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Introduction 
 

 

Life in the material world was created in order to test mankind. Chapter 

67 Al Mulk, verse 2: 

  

 

“[He] who created death and life to test you [as to] which of you is best in 

deed…” 

 

 

Because of this purpose the material world has been created with many 

preoccupations and distractions which prevent one from submitting 

obediently to Allah, the Exalted, by fulfilling His commands, refraining 

from His prohibitions and by facing destiny with patience. These 

distractions can be reduced to four main obstacles which will be briefly 

discussed in this short book. By avoiding and overcoming these great 

obstacles a muslim will Achieve Noble Character. 

 

 

According to the Hadith found in Jami At Tirmidhi, number 2003, the 

Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, has 

advised that the heaviest thing in the Scales of Judgment Day will be 

Noble Character. It is one of qualities of the Holy Prophet Muhammad, 

peace and blessings be upon him, which Allah, the Exalted, 

complimented in Chapter 68 Al Qalam, Verse 4 of the Holy Quran: 

 

 

“And indeed, you are of a great moral character.” 



 

 

Therefore, it is a duty on all Muslims to gain and act on the teachings of 

the Holy Quran and the traditions of the Holy Prophet Muhammad, 

peace and blessings be upon him, in order to Achieve Noble Character. 

 



Obstacles to the Obedience of Allah (SWT) 

Ignorance 
 

The first distraction which prevents one from submitting to the obedience 

of Allah, the Exalted, is ignorance. It can be argued that it is the origin of 

every sin as the one who truly knows the consequences of sins would 

never commit them. This refers to true beneficial knowledge which is 

knowledge that is acted upon. In reality, all knowledge which is not acted 

on is not beneficial knowledge. The example of the one who behaves in 

this manner is described in the Holy Quran as a donkey which carries 

books of knowledge which do not benefit it. Chapter 62 Al Jumu’ah, 

verse 5: 

 

 

“…and then did not take it on (did not act upon knowledge) is like that of 

a donkey who carries volumes [of books]…” 

 

 

A person who acts on their knowledge rarely slips up and commits sins 

intentionally. In fact, when this occurs it is only caused by a moment of 

ignorance where a person forgets to act on their knowledge which 

results in them sinning.  

 

 

The Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, once 

highlighted the seriousness of ignorance in a Hadith found in Jami At 

Tirmidhi, number 2322. He declared that everything in the material world 

is cursed except for the remembrance of Allah, the Exalted, whatever is 

connected to this remembrance, the scholar and the student of 

knowledge. This means that all the blessings in the material world will 



become a curse for the one who is ignorant as they will misuse them 

thereby committing sins.  

 

 

In fact, ignorance can be considered a person's worse enemy as it 

prevents them from protecting themself from harm and gaining benefit all 

of which can only be achieved through acting on knowledge. The 

ignorant commits sins without being aware of them. How can one avoid 

a sin if they do not know what is considered a sin? Ignorance causes 

one to neglect their obligatory duties. How can one fulfil their duties if 

they are unaware of what their duties are? 

  

 

It is therefore a duty on all muslims to gain enough knowledge to fulfil all 

their obligatory duties and avoid sins. This is confirmed in a Hadith found 

in Sunan Ibn Majah, number 224. 



Weakness in Faith 
 

The next great obstacle to the obedience of Allah, the Exalted, is 

weakness of faith. It is a blameworthy characteristic which gives rise to 

other negative characteristics, such as failing to act on one's knowledge, 

fearing others, placing the obedience of people above the obedience to 

Allah, the Exalted, having hope in forgiveness without striving for it and 

other undesired characteristics. The greatest affliction of weakness of 

faith is that it allows one to commit sins, such as neglecting the 

obligatory duties. The root cause of weakness of faith is ignorance of 

Islam. 

 

 

One should strive to gain knowledge in order to strengthen their faith. 

With time they will eventually reach certainty of faith which is so strong 

that it safeguards a person through all tests and trials and ensures they 

fulfil their duties both religious and worldly. This knowledge is obtained 

when one studies the teachings of the Holy Quran and the Hadiths of the 

Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him. 

Specifically, those teachings which discuss the promises of reward for 

those who are obedient and the punishment for those who are 

disobedient to Allah, the Exalted. This creates fear of punishment and 

hope of reward in a muslim’s heart which acts like a pull and push 

mechanism towards the obedience of Allah, the Exalted.  

 

 

One can strengthen their faith by reflecting on the creations within the 

Heavens and the Earth. When done correctly this clearly indicates the 

Oneness of Allah, the Exalted, and His infinite power. Chapter 41 

Fussilat, verse 53: 

 

 



“We will show them Our signs in the horizons and within themselves until 

it becomes clear to them that it is the truth…” 

 

 

For example, if a muslim ponders over the night and day and how 

perfectly in sync they are and the other things linked to them they will 

truly believe that this is not a random thing meaning, there is a force 

which ensures everything runs like clockwork. This is the infinite power 

of Allah, the Exalted. In addition, if one ponders over the perfect timing 

of the night and day they will realise it clearly indicates that there is only 

one God namely, Allah, the Exalted. If there were more than one God 

each god would desire the night and day to occur according to their own 

desire. This would lead to utter chaos as one God might desire the Sun 

to rise whereas the other God might desire the night to continue. The 

perfect uninterrupted system found within the universe proves there is 

only one God namely, Allah, the Exalted. Chapter 21 Al Anbiya, verse 

22: 

 

 

“Had there been within them [i.e., the heavens and earth] gods besides 

Allah, they both would have been ruined…” 

 

 

Another thing which can strengthen one's faith is to persist in righteous 

deeds and abstain from all sins. As faith is belief supported by actions it 

weakens when sins are committed and strengthens when good deeds 

are performed. For example, the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and 

blessings be upon him, once warned in a Hadith found in Sunan An 

Nasai, number 5662, that a muslim is not a believer when they drink 

alcohol.  

 



False Hope 
 
The next great obstacle to the obedience of Allah, the Exalted, is having 

false hope for a long life. It is an extremely blameworthy characteristic as 

it is the main cause for a muslim giving priority to amassing the material 

world over preparing for the hereafter. One only needs to assess their 

average 24 hour day and observe how much time they dedicate to the 

material world and how much time they dedicate to the hereafter in order 

to realise this truth. In fact, having false hope for a long life is one of the 

strongest weapons the Devil uses in order to misguide people. When a 

person believes they will live long they delay preparing for the hereafter 

falsely believing they can prepare for it in the near future. In most cases, 

this near future never comes and a person passes away without 

adequately preparing for the hereafter.  

 

 

In addition, false hope for a long life causes one to delay sincere 

repentance and changing one's character for the better as they believe 

they have much time left to do this. It encourages a person to hoard the 

things of this material world, such as wealth, as it convinces them they 

will need these things during their long life on Earth. The Devil scares 

people into thinking they must hoard wealth for their old age as they may 

find no one to support them when they become physically weaker and 

therefore can no longer work for themself. They forget that the same 

way Allah, the Exalted, took care of their provision when they were 

younger He will provide for them in old age too. In fact, the provision of 

the creation was allocated over fifty thousand years before the creation 

of the Heavens and the Earth. This is confirmed in a Hadith found in 

Sahih Muslim, number 6748. It is strange how a person will dedicate 40 

years of their life saving for their retirement which very rarely lasts longer 

than 20 years but fails to prepare in the same way for the eternal 

hereafter.  

 

 



Islam does not teach muslims to not prepare anything for the world. 

There is no harm in saving for the near future as long as priority is given 

to the hereafter. Even though, people admit they may die at any time 

yet, some behave as if they will live forever in this world. Even to the 

point that if they were given a promise of eternal life on Earth they would 

not be able to strive harder in order to accumulate more of the material 

world due to the restrictions of the day and night. How many people 

have passed away earlier than expected? And how many learn a lesson 

from this and change their behaviour? 

 

 

In reality, one of the greatest pains a person will feel at the time of death 

or any other stage of the hereafter is regret for delaying their preparation 

for the hereafter. Chapter 63 Al Munafiqun, verses 10-11: 

 

 

“And spend [in the way of Allah] from what We have provided you before 

death approaches one of you and he says, "My Lord, if only You would 

delay me for a brief term so I would give charity and be of the righteous." 

But never will Allah delay a soul when its time has come. And Allah is 

Aware of what you do.” 

 

 

A person would be labelled a fool if they dedicated more time and wealth 

on a house which they were only going to live in for a short while 

compared to a house they were planning to live in for a very long time. 

This is the example of giving priority to the temporal world over the 

eternal hereafter. 

 

 



Muslims should work for both the world and the hereafter but know that 

death does not come to a person at a time, situation or age known to 

them but it is certain to come. Therefore, preparing for it and what it 

leads to should take priority over preparing for a future in this world 

which is not certain to occur.  

 

 

 



Unlawful Earnings 
 

The final great obstacle to the obedience of Allah, the Exalted, is earning 

and using unlawful wealth. This is a major sin and must be avoided at all 

costs. It is clear from the Holy Quran and the Hadiths of the Holy 

Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, that Allah, the 

Exalted, does not accept any righteous deed which has a foundation in 

the unlawful. For example, the one who earns unlawful wealth and then 

uses it to perform the Holy Pilgrimage will find that they have wasted 

their time and apart from sins they have gained nothing. This attitude 

completely contradicts possessing the fear of Allah, the Exalted. He only 

accepts things from those who fear Him. Chapter 5 Al Ma’idah, verse 27: 

 

 

“…Indeed, Allah only accepts from the righteous [who fear Him].” 

 

 

A Hadith found in Sahih Bukhari, number 1410, warns that Allah, the 

Exalted, only accepts lawful wealth which is spent to please Him. In fact, 

the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, clearly 

warned in a Hadith found in Sahih Muslim, number 2346, that even the 

supplication of the one who earns and uses unlawful wealth is rejected 

by Allah, the Exalted.  

 

 

In reality, a person only needs a little to survive in this world. It is clear 

from the righteous predecessors that it is possible to completely abstain 

from unlawful or doubtful wealth by leading a moderate life which is far 

from extravagance. It is obvious one only leans towards unlawful wealth 

because of their unnecessary desires and wishes.  



 

 

To conclude, it is important for muslims to avoid the four major obstacles 

to the obedience of Allah, the Exalted, which have been discussed in 

this short book. The first step is to obtain correct Islamic knowledge from 

a reliable source. Then one must strive to act on it by fulfilling their 

obligatory duties, the traditions of the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace 

and blessings be upon him, and their worldly responsibilities all sincerely 

for the pleasure of Allah, the Exalted. This attitude will lead one around 

the obstacles to the obedience of Allah, the Exalted, and safely guide 

them to the gates of Paradise.  
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