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Introduction

The following short book discusses some aspects of the Truthful Ones.
This discussion is based on Chapter 33 Al Ahzab, Verses 23-24 of the
Holy Quran:

“Among the believers are men true to what they promised Allah. Among
them is he who has fulfilled his vow [to the death], and among them is he
who awaits [his chance]. And they did not alter [the terms of their
commitment] by any alteration. That Allah may reward the truthful for
their truth and punish the hypocrites if He wills or accept their
repentance. Indeed, Allah is ever Forgiving and Merciful.”

Implementing the lessons discussed will aid a Muslim to Achieve Noble
Character. According to the Hadith found in Jami At Tirmidhi, number
2003, the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him,
has advised that the heaviest thing in the Scales of Judgment Day will
be Noble Character. It is one of qualites of the Holy Prophet
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, which Allah, the Exalted,
complimented in Chapter 68 Al Qalam, Verse 4 of the Holy Quran:

“And indeed, you are of a great moral character.”



Therefore, it is a duty on all Muslims to gain and act on the teachings of
the Holy Quran and the traditions of the Holy Prophet Muhammad,
peace and blessings be upon him, in order to Achieve Noble Character.



The Truthful Ones

Chapter 33 - Al Ahzab, Verses 23-24
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“Among the believers are men true to what they promised Allah. Among
them is he who has fulfilled his vow [to the death], and among them is he
who awaits [his chance]. And they did not alter [the terms of their
commitment] by any alteration.

That Allah may reward the truthful for their truth and punish the hypocrites if
He wills or accept their repentance. Indeed, Allah is ever Forgiving and
Merciful.”



“Among the believers are men true to what they promised Allah.
Among them is he who has fulfilled his vow [to the death], and among
them is he who awaits [his chance]. And they did not alter [the terms

of their commitment] by any alteration. That Allah may reward the
truthful for their truth...”

In the third year after the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings
be upon him, migrated to Medina the non-Muslim leaders of Mecca decided
to take revenge for the loss at the Battle of Badr which occurred in the
previous year. This led to the Battle of Uhud. When the battle commenced
the Companions, may Allah be pleased with them, quickly overcame the
non-Muslim army which caused them to retreat. But some of the archers
the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him,
commanded to stay on Mount Uhud, irrespective of the outcome of the
battle, believed that the battle was over and the command no longer
applied. When they descended Mount Uhud this exposed the rear of the
Muslim army. The non-Muslim army then rallied together and attacked the
Muslims from both sides. This led to the martyrdom of many Companions,
may Allah be pleased with them. After the battle was over the Companions,
may Allah be pleased with them, began burying their fallen comrades. The
Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, passed by a
martyred Companion, Musab Bin Umayr, may Allah be pleased with him,
and recited chapter 33 Al Ahzab, verse 23:

“‘Among the believers are men true to what they promised Allah. Among
them is he who has fulfilled his vow [to the death], and among them is he
who awaits [his chance]. And they did not alter [the terms of their
commitment] by any alteration.”



This has been discussed in Imam Ibn Kathir's, the Life of the Prophet,
Volume 3, Page 62.

This incident is linked to chapter 7 Al A’raf, verse 172 of the Holy Quran:

“And [mention] when your Lord took from the children of Adam - from their
loins - their descendants and made them testify of themselves, [saying to
them], "Am | not your Lord?" They said, "Yes, we have testified.” [This] -
lest you should say on the Day of Resurrection, "Indeed, we were of this
unaware."”

All humans were brought forth so that they could take this pledge to Allah,
the Exalted. The lesson to understand behind this incident is that all people
accepted Allah, the Exalted, as their Lord. Meaning, the One who created
them, sustains them and the One who will judge their deeds on the Day of
Judgment. It is important for all Muslims to fulfil this pledge through sincere
obedience to Allah, the Exalted, by fulfilling His commands, refraining from
His prohibitions and by facing destiny with patience according to the
traditions of the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon
him.

This verse indicates that Allah, the Exalted, did not ask the creation if they
were His servants instead, He asked them if He was their Lord. This is an



indication that the will of Allah, the Exalted, should always come before the
will and desire of a person. If a Muslim has a choice between pleasing
Allah, the Exalted, or someone else this pledge should remind them that
the pleasure of Allah, the Exalted, must come first.

This question is also an indication of the infinite mercy of Allah, the Exalted,
as He hinted the answer to the creation by wording it as He did. This shows
Muslims that even though Allah, the Exalted, is the Lord who will judge their
deeds yet, He is also infinitely merciful.

The effect of this covenant is deeply embedded in the hearts of all
mankind. In fact, this is the nature which has been indicated in a Hadith
found in Sahih Muslim, number 6755. From this one can understand that it
IS important for people not to search for the truth after making their minds
up beforehand and then search for evidence which supports their
predetermined belief. Only those who open their minds without making a
predetermined decision will unlock this covenant which has been
embedded deep in their hearts. In fact, having an open mind is important in
all issues not just in matters of faith as it helps one to find the truth and the
best path. This attitude strengthens society and always encourages peace
between people. But the stubbornness of those who predetermine their
choices will always create wedges between members of a society which
can affect people on a national level. It is important for Muslims not to
always believe they are correct in worldly matters otherwise they will adopt
this stubborn attitude. This will prevent them from accepting the opinions of
others which will lead to arguments, enmity and fractured relationships.
Therefore, this attitude should be avoided at all costs.



Finally, the fact that this covenant is deeply embedded in a person’s heart
indicates that it is a duty on Muslims to uncover it. This will lead one to
certainty of faith which is much stronger than faith based on hearsay
meaning, being told by one's family that they are a Muslim. Certainty of
faith allows a Muslim to overcome all difficulties successfully in this world
while fulfilling their religious and worldly duties. One only fails in tests and
their duties because of weakness in their faith. Certainty of faith is only
obtained by gaining and acting on the knowledge found within the Holy
Quran and the traditions of the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and
blessings be upon him. Chapter 41 Fussilat, verse 53:

“We will show them Our signs in the horizons and within themselves until it
becomes clear to them that it is the truth...”



“Among the believers are men true to what they promised Allah.
Among them is he who has fulfilled his vow [to the death], and among
them is he who awaits [his chance]. And they did not alter [the terms

of their commitment] by any alteration. That Allah may reward the
truthful for their truth and punish the hypocrites if He wills or accept
their repentance...”

In a Hadith found in Sahih Bukhari, number 2749, the Holy Prophet
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, warned that breaking
promises is an aspect of hypocrisy.

The greatest of promises a muslim has made is with Allah, the Exalted,
which is to obey Him sincerely. This involves fulfilling His commands,
refraining from His prohibitions and facing destiny with patience. All other
promises made with people must also be kept unless one has a valid
excuse especially, the ones a parent makes with children. Breaking
promises only teaches children bad character and encourages them to
believe being deceitful is an acceptable characteristic to possess. In a
Hadith found in Sahih Bukhari, number 2227, Allah, the Exalted, declares
that He will be against the one who makes a promise in His name and then
breaks it without a valid excuse. How can the one who has Allah, the
Exalted, against them on Judgment Day possibly succeed?



“Among the believers are men true to what they promised Allah.
Among them is he who has fulfilled his vow [to the death], and among
them is he who awaits [his chance]. And they did not alter [the terms

of their commitment] by any alteration. That Allah may reward the
truthful for their truth and punish the hypocrites if He wills or accept
their repentance...”

In a Hadith found in Sahih Muslim, number 159, the Holy Prophet
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, gave a short but far
reaching piece of advice. He advised people to sincerely declare their belief
in Allah, the Exalted, and then remain steadfast on it.

Remaining steadfast on one’s faith means that they must strive in the
sincere obedience of Allah, the Exalted, in all aspects of their life. It
consists of fulfilling the commands of Allah, the Exalted, which relate to
Him, such as the obligatory fasts and those which relate to people, such as
treating others kindly. It includes refraining from all the prohibitions of Islam
which are between a person and Allah, the Exalted, and those involving
others. A muslim must also face destiny with patience truly believing Allah,
the Exalted, chooses what is best for His servants. Chapter 2 Al Bagarah,
verse 216:

“...But perhaps you hate a thing and it is good for you; and perhaps you
love a thing and it is bad for you. And Allah knows, while you know not.”



Steadfastness can include refraining from both types of polytheism. The
major type is when one worships something other than Allah, the Exalted.
The minor type is when one shows off their good deeds to others. This has
been warned in a Hadith found in Sunan Ibn Majah, number 3989.
Therefore, an aspect of steadfastness is to always act for the sake of Allah,
the Exalted.

It includes obeying Allah, the Exalted, at all times instead of obeying and
pleasing oneself or others. If a Muslim disobeys Allah, the Exalted, by
pleasing themself or others they should know neither their desires nor
people will protect them from Allah, the Exalted. On the other hand, the one
who is sincerely obedient to Allah, the Exalted, will be protected from all
things by Him even if this protection is not apparent to them.

Remaining steadfast on one’s faith includes following the path set out by
the Holy Quran and the traditions of the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace
and blessings be upon him, and not adopting a path which deviates from
this. The one who strives to adopt this path will not need anything else as
this is enough to keep them steadfast on their faith.

As people are not perfect they will undoubtedly make mistakes and commit
sins. So being steadfast in matters of faith does not mean one has to be
perfect but it means they must strive to adhere strictly to the obedience of
Allah, the Exalted, as outlined earlier, and to sincerely repent if they commit
a sin. This has been indicated in chapter 41 Fussilat, verse 6:



“...s0 take a straight course to Him and seek His forgiveness...”

This is further supported by a Hadith found in Jami At Tirmidhi, number
1987, which advises to fear Allah, the Exalted, and to erase a (minor) sin
which has occurred by performing a righteous deed. In another Hadith
found in Imam Malik's Muwatta, book 2, Hadith number 37, the Holy
Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, advised muslims
to try their best to remain steadfast on the obedience of Allah, the Exalted,
even though they will not be able to do it perfectly. Therefore, a muslim’s
duty is to fulfil the potential they have been given through their intention
and physical actions in the steadfast obedience of Allah, the Exalted. They
have not been commanded to achieve perfection as this is not possible.

It is important to note, that one cannot remain steadfast in the obedience of
Allah, the Exalted, through their physical actions without purifying their
heart first. As indicated in a Hadith found in Sunan Ibn Majah, number
3984, the limbs of the body will only act in a pure way if the spiritual heart is
pure. Purity of heart is only achieved by gaining and acting on the
teachings of the Holy Quran and the traditions of the Holy Prophet
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him.

Steadfast obedience requires one to control their tongue as it expresses
the heart. Without controlling the tongue steadfast obedience to Allah, the
Exalted, is not possible. This has been advised in a Hadith found in Jami At
Tirmidhi, number 2407.



Finally, if any deficiency in the steadfast obedience of Allah, the Exalted,
occurs one must make sincere repentance to Allah, the Exalted, and seek
the forgiveness of people if it involves their rights. Chapter 46 Al Ahgaf,
verse 13:

“Indeed, those who have said, "Our Lord is Allah," and then remained on a
right course - there will be no fear conceming them, nor will they grieve.”



“Among the believers are men true to what they promised Allah.
Among them is he who has fulfilled his vow [to the death], and among
them is he who awaits [his chance]. And they did not alter [the terms

of their commitment] by any alteration. That Allah may reward the
truthful for their truth and punish the hypocrites if He wills or accept
their repentance...”

When a person accepts Islam they take a pledge to sincerely obey Allah,
the Exalted, the Holy Quran and the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and
blessings be upon him.

In a Hadith found in Sahih Muslim number 196, the Holy Prophet
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, advised that Islam is
sincerity towards Allah, the Exalted, His book, meaning, the Holy Quran
and the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him.

Sincerity towards Allah, the Exalted, includes fulfilling all the duties given by
Him in the form of commands and prohibitions, solely for His pleasure. As
confirmed in a Hadith found in Sahih Bukhari, number 1, all will be judged
by their intention. So if one is not sincere towards Allah, the Exalted, when
performing good deeds they will gain no reward in this world or in the next.
In fact, according to a Hadith found in Jami At Tirmidhi, number 3154,
those who performed insincere deeds will be told on Judgement Day to
seek their reward from those who they acted for, which will not be possible.
Chapter 98 Al Bayyinah, verse 5.



"And they were not commanded except to worship Allah, [being] sincere to
Him in religion....."

If one is lax in fulfilling their duties towards Allah, the Exalted, it proves a
lack of sincerity. Therefore, they should sincerely repent and struggle to
fulfil them all. It is important to bear in mind Allah, the Exalted, never
burdens one with duties they cannot perform or handle. Chapter 2 Al
Bagarah, verse 286.

"Allah does not charge a soul except [with that within] its capacity...."

Being sincere towards Allah, the Exalted, means that one should always
choose His pleasure over the pleasure of themself and others. A Muslim
should always give priority to those actions which are for the sake of Allah,
the Exalted, over all else. One should love others and dislike their sins for
the sake of Allah, the Exalted, and not for the sake of their own desires.
When they help others or refuse to take part in sins it should be for the
sake of Allah, the Exalted. The one who adopts this mentality has perfected
their faith. This is confirmed in a Hadith found in Sunan Abu Dawud,
number 4681.

Sincerity towards the Holy Quran includes having deep respect and love for
the words of Allah, the Exalted. This sincerity is proven when one fulfils the



three aspects of the Holy Quran. The first is to recite it correctly and
regularly. The second is to understand its teachings through a reliable
source and teacher. The final aspect is to act on the teachings of the Holy
Quran with the aim of pleasing Allah, the Exalted. The sincere muslim gives
priority to acting on its teachings over acting on their desires which
contradict the Holy Quran. Modelling one’s character on the Holy Quran is
the sign of true sincerity towards the book of Allah, the Exalted. This is the
tradition of the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon
him, which is confirmed in a Hadith found in Sunan Abu Dawud, number
1342.

The next thing mentioned in the main Hadith under discussion is sincerity
towards the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him.
This includes striving to acquire knowledge in order to act on his traditions.
These traditions include the ones related to Allah, the Exalted, in the form
of worship, and his blessed noble character towards the creation. Chapter
68 Al Qalam, verse 4:

"And indeed, you are of a great moral character.”

It includes to accept his commands and prohibitions at all times. This has
been made a duty by Allah, the Exalted. Chapter 59 Al Hashr, verse 7:



"...And whatever the Messenger has given you - take; and what he has
forbidden you - refrain from..."

Sincerity includes to give priority to his traditions over the actions of anyone
else as all paths to Allah, the Exalted, are closed except the path of the
Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him. Chapter 3
Alee Imran, verse 31:

"Say, [O Muhammad], "If you should love Allah, then follow me, [so] Allah
will love you and forgive you your sins..."

One must love all those who supported him during his life and after his
passing, whether they are from his Family or his Companions, may Allah
be pleased with them all. Supporting those who walk on his path and teach
his traditions is a duty on those who desire to be sincere to him. Sincerity
also includes loving those who love him and disliking those who criticise
him irrespective, of one’s relationship with these people. This is all
summarised in a single Hadith found in Sahih Bukhari, number 16. It
advises that a person cannot have true faith until they love Allah, the
Exalted, and the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon
him, more than the entire creation. This love must be shown through
actions not just words.



“Among the believers are men true to what they promised Allah.
Among them is he who has fulfilled his vow [to the death], and among
them is he who awaits [his chance]. And they did not alter [the terms

of their commitment] by any alteration. That Allah may reward the
truthful for their truth and punish the hypocrites if He wills or accept
their repentance...”

It is important for muslims to understand that Allah, the Exalted, does not
demand muslims to overcome the difficulties which the Holy Prophet
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, and his Companions, may
Allah be pleased with them, endured. For example, they migrated from
Mecca to Medina whereby they left behind their families, homes,
businesses and migrated to a strange land all for the sake of Allah, the
Exalted.

In comparison, the difficulties muslims face now are not as difficult as those
the righteous predecessors faced. Muslims should therefore be grateful
that they are only required to make a few small sacrifices, such as
sacrificing some sleep to offer the obligatory dawn prayer and some wealth
to donate the obligatory charity. Allah, the Exalted, is not commanding
them to leave their homes and families for His sake. This gratitude must be
shown practically by using the blessings one possesses in ways pleasing to
Allah, the Exalted.

In addition, when a muslim faces difficulties they should remember the
difficulties the righteous predecessors faced and how they overcame them
through steadfast obedience to Allah, the Exalted, which involves fulfilling



His commands, refraining from His prohibitions and facing destiny with
patience. This knowledge can provide a muslim the strength to overcome
their difficulties as they know the righteous predecessors were more
beloved to Allah, the Exalted, yet they endured more severe difficulties with
patience. In fact, a Hadith found in Sunan Ibn Majah, number 4023, advises
that the Holy Prophets, peace be upon them, endured the most difficult of
tests and they are undoubtedly the most beloved to Allah, the Exalted.

If a muslim follows the steadfast attitude of the righteous predecessors it is
hoped they will end up with them in the hereafter.



“Among the believers are men true to what they promised Allah.
Among them is he who has fulfilled his vow [to the death], and among
them is he who awaits [his chance]. And they did not alter [the terms

of their commitment] by any alteration. That Allah may reward the
truthful for their truth and punish the hypocrites if He wills or accept
their repentance...”

In a Hadith found in Jami At Tirmidhi, number 1971, the Holy Prophet
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, discussed the importance
of truthfulness and avoiding lies. The first part advises that truthfulness
leads to righteousness which in turn leads to Paradise. When a person
persists on truthfulness they are recorded by Allah, the Exalted, as a
truthful person.

It is important to note, that truthfulness as three levels. The first is when
one is truthful in their intention and sincerity. Meaning, they act only for the
sake of Allah, the Exalted, and do not benefit others for an ulterior motive,
such as fame. This in fact is the foundation of Islam as every action is
judged on one's intention. This is confirmed in a Hadith found in Sahih
Bukhari, number 1. The next level is when one is truthful through their
words. This in reality means they avoid all types of verbal sins not just lies.
As the one who indulges in other verbal sins cannot be a real truthful
person. An excellent way of achieving this is by acting on a Hadith found in
Jami At Tirmidhi, number 2317, which advises that a person can only make
their Islam excellent when they avoid getting involved in the things which
do not concern them. The majority of verbal sins occur because a muslim
discusses something which does not concern them. The final stage is
truthfulness in actions. This is achieved through the sincere obedience of
Allah, the Exalted, by fulfilling His commands, refraining from His



prohibitions and being patient with destiny according to the traditions of the
Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, without
cheery picking or misinterpreting the teachings of Islam which suit one's
desires. They must adhere to hierarchy and priority order set by Allah, the
Exalted, in all actions.

The consequences of the opposite of these levels of truthfulness namely,
lying, according to the main Hadith under discussion, is that it leads to
disobedience which in turn leads to the fire of Hell. When one persists on
this attitude they will be recorded as a great liar by Allah, the Exalted.



“...and punish the hypocrites if He wills or accept their repentance...”

Allah, the Exalted, does not hasten the punishment for the one who
deserves it out of leniency. Instead He gives them an opportunity to
sincerely repent and rectify their behaviour. The muslim who understands
this will never give up hope in the mercy of Allah, the Exalted, but will not
also cross the limits and adopt wishful thinking by believing Allah, the
Exalted, will never punish them. They understand that punishment is only
delayed not abandoned unless they sincerely repent. So this divine name
creates hope and fear in a muslim. A muslim should use this delay in order
to repent and hasten towards good deeds.

A muslim should act on this divine attribute by being lenient with people
especially, when they demonstrate bad character. They should show
leniency towards others just as they desire Allah, the Exalted, to be lenient
with them in their moments of heedlessness. But at the same time they
should not be lenient with their own bad characteristics knowing that
punishment for sins is delayed not permanently abandoned until they
sincerely repent. They should also remain steadfast in leniency by replying
evil with good according to the traditions of the Holy Prophet Muhammad,
peace and blessings be upon him. Chapter 41 Fussilat, verse 34:

“And not equal are the good deed and the bad. Repel [evil] by that [deed]
which is better; and thereupon, the one whom between you and him is
enmity [will become] as though he was a devoted friend.”



“...and punish the hypocrites if He wills or accept their repentance...”

In a Hadith found in Sunan Ibn Majah, number 4251, the Holy Prophet
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, advised that people
commit sins but the best person who commits sins is the one who sincerely
repents.

As people are not Angels they are bound to commit sins. The thing that
makes these people special is when they sincerely repent from their sins.
Sincere repentance includes feeling remorse, seeking the forgiveness of
Allah, the Exalted, and anyone who has been wronged, making a firm
promise not to commit the sin or a similar sin again and making up for any
rights which have been violated in respect to Allah, the Exalted, and
people.

It is important to note, minor sins can be erased through righteous deeds
which has been advised in many Hadiths, such as the one found in Sahih
Muslim, number 550. It advises that the five daily obligatory prayers and
two consecutive Friday congregational prayers erase the minor sins
committed in between them as long as major sins are avoided.

Major sins are only erased through sincere repentance. Therefore, a
muslim should strive to avoid all sins, minor and major, and if they happen
to occur to immediately sincerely repent as the time of death is unknown.



And they should continue obeying Allah, the Exalted, by fulfilling His
commands, refraining from His prohibitions and by facing destiny with
patience.



“...Indeed, Allah is ever Forgiving...”

Allah, the Exalted, conceals and covers the faults of His repentant servants
without punishing them or holding it against them in anyway.

A muslim should therefore never lose hope in the mercy of Allah, the
Exalted, as this leads to unbelief. Chapter 12 Yusuf, verse 87:

“...and despair not of relief from Allah. Indeed, no one despairs of relief
from Allah except the disbelieving people.”

A muslim should understand that the forgiveness of Allah, the Exalted, is
unlimited while their sins will always be limited. The limited can never
overcome the unlimited. But it is important to note this applies to the one
who repents sincerely not the person who continues sinning believing they
will be forgiven. This is merely wishful thinking not true hope in the
forgiveness of Allah, the Exalted. Sincere repentance involves feeling
remorse, seeking forgiveness from Allah, the Exalted, and if necessary
from people, sincerely promising to refrain from the same or similar sin
again and making up for any rights which have been violated in respect to
Allah, the Exalted, and people.



Muslims should act on this blessed divine name by overlooking and
forgiving the mistakes of others. It is logical to understand that if one
desires the forgiveness of Allah, the Exalted, they should learn to forgive
others. Chapter 24 An Nur, verse 22:

“...and let them pardon and overlook. Would you not like that Allah should
forgive you? And Allah is Forgiving and Merciful.”



“ ..Indeed, Allah is ever...Merciful.”

Allah, the Exalted, is the Most Merciful according to His infinite status.
This attribute means that Allah, the Exalted, bestows countless favours
on the creation and is always extremely kind to them. This same
characteristic has been attributed to others such as the Holy Prophet
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him. Chapter 9 At Tawbah,
verse 128:

“There has certainly come to you a Messenger from among yourselves.
Grievous to him is what you suffer; [he is] concerned over you [i.e., your
guidance] and to the believers is kind and merciful.”

When used in reference to the creation merciful means soft-hearted and
compassionate. A muslim must adopt these qualities by looking at the
creation through the eye of mercy and by treating them with mercy and
compassion whether they are obedient or sinful. Many Hadiths such as
the one found in Sahih Muslim, number 6030, indicate that the one who
does not show mercy to others will not be shown mercy by Allah, the
Exalted. So it is vital for muslims to show mercy to all through their
actions such as financial and physical help and through their words such
as supplicating for them. Islam in fact rewards a muslim who shows
mercy to all living things such as animals. This has been confirmed in a
Hadith found in Sunan Abu Dawud, number 2550. In addition, the mercy
they show should not be selective or occasional instead they should
strive to demonstrate mercy at all times with all of creation.
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