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Introduction

The following short book discusses the Upright Path. This discussion is
based on Chapter 43 Az Zukhruf, Verses 43-44 of the Holy Quran:

“So adhere to that which is revealed to you [Prophet Muhammad, peace
and blessings be upon him]. Indeed, you are on a straight path. And
indeed, it [the Holy Quran] is a remembrance for you and your people,
and you [all] are going to be questioned.”

Implementing the lessons discussed will aid a Muslim to Achieve Noble
Character. According to the Hadith found in Jami At Tirmidhi, number
2003, the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him,
has advised that the heaviest thing in the Scales of Judgment Day will
be Noble Character. It is one of qualities of the Holy Prophet
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, which Allah, the Exalted,
complimented in Chapter 68 Al Qalam, Verse 4 of the Holy Quran:

“And indeed, you are of a great moral character.”

Therefore, it is a duty on all Muslims to gain and act on the teachings of
the Holy Quran and the traditions of the Holy Prophet Muhammad,
peace and blessings be upon him, in order to Achieve Noble Character.



The Upright Path

Chapter 43 - Az Zukhruf, Verses 43-44
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“So adhere to that which is revealed to you [Prophet Muhammad, peace
and blessings be upon him]. Indeed, you are on a straight path.

And indeed, it [the Holy Quran] is a remembrance for you and your people,
and you [all] are going to be questioned.”



“So adhere to that which is revealed to you [Prophet Muhammad,
peace and blessings be upon him]...”

This verse indicates the importance of leading by example.

It is important for all Muslims, especially parents, to act on what they advise
to others. It is obvious if one turns the pages of history that those who
acted on what they preached had a much more positive effect on others
compared to those who did not lead by example. The best example being
the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, who not
only practiced what he preached but adhered to those teachings more
strictly than anyone else. Only with this attitude will Muslims especially,
parents have a positive impact on others. For example, if a mother warns
her children not to lie as it is a sin but often lies in front of them her children
are unlikely to act on her advice. A person's actions will always have more
of an impact on others than their speech. It is important to note that this
does not mean one needs to be perfect before advising others. It means
they should sincerely strive to act on their own advice before advising
others. The Holy Quran has made it clear in the following verse that Allah,
the exalted, hates this behaviour. In fact, the Holy Prophet Muhammad,
peace and blessings be upon him, has warned in a Hadith found in Sahih
Bukhari, number 3267, that the a person who commanded good but
refrained from it themself and prohibited evil yet acted on it themself will be
punished in severely Hell. Chapter 61 As Saf, verse 3:

“Greatly hateful in the sight of Allah is that you say what you do not do.”



So it is vital for all Muslims to strive to act on their advice themself then
advise others to do the same. Leading by example is the tradition of all the
Holy Prophets, peace be upon them, and is the best way to affect others in
a positive way.



“So adhere to that which is revealed to you [Prophet Muhammad,
peace and blessings be upon him]...And indeed, it [the Holy Quran] is
aremembrance for you and your people, and you [all] are going to be

questioned [regarding it].”

One will only benefit from the Holy Quran in both worlds when they fulfil its
rights.

In a Hadith found in Imam Munzari's, Awareness and Apprehension,
number 30, the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon
him, advised that the Holy Quran will intercede on Judgment Day. Those
who follow it during their lives on Earth will be led to Paradise on Judgment
Day. But those who neglect it during their lives on Earth will find that it
pushes them into Hell on Judgment Day.

The Holy Quran is a book of guidance. It is not merely a book of recitation.
Muslims must therefore strive to fulfill all aspects of the Holy Quran to
ensure that it guides them to success in both worlds. The first aspect is
reciting it correctly and regularly. The second aspect is to understand it.
And the final aspect is to act on its teachings according to the traditions of
the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him. Those
who behave in such a manner are the ones who are given glad tidings of
right guidance through every difficulty in this world and its intercession on
the Day of Judgment. But as warned by this Hadith the Holy Quran is only
guidance and a mercy for those who correctly act on its aspects according
to the traditions of the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be
upon him. But those who misinterpret it and instead act according to their



desires in order to gain worldly things, such as fame, will be deprived of this
right guidance and its intercession on Judgment Day. In fact, their complete
loss in both worlds will only increase until they sincerely repent. Chapter 17
Al Isra, verse 82:

“And We send down of the Quran that which is healing and mercy for the
believers, but it does not increase the wrongdoers except in loss.”

Finally, it is important to understand that even though the Holy Quran is a
cure for worldly problems a muslim should not only use it for this purpose.
Meaning, they should not only recite it in order to fix their worldly problems
thereby, treating the Holy Quran like a tool which is removed during a
difficulty and then placed back in a toolbox. The main function of the Holy
Quran is to guide one to the hereafter safely. Neglecting this main function
and only using it to fix one's worldly problems is not correct as it contradicts
the behaviour of a true muslim. It is like the one who purchases a car with
many different accessories yet, it possesses no engine. There is no doubt
that this person is simply foolish.



“...Indeed, you [Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon
him] are on a straight path.”

If one desires to walk down this straight path, which leads to success and
peace in both worlds, then they must sincerely obey and follow the Holy
Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him.

In a Hadith found in Sahih Muslim number 196, the Holy Prophet
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, advised that Islam is
sincerity towards the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be
upon him. This includes striving to acquire knowledge in order to act on his
traditions. These traditions include the ones related to Allah, the Exalted, in
the form of worship, and his blessed noble character towards the creation.
Chapter 68 Al Qalam, verse 4:

"And indeed, you are of a great moral character.”

It includes to accept his commands and prohibitions at all times. This has
been made a duty by Allah, the Exalted. Chapter 59 Al Hashr, verse 7:

"...And whatever the Messenger has given you - take; and what he has
forbidden you - refrain from..."



Sincerity includes to give priority to his traditions over the actions of anyone
else as all paths to Allah, the Exalted, are closed except the path of the
Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him. Chapter 3
Alee Imran, verse 31.:

"Say, [O Muhammad], "If you should love Allah, then follow me, [so] Allah
will love you and forgive you your sins..."

One must love all those who supported him during his life and after his
passing, whether they are from his Family or his Companions, may Allah
be pleased with them all. Supporting those who walk on his path and teach
his traditions is a duty on those who desire to be sincere to him. Sincerity
also includes loving those who love him and disliking those who criticise
him irrespective, of one’s relationship with these people. This is all
summarised in a single Hadith found in Sahih Bukhari, number 16. It
advises that a person cannot have true faith until they love Allah, the
Exalted, and the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon
him, more than the entire creation. This love must be shown through
actions not just words.



“...and you [all] are going to be questioned.”

One must prepare for their Final Judgement by using the blessings they
have been granted in ways pleasing to Allah, the Exalted.

In reality, in most cases nothing in this material world in itself is good or
bad, such as wealth. What makes a thing good or bad is the way it is
used. It is important to understand that the very purpose of everything
which was created by Allah, the Exalted, was for it to be used correctly
according to the teachings of Islam. When something is not used
correctly it in reality becomes useless. For example, wealth is useful in
both worlds when it is used correctly such as being spent on the
necessities of a person and their dependents. But it can become useless
and even a curse for its bearer if it is not used correctly, such as being
hoarded or spent on sinful things. Simply hoarding wealth causes wealth
to lose value. How can paper and metal coins one tucks away be
useful? In this respect, there is no difference between a blank piece of
paper and a note of money. It is only useful when it is used correctly.

So if a Muslim desires all their worldly possessions to become a blessing
for them in both worlds all they have to do is use them correctly
according to the teachings found in the Holy Quran and the traditions of
the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him. But if
they use them incorrectly then the same blessing will become a burden
and curse for them in both worlds. It is as simple as that.



“...and you [all] are going to be questioned.”

One must prepare for their Final Judgement by using the blessings they
have been granted in ways pleasing to Allah, the Exalted. One can adopt
the correct attitude when they understand the purpose of these blessings.

Every worldly blessing a Muslim possesses is only a means which should
aid them in reaching the hereafter safely. It is not an end in itself. For
example, wealth is a means one should use in order to obey Allah, the
Exalted, by fulfiling the commands of Allah, the Exalted, fulfilling their
necessities and the necessities of their dependents. It is not an end or an
ultimate goal in itself.

This not only aids a Muslim in maintaining their focus on the hereafter but it
also aids them whenever they lose worldly blessings. When a Muslim treats
each worldly blessing, such as a child, as a means to please Allah, the
Exalted, and reach the hereafter safely then losing it will not have such a
detrimental impact on them. They may become sad, which is an acceptable
emotion, but they will not become grieved which leads to impatience and
other mental problems, such as depression. This is because they firmly
believe the worldly blessing they possessed was only a means so losing it
does not cause a loss in the ultimate goal namely, Paradise, the loss of
which is disastrous. Therefore, still possessing and concentrating on the
ultimate goal will prevent them from becoming grieved.



In addition, they will understand that just like the thing they lost was only a
means they firmly believe they will be provided with another means to
reach and fulfil their ultimate goal by Allah, the Exalted. This will also
prevent them from grieving. Whereas, the one who believes their worldly
blessing is the end instead of a means will experience severe grief when
losing it as their whole purpose and objective has been lost. This grief will
lead to depression and other mental issues.

To conclude, Muslims should treat each blessing they possess as a means
to reach the hereafter safely not as an end in itself. This is how one can
possess things without being possessed by them. This is how they can
keep worldly things in their hands and not in their hearts.



“...and you [all] are going to be questioned.”

In a Hadith found in Sahih Bukhari, number 103, the Holy Prophet
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, warned that whoever has
their deeds scrutinized by Allah, the Exalted, on Judgment Day will be
punished.

It is important for muslims to understand that even though enjoying the
lawful pleasures of this material world are not prohibited they often lead to
the unlawful. For example, vain speech is usually the first step before sinful
speech. In addition, the more one indulges in unnecessary lawful things the
longer their accountability will be on Judgment Day. One should bear in
mind that Judgment Day will be a difficult day. For example, the Sun will be
brought within two miles of the creation. This has been confirmed in a
Hadith found in Jami At Tirmidhi, number 2421. Even though, a muslim
may be forgiven and saved by Allah, the Exalted, but none the less, the
longer their accountability the greater stress they will endure. Seeing as
Judgment Day will be fifty thousand years long, according to the Holy
Quran, it does not make sense to enjoy a few decades of lawful pleasures
if it means one will face a difficult accountability on a day which will last so
long. Chapter 70 Al Ma’arij, verse 4:

“...during a Day the extent of which is fifty thousand years.”



It is therefore best to lead a simple life in order to minimize one's
accountability on the Day of Judgment. It is one of the reasons why the
Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, advised in a
Hadith found in Sunan Ibn Majah, number 4118, that simplicity is a part of
faith.



“So adhere to that which is revealed to you [Prophet Muhammad,
peace and blessings be upon him]. Indeed, you are on a straight path.
And indeed, it [the Holy Quran] is aremembrance for you and your
people, and you [all] are going to be questioned [regarding it].”

The remembrance can also be interpreted to mean a source of honour.
Meaning, when one sincerely obeys and follows the two sources of
guidance then they will obtain honour and superiority in both worlds.

In a Hadith found in Sunan Abu Dawud, number 4297, the Holy Prophet
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, warned that a day would
soon come when other nations would attack the muslim nation and even
though they would be great in number they would be deemed insignificant
by the world. Allah, the Exalted, would remove the fear of muslims from the
hearts’ of the other nations. This would occur because of the muslim
nation’s love for the material world and their hatred for death.

The Companions, may Allah be pleased with them, were small in number
yet, they overcame entire nations whereas the muslims today are greater in
number yet, have no social or political influence in the world. This is
because the Companions, may Allah be pleased with them, lived their lives
according to the teachings of Islam thereby, favouring and preparing for the
hereafter over enjoying the lawful pleasures of this world. Whereas, most of
the muslims today have adopted the opposite mind-set. It is important to
understand that the root of all sins is the love of the material world. This is
because any sin which is committed is done out of love and desire for it.
The material world can be split into four aspects: fame, fortune, authority



and one's social life, such as their relatives and friends. It is in the excess
pursuit of these things which lead to sins, such as earning unlawful wealth
out of love for fortune. It is why a Hadith found in Jami At Tirmidhi, number
2376, warns that love for wealth and authority is more destructive to one's
faith than the destruction two hungry wolves would cause if they were let
loose on a herd of sheep. Whenever people seek the excess of these
aspects of the material world it always leads to disobedience of Allah, the
Exalted. When this occurs the mercy of Allah, the Exalted, is removed
which leads to nothing but trouble.

Even though, some muslims believe pursuing the excess things of the
material world is harmless it is something the Holy Prophet Muhammad,
peace and blessings be upon him, warned against in many Hadiths such as
the one found in Sahih Bukhari, number 3158. He warned that he did not
fear poverty for muslims. What he feared was that muslims would pursue
the excess of this material world, such as excess wealth, and this would
cause them to compete with each other over it and this would lead to their
destruction. As warned in this Hadith this was the behaviour of the past
nations.

As the material world is limited it is obvious that people would have to
compete over it if they desired more than their necessities. This competition
would cause them to adopt the characteristics which contradict the
character of a true muslim, such as envy and enmity for others. They would
stop caring for each other as they are too busy competing in gathering and
hoarding the material world. And they would contradict the advice given in
a Hadith found in Sahih Bukhari, number 6011, which advises that muslims
should act like one body when any part of the body suffers from an iliness
the rest of the body shares in the pain. This competition would drive a



muslim to stop loving for others what they love for themself which is a
characteristic of a true believer according to a Hadith found in Jami At
Tirmidhi, number 2515, as they desire to outdo their fellow muslims in
worldly things. Persisting on this competition will cause a muslim to love,
hate, give and withhold all for the sake of the material world instead of for
the sake of Allah, the Exalted, which is an aspect of perfecting one's faith
according to a Hadith found in Sunan Abu Dawud, number 4681. This
competition is the difference between the Companions, may Allah be
pleased with them, and many of the muslims today.

If muslims desire to regain the strength and influence Islam once had they
must strive and prioritise preparing for the hereafter over striving for
obtaining and hoarding the excess of this material world. This must occur
from an individual level until it affects the whole nation



“So adhere to that which is revealed to you [Prophet Muhammad,
peace and blessings be upon him]. Indeed, you are on a straight
path. And indeed, it [the Holy Quran] is a remembrance for you and
your people, and you [all] are going to be questioned [regarding
it].”

The remembrance can also be interpreted to mean a source of honour.
Meaning, when one sincerely obeys and follows the two sources of
guidance then they will obtain honour and superiority in both worlds.

Even though the number of muslims have increased over time it is
obvious that the strength of muslims has only decreased. Each muslim
irrespective of the strength of their faith believes in the authenticity of the
Holy Quran as doubting it would cause them to lose their faith. In the
following verse Allah, the Exalted, has given the key to obtaining
superiority and success which would remove the weakness and grief
muslims are experiencing all around the world. Chapter 3 Alee Imran,
verse 139:

“So do not weaken and do not grieve, and you will be superior if you are
[true] believers.”

Allah, the Exalted, has made it clear that muslims only need to become
true believers in order to achieve this superiority and success in both
worlds. True belief involves fulfilling the commands of Allah, the Exalted,
refraining from His prohibitions and facing destiny with patience
according to the traditions of the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and



blessings be upon him. This includes the duties towards Allah, the
Exalted, and those towards people, such as loving for others what one
loves for themself which has been advised in a Hadith found in Jami At
Tirmidhi, number 2515. This requires one to learn and act on Islamic
teachings. Through this attitude was success and superiority granted to
the Companions, may Allah be pleased with them. And if muslims desire
to achieve it then they must return to this rightly guided attitude. As
muslims believe in the Holy Quran they should understand this simple
teaching and act on it.
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