. And whenever they face
difficulties it will drive them to extreme moods and mental disorders
which will destroy their entire life.



“O you who have believed...seek the means [of nearness] to
Him...”

This verse indicates the importance of supporting one’s verbal
declaration of belief with sincere physical actions which are rooted in the
Holy Quran and the traditions of the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace
and blessings be upon him.

In a Hadith found in Sunan Abu Dawud, number 4606, the Holy Prophet
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, warned that any matter
which is not based on Islam will be rejected.

If Muslims desire lasting success in both worldly and religious matters
they must strictly adhere to the teachings of the Holy Quran and the
traditions of the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon
him. Even though, certain actions which are not directly taken from these
two sources of guidance can still be considered a righteous deed it is
Important to prioritize these two sources of guidance over all else.
Because the fact is that the more one acts on things which are not taken
from these two sources even if it is a righteous deed the less they will
act on these two sources of guidance. An obvious example is how many
Muslims have adopted cultural practices into their lives which do not
have a foundation in these two sources of guidance. Even if these
cultural practices are not sins they have preoccupied Muslims from
learning and acting on these two sources of guidance as they feel
satisfied with their behaviour. This leads to ignorance of the two sources
of guidance which in turn will only lead to misguidance.



This is why a Muslim must learn and act on these two sources of
guidance which have been established by the leaders of guidance and
only then act on other voluntary righteous deeds if they have the time
and energy to do so. But if they choose ignorance and made up
practices even if they are not sins over learning and acting on these two
sources of guidance they will not achieve success.



“O you who have believed...seek the means [of nearness] to
Him...”

One can achieve this by using every blessing they have been granted in
ways pleasing to Allah, the Exalted.

In reality, in most cases nothing in this material world in itself is good or
bad, such as wealth. What makes a thing good or bad is the way it is
used. It is important to understand that the very purpose of everything
which was created by Allah, the Exalted, was for it to be used correctly
according to the teachings of Islam. When something is not used
correctly it in reality becomes useless. For example, wealth is useful in
both worlds when it is used correctly such as being spent on the
necessities of a person and their dependents. But it can become useless
and even a curse for its bearer if it is not used correctly, such as being
hoarded or spent on sinful things. Simply hoarding wealth causes wealth
to lose value. How can paper and metal coins one tucks away be
useful? In this respect, there is no difference between a blank piece of
paper and a note of money. It is only useful when it is used correctly.

So if a Muslim desires all their worldly possessions to become a blessing
for them in both worlds all they have to do is use them correctly
according to the teachings found in the Holy Quran and the traditions of
the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him. But if
they use them incorrectly then the same blessing will become a burden
and curse for them in both worlds. It is as simple as that.



“O you who have believed...seek the means [of nearness] to
Him...”

One can achieve this by using every blessing they have been granted in
ways pleasing to Allah, the Exalted. One can adopt this correct mentality
when they understand the purpose of these blessings.

Every worldly blessing a Muslim possesses is only a means which
should aid them in reaching the hereafter safely. It is not an end in itself.
For example, wealth is a means one should use in order to obey Allah,
the Exalted, by fulfilling the commands of Allah, the Exalted, fulfilling
their necessities and the necessities of their dependents. It is not an end
or an ultimate goal in itself.

This not only aids a Muslim in maintaining their focus on the hereafter
but it also aids them whenever they lose worldly blessings. When a
Muslim treats each worldly blessing, such as a child, as a means to
please Allah, the Exalted, and reach the hereafter safely then losing it
will not have such a detrimental impact on them. They may become sad,
which is an acceptable emotion, but they will not become grieved which
leads to impatience and other mental problems, such as depression.
This is because they firmly believe the worldly blessing they possessed
was only a means so losing it does not cause a loss in the ultimate goal
namely, Paradise, the loss of which is disastrous. Therefore, still
possessing and concentrating on the ultimate goal will prevent them
from becoming grieved.



In addition, they will understand that just like the thing they lost was only
a means they firmly believe they will be provided with another means to
reach and fulfil their ultimate goal by Allah, the Exalted. This will also
prevent them from grieving. Whereas, the one who believes their worldly
blessing is the end instead of a means will experience severe grief when
losing it as their whole purpose and objective has been lost. This grief
will lead to depression and other mental issues.

To conclude, Muslims should treat each blessing they possess as a
means to reach the hereafter safely not as an end in itself. This is how
one can possess things without being possessed by them. This is how
they can keep worldly things in their hands and not in their hearts.



“O you who have believed...seek the means [of nearness] to
Him...”

Unfortunately, some Muslims have adopted a weak characteristic which
only hinders them from improving for the better. Namely, they compare
their situation and circumstances to others who are facing easier
circumstances and use this as an excuse not to increase their obedience
to Allah, the Exalted, by fulfilling His commands, refraining from His
prohibitions and by facing destiny with patience according to the
traditions of the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon
him. For example, a person who works full time excuses their lack of
striving in the obedience of Allah, the Exalted, by comparing themself to
someone who works part time and simply claims it is easier for them to
increase their obedience to Allah, the Exalted, as they have more free
time. Or a poorer Muslim turns away from giving any form of charity by
observing those who possess more wealth and claims that the wealthy
person can more easily give charity than them. They fail to understand
that these excuses may make their souls feel better but it does not aid
them in this world or in the next. Allah, the Exalted, does not desire
people to act according to the means of others He only desires people to
act in His obedience according to their own means. For example, a
person who works full time can dedicate whatever free time they
possess in the obedience of Allah, the Exalted, even if that is less than
someone who works part time. In this respect what the part timer does
has no effect on the one who works full time so using them as an excuse
not to strive harder is simply a lame excuse. The poor Muslim should
simply donate according to their means even if that is much less than
the wealthy person as Allah, the Exalted, will judge them on what they
do and He will not judge them according to what other Muslims do.

Muslims should give up these useless excuses and simply obey Allah,
the Exalted, according to their own means.



“O you who have believed...seek the means [of nearness] to
Him...”

Even though this verse is general and applies to any good deed which is
rooted in the Holy Quran and traditions of the Holy Prophet Muhammad,
peace and blessings be upon him, some scholars insist it refers to using
the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, as a
means to the mercy and forgiveness of Allah, the Exalted, similar to how
he will intercede for Muslims on the Day of Judgement. His intercession
on Judgement Day has been confirmed in many Hadiths, such as the
one found in Sunan Ibn Majah, number 4308. Even though sending
blessings and salutations upon him when one is supplicating to Allah,
the Exalted, has been recommended in Hadiths such as the ones found
in Sunan Abu Dawud, number 1481 and Jami At Tirmidhi, number 486,
none the less one cannot explicitly declare that their supplication or
actions will not be accepted by Allah, the Exalted, if they do not use the
Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, as a
means during their supplications, as this has not been confirmed in the
Holy Quran or the traditions of the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and
blessings be upon him.

None the less, the important thing to note is that Muslims should never
fall into arguments over this and similar issues to the point that it creates
enmity between them. In addition, believing one way or the other will not
affect their faith and obedience to Allah, the Exalted. Neither will this be
questioned about on the Day of Judgement by Allah, the Exalted,
otherwise the Muslim nation would have been informed of this. So
spending countless hours arguing, debating and publishing books
discussing this issue does not make sense. Muslims should instead
concentrate more on the things which when clarified will increase their
sincere obedience to Allah, the Exalted, in the form of fulfilling His
commands, refraining from His prohibitions and facing destiny with



patience according to the traditions of the Holy Prophet Muhammad,
peace and blessings be upon him, and concentrate on those things
which will be questioned about on Judgement Day, such as fulfilling the
rights of people. Unfortunately, arguing and debating over these types of
issues has distracted Muslims from concentrating on more important
things and issues and this is one of the reasons why the general
strength of the Muslim nation has declined over time.

This issue is connected to a Hadith of the Holy Prophet Muhammad,
peace and blessings be upon him, which is found in Jami At Tirmidhi,
number 2518. It advises that a Muslim should leave a thing which
creates doubt in them and act on the things which create no doubt in
them. The vast majority of Muslims are aware of the obligatory duties
and the majority of the unlawful things, such as drinking alcohol. So
these things create no doubt within Muslims therefore they should act
accordingly meaning, fulfil the obligatory duties and abstain from
unlawful things.

All other things which are not obligatory and create a doubt in society
should therefore be avoided. Allah, the Exalted, will not question why
someone did not perform a voluntary deed on Judgement Day. Instead,
He will question why they performed a voluntary deed. Therefore,
leaving the voluntary action will have no consequences in the hereafter
whereas performing a voluntary deed will namely, punishment, reward or
forgiveness. It is important for Muslims to act on this short but extremely
important Hadith as it will solve and prevent many problems and
debates. In fact, this is the advice given in another Hadith of the Holy
Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, which is found
in Jami At Tirmidhi, number 1205. It advises that both the lawful and
unlawful things in Islam have been made clear to mankind and all other
matters of voluntary actions which create doubt should be left aside.
This  attitude  will protect one's religion and honour.



“O you who have believed...seek the means [of nearness] to
Him...that you may succeed.”

It is important for Muslims to understand that they should not define a
situation as good or bad according to worldly definitions. For example,
according to a worldly definition being wealthy is good whereas being
poor is bad. Instead, Muslims should ascribe good and bad to events
and things according to the teachings of Islam. Meaning, anything which
takes one closer to the obedience of Allah, the Exalted, in the form of
fulfilling His commands, refraining from His prohibitions and by facing
destiny with patience, is good even if it is seen as bad from a worldly
point of view. And anything which takes one away from the obedience of
Allah, the Exalted, is bad even if it appears good.

There are many examples throughout the teachings of Islam which
demonstrate this. For example, Qarun was an extremely wealthy person
who lived in the time of the Holy Prophet Musa, peace be upon him.
Many people then and now may consider his wealth to be a good thing
but as it led him to pride it became a means of his destruction. So in his
case being wealthy was a bad thing. Chapter 28 Al Qasas, verses 79-
81.

“So he came out before his people in his adornment. Those who desired
the worldly life said, "Oh, would that we had like what was given to
Qaran. Indeed, he is one of great fortune. But those who had been given
knowledge said, "Woe to you! The reward of Allah is better for he who
believes and does righteousness. And none are granted it except the
patient." And We caused the earth to swallow him and his home. And



there was for him no company to aid him other than Allah, nor was he of
those who [could] defend themselves.”

On the other hand, the third rightly guided Caliph of Islam, Usman Bin
Affan, may Allah be pleased with him, was also wealthy yet he used his
wealth in the correct way. In fact, once after donating a large amount of
wealth he was told by the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and
blessings be upon him, that nothing could harm his faith after that day.
This has been indicated in a Hadith found in Jami At Tirmidhi, number
3701. So in his case wealth was a good thing.

To conclude, a Muslim should remember that every difficulty they face
has wisdoms behind it even if they do not observe them. So they should
not believe something is good or bad from a worldly point of view.
Meaning, if the thing encourages them towards the obedience of Allah,
the Exalted, then it is good even if it looks bad. Chapter 2 Al Baqgarah,
verse 216:

“...But perhaps you hate a thing and it is good for you,; and perhaps you
love a thing and it is bad for you. And Allah knows, while you know not.”



“...and strive in His cause that you may succeed.”

In a Hadith found in Sahih Muslim, number 159, the Holy Prophet
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, gave a short but far
reaching piece of advice. He advised people to sincerely declare their
belief in Allah, the Exalted, and then remain steadfast on it.

Remaining steadfast on one’s faith means that they must strive in the
sincere obedience of Allah, the Exalted, in all aspects of their life. It
consists of fulfilling the commands of Allah, the Exalted, which relate to
Him, such as the obligatory fasts and those which relate to people, such
as treating others kindly. It includes refraining from all the prohibitions of
Islam which are between a person and Allah, the Exalted, and those
involving others. A Muslim must also face destiny with patience truly
believing Allah, the Exalted, chooses what is best for His servants.
Chapter 2 Al Bagarah, verse 216:

“...But perhaps you hate a thing and it is good for you,; and perhaps you
love a thing and it is bad for you. And Allah knows, while you know not.”

Steadfastness can include refraining from both types of polytheism. The
major type is when one worships something other than Allah, the
Exalted. The minor type is when one shows off their good deeds to
others. This has been warned in a Hadith found in Sunan Ibn Majah,
number 3989. Therefore, an aspect of steadfastness is to always act for
the sake of Allah, the Exalted.



It includes obeying Allah, the Exalted, at all times instead of obeying and
pleasing oneself or others. If a Muslim disobeys Allah, the Exalted, by
pleasing themself or others they should know neither their desires nor
people will protect them from Allah, the Exalted. On the other hand, the
one who is sincerely obedient to Allah, the Exalted, will be protected
from all things by Him even if this protection is not apparent to them.

Remaining steadfast on one’s faith includes following the path set out by
the Holy Quran and the traditions of the Holy Prophet Muhammad,
peace and blessings be upon him, and not adopting a path which
deviates from this. The one who strives to adopt this path will not need
anything else as this is enough to keep them steadfast on their faith.

As people are not perfect they will undoubtedly make mistakes and
commit sins. So being steadfast in matters of faith does not mean one
has to be perfect but it means they must strive to adhere strictly to the
obedience of Allah, the Exalted, as outlined earlier, and to sincerely
repent if they commit a sin. This has been indicated in chapter 41
Fussilat, verse 6:

“...S0 take a straight course to Him and seek His forgiveness...”

This is further supported by a Hadith found in Jami At Tirmidhi, number
1987, which advises to fear Allah, the Exalted, and to erase a (minor) sin



which has occurred by performing a righteous deed. In another Hadith
found in Imam Malik's Muwatta, book 2, Hadith number 37, the Holy
Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, advised
Muslims to try their best to remain steadfast on the obedience of Allah,
the Exalted, even though they will not be able to do it perfectly.
Therefore, a Muslim’s duty is to fulfil the potential they have been given
through their intention and physical actions in the steadfast obedience of
Allah, the Exalted. They have not been commanded to achieve
perfection as this is not possible.

It is important to note, that one cannot remain steadfast in the obedience
of Allah, the Exalted, through their physical actions without purifying their
heart first. As indicated in a Hadith found in Sunan Ibn Majah, number
3984, the limbs of the body will only act in a pure way if the spiritual
heart is pure. Purity of heart is only achieved by gaining and acting on
the teachings of the Holy Quran and the traditions of the Holy Prophet
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him.

Steadfast obedience requires one to control their tongue as it expresses
the heart. Without controlling the tongue steadfast obedience to Allah,
the Exalted, is not possible. This has been advised in a Hadith found in
Jami At Tirmidhi, number 2407.

Finally, if any deficiency in the steadfast obedience of Allah, the Exalted,
occurs one must make sincere repentance to Allah, the Exalted, and
seek the forgiveness of people if it involves their rights. Chapter 46 Al
Ahgaf, verse 13:



‘Indeed, those who have said, "Our Lord is Allah,"” and then remained on
a right course - there will be no fear concerning them, nor will they
grieve.”



“...and strive in His cause that you may succeed.”

This verse reminds Muslims the importance of remaining steadfast
whenever they are attacked by their enemies namely, the Devil, their
inner Devil and those who invite them towards the disobedience of Allah,
the Exalted. A Muslim should not turn their back on the obedience of
Allah, the Exalted, whenever they are tempted by these enemies. They
should instead remain steadfast on the obedience to Allah, the Exalted,
which involves fulfilling His commands, refraining from His prohibitions
and facing destiny with patience. This is achieved by avoiding the
places, things and people who invite and tempt them towards sins and
the disobedience of Allah, the Exalted. Avoiding the traps of the Devil is
only achieved through gaining and acting on Islamic knowledge. The
same way traps on a path are only avoided by possessing knowledge of
them similarly; Islamic knowledge is required to avoid the traps of the
Devil. For example, a Muslim might spend much time reciting the Holy
Quran but because of their ignorance they might destroy their righteous
deeds without realising it through sins such as, backbiting. A Muslim is
bound to face these attacks so they should therefore prepare for them
through the sincere obedience of Allah, the Exalted, and in return gain
an uncountable reward. Allah, the Exalted, has guaranteed right
guidance for those who struggle in this way for His sake. Chapter 29 Al
Ankabut, verse 69:

“And those who strive for Us - We will surely guide them to Our ways...”

Whereas facing these attacks with ignorance and disobedience will only
lead one to difficulties and disgrace in both worlds. The same way a
solider that possesses no weapons to defend themself would be



defeated; an ignorant Muslim will have no weapon to defend themself
when facing these attacks which will result in their defeat. Whereas, the
knowledgeable Muslim is provided with the most powerful weapon which
cannot be overcome or beaten namely, sincere obedience of Allah, the
Exalted. This is only achieved through sincerely gaining and acting on
Islamic knowledge.
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