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Introduction

The following short book discusses some aspects of True Devotion to
Allah, the Exalted. This discussion is based on Chapter 6 Al An’am,
Verses 162-163 of the Holy Quran:

“‘Say, "Indeed, my prayer, my rites of sacrifice, my living and my dying
are for Allah, Lord of the worlds. No partner has He. And this | have
been commanded, and | am the first [among you] of the Muslims."”

Implementing the lessons discussed will aid a Muslim to Achieve Noble
Character. According to the Hadith found in Jami At Tirmidhi, number
2003, the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him,
has advised that the heaviest thing in the Scales of Judgment Day will
be Noble Character. It is one of qualities of the Holy Prophet
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, which Allah, the Exalted,
complimented in Chapter 68 Al Qalam, Verse 4 of the Holy Quran:

“And indeed, you are of a great moral character.”

Therefore, it is a duty on all Muslims to gain and act on the teachings of
the Holy Quran and the traditions of the Holy Prophet Muhammad,
peace and blessings be upon him, in order to Achieve Noble Character.



True Devotion

Chapter 6 - Al An’am, Verses 162-163
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“Say, "Indeed, my prayer, my rites of sacrifice, my living and my dying
are for Allah, Lord of the worlds.

No partner has He. And this | have been commanded, and | am the first
[among you] of the Muslims."”



“Say, "Indeed, my prayer...are for Allah, Lord of the worlds.””

In a Hadith found in Jami At Tirmidhi, number 2618, the Holy Prophet
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, warned that the
difference between belief and disbelief is abandoning the obligatory
prayers.

In this day and age this has become far too common. Many give up their
obligatory prayers for trivial reasons all of which are undoubtedly
rejected. If the obligation of the prayer has not been removed for the one
who is engaging in battle how can it be removed from anyone else?
Chapter 4 An Nisa, verse 102:

“And when you [i.e., the commander of an army] are among them and
lead them in prayer, let a group of them stand [in prayer] with you and let
them carry their arms. And when they have prostrated, let them be [in
position] behind you and have the other group come forward which has
not [yet] prayed and let them pray with you, taking precaution and
carrying their arms...”

Neither is the traveller or the sick exempt from offering their obligatory
prayers. The traveller has been advised to reduce the amount of cycles
in some of the obligatory prayers in order to reduce the burden for them
but they have not been exempt from offering them. Chapter 4 An Nisa,
verse 101:



“And when you travel throughout the land, there is no blame upon you
for shortening the prayer...”

The sick have been advised to perform dry ablution if contact with water
will harm them. Chapter 5 Al Ma’idah, verse 6:

“...But if you are ill or on a journey or one of you comes from the place of
relieving himself or you have contacted women and do not find water,
then seek clean earth and wipe over your faces and hands with it...”

In addition, the sick can perform the obligatory prayer in a way which is
easier for them. Meaning, if they cannot stand they are allowed to sit and
if they cannot sit they can lay down and offer the obligatory prayer. This
is confirmed in a Hadith found in Jami At Tirmidhi, number 372. But
again, no complete exemption is granted to the sick unless one is
mentally ill which prevents them from comprehending the obligation of
the prayer.

The other major issue is that some muslims delay their obligatory
prayers and offer them beyond their correct times. This clearly
contradicts the Holy Quran as the believers have been described as
those who offer their obligatory prayers on time. Chapter 4 An Nisa,
verse 103:



“...Indeed, prayer has been decreed upon the believers a decree of
specified times.”

Many believe that the following verse of the Holy Quran refers to those
who unnecessarily delay their obligatory prayers. This has been
discussed in Tafseer Ibn Kathir, volume 10, pages 603-604. Chapter 107
Al Ma’un, verses 4-5:

“So woe to those who pray. [But] who are heedless of their prayer.”

Here Allah, the Exalted, has clearly cursed those who have adopted this
evil trait. How can one find success in this world or the next if they have
been removed from the mercy of Allah, the Exalted?

The Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him,
declared in a Hadith found in Sunan An Nasai, number 512, that
delaying one's obligatory prayers unnecessarily is a sign of hypocrisy.
The Holy Quran has made it clear that one of the main reasons people
will enter Hell is failing to establish the obligatory prayers. Chapter 74 Al
Muddaththir, verses 42-43:

“[And asking them], "What put you into Saqar?" They will say, "We were
not of those who prayed.”



Abandoning the obligatory prayers is such a serious sin that the Holy
Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, declared in a
Hadith found in Jami At Tirmidhi, number 2621, that whoever commits
this sin has disbelieved in Islam.

In addition, no other good deed will benefit a muslim until their obligatory
prayers are not established. A Hadith found in Sahih Bukhari, number
553, clearly warns that one's good deeds are destroyed if they miss the
afternoon obligatory prayer. If this is the case for abandoning one
obligatory prayer can one imagine the penalty of abandoning them all?

Observing the obligatory prayers at their correct times has been advised
to be one of the most beloved deeds to Allah, the Exalted, in a Hadith
found in Sahih Muslim, number 252. From this one can determine that
delaying the obligatory prayers beyond their time or completely missing
them is one of the most hated deeds by Allah, the Exalted.

It is an important duty for all elders to encourage the children under their
care to offer the obligatory prayers from a young age so that they
establish them before it becomes legally binding on them. Those adults
that delay this and wait until children are older have failed in this
extremely important duty. The children who were only encouraged to
offer the obligatory prayers when it became obligatory on them very
rarely established them quickly. In most cases, it takes years for them to
fulfil this important duty correctly. And the blame falls on the elders of the
family especially, the parents. This is why the Holy Prophet Muhammad,



peace and blessings be upon him, has advised in a Hadith found in
Sunan Abu Dawud, number 495, that families most encourage their
children to offer the obligatory prayers when they turn seven years old.

Another major issue many muslims face is that they may offer the
obligatory prayers but fail to do so correctly. For example, many do not
complete the stages of the prayer correctly and instead rush through it.
In fact, a Hadith found in Sahih Bukhari, number 757, clearly warns that
the one who prays like this has not prayed at all. Meaning, they are not
recorded as a person who offered their prayer and therefore their
obligation has not been fulfilled. A Hadith found in Jami At Tirmidhi,
number 265, clearly warns that the prayer of the one who does not settle
in each position of the prayer is not accepted.

The Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him,
described the one who does not bow or prostrate correctly in the prayer
as the worse thief. This has been warned in a Hadith found in Muwatta
Malik, Book number 9, Hadith number 75. Unfortunately, many muslims
who have spent decades offering their obligatory and many voluntary
prayers like this will find that none of them have counted and thus they
will be treated as one who did not fulfil their obligation. This is confirmed
in a Hadith found in Sunan An Nasai, number 1313.

The Holy Quran indicates the importance of offering the obligatory
prayers with congregation usually at a Mosque. Chapter 2 Al Bagarah,
verse 43:



“...and bow with those who bow [in worship and obedience].”

In fact, due to this verse and Hadiths of the Holy Prophet Muhammad,
peace and blessings be upon him, some reliable scholars have declared
this obligatory on muslim men. For example, one Hadith found in Sunan
Abu Dawud, number 550, clearly warns that the muslims who would not
offer their obligatory prayers with congregation at the Mosque were
considered hypocrites by the Companions, may Allah be pleased with
them. In fact, the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be
upon him, even threatened to burn the houses of the men who failed to
perform their obligatory prayers at the Mosque with congregation without
a valid excuse. This is confirmed in a Hadith found in Sahih Muslim,
number 1482. Those muslims who are in a position to perform this
important deed should do so. They should not fool themselves into
claiming they are performing other righteous deeds such as helping their
family with house chores. Even though, this is a tradition of the Holy
Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, according to a
Hadith found in Sahih Bukhari, number 676, but it is important not to
rearrange the importance of his traditions according to one's desires.
Whoever does this is not following his traditions they are only following
their own desires even if they are performing a righteous deed. In fact,
this same Hadith concludes by advising that when it was time for the
obligatory prayer the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be
upon him, would leave for the Mosque.



“Say, "Indeed, my prayer...are for Allah, Lord of the worlds.””

It is important for muslims to understand a key concept in Islam. Namely,
there is nothing wrong with desiring lawful worldly things from Allah, the
Exalted, but it is best to avoid worshipping and obeying Allah, the
Exalted, in order to obtain them. This is because these types of muslims
often only worship Allah, the Exalted, and inhabit the Mosques when
they desire worldly things. But if they do not receive them they become
impatient and fed up which causes them to stop obeying Allah, the
Exalted. Or if they obtain them then the joy of them often makes them
turn away from the obedience of Allah, the Exalted, as they believe they
achieved what they desired therefore there is no need to obey Allah, the
Exalted, anymore. These muslims worship Allah, the Exalted, meaning,
they obey Allah, the Exalted, only when it suits their desires. And
because of this attitude they are in danger of becoming misguided.
Chapter 22 Al Hajj, verse 11:

“And of the people is he who worships Allah on an edge. If he is touched
by good, he is reassured by it; but if he is struck by trial, he turns on his
face [to unbelief]. He has lost [this] world and the Hereafter. That is what
is the manifest loss.”

These muslims may claim that they are worshipping Allah, the Exalted,
but in reality, they are only worshipping their own desires and the gifts
and blessings they receive.



It is praiseworthy to worship Allah, the Exalted, in order to obtain
religious blessings, such as Paradise, as this has been recommended
by Islamic teachings. But it is far superior to worship Allah, the Exalted,
as He is the only One worthy of it and because the creation are His
servants.

If a muslim must desire gifts and blessings then it is best to aim for
religious blessings as aiming for worldly blessings can shift a person's
intention so that they end up worshipping the gift instead of the Giver.



“Say, "Indeed...my rites of sacrifice...are for Allah, Lord of the
worlds.””

This can refer to the struggles and striving of a person. In a Hadith found
in Sahih Muslim, number 159, the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and
blessings be upon him, gave a short but far reaching piece of advice. He
advised people to sincerely declare their belief in Allah, the Exalted, and
then remain steadfast on it.

Remaining steadfast on one’s faith means that they must strive in the
sincere obedience of Allah, the Exalted, in all aspects of their life. It
consists of fulfilling the commands of Allah, the Exalted, which relate to
Him, such as the obligatory fasts and those which relate to people, such
as treating others kindly. It includes refraining from all the prohibitions of
Islam which are between a person and Allah, the Exalted, and those
involving others. A muslim must also face destiny with patience truly
believing Allah, the Exalted, chooses what is best for His servants.
Chapter 2 Al Bagarah, verse 216:

“...But perhaps you hate a thing and it is good for you; and perhaps you
love a thing and it is bad for you. And Allah knows, while you know not.”

Steadfastness can include refraining from both types of polytheism. The
major type is when one worships something other than Allah, the
Exalted. The minor type is when one shows off their good deeds to
others. This has been warned in a Hadith found in Sunan Ibn Majah,



number 3989. Therefore, an aspect of steadfastness is to always act for
the sake of Allah, the Exalted.

It includes obeying Allah, the Exalted, at all times instead of obeying and
pleasing oneself or others. If a Muslim disobeys Allah, the Exalted, by
pleasing themself or others they should know neither their desires nor
people will protect them from Allah, the Exalted. On the other hand, the
one who is sincerely obedient to Allah, the Exalted, will be protected
from all things by Him even if this protection is not apparent to them.

Remaining steadfast on one’s faith includes following the path set out by
the Holy Quran and the traditions of the Holy Prophet Muhammad,
peace and blessings be upon him, and not adopting a path which
deviates from this. The one who strives to adopt this path will not need
anything else as this is enough to keep them steadfast on their faith.

As people are not perfect they will undoubtedly make mistakes and
commit sins. So being steadfast in matters of faith does not mean one
has to be perfect but it means they must strive to adhere strictly to the
obedience of Allah, the Exalted, as outlined earlier, and to sincerely
repent if they commit a sin. This has been indicated in chapter 41
Fussilat, verse 6:

“...S0 take a straight course to Him and seek His forgiveness...”



This is further supported by a Hadith found in Jami At Tirmidhi, number
1987, which advises to fear Allah, the Exalted, and to erase a (minor) sin
which has occurred by performing a righteous deed. In another Hadith
found in Imam Malik's Muwatta, book 2, Hadith number 37, the Holy
Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, advised
muslims to try their best to remain steadfast on the obedience of Allah,
the Exalted, even though they will not be able to do it perfectly.
Therefore, a muslim’s duty is to fulfil the potential they have been given
through their intention and physical actions in the steadfast obedience of
Allah, the Exalted. They have not been commanded to achieve
perfection as this is not possible.

It is important to note, that one cannot remain steadfast in the obedience
of Allah, the Exalted, through their physical actions without purifying their
heart first. As indicated in a Hadith found in Sunan Ibn Majah, number
3984, the limbs of the body will only act in a pure way if the spiritual
heart is pure. Purity of heart is only achieved by gaining and acting on
the teachings of the Holy Quran and the traditions of the Holy Prophet
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him.

Steadfast obedience requires one to control their tongue as it expresses
the heart. Without controlling the tongue steadfast obedience to Allah,
the Exalted, is not possible. This has been advised in a Hadith found in
Jami At Tirmidhi, number 2407.

Finally, if any deficiency in the steadfast obedience of Allah, the Exalted,
occurs one must make sincere repentance to Allah, the Exalted, and
seek the forgiveness of people if it involves their rights. Chapter 46 Al
Ahgaf, verse 13:



“Indeed, those who have said, "Our Lord is Allah," and then remained on
a right course - there will be no fear concerning them, nor will they
grieve.”



“Say, "Indeed...my living...are for Allah, Lord of the worlds.””

If a person was hired for a specific job, such as painting a house, they
are highly unlikely to receive their wages if they decide to do another
duty, such as hovering the house. Even though what they decided to do
Is not bad but as they have chosen to do a job they were not hired for
they will undoubtedly displease their employer. This is simple to
understand and accept. Similarly, a muslim has been commanded to
fulfill the commands set out in the Holy Quran and the traditions of the
Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, but if they
decide to do something else and neglect this duty irrespective of if the
thing they decide to do is lawful, such as pursuing the excess of this
material world beyond their needs, doing actions which are different from
what have been prescribed in the two divine sources or simply unlawful
they should not expect to please Allah, the Exalted, as He has made it
clear what muslims should be doing. The same way an employee who
decides to do something different should not expect to receive their
wages neither should a muslim who decides to strive for anything other
than what they have been told to strive for by Allah, the Exalted. The
wages in the case of the muslim include blessings, mercy and the
forgiveness of Allah, the Exalted, in both worlds. Simply put, if a muslim
desires to obtain these wages they must do their job and not busy
themself with other things which either contradicts their duty or things
which are different from their duty.



“Say, "Indeed...my dying are for Allah, Lord of the worlds.””

In a Hadith found in Sahih Muslim, number 7232, the Holy Prophet
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, advised that people will
be resurrected on Judgment Day in the same state they died on Earth.

This means that if a person dies on good they will be resurrected on
good. But if they die on evil they will be raised in an evil way.

A muslim should not live in heedlessness by believing just because they
have faith in Islam it guarantees they will die and therefore be raised in a
good state on Judgment Day. If they persist on the disobedience of
Allah, the Exalted, and then die in this state without sincerely repenting
then they will be raised in an evil way. It does not take a scholar to
determine what will happen to this person on Judgment Day.

From this Hadith one can understand that the way they will die will be in
the same state they have lived. Meaning, if they lived in the obedience of
Allah, the Exalted, by sincerely fulfilling His commands, refraining from
His prohibitions and by facing destiny with patience according to the
traditions of the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon
him, then they will die in a good state and therefore be raised in a good
state which includes being raised with the righteous as they practically
followed in their footsteps. This has been indicated in a Hadith found in
Sahih Bukhari, number 3688.



A muslim should therefore not walk the path to Hell by disobeying Allah,
the Exalted, and believe that they will somehow be raised with the pious
and end up in Paradise.



“Say, "Indeed, my prayer, my rites of sacrifice, my living and my
dying are for Allah, Lord of the worlds.””

This verse reminds muslims of the purpose of their creation and the
reason why they are on this Earth. Their aim is to use every blessing
they have been granted in ways pleasing to Allah, the Exalted, so that
they achieve peace and success in both worlds.

In reality, in most cases nothing in this material world in itself is good or
bad, such as wealth. What makes a thing good or bad is the way it is
used. It is important to understand that the very purpose of everything
which was created by Allah, the Exalted, was for it to be used correctly
according to the teachings of Islam. When something is not used
correctly it in reality becomes useless. For example, wealth is useful in
both worlds when it is used correctly such as being spent on the
necessities of a person and their dependents. But it can become useless
and even a curse for its bearer if it is not used correctly, such as being
hoarded or spent on sinful things. Simply hoarding wealth causes wealth
to lose value. How can paper and metal coins one tucks away be
useful? In this respect, there is no difference between a blank piece of
paper and a note of money. It is only useful when it is used correctly.

So if a muslim desires all their worldly possessions to become a blessing
for them in both worlds all they have to do is use them correctly
according to the teachings found in the Holy Quran and the traditions of
the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him. But if
they use them incorrectly then the same blessing will become a burden
and curse for them in both worlds. It is as simple as that.



“Say, "Indeed, my prayer, my rites of sacrifice, my living and my
dying are for Allah, Lord of the worlds.””

This verse reminds muslims of the purpose of their creation and the
reason why they are on this Earth. Their aim is to use every blessing
they have been granted in ways pleasing to Allah, the Exalted, so that
they achieve peace and success in both worlds. One can adopt this
correct attitude when they understand the purpose of these blessings.

Every worldly blessing a muslim possesses is only a means which
should aid them in reaching the hereafter safely. It is not an end in itself.
For example, wealth is a means one should use in order to obey Allah,
the Exalted, by fulfilling the commands of Allah, the Exalted, fulfilling
their necessities and the necessities of their dependents. It is not an end
or an ultimate goal in itself.

This not only aids a muslim in maintaining their focus on the hereafter
but it also aids them whenever they lose worldly blessings. When a
muslim treats each worldly blessing, such as a child, as a means to
please Allah, the Exalted, and reach the hereafter safely then losing it
will not have such a detrimental impact on them. They may become sad,
which is an acceptable emotion, but they will not become grieved which
leads to impatience and other mental problems, such as depression.
This is because they firmly believe the worldly blessing they possessed
was only a means so losing it does not cause a loss in the ultimate goal
namely, Paradise, the loss of which is disastrous. Therefore, still
possessing and concentrating on the ultimate goal will prevent them
from becoming grieved.



In addition, they will understand that just like the thing they lost was only
a means they firmly believe they will be provided with another means to
reach and fulfil their ultimate goal by Allah, the Exalted. This will also
prevent them from grieving. Whereas, the one who believes their worldly
blessing is the end instead of a means will experience severe grief when
losing it as their whole purpose and objective has been lost. This grief
will lead to depression and other mental issues.

To conclude, muslims should treat each blessing they possess as a
means to reach the hereafter safely not as an end in itself. This is how
one can possess things without being possessed by them. This is how
they can keep worldly things in their hands and not in their hearts.



“Say, "Indeed, my prayer, my rites of sacrifice, my living and my
dying are for Allah, Lord of the worlds.””

Acting on this verse is how one fulfills the pledge they took with Allah,
the Exalted, before they were sent to Earth. Chapter 7 Al A’raf, verse
172 of the Holy Quran:

“And [mention] when your Lord took from the children of Adam - from
their loins - their descendants and made them testify of themselves,
[saying to them], "Am | not your Lord?" They said, "Yes, we have
testified.” [This] - lest you should say on the Day of Resurrection,
"Indeed, we were of this unaware."”

All humans were brought forth so that they could take this pledge to
Allah, the Exalted. The lesson to understand behind this incident is that
all people accepted Allah, the Exalted, as their Lord. Meaning, the One
who created them, sustains them and the One who will judge their deeds
on the Day of Judgment. It is important for all muslims to fulfil this pledge
through sincere obedience to Allah, the Exalted, by fulfilling His
commands, refraining from His prohibitions and by facing destiny with
patience according to the traditions of the Holy Prophet Muhammad,
peace and blessings be upon him.

This verse indicates that Allah, the Exalted, did not ask the creation if
they were His servants instead, He asked them if He was their Lord.
This is an indication that the will of Allah, the Exalted, should always
come before the will and desire of a person. If a muslim has a choice



between pleasing Allah, the Exalted, or someone else this pledge should
remind them that the pleasure of Allah, the Exalted, must come first.

This question is also an indication of the infinite mercy of Allah, the
Exalted, as He hinted the answer to the creation by wording it as He did.
This shows muslims that even though Allah, the Exalted, is the Lord who
will judge their deeds yet, He is also infinitely merciful.

The effect of this covenant is deeply embedded in the hearts of all
mankind. In fact, this is the nature which has been indicated in a Hadith
found in Sahih Muslim, number 6755. From this one can understand that
it is important for people not to search for the truth after making their
minds up beforehand and then search for evidence which supports their
predetermined belief. Only those who open their minds without making a
predetermined decision will unlock this covenant which has been
embedded deep in their hearts. In fact, having an open mind is important
in all issues not just in matters of faith as it helps one to find the truth
and the best path. This attitude strengthens society and always
encourages peace between people. But the stubbornness of those who
predetermine their choices will always create wedges between members
of a society which can affect people on a national level. It is important for
muslims not to always believe they are correct in worldly matters
otherwise they will adopt this stubborn attitude. This will prevent them
from accepting the opinions of others which will lead to arguments,
enmity and fractured relationships. Therefore, this attitude should be
avoided at all costs.

Finally, the fact that this covenant is deeply embedded in a person’s
heart indicates that it is a duty on muslims to uncover it. This will lead



one to certainty of faith which is much stronger than faith based on
hearsay meaning, being told by one's family that they are a muslim.
Certainty of faith allows a muslim to overcome all difficulties successfully
in this world while fulfilling their religious and worldly duties. One only
fails in tests and their duties because of weakness in their faith.
Certainty of faith is only obtained by gaining and acting on the
knowledge found within the Holy Quran and the traditions of the Holy
Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him. Chapter 41
Fussilat, verse 53:

“We will show them Our signs in the horizons and within themselves until
it becomes clear to them that it is the truth...”



“Say, "Indeed, my prayer, my rites of sacrifice, my living and my
dying are for Allah, Lord of the worlds.””

This verse indicates the importance of sincerity.

In a Hadith found in Jami At Tirmidhi, number 3154, the Holy Prophet
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, warned that those who
perform deeds for the sake of people, such as showing off, instead of
doing them for the pleasure of Allah, the Exalted, will be told to gain their
reward on Judgment Day from the people they acted for which in reality
IS not possible to do.

It is important to understand that the foundation of all deeds and even
Islam itself is one’s intention. It is the very thing which Allah, the Exalted,
judges people on according to a Hadith found in Sahih Bukhari, number
1. A muslim should ensure they perform all religious and useful worldly
actions for the sake of Allah, the Exalted, so that they gain reward from
Him in both worlds. A sign of this correct mentality is that this person
neither expects nor desires people to appreciate or show gratitude to
them for the deeds they perform. If one desires this then it indicates their
incorrect intention.

In addition, acting with the correct intention prevents sadness and
bitterness as the one who acts for the sake of people will eventually
encounter ungrateful people who will make them annoyed and bitter as
they feel they wasted their effort and time. Unfortunately, this is seen in
parents and relatives as they often fulfill their duties towards their



children and relatives for their sake instead of for the pleasure of Allah,
the Exalted. But the one who acts for the sake of Allah, the exalted, will
fulfill all their duties towards others such as their children and never
become bitter or enraged when they fail to show gratitude towards them.
This attitude leads to peace of mind and general happiness as they
know Allah, the Exalted, is fully aware of their righteous deed and will
reward them for it. This is the way all muslims must act otherwise they
may well be left empty handed on the Day of Judgment.



“...Allah, Lord of the worlds. No partner has He...”

Allah, the Exalted, is Single in His entity, attributes and acts. He is
neither resembled by nor resembles anything whatsoever and He is
without partner or equal.

The muslim who understands this divine name will ensure their actions
are only performed sincerely for one single entity namely, Allah, the
Exalted. Otherwise, they may find that on Judgment Day they are
ordered to seek their reward from those who they acted for which will not
be possible. This is confirmed in a Hadith found in Jami At Tirmidhi,
number 3154.

A muslim should act on this divine name by striving to perfect their faith
by loving, hating, giving and withholding for none other than Allah, the
Exalted. This has been advised in a Hadith found in Sunan Abu Dawud,
number 4681.



“...Allah, Lord of the worlds. No partner has He...”

In a Hadith found in Sunan Ibn Majah, number 3989, the Holy Prophet
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, warned that even
slightly showing off is polytheism.

This is a minor type of polytheism which does not cause one to lose their
faith. Instead it leads to the loss of reward as this muslim acted for the
sake of pleasing people when they should have acted to please Allah,
the Exalted. In fact, these people will be told on Judgment Day to seek
their reward from those they acted for, which will not be possible. This
has been warned in a Hadith found in Jami At Tirmidhi, number 3154.

If the Devil cannot prevent one from performing righteous deeds he will
attempt to corrupt their intention thereby destroying their reward. If he
cannot corrupt their intention in an obvious way he tries to corrupt it
through subtle ways. This includes when people subtly show off their
righteous deeds to others. Sometimes it is so subtle that the person
themself are not fully aware of what they are doing. As gaining and
acting on knowledge is a duty on all, according to a Hadith found in
Sunan Ibn Majah, number 224, claiming ignorance will not be accepted
by Allah, the Exalted, on Judgment Day.

Subtly showing off often occurs through social media and one's speech.
For example, a muslim might inform others they are fasting even though
no one directly asked them if they were fasting. Another example is
when one publically recites the Holy Quran from memory in front of



others thereby showing others they have memorized the Holy Quran.
Even criticizing oneself publically can be considered showing off one's
humility to others.

To conclude, showing off subtly destroys a muslim’s reward and must be
avoided in order to safeguard their righteous deeds. This is only possible
by learning and acting on Islamic knowledge, such as how to safeguard
one's speech.



“Say, "Indeed, my prayer, my rites of sacrifice, my living and my
dying are for Allah, Lord of the worlds...And this | have been
commanded...””

It is important to understand that the prohibitions and commands of
Allah, the Exalted, do not exist to make people's life harder. They only
exist in order to benefit people in both this world and in the next even if
these benefits are not apparent to people. For example, the negative
effects of alcohol, which science has proven, was not always apparent
such as its negative effect on the organs of the body. It only became
unlawful in Islam to protect people from this and other harms. In
addition, It is an aspect of faith to accept something without
understanding its wisdoms. If all the wisdoms of the commands and
prohibitions were made apparent then it would not allow muslims to
possess complete faith. Allah, the Exalted, does not benefit from these
commands and prohibitions only people do.



“...and | am the first [among you] of the Muslims.”

This verse indicates the importance of leading by example.

It is important for all Muslims, especially parents, to act on what they
advise to others. It is obvious if one turns the pages of history that those
who acted on what they preached had a much more positive effect on
others compared to those who did not lead by example. The best
example being the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be
upon him, who not only practiced what he preached but adhered to
those teachings more strictly than anyone else. Only with this attitude
will Muslims especially, parents have a positive impact on others. For
example, if a mother warns her children not to lie as it is a sin but often
lies in front of them her children are unlikely to act on her advice. A
person's actions will always have more of an impact on others than their
speech. It is important to note that this does not mean one needs to be
perfect before advising others. It means they should sincerely strive to
act on their own advice before advising others. The Holy Quran has
made it clear in the following verse that Allah, the exalted, hates this
behaviour. In fact, the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings
be upon him, has warned in a Hadith found in Sahih Bukhari, number
3267, that the a person who commanded good but refrained from it
themself and prohibited evil yet acted on it themself will be punished in
severely Hell. Chapter 61 As Saf, verse 3:

“Greatly hateful in the sight of Allah is that you say what you do not do.”



So it is vital for all Muslims to strive to act on their advice themself then
advise others to do the same. Leading by example is the tradition of all
the Holy Prophets, peace be upon them, and is the best way to affect
others in a positive way.



“...and | am the first [among you] of the Muslims.”

True belief in Allah, the Exalted, involves sincerity. In a Hadith found in
Sahih Muslim number 196, the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and
blessings be upon him, advised that Islam is sincerity towards Allah, the
Exalted.

Sincerity towards Allah, the Exalted, includes fulfilling all the duties given
by Him in the form of commands and prohibitions, solely for His
pleasure. As confirmed in a Hadith found in Sahih Bukhari, number 1, all
will be judged by their intention. So if one is not sincere towards Allah,
the Exalted, when performing good deeds they will gain no reward in this
world or in the next. In fact, according to a Hadith found in Jami At
Tirmidhi, number 3154, those who performed insincere deeds will be told
on Judgement Day to seek their reward from those who they acted for,
which will not be possible. Chapter 98 Al Bayyinah, verse 5.

"And they were not commanded except to worship Allah, [being] sincere
to Him in religion....."

If one is lax in fulfilling their duties towards Allah, the Exalted, it proves a
lack of sincerity. Therefore, they should sincerely repent and struggle to
fulfil them all. It is important to bear in mind Allah, the Exalted, never
burdens one with duties they cannot perform or handle. Chapter 2 Al
Bagarah, verse 286.



"Allah does not charge a soul except [with that within] its capacity...."

Being sincere towards Allah, the Exalted, means that one should always
choose His pleasure over the pleasure of themself and others. A Muslim
should always give priority to those actions which are for the sake of
Allah, the Exalted, over all else. One should love others and dislike their
sins for the sake of Allah, the Exalted, and not for the sake of their own
desires. When they help others or refuse to take part in sins it should be
for the sake of Allah, the Exalted. The one who adopts this mentality has
perfected their faith. This is confirmed in a Hadith found in Sunan Abu
Dawud, number 4681.



“...and | am the first [among you] of the Muslims.”

In a Hadith found in Sunan An Nasai, number 4998, the Holy Prophet
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, advised the signs of a
true muslim and a true believer. A true muslim is the one who keeps
their verbal and physical harm away from others. This in fact, includes all
people irrespective of their faith. It includes all types of verbal and
physical sins which can cause harm or distress to another. This can
include failing to give the best advice to others as this contradicts
sincerity towards others which has been commanded in a Hadith found
in Sunan An Nasai, number 4204. It includes advising others to disobey
Allah, the Exalted, thereby, inviting them towards sins. A muslim should
avoid this behavior as they will be taken account for every person who
acts on their bad advice. This has been warned in a Hadith found in
Sahih Muslim, number 2351.

Physical harm includes causing problems for other people's livelihood,
committing fraud, conning others and physical abuse. All of these
characteristics contradict Islamic teachings and must be avoided.

A true believer, according to the main Hadith under discussion, is the
one who keeps their harm away from the lives and property of others.
Again, this applies to all people irrespective of their faith. This includes
stealing, misusing or damaging the property and belongings of others.
Whenever one is entrusted with someone else's property they must
ensure they only use it with the owner’s permission and in a way which
Is pleasing and agreeable to the owner. The Holy Prophet Muhammad,
peace and blessings be upon him, has warned in a Hadith found in
Sunan An Nasai, number 5421, that whoever illegally takes someone



else's property, through a false oath, even if it is as small as a twig of a
tree will go to Hell.

To conclude a muslim must support their verbal declaration of belief with
actions as they are the physical proof of one’s belief which will be
needed in order to obtain success on the Day of Judgment. In addition, a
muslim should fulfill the characteristics of true belief in respect to Allah,
the Exalted, and people. An excellent way of achieving this in respect to
people is to simply treat others how they wish to be treated by people,
which is with respect and peace.



“Say, "Indeed, my prayer, my rites of sacrifice, my living and my
dying are for Allah, Lord of the worlds. No partner has He. And this
| have been commanded, and | am the first [among you] of the
Muslims."”

Disbelief can be a literal rejecting of Islam or through actions, which
involves disobeying Allah, the Exalted, even though one believes in Him.
This can be clearly understood by an example. If an unaware person is
warned by another of an approaching lion and the unaware person takes
practical steps to obtain safety they will be considered someone who
believed in the warning given to them as they adapted their behaviour
based on the warning. Whereas, if the unaware person does not
practically change their behaviour after being warned, people will
suspect that they do not believe in the warning given to them even if the
unaware person verbally claims belief in the warning given to them.

Some people claim that their belief and obedience to their God is in their
hearts and they therefore do not need to demonstrate it practically.
Unfortunately, this foolish mentality has infected many Muslims who
believe they possess a pure faithful heart even though they fail to fulfil
the obligatory duties of Islam. The Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and
blessings be upon him, has clearly declared in a Hadith found in Sunan
Ibn Majah, number 3984, that when one's heart is pure the body
becomes pure which means their actions become correct. But if one's
heart is corrupt the body becomes corrupt which means their actions will
be corrupt and incorrect. Therefore, the one who does not obey Allah,
the Exalted, by fulfilling their duties practically can never have a pure
heart.



In addition, demonstrating one's faith in Allah, the Exalted, practically is
their proof and evidence which is required on Judgment Day in order to
be granted Paradise. Not having this practical evidence is as silly as a
student who hands back a blank exam paper to their teacher claiming
their knowledge is in their mind so they therefore do not need to write it
down by answering the exam questions. The same way this student
would undoubtedly fail so will a person who reaches Judgment Day
without the obedience of Allah, the Exalted, in the form of fulfilling His
commands, refraining from His prohibitions and by facing destiny with
patience, even if they possess faith in their heart.



“Say, "Indeed, my prayer, my rites of sacrifice, my living and my
dying are for Allah, Lord of the worlds. No partner has He. And this
| have been commanded, and | am the first [among you] of the
Muslims."”

First of all, it is important to understand, that the major thing which
separates a human from an animal is the fact that people live by a
higher moral code. If people abandoned this and simply acted on their
desires then they would be no difference between them and animals. In
fact, people would be worse as they possess the higher level of thinking
yet, still choose to live like animals.

Secondly, whether people want to admit it or not in reality, every person
iIs a servant of something or someone. Some are servants of others,
such as Hollywood executives and do whatever they command them to
do even if it challenges modesty and shame. Others are servants of their
relatives and friends and do whatever it takes to please them. Others are
the worse by being servants of their own desires as this is the attitude of
animals who generally act to please themself. The best and highest form
of servanthood is being a servant of Allah, the Exalted. This is quite
evident if one turns the pages of history which clearly shows that those
who were the servants of Allah, the Exalted, such as the Holy Prophets,
peace be upon them, were granted the highest honour and respect in
this world and will be granted this in the next. Centuries and millennia
have passed yet their names are remembered as the pillars and
beacons of history. Whereas those who became servants of others
especially, their own desires were eventually disgraced in this world
even if they achieved some worldly status and they became mere
footnotes in history. The media barely remembers those who pass away
for more than a few days before moving onto the next person to report
on. During their lives these people eventually become sad, lonely,
depressed and even suicidal as selling their souls and decency to their



worldly masters did not grant them the contentment they were looking
for. One does not need to be a scholar to understand this obvious truth.
So if people must be servants they should be the servants of Allah, the
Exalted, as lasting honour, greatness and true success lies only in this.
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