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Introduction

The following short book discusses some aspects of the Prophetic
Mission of the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon
him. This discussion is based on Chapter 33 Al Ahzab, Verses 45-46 of
the Holy Quran:

“O Prophet [Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him], indeed We
have sent you as a witness and a bringer of good tidings and a warner.
And one who invites to Allah, by His permission, and an illuminating
lamp.”

Implementing the lessons discussed will aid a Muslim to Achieve Noble
Character. According to the Hadith found in Jami At Tirmidhi, number
2003, the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him,
has advised that the heaviest thing in the Scales of Judgment Day will
be Noble Character. It is one of qualites of the Holy Prophet
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, which Allah, the Exalted,
complimented in Chapter 68 Al Qalam, Verse 4 of the Holy Quran:

“And indeed, you are of a great moral character.”

Therefore, it is a duty on all Muslims to gain and act on the teachings of
the Holy Quran and the traditions of the Holy Prophet Muhammad,
peace and blessings be upon him, in order to Achieve Noble Character.
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Chapter 33 - Al Ahzab, Verses 45-46
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“O Prophet, indeed We have sent you as a witness and a bringer of good
tidings and a warner.

And one who invites to Allah, by His permission, and an illuminating lamp.”



“O Prophet, indeed We have sent you as a witness...”

Muslims must be aware that a witness can testify on behalf of someone or
against them. The one who sincerely obeys and follows the Holy Prophet
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, and what he brought
namely, the Holy Quran, will gain benefit from his testimony on Judgement
Day. Otherwise they may well find that he testifies against them. Chapter
25 Al Furgan, verse 30:

‘And the Messenger has said, "O my Lord, indeed my people have taken
this Quran as [a thing] abandoned."”

One can only abandon the Holy Quran after they accepted and received it.
A disbeliever never received it nor accepted it in the first place so how can
they abandon it? This verse therefore refers to muslims.

In a Hadith found in Sahih Muslim number 196, the Holy Prophet
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, advised that Islam is
sincerity towards the Holy Quran and the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace
and blessings be upon him.



Sincerity towards the Holy Quran includes having deep respect and love for
the words of Allah, the Exalted. This sincerity is proven when one fulfils the
three aspects of the Holy Quran. The first is to recite it correctly and
regularly. The second is to understand its teachings through a reliable
source and teacher. The final aspect is to act on the teachings of the Holy
Quran with the aim of pleasing Allah, the Exalted. The sincere muslim gives
priority to acting on its teachings over acting on their desires which
contradict the Holy Quran. Modelling one’s character on the Holy Quran is
the sign of true sincerity towards the book of Allah, the Exalted. This is the
tradition of the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon
him, which is confirmed in a Hadith found in Sunan Abu Dawud, number
1342.

The next thing mentioned in the main Hadith under discussion is sincerity
towards the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him.
This includes striving to acquire knowledge in order to act on his traditions.
These traditions include the ones related to Allah, the Exalted, in the form
of worship, and his blessed noble character towards the creation. Chapter
68 Al Qalam, verse 4:

"And indeed, you are of a great moral character.”

It includes to accept his commands and prohibitions at all times. This has
been made a duty by Allah, the Exalted. Chapter 59 Al Hashr, verse 7:



"...And whatever the Messenger has given you - take; and what he has
forbidden you - refrain from..."

Sincerity includes to give priority to his traditions over the actions of anyone
else as all paths to Allah, the Exalted, are closed except the path of the
Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him. Chapter 3
Alee Imran, verse 31.:

"Say, [O Muhammad], "If you should love Allah, then follow me, [so] Allah
will love you and forgive you your sins..."

One must love all those who supported him during his life and after his
passing, whether they are from his Family or his Companions, may Allah
be pleased with them all. Supporting those who walk on his path and teach
his traditions is a duty on those who desire to be sincere to him. Sincerity
also includes loving those who love him and disliking those who criticise
him irrespective, of one’s relationship with these people. This is all
summarised in a single Hadith found in Sahih Bukhari, number 16. It
advises that a person cannot have true faith until they love Allah, the
Exalted, and the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon
him, more than the entire creation. This love must be shown through
actions not just words.



“O Prophet, indeed We have sent you as a witness...”

In a Hadith found in Sunan Ibn Majah, number 4308, the Holy Prophet
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, advised that he is the first
person to intercede and the first person whose intercession will be
accepted by Allah, the Exalted, on Judgment Day.

A muslim should therefore strive to make themself worthy of the
intercession of the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon
him, by performing the actions which result in this such as supplicating for it
after hearing the call to prayer. This has been advised in a Hadith found in
Sunan An Nasai, number 679. But this would require one to regularly
attend the obligatory prayers at a Mosque instead of offering them at home.
The greatest action which will result in the intercession is learning and
acting on the traditions of the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and
blessings be upon him. A muslim should not live in heedlessness by
rejecting this duty and then expect intercession on Judgment Day as this is
closer to wishful thinking which is blame worthy and of no real value
compared to true hope in the mercy of Allah, the Exalted.

Unfortunately, some muslims who have adopted this wishful thinking
expect to obtain Paradise through this intercession even though they do not
obey Allah, the Exalted, by fulfilling His commands, refraining from His
prohibitions and by facing destiny with patience according to the traditions
of the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him. These
muslims must realise that even though the intercession is a fact some
muslims who will have their punishment reduced through intercession will



still enter Hell. Even a single moment in Hell is truly unbearable. So one
should abandon wishful thinking and instead adopt true hope by practically
striving in the obedience of Allah, the Exalted.



“O Prophet, indeed We have sent you as...a bringer of good
tidings...”

This indicates the easy-going nature of Islam.

A Hadith found in Sahih Muslim, number 7129, advises that the Holy
Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, would choose the
right time when discussing religious issues with his Companions, may Allah
be pleased with them, as he did not want to over burden or bore them.

Even though, a muslim has no excuses but to fulfill their obligatory duties
and learn and act on the established traditions of the Holy Prophet
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, none the less, each muslim
should act according to their mental and physical strength and treat others
according to their mental and physical strength in order to ensure they
themself do not get fed up nor cause others to become fed up of Islam
either.

It is important to understand each person has been created uniquely and
given different blessings and gifts. For example, some have the strength to
perform much voluntary fasts while others do not. Some have the mental
strength to spend the day studying the Holy Quran and the Hadith of the
Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, whereas
others do not. Some can happily discuss religious issues all day with others



while others just do not have the attention or mental strength to do so. This
does not mean those who do not possess the strength to do these things
are bad muslims as Allah, the Exalted, will judge each person according to
their potential, strength, intention and the deeds they performed. This
discussion means that muslims should not be too hard on themselves or
others when it comes to striving on voluntary religious matters. A muslim
should strive to improve bit by bit to ensure they do not get fed up and give
up completely. If a muslim has been granted the strength to strive in
voluntary religious matters they should praise Allah, the Exalted, as none
but Him as granted this to them. Understanding this will prevent the deadly
sin of pride an atom’s worth of which is enough to take one to Hell. This is
warned in a Hadith found in Sahih Muslim, number 265.



“O Prophet, indeed We have sent you as...a bringer of good tidings
and a warner.”

This verse indicates the importance of implementing the teachings of
Islam as reminders namely; glad tidings and warnings only benefit the
person who acts on them. For example, those who ignhore road hazard
signs are often the ones who end up in dangerous situations. But those
who act upon these hazards signs are protected from this danger. The
glad tidings indicate the commands of Allah, the Exalted, which acted
upon lead to the gardens of Paradise. And the warnings are the
prohibitions of Allah, the Exalted, which acted upon protects one from
divine punishment such as Hell.



“O Prophet, indeed We have sent you as...one who invites to Allah,
by His permission...”

When spreading the awareness of Islam within society it is vital one
ensures that the correct knowledge is passed on. Otherwise, as warned
by the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, in a
Hadith found in Sunan Ibn Majah, number 206, a person may not only
get punished for passing on incorrect knowledge but that punishment will
increase depending on how many people act on it. Unfortunately, this
Hadith is very commonly overlooked resulting in the spread of unreliable
and incorrect knowledge. The lack of correct knowledge can open the
door to unbelief. For example, some people label everything they do not
understand as innovation or polytheism. They even happily label
muslims as apostates without realizing a Hadith found in Sahih Muslim,
number 216. It clearly warns that if one falsely accuses a muslim of
disbelief the accuser loses their faith. Ignorance is one of the weapons
of the Devil and one can only avoid this trap by gaining correct
knowledge from a reliable scholar before spreading it. Chapter 39 Az
Zumar, verse 9:

”

“...Say, "Are those who know equal to those who do not know?"...



“O Prophet, indeed We have sent you as...one who invites to Allah,
by His permission...”

Those who desire to spread the word of Islam should never gain
knowledge in order to defeat others in debates nor to make others feel
unintelligent nor should one seek fame when fulfilling this duty.
Otherwise, the knowledge that was meant to bring one closer to Allah,
the Exalted, only causes them to act like a hypocrite who pretends to
benefit others while only desiring fame. Those who act in this way
without sincerely repenting have been warned of Hell. This is confirmed
in a Hadith found in Sunan Ibn Majah, number 253.

Alcohol has been declared the mother of evil in a Hadith found in Sunan
An Nasai, number 5669, as it opens the door to countless other sins.
Similarly, the love for fame through spreading the word of Islam is the
mother of evil for scholars. This attitude always leads to other sins such
as, lying, backbiting, envy and hypocrisy. Because of their incorrect
intention these people will never accept the truth from another as they
fear the latter will gain more fame than them. This leads them to arguing
against the truth by twisting the verses of the Holy Quran and the
Hadiths of the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon
him, out of context. When one fails to adhere to the etiquettes of
spreading the word of Islam Allah, the Exalted, removes the light of faith
from their heart. Instead of their knowledge leading them towards light
and the pleasure of Allah, the Exalted, it only leads them to darkness.
The worse thing is that when the outside world observes these people
they may well believe that this was the attitude of the Holy Prophet
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, the Companions, may
Allah be pleased with them all, and the righteous predecessors.
Spreading this false belief to others will only lead to more difficulty for
the person. This is one of the reasons why the Holy Prophet
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, once warned in a Hadith



found in Sunan Ibn Majah, number 256, that the worse parts of Hell will
be reserved for those who used their knowledge of the Holy Quran for
the sake of fame.

Unfortunately, some people seek compensation for their deeds from
others whereas the Holy Prophets, peace be upon them, and the
righteous never demanded compensation from people. They only
desired to please Allah, the Exalted, and hoped in reward from Him
alone. Chapter 26 Ash Shu’ara, verse 164:

‘And | do not ask you for it any payment. My payment is only from the
Lord of the worlds.”

One must always aim to please Allah, the Exalted. This intention alone
will determine whether they receive reward or not from Allah, the
Exalted. This has been confirmed in a Hadith found in Sahih Bukhari,
number 1.

In fact, the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him,
once described the judgment of a person who dedicated his life to
gaining and spreading knowledge in a Hadith found in Sahih Muslim,
number 4923. As he desired compensation from people in the form of
fame Allah, the Exalted, will declare that there is no reward for him in the
hereafter because of his bad intention. The man will then be hurled into
Hell.



Unfortunately, some not only intend for material benefit but
also purposely offer advice which pleases people and
withhold the advice which would displease them even though
it is the truth. This is not considered spreading the word of
Islam and will only lead to the wrath of Allah, the Exalted.



“O Prophet, indeed We have sent you as...one who invites to Allah,
by His permission...”

Whenever one invites others towards Islam, commands good and
forbids evil they will be challenging the heedless lifestyle of many others
which will inspire them to resist the truth anyway they can. The major
reason all the past nations rejected their Holy Prophets, peace be upon
them, was due to this very reason. They could not abandon their
lifestyles and characteristics and in defense of them were prepared to
wage war against Allah, the Exalted, and their Holy Prophet, peace be
upon him. When one takes up this important duty they must be prepared
to face many hardships caused by others including their own relatives.
The Holy Prophets, peace be upon them, are the most beloved to Allah,
the Exalted, yet they encountered countless difficulties from their
nations. One only needs to study the Holy Quran and the Hadiths of the
Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, to observe
this fact. For example, the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and
blessings be upon him, once declared in a Hadith found in Jami At
Tirmidhi, number 2472, that no one in creation had been persecuted in
the path of Allah, the Exalted, more than him.

In cases like this one’s response to the bad attitude of others should be
educated, respectful and gentle. An example of this is found in chapter
19 Maryam, verses 46-47.

“[His father] said, "Have you no desire for my gods, O Abraham? If you
do not desist, | will surely stone you, so avoid me a prolonged time."
[Abraham] said, "Peace [i.e., safety] will be upon you. | will ask
forgiveness for you of my Lord. Indeed, He is ever gracious to me.”



Here the kind and respectful response of the Holy Prophet lbrahim,
peace be upon him, to the harsh attitude of his elder is discussed.

In most cases, a person must possess a character flaw if they claim to
get along with everyone. Due to the differences within the members of
society a person will never get along with everyone. They will always be
one or more that disagree with their mentality, life style and advice. This
diversity will lead to tension and occasionally problems. But if a person is
liked by everyone then in most cases it shows they have adopted the
mentality of the hypocrites by being two-faced. If the Holy Prophets,
peace be upon them, were not loved by all how can a normal person
achieve this status? This is the reason one should not believe in
propaganda as the group that were mistreated the most in this way were
the Holy Prophets, peace be upon them. This is confirmed in a Hadith
found in Sunan lbn Majah, number 4023.

For example, the Holy Prophet Mosa, peace be upon him, was once
falsely accused of illegal relations by a shameless woman. She was
enticed into slandering him by the enemy of Allah, the Exalted, Quraoon.
When she accused the Holy Prophet Mosa, peace be upon him,
publically during a religious gathering he interrogated her. When she
observed his reaction she immediately retracted her accusation and
admitted the truth. As a result Allah, the Exalted, destroyed Quraoon by
commanding the Earth to swallow him and his great treasury. This
incident has been recorded in Imam Dhahabi’s, The Major Sins, Pages
166-167. Chapter 28 Al Qasas, verse 81.:



“‘And We caused the earth to swallow him and his home...”

The Holy Prophets, peace be upon them, were slandered on many
occasions but they remained steadfast on their mission until they were
granted victory by Allah, the Exalted. When Allah, the Exalted, decides
to complete a task like aiding the one who spreads the true word of faith
the entire creation combined cannot stop Him.

Muslims must accept that they too will face hardships when spreading
the word of Islam. Therefore, they must follow in the footsteps of the
Holy Prophets, peace be upon them, by remaining steadfast in the face
of difficulties. This was the attitude of the Companions, may Allah be
pleased with them, and the righteous predecessors. If one desires to join
them in the next world they must adopt this attitude also.



“O Prophet, indeed We have sent you as...one who invites to Allah,
by His permission, and an illuminating lamp.”

It is important for all Muslims, especially parents, to act on what they
advise to others. It is obvious if one turns the pages of history that those
who acted on what they preached had a much more positive effect on
others compared to those who did not lead by example. The best
example being the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be
upon him, who not only practiced what he preached but adhered to
those teachings more strictly than anyone else. Only with this attitude
will Muslims especially, parents have a positive impact on others. For
example, if a mother warns her children not to lie as it is a sin but often
lies in front of them her children are unlikely to act on her advice. A
person's actions will always have more of an impact on others than their
speech. It is important to note that this does not mean one needs to be
perfect before advising others. It means they should sincerely strive to
act on their own advice before advising others. The Holy Quran has
made it clear in the following verse that Allah, the exalted, hates this
behaviour. In fact, the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings
be upon him, has warned in a Hadith found in Sahih Bukhari, number
3267, that the a person who commanded good but refrained from it
themself and prohibited evil yet acted on it themself will be punished in
severely Hell. Chapter 61 As Saf, verse 3:

“Greatly hateful in the sight of Allah is that you say what you do not do.”

So it is vital for all Muslims to strive to act on their advice themself then
advise others to do the same. Leading by example is the tradition of all



the Holy Prophets, peace be upon them, and is the best way to affect
others in a positive way.



“O Prophet, indeed We have sent you as...one who invites to Allah,
by His permission, and an illuminating lamp.”

If one turns the pages of history they will observe many people who
achieved great worldly success and in some cases benefited mankind
yet, they will also observe at least one thing which taints their
achievements. But if one observes the life of the Holy Prophet
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, they will observe
nothing except success and countless things which benefit mankind.
Even though, there are people who falsely criticise the Holy Prophet
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, it is quite evident from
his highly accurate and detailed biography which has been verified by
reliable muslim and non-muslim historians that this criticism is based on
nothing but falsehood. This is why muslims must put aside all role
models and instead study and adopt the flawless character of the Holy
Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, as this is the
only way to achieve real untainted success in both one's worldly and
religious life. Chapter 3 Alee Imran, verse 31.:

“‘Say, [O Muhammad], "If you should love Allah, then follow me, [sO]
Allah will love you and forgive you your sins...”

There is no goal greater than this in this world. In fact, this is what
people irrespective of their faith strive to achieve. And Allah, the Exalted,
has placed all of it in the footsteps of his Holy Prophet Muhammad,
peace and blessings be upon him. Chapter 33 Al Ahzab, verse 21.:



“There has certainly been for you in the Messenger of Allah an excellent
pattern for anyone whose hope is in Allah and the Last Day and [who]
remembers Allah often.”

It is simple, if a person desires worldly and religious success they should
follow in the footsteps of the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and
blessings be upon him. But if they choose a path other than his whatever
tainted success they achieve will eventually become a burden for them
and it may lead to a punishment on a Great Day.



“O Prophet, indeed We have sent you as...one who invites to Allah,
by His permission, and an illuminating lamp.”

This mission has passed down to the muslim nation. Therefore, this
verse reminds muslims of the very important position they have been
appointed to by Allah, the Exalted, namely, the ambassadors of Islam. It
Is extremely important for muslims to fulfil this duty according to their
potential. The best way to achieve this is by fulfilling the commands of
Allah, the Exalted, refraining from His prohibitions and being patient with
His choices. Islam spread across the entire globe because the righteous
predecessors took this duty very seriously. When they gained and acted
on beneficial knowledge the outside world recognised the truthfulness of
Islam through their behaviour. This caused countless people to enter the
fold of Islam. Unfortunately, many muslims today believe that showing
others about Islam is merely in one's appearance, such as growing a
beard or wearing a scarf. This is only an aspect of representing Islam.
The greatest part is by adopting the characteristics of Holy Prophet
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, discussed in the Holy
Quran and his traditions. Only with this attitude will the outside world
observe the true nature of Islam. A muslim should always remember that
adopting an Islamic appearance while possessing characteristics which
oppose the teachings of Islam only causes the outside world to
disrespect Islam. They will be held accountable for this disrespect as
they are the cause of it. A muslim should therefore behave as a true
ambassador of Islam by adopting the inward teachings of Islam as well
as the outer appearance of Islam.

In addition, this important position should remind muslims that they will
be held accountable and questioned whether they fulfilled this role or not
on Judgment Day. The same way a king would become angry at their
diplomat and representative if they failed to fulfil their duty so will Allah,



the Exalted, become angry with the muslim who fails to fulfill their duty
as an ambassador of Islam.
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