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Introduction

The following short book discusses some Quranic Characteristics. This
discussion is based on the advice given by the Great Companion of the
Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, Abdullah
Bin Mas’ud, may Allah be pleased with him, which is recorded in Imam
Al Asfahani’s, Hilyat Al Awliya, Number 245.

Implementing the lessons discussed will aid a Muslim to Achieve Noble
Character. According to the Hadith found in Jami At Tirmidhi, number
2003, the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him,
has advised that the heaviest thing in the Scales of Judgment Day will
be Noble Character. It is one of qualities of the Holy Prophet
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, which Allah, the Exalted,
complimented in Chapter 68 Al Qalam, Verse 4 of the Holy Quran:

“And indeed, you are of a great moral character.”

Therefore, it is a duty on all Muslims to gain and act on the teachings of
the Holy Quran and the traditions of the Holy Prophet Muhammad,
peace and blessings be upon him, in order to Achieve Noble Character.



Quranic Characteristics

The Great Companion, Abdullah Bin Mas’ud, may Allah be pleased
with him, once said, “You recognize the reciter of the Holy Quran
when he stays up worshipping at night while others are asleep...”

In a Divine Hadith found in Sahih Bukhari, number 1145, the Holy
Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, advised that
Allah, the Exalted, descends every night to the nearest Heaven
according to His infinite majesty and invites people to ask Him to fulfill
their needs so that He can fulfill them.

Voluntary night time worship proves one's sincerity towards Allah, the
Exalted, as no other eyes are watching them. Offering it is a means to
having an intimate conversation with Allah, the Exalted. And it is a sign
of one's servanthood to Him. It has countless virtues for example, a
Hadith found in Sunan An Nasai, number 1614, declares that it is the
best voluntary prayer.

No one will have a rank higher on Judgment Day or in Paradise than the
Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, and this
rank has been directly connected to the voluntary night prayer. This
shows that those who establish the night voluntary prayer will be blessed
with the highest ranks in both worlds. Chapter 17 Al Isra, verse 79:



“And from [part of] the night, pray with it [i.e., recitation of the Quran] as
additional [worship] for you; it is expected that your Lord will resurrect
you to a praised station.”

A Hadith found in Jami At Tirmidhi, number 3579, advises that a muslim
Is closest to Allah, the Exalted, in the last part of the night. Therefore,
one can derive countless blessings if they remember Allah, the Exalted,
at this time.

All muslims desire their supplications to be answered and their needs to
be fulfilled. Therefore, they should strive to offer the voluntary night
prayer as a Hadith found in Sahih Muslim, number 1770, advises that
there is a special hour in every night when good supplications are
always answered.

Establishing the voluntary night prayer is an excellent way to prevent
one from committing sins, it helps a person to stay away from pointless
social gatherings and it protects a person from many physical illnesses.
This has been advised in a Hadith found in Jami At Tirmidhi, number
3549.

One should prepare for the voluntary night prayer by not over eating or
drinking especially, before bed as it induces laziness. One should not
unnecessarily tire themself out during the day. A short nap during the
day can help with this. Finally, one should avoid sins and strive to obey
Allah, the Exalted, by fulfiling His commands, refraining from His



prohibitions and by facing destiny with patience as the obedient find it
easier to offer the voluntary night prayer.



The Great Companion, Abdullah Bin Mas’ud, may Allah be pleased
with him, once said, “You recognize the reciter of the Holy Quran
when he...observes voluntary fasts during the day when others are
feasting...”

In a Divine Hadith found in Sunan An Nasai, number 2219, the Holy
Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, advised that all
righteous deeds people perform are for themselves except for fasting as
this is for Allah, the Exalted, and He shall reward it directly.

This Hadith indicates the uniqueness of fasting. One of the reasons it is
described in this manner is because all other righteous deeds are visible
to people, such as the prayer, or they are between people, such as
secret charity. Whereas, fasting is a unique righteous deed as others
cannot know someone is fasting by only observing them.

In addition, fasting is a righteous deed which puts a lock on every aspect
of oneself. Meaning, a person who fasts correctly will be prevented from
committing verbal and physical sins, such as looking at and hearing
unlawful things. This is also achieved through the prayer but the prayer
Is only performed for a short time and is visible to others whereas,
fasting occurs throughout the day and is invisible to others. Chapter 29
Al Ankabut, verse 45:

“...Indeed, prayer prohibits immorality and wrongdoing...”



It is clear from the following verse a person who does not complete the
obligatory fasts without a valid reason will not be a true believer as the
two have been directly connected. Chapter 2 Al Bagarah, verse 183:

‘O you who have believed, decreed upon you is fasting as it was
decreed upon those before you that you may become righteous”

In fact, the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him,
has warned in a Hadith found in Jami At Tirmidhi, number 723, that if a
muslim does not complete a single obligatory fast without a valid reason
they cannot make up for the reward and blessings lost even if they
fasted every day for their entire life.

In addition, as indicated by the verse quoted earlier fasting correctly
leads to piety. Meaning, simply starving during the day does not lead to
piety but paying extra attention to abstaining from sins and performing
righteous deeds during the fast will lead to piety. It is why a Hadith found
in Jami At Tirmidhi, number 707, warns that a fast will not be significant
If one does not abstain from speaking and acting on falsehood. A similar
Hadith found in Sunan Ibn Majah, number 1690, warns that some fasting
people obtain nothing except hunger. When one becomes more aware
and careful in obeying Allah, the Exalted, while they are fasting this habit
will eventually affect them so they behave in a similar way even when
they are not fasting. This is in fact true piety.



The righteousness mentioned in the verse quoted earlier is connected to
fasting as fasting reduces one's evil desires and passions. It prevents
pride and the encouragement of sins. This is because fasting hinders the
appetite of the stomach and one's carnal desires. These two things lead
to many sins. In addition, the desire for these two things is greater than
the desire for other unlawful things. So whoever controls them through
fasting will find it easier to control the weaker evil desires. This leads to
true righteousness.

As briefly indicated earlier there are different levels of fasting. The first
and lowest level of fasting is when one abstains from the things which
will break their fast, such as food. The next level is abstaining from sins
which damages one’s fast thereby reducing the reward of their fast, such
as lying. This has been indicated in a Hadith found in Sunan An Nasai,
number 2235. Fasting which involves each member of the body is the
next level. This is when each body part fasts from sins for example, the
eyes from looking at the unlawful, the ears from listening to the unlawful
and so on. The next level is when one behaves in this manner even
when they are not fasting. Finally, the highest level of fasting is
abstaining from all things which are not connected to Allah, the Exalted.

A muslim should also fast inwardly as their body fasts outwardly by
abstaining from sinful or vain thoughts. They should fast from persisting
on their own plans in respect to their desires and try to concentrate on
fulfilling their duties and responsibilities. In addition, they should fast
from inwardly challenging the decree of Allah, the Exalted, and instead
except destiny and whatever it brings knowing Allah, the Exalted, only
chooses the best for His servants even if they do not understand the
wisdom behind these choices. Chapter 2 Al Bagarah, verse 216:



“...But perhaps you hate a thing and it is good for you,; and perhaps you
love a thing and it is bad for you. And Allah knows, while you know not.”

Finally, a muslim should aim for the highest reward by keeping their fast
a secret and not informing others if it is avoidable as informing others
unnecessarily leads to a loss of reward as it is an aspect of showing off.



The Great Companion, Abdullah Bin Mas’ud, may Allah be pleased
with him, once said, “You recognize the reciter of the Holy Quran
when he...is mostly heavyhearted, while others carelessly enjoy the
attractions of this material world...he is mostly despondent...”

In a Hadith found in Jami At Tirmidhi, number 2305, the Holy Prophet
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, warned that too much
laughter kills the spiritual heart. This mentality demands one to always
think and discuss funny issues and avoid serious issues. The matter of
preparing for death and the hereafter are serious issues and if one
avoids thinking about and discussing them then they will never correctly
prepare for them. This will lead to a dead spiritual heart.

This does not mean a muslim should not joke at all. Joking from time to
time while avoiding other sins, such as lying, is acceptable as the Holy
Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, occasionally
joked. This is confirmed in a Hadith found in Jami At Tirmidhi, number
1990. It is joking excessively which is disliked and sinful if it is related to
a sin. It is a sin to intentionally misinterpret a tradition of the Holy
Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, in order to fulfil
one's own desires. If the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings
be upon him, rarely joked without committing any sins attached to it then
muslims should do the same and not exceed the bounds in order to fulfil
their own desires.

In addition, there is a big difference between being cheerful with people,
such as smiling, and joking excessively. Being cheerful is a blessing of
Allah, the Exalted, according to a Hadith found in Imam Bukhari's, Adab
Al Mufrad, number 301. Even smiling to make others feel comfortable is
recorded as an act of charity according to a Hadith found in Jami At



Tirmidhi, number 1970. So one should not believe avoiding joking
excessively means that people should always be in a sad and
depressed mood.



The Great Companion, Abdullah Bin Mas’ud, may Allah be pleased
with him, once said, “You recognize the reciter of the Holy Quran
when he...is mostly heavyhearted, while others carelessly enjoy the
attractions of this material world...he is mostly despondent...”

It is important to understand that even though people strive in this
material world in order to achieve peace of mind it is not possible to
achieve in this world as it has not been placed in the material world.
Chapter 13 Ar Ra’d, verse 28:

“...Unquestionably, by the remembrance of Allah hearts are assured.”

Even though this fact eludes many it is quite obvious that the more one
strives in this material world the more doors they open to the material
world. Fulfilling one worldly task leads to ten others. So a person moves
from one preoccupation to another with the no end in sight until they
depart this world. The only way to obtain some peace in this world is
through the obedience of Allah, the Exalted, by fulfilling His commands,
refraining from His prohibitions and by facing destiny with patience. This
muslim will be granted peace of mind by Allah, the Exalted. But even
then it is important to understand that true lasting peace of mind is only
found in the hereafter. This is because no matter how good someone’s
life is even if they reach a point where they have no worldly or religious
responsibilities as they have discharged them all and they have no other
things to deal with even then, the reality of death, the grave and
Judgment Day will prevent them from obtaining true lasting peace.
Therefore, a muslim should understand this reality as it helps one to
remain patient when dealing with life and what it brings and it
encourages a muslim to strive in preparation for the hereafter so that



they can achieve true lasting peace by obtaining the gardens of refuge
and an eternal resting place.



The Great Companion, Abdullah Bin Mas’ud, may Allah be pleased
with him, once said, “You recognize the reciter of the Holy Quran
when he...cries while others laugh...”

This is because they understand the consequences of actions.

It is important to learn that no matter how much physical or social
strength a person has a day will certainly come when they face the
consequences of their actions. In most cases, this occurs during their life
where the actions of a person leads them to trouble, such as prison and
eventually they will face the consequences of their actions in the
hereafter as well. This applies to all people not just leaders.

A muslim should therefore never mistreat others, such as their relatives.
They should learn a lesson from the tyrannical leaders of history who
were greater in strength than them yet, a day certainly came when their
strength did not benefit them and they faced the consequences of their
evil deeds. Social influence and strength are fickle things as they quickly
pass from person to person thereby, never remaining with anyone for
long. Therefore, a muslim who possesses such strength should use it in
a way which is pleasing to Allah, the Exalted, by benefiting themself and
others. But if they abuse their authority then they will eventually face a
punishment which no one can protect them from.

In addition, it is important not to abuse one’s authority as it may cause
them to be hurled into Hell on Judgment Day. Every oppressor will have
to give their righteous deeds to their victims and if necessary take the



sins of their victims until justice is established. This will cause many
oppressors to be thrown into Hell. This has been confirmed in a Hadith
found in Sahih Muslim, number 6579.

To conclude, a muslim should never forget to hold themself accountable
for their deeds. Those who do will avoid disobeying Allah, the Exalted,
and harming others. But those who do not judge themselves will
continue disobeying Allah, the Exalted, and harming others heedlessly
not knowing that in actual fact they are only harming themselves. But
when they realize this fact it will be too late for them to escape
punishment.



The Great Companion, Abdullah Bin Mas’ud, may Allah be pleased
with him, once said, “You recognize the reciter of the Holy Quran
when he...cries while others laugh...”

In a long Hadith found in Sahih Bukhari, number 6806, the Holy Prophet
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, mentioned seven
groups of people who will be granted shade on the Day of Judgment by
Allah, the Exalted.

This shade will protect them from the horrors of the Day of Judgment
which includes the unbearable heat caused by the Sun being brought
within two miles of the creation. This has been warned in a Hadith found
in Jami At Tirmidhi, number 2421.

One of these groups includes a person who remembers Allah, the
Exalted, in solitude and cries. Firstly, the fact that this reaction occurs in
solitude indicates the sincerity of the muslim meaning, their reaction is
purely for the sake of Allah, the Exalted. This reaction could be due to a
number of factors which include one’s realisation of the uncountable
blessings they have been granted even though they show a lack of
gratitude for them by using them incorrectly. One's understanding of the
mercy of Allah, the Exalted, when He conceals their sins from the
creation. A muslim continuously receiving blessings from Allah, the
Exalted, even when they sin. A muslim’s reflection and assessment of
their own deeds which encourages them to sincerely repent. One's
realisation that they will only be forgiven and granted Paradise through
the mercy of Allah, the Exalted, and not because of their righteous
deeds, which is confirmed in a Hadith found in Sahih Bukhari, number
6467. The important thing to note is that this reaction only occurs when
one truly reflects on this material world, the afterlife, death, Judgment



Day and their deeds. The one who is heedless to this will never achieve
this outcome.



The Great Companion, Abdullah Bin Mas’ud, may Allah be pleased
with him, once said, “You recognize the reciter of the Holy Quran
when he...is silent while others mix truth with falsehood...”

In a Hadith found in Jami At Tirmidhi, number 2501, the Holy Prophet
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, declared that whoever is
silent is saved.

This means the one who is silent from vain or evil speech and only
speaks good words will be saved by Allah, the Exalted, in both worlds.
This is important to understand as the main reason people will enter Hell
Is because of their speech. This has been warned in a Hadith found in
Jami At Tirmidhi, number 2616. In fact, it only takes a single evil word to
cause a person to plunge into Hell on Judgement Day which has been
confirmed in a Hadith found in Jami At Tirmidhi, number 2314.

Speech can be of three types. The first is evil speech which should be
avoided at all costs. The second is vain speech which only causes one
to waste time which will lead to a great regret on Judgment Day. In
addition, the first step of sinful speech is often vain speech. So it is safer
to avoid this type of speech. The final type is good speech which should
always be adopted. Based on these aspects two thirds of speech should
be removed from one's life.

In addition, the one who speaks too much will only reflect on their
actions and the hereatfter a little as this requires silence. This will prevent
one from assessing their deeds which inspires one to perform more



righteous deeds and sincerely repent from their sins. This person will
then be prevented from changing for the better.

Finally, those who speak too much often discuss worldly things and
things which are entertaining and fun. This will cause them to adopt a
mentality whereby they dislike discussing or listening to serious issues
like death and the hereafter. This will prevent them from preparing
adequately for the hereafter which will lead to a great regret and a
potential punishment.

All of this can be avoided if one simply remains silent from sinful and
vain speech and instead only speaks good words. Therefore, the one
who is silent in this way will be saved from trouble in this world and from
punishment in the next world.



The Great Companion, Abdullah Bin Mas’ud, may Allah be pleased
with him, once said, “You recognize the reciter of the Holy Quran
when he...is humble while others show pride...”

The servants of Allah, the Exalted, have understood that anything good
they possess is solely because Allah, the Exalted, granted it to them.
And any evil they are saved from is because Allah, the Exalted,
protected them. Is it not foolish to be proud of something that does not
belong to someone? Just like a person does not boast about a sports
car which does not belong to them muslims must realize nothing in
reality belongs to them. This attitude ensures one remains humble at all
times. The humble servants of Allah, the Exalted, fully believe in the
Hadith of the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon
him, found in Sahih Bukhari, number 5673, which declares that the
righteous deeds of a person will not take them to Paradise. Only the
mercy of Allah, the Exalted, can cause this to occur. This is because
every righteous deed is only possible when Allah, the Exalted, provides
one with the knowledge, strength, opportunity and inspiration to perform
it. Even the acceptance of the deed is dependent on the mercy of Allah,
the Exalted. When one bares this in mind it saves them from pride and
inspires them to adopt humility. One should always remember that being
humble is not a sign of weakness as Islam has encouraged one to
defend themself if necessary. In other words, Islam teaches muslims to
be humble without weakness. In fact, the Holy Prophet Muhammad,
peace and blessings be upon him, has confirmed in a Hadith found in
Jami At Tirmidhi, number 2029, that whoever humbles themself before
Allah, the Exalted, will be raised by Him. So in reality, humility leads to
honor in both worlds. One only needs to reflect on the most humble of
the creation to understand this fact namely, the Holy Prophet
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him. Allah, the Exalted, has
clearly ordered people by ordering the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace
and blessings be upon him, to adopt this important quality. Chapter 26
Ash Shu’ara, verse 215:



“And lower your wing [i.e., show kindness] to those who follow you of the
believers.”

The Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, led a
humble life. For example, he happily carried out the domestic duties at
home thereby proving these chores are gender-neutral. This is
confirmed in Imam Bukhari’s, Adab Al Mufrad, number 538.

Humility is an inner characteristic that manifests outwards such as the
way one walks. This is discussed in another verse chapter 31 Lugman,
verse 18:

“And do not turn your cheek [in contempt] toward people and do not walk
through the earth exultantly...”

Allah, the Exalted, has made it clear that Paradise is for the humble
servants who possess no trace of pride. Chapter 28 Al Qasas, verse 83:

“That home of the Hereafter We assign to those who do not desire
exaltedness upon the earth or corruption. And the [best] outcome is for
the righteous.”



In fact, the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him,
has confirmed in a Hadith found in Jami At Tirmidhi, number 1998, that
whoever possesses an atom’s worth of pride will not enter Paradise.
Only Allah, the Exalted, has the right to be proud as He is the Creator,
Sustainer and Owner of the entire universe.

It is important to note, pride is when one believes they are superior to
others and rejects the truth when it is presented to them as they dislike
accepting the truth when it comes from other than them. This is
confirmed in a Hadith found in Sunan Abu Dawud, number 4092.



The Great Companion, Abdullah Bin Mas’ud, may Allah be pleased
with him, once said, “You recognize the reciter of the Holy Quran
when he...is contemplative...”

Merely performing worship will not raise someone to the highest levels of
faith. Muslims can only reach this level by purifying their inner beings.
This is achieved by removing the negative characteristics they possess
and replacing them with good characteristics. But this is only achieved
through serious reflection and self-assessment.

When one recognises their own reality this will encourage them to live
like a servant and fulfil the purpose of their creation. This will lead them
to recognising Allah, the Exalted, as their Lord, which is the ultimate
goal. Chapter 51 Adh Dhariyat, verse 56:

“And | did not create the jinn and mankind except to worship Me.”

This self-assessment is vital for triggering one to take the steps needed
to purify their character and soul of evil characteristics which is the path
of success in both worlds. Some are so lost in the material world they
never perform this important deed and therefore decades pass by
without them changing one single bit. Muslims must use the time of
strength they have been given in order to self-assess and change for the
better before they reach the final stage of weakness. At this point they
will desire to change but they will not possess the intelligence or strength
to do so. This has been indicated in a Hadith found in Sahih Bukhari,
number 6412.



One only needs to turn the pages of history to observe those who were
given great power and wealth but eventually a time came when their
moment of strength ran out and because of their persistent disobedience
they were destroyed.

Those who used their moments of strength in the correct way by
pleasing Allah, the Exalted, will be blessed by Him in such a way that
even after departing from this world they will still be honoured by society.

As the majority of muslims do not understand the Arabic language an
abundant amount of worship will not trigger this inner purification. One
can only reach it by reflecting on this material world, death, the grave
and Hell. Because of this a single moment of reflection can become
better than sixty years of voluntary worship.

Those who live without wisdom or reflection habitually make mistakes
which only lead to constant stress. It is these people who lead an
aimless life with no higher aspirations and move through each day
without understanding their true purpose.

The pious always take time out of their day to reflect on their aims, what
actions they have performed and whether they have pleased Allah, the
exalted, or not. This mentality will ensure that one avoids sins, performs
righteous deeds and if they happen to commit sins to sincerely repent.



This mentality fits the advice given by the second rightly guided Caliph of
Islam, Omar Bin Khataab, may Allah be pleased with him, which is
recorded in Imam Asfahani’s, Hilyat Al Awliya, number 98. He advised
that one should judge their own actions before someone else judges
them namely, Allah, the exalted, on the Day of Judgement.

This self-assessment is the key which inspires one to sincerely repent
and change for the better. This is the best stage compared to the stage
where one only realises their mistakes when another points it out to
them. But even this stage requires one to possess good friends and
relatives who are wise and sincerely concerned over their eternal
welfare instead of only being concerned with the material world. A truly
blessed muslim is the one who possesses these types of relatives and
friends who aid them to adopt piety.

Reflecting at the start of one's day also ensures a person prioritises their
daily tasks and saves time by avoiding those tasks which should be
delayed.

The following verse describes the state of successful muslims. They
reflect on and are deeply affected by the teachings of Islam and strive to
iImplement them in their lives. If one is affected in this way they should
be grateful to Allah, the Exalted, and show no signs of pride. But if one is
not affected in this way they must repent and change before it is too late.
Chapter 5 Al Ma’idah, verse 83:



“And when they hear what has been revealed to the Messenger, you see
their eyes overflowing with tears because of what they have recognized
of the truth...”

A lack of self-reflection has caused muslims to become lost in the
material world even though Islamic knowledge is more readily available
then it ever was. Voluntary worship will only take one so far but to reach
the height of faith they must reflect and assess their character. This will
inspire them to abandon their evil traits and replace them with good
ones. The vital ingredient needed to stimulate this self-assessment and
reflection is Islamic knowledge which must be obtained from a reliable
source. This is one of the reasons the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace
and blessings be upon him, declared in a Hadith found in Sunan Ibn
Majah, number 224, that obtaining this type of knowledge is obligatory
on all muslims.



The Great Companion, Abdullah Bin Mas’ud, may Allah be pleased
with him, once said, “You recognize the reciter of the Holy Quran
when he...is contemplative...”

It is important for a muslim to be observant in their daily life and avoid
being too self-absorbed in their own worldly matters so that they become
heedless over the things which are occurring around them and the
things which have already occurred. This is an important quality to
possess as it is an excellent way to strengthen one's faith which in turn
helps one to remain obedient to Allah, the Exalted, at all times. For
example, when a muslim observes a sick person they should not only
aid them by whatever means they possess, even if it is only a
supplication, but they should reflect on their own health and understand
that they too will eventually lose their good health either by an iliness,
ageing or even death. This should inspire them to be grateful for their
good health and show this through their actions by taking advantage of
their good health in both worldly and religious matters which are
pleasing to Allah, the Exalted.

When they observe the death of a rich person they should not only feel
sad for the deceased and their family but realise that one day which is
unknown to them they will die also. They should understand that just like
the rich person was abandoned by their wealth, fame and family at their
grave so will they too be left only with their deeds in their grave. This will
encourage them to prepare for their grave and the hereatfter.

This attitude can and should be applied to all things one observes. A
muslim should learn a lesson from everything around them which has
been advised in the Holy Quran. Chapter 3 Alee Imran, verse 191:



“...and give thought to the creation of the heavens and the earth,
[saying], "Our Lord, You did not create this aimlessly; exalted are You
[above such a thing]; then protect us from the punishment of the Fire.”

Those who behave in this manner will strengthen their faith on a daily
basis whereas those who are too self-absorbed in their worldly life will
remain heedless which may lead them to their destruction.



The Great Companion, Abdullah Bin Mas’ud, may Allah be pleased
with him, once said, “You recognize the reciter of the Holy Quran
when he...is contemplative...”

It is important for a muslim to understand a key truth namely, nothing in
creation occurs without a wise reason even if people do not observe this
wisdom immediately. A muslim should treat everything which occurs,
whether they are in times of ease or difficulty, as a message in a bottle.
They should not get too caught up in assessing and examining the bottle
as it is merely a messenger which delivers the important message. This
occurs when muslims either exult over the good things which occur
thereby becoming heedless to the message within the good thing. Or
they become grieved during difficulties thereby becoming too distracted
to understand the message within the difficulty. They should instead
concentrate on following the advice of the Holy Quran and approach
each situation in a balanced way. Chapter 57 Al Hadid, verse 23:

“In order that you not despair over what has eluded you and not exult [in
pride] over what He has given you...”

This verse does not prohibit being happy or sad in different situations as
this is a part of human nature. But it advises a balanced approach
whereby one avoids extreme emotions namely, exultant which is
excessive happiness or grief which is excessive sadness. This balanced
approach will allow one to focus their mind on the more important
message inside the bottle meaning, inside the situation whether it is a
situation of ease or difficulty. Through assessing, understanding and
acting on the hidden message a muslim can improve their worldly and
religious life for the better. Sometimes the message will be a wakeup call
to turn back to Allah, the Exalted, before their time runs out. Sometimes



it will be a way of raising their rank. Other times a way of erasing their
sins and sometimes a reminder not to attach themself to the temporal
material world and the things in it. Without this assessment one will
merely journey through events without improving their worldly or
religious life.



The Great Companion, Abdullah Bin Mas’ud, may Allah be pleased
with him, once said, “You recognize the reciter of the Holy Quran
when he...is wise...”

Wisdom encourages one to use their knowledge in ways which benefit
themself and others.

The Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him,
advised in a Hadith found in Jami At Tirmidhi, number 2645, that when
Allah, the Exalted, desires to give someone good He provides them with
Islamic knowledge.

There is no doubt that every muslim irrespective of the strength of their
faith desires good in both worlds. Even though many muslims incorrectly
believe that this good which they desire lies in fame, wealth, authority,
companionship and their career this Hadith makes it crystal clear that
true lasting good lies in gaining and acting on Islamic knowledge. It is
important to note a branch of religious knowledge is useful worldly
knowledge whereby one earns lawful provision in order to fulfil their
necessities and the necessities of their dependents. Even though the
Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, has
pointed out where good lies yet it is a shame how many muslims do not
place much value in this. They in most cases only strive to obtain the
bare minimum of Islamic knowledge in order to fulfil their obligatory
duties and fail to acquire and act on more such as the traditions of the
Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him. Instead
they dedicate their efforts on worldly things believing true good is found
there. Many muslims fail to appreciate that the righteous predecessors
had to journey for weeks on end just to learn a single verse or Hadith of
the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him,



whereas today one can study Islamic teachings without leaving their
home. Yet, many fail to make use of this blessing given to the modern
day muslims. Out of His infinite mercy Allah, the Exalted, through his
Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, has not
only pointed out where true good lies but He has also placed this good
at one's finger tips. Allah, the Exalted, has informed mankind of where
an eternal buried treasure is located which can solve all the problems
they may encounter in both worlds. But muslims will only obtain this
good once they struggle to acquire and act on it. This is the wisdom
mentioned at the beginning.



The Great Companion, Abdullah Bin Mas’ud, may Allah be pleased
with him, once said, “You recognize the reciter of the Holy Quran
when he...is forbearing...”

In a Hadith found in Sahih Muslim, number 159, the Holy Prophet
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, gave a short but far
reaching piece of advice. He advised people to sincerely declare their
belief in Allah, the Exalted, and then remain steadfast on it.

Remaining steadfast on one’s faith means that they must strive in the
sincere obedience of Allah, the Exalted, in all aspects of their life. It
consists of fulfilling the commands of Allah, the Exalted, which relate to
Him, such as the obligatory fasts and those which relate to people, such
as treating others kindly. It includes refraining from all the prohibitions of
Islam which are between a person and Allah, the Exalted, and those
involving others. A muslim must also face destiny with patience truly
believing Allah, the Exalted, chooses what is best for His servants.
Chapter 2 Al Bagarah, verse 216:

“...But perhaps you hate a thing and it is good for you,; and perhaps you
love a thing and it is bad for you. And Allah knows, while you know not.”

Steadfastness can include refraining from both types of polytheism. The
major type is when one worships something other than Allah, the
Exalted. The minor type is when one shows off their good deeds to
others. This has been warned in a Hadith found in Sunan Ibn Majah,



number 3989. Therefore, an aspect of steadfastness is to always act for
the sake of Allah, the Exalted.

It includes obeying Allah, the Exalted, at all times instead of obeying and
pleasing oneself or others. If a Muslim disobeys Allah, the Exalted, by
pleasing themself or others they should know neither their desires nor
people will protect them from Allah, the Exalted. On the other hand, the
one who is sincerely obedient to Allah, the Exalted, will be protected
from all things by Him even if this protection is not apparent to them.

Remaining steadfast on one’s faith includes following the path set out by
the Holy Quran and the traditions of the Holy Prophet Muhammad,
peace and blessings be upon him, and not adopting a path which
deviates from this. The one who strives to adopt this path will not need
anything else as this is enough to keep them steadfast on their faith.

As people are not perfect they will undoubtedly make mistakes and
commit sins. So being steadfast in matters of faith does not mean one
has to be perfect but it means they must strive to adhere strictly to the
obedience of Allah, the Exalted, as outlined earlier, and to sincerely
repent if they commit a sin. This has been indicated in chapter 41
Fussilat, verse 6:

“...S0 take a straight course to Him and seek His forgiveness...”



This is further supported by a Hadith found in Jami At Tirmidhi, number
1987, which advises to fear Allah, the Exalted, and to erase a (minor) sin
which has occurred by performing a righteous deed. In another Hadith
found in Imam Malik's Muwatta, book 2, Hadith number 37, the Holy
Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, advised
muslims to try their best to remain steadfast on the obedience of Allah,
the Exalted, even though they will not be able to do it perfectly.
Therefore, a muslim’s duty is to fulfil the potential they have been given
through their intention and physical actions in the steadfast obedience of
Allah, the Exalted. They have not been commanded to achieve
perfection as this is not possible.

It is important to note, that one cannot remain steadfast in the obedience
of Allah, the Exalted, through their physical actions without purifying their
heart first. As indicated in a Hadith found in Sunan Ibn Majah, number
3984, the limbs of the body will only act in a pure way if the spiritual
heart is pure. Purity of heart is only achieved by gaining and acting on
the teachings of the Holy Quran and the traditions of the Holy Prophet
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him.

Steadfast obedience requires one to control their tongue as it expresses
the heart. Without controlling the tongue steadfast obedience to Allah,
the Exalted, is not possible. This has been advised in a Hadith found in
Jami At Tirmidhi, number 2407.

Finally, if any deficiency in the steadfast obedience of Allah, the Exalted,
occurs one must make sincere repentance to Allah, the Exalted, and
seek the forgiveness of people if it involves their rights. Chapter 46 Al
Ahgaf, verse 13:



‘Indeed, those who have said, "Our Lord is Allah,"” and then remained on
a right course - there will be no fear concerning them, nor will they
grieve.”



The Great Companion, Abdullah Bin Mas’ud, may Allah be pleased
with him, once said, “You recognize the reciter of the Holy Quran
when he...is knowledgeable...”

In a Hadith found in Sahih Muslim, number 6853, the Holy Prophet
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, advised that whoever
follows a path seeking knowledge Allah, the Exalted, will make the path
to Paradise easy for them.

This indicates both a physical path someone takes seeking knowledge,
such as attending lectures and classes, and a path whereby someone
seeks knowledge without a physical journey. It encompasses all forms of
knowledge, such as listening, reading, studying and writing about
knowledge. The path to Paradise has many obstacles preventing a
muslim from reaching it. Only the one who possesses knowledge of
them and how to overcome them will reach Paradise safely. In addition,
it easily understood that a person cannot reach a city in this world
without knowledge of its location and the route which leads to it.
Similarly, Paradise cannot be obtained without knowing these things
about it, such as the path leading to it.

But the important thing to note is that a muslim’s intention to seek and
act on knowledge must be to please Allah, the Exalted. Whoever seeks
religious knowledge for a worldly reason, such as showing off, will end
up in Hell if they fail to sincerely repent. This has been warned in a
Hadith found in Sunan lbn Majah, number 253.



In addition, a muslim must strive to act on their knowledge as knowledge
without action is of no value or benefit. This is like the one who
possesses knowledge of a path to safety but does not take it and instead
remains in an area full of dangers. This is why knowledge can be split
into two categories. The first is when one acts on their knowledge, which
leads to piety and an increase in the obedience of Allah, the Exalted.
The second is when one fails to act on their knowledge. This type will
not increase one’s obedience to Allah, the Exalted, in fact, it will only
increase them in arrogance believing they are superior to others even
though they are like donkeys which carry books that do not benefit it.
Chapter 62 Al Jumu’ah, verse 5:

“...and then did not take it on (did not act on their knowledge) is like that
of a donkey who carries volumes [of books]...”



The Great Companion, Abdullah Bin Mas’ud, may Allah be pleased
with him, once said, “You recognize the reciter of the Holy Quran
when he...mostly quiet...”

This is because they understand the dangers of speech.

This is connected to chapter 4 An Nisa, verse 114:

“No good is there in much of their private conversation, except for those
who enjoin charity or that which is right or conciliation between people.
And whoever does that seeking means to the approval of Allah - then
We are going to give him a great reward.”

In this verse Allah, the exalted, explains how people should conduct
themselves when conversing with others so that they derive benefit for
themselves and others. The first is that when muslims gather they
should discuss how to benefit others which encompasses charity in the
form of wealth and physical aid. If a muslim is not in a position to help a
needy person then this is an excellent way of gaining reward equal to
actually helping them. A Hadith found in Sahih Muslim, number 6800,
advises that the one who inspires someone else towards good will be
rewarded as if they performed the good action themself. If one cannot
aid someone in difficulty or inspire another to fulfill this task they can at
least encourage others to supplicate for the one in need. Supplication for
an absent person causes the Angels to pray for the supplicator. This has
been advised in a Hadith found in Sunan Abu Dawud, number 1534.
This mentality can inspire the group to visit the needy person which



provides them with emotional support. This has a powerful psychological
impact and provides them with a new mode of strength when dealing
with their hardship. The important thing to note is that when one
mentions the situation of a needy person their intention must be to aid
them in their hour of need. It should never be for the sake of passing
time and making them a target of ridicule.

The second way to gain blessings is when one converses about
anything lawful that will provide benefit to someone in this world or the
next. This aspect includes advising others to do good and refrain from
evil in every aspect of their life.

The third aspect mentioned in this verse involves conversing with others
with a constructive mindset which brings people together in a positive
way instead of possessing a destructive mindset which causes divisions
within society. If a person cannot bring people together in a loving way
then the minimum they can do is not cause divisions amongst them.
Even this is recorded as a good deed when done for the pleasure of
Allah, the Exalted. This has been indicated in a Hadith found in Sahih
Bukhari, number 2518.

In fact, a Hadith found in Sunan Abu Dawud, number 4919, advises that
reconciling between two opposing muslims for the pleasure of Allah, the
Exalted, is superior to voluntary prayer and fasting. Every good thing
found within society was the outcome of this pious attitude such as the
construction of schools, hospitals and Mosques.



But it is important to note, that a muslim will only obtain the great reward
mentioned in this verse when they perform the righteous deeds for the
pleasure of Allah, the Exalted. Each person will be rewarded based on
their intention not just their physical action. This is confirmed in a Hadith
found in Sahih Bukhari, number 1. The insincere muslim will find that on
Judgment Day they will be told to gain their reward from those who they
acted for which will not be possible. This is confirmed in a Hadith found
in Jami At Tirmidhi, number 3154.



The Great Companion, Abdullah Bin Mas’ud, may Allah be pleased
with him, once said, “You recognize the reciter of the Holy Quran
when he...mostly quiet...”

Restraining the tongue, guarding it and keeping it within the limits set by
Islam is the source of all good. Therefore, whoever keeps control of their
tongue has taken control of their affair. In fact, this Hadith concludes by
declaring that speech is the main cause for people entering Hell. This is
supported by many other Hadiths, such as the one found in Jami At
Tirmidhi, number 2314, which warns that it only takes one evil word to
cause a person to plunge into Hell on Judgement Day. This is because
the majority of the major sins have an element of speech in them and in
most cases it is much easier to sin through one's words than one’s
actions. When a muslim corrects their speech all their actions will
become correct but if they fail to do this then they will only destroy their
good deeds through their evil speech. To conclude, a muslim must act
on the far reaching advice given in a Hadith found in Sahih Muslim,
number 176, namely, they should either speak good words or remain
silent.



The Great Companion, Abdullah Bin Mas’ud, may Allah be pleased
with him, once said, “You recognize the reciter of the Holy
Quran...he is not harsh...”

In a Hadith found in Jami At Tirmidhi, number 2701, the Holy Prophet
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, advised that Allah, the
Exalted, loves gentleness in all matters.

This is an important characteristic which must be adopted by all
muslims. It should be used in all aspects of one’s life. It is important to
understand that being gentle benefits the muslim themself more than
anyone else. Not only will they receive blessings and reward from Allah,
the Exalted, and minimize the amount of sins they commit, as a gentle
person is less likely to commits sins through their speech and actions,
but it benefits them in worldly affairs also. For example, the person who
treats their spouse gently will gain more love and respect in return then if
they treated their spouse in a harsh manner. Children are more likely to
obey and treat their parents with respect when they are treated gently.
Colleagues at work are more likely to help the one who is gentle with
them. The examples are endless. Only in very rare cases is a harsh
attitude required. In most cases, gentle behaviour will be much more
effective than a harsh attitude.

The Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him,
possesses countless good qualities yet, Allah, the exalted, specifically
highlighted his gentleness in the Holy Quran as it is a key ingredient
required to affect others in a positive way. Chapter 3 Al Imran, verse
159:



“So by mercy from Allah, [O Muhammad], you were lenient with them.
And if you had been rude [in speech] and harsh in heart, they would
have disbanded from about you...”

A muslim must remember that they will never be better than a Holy
Prophet, peace be upon them, nor will the person they interact with be
worse than Pharaoh yet, Allah, the Exalted, commanded the Holy
Prophet Mosa and the Holy Prophet Haroon, peace be upon them, to
deal with Pharaoh in a kind manner. Chapter 20 Taha, verse 44:

“And speak to him with gentle speech that perhaps he may be reminded
or fear [Allah]."

Therefore, a muslim should adopt gentleness in all affairs as it leads to
much reward and affects others, such as one's family, in a positive way.



The Great Companion, Abdullah Bin Mas’ud, may Allah be pleased
with him, once said, “You recognize the reciter of the Holy
Quran...he is not harsh...”

In a Hadith found in Sahih Bukhari, number 7376, the Holy Prophet
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, warned that Allah, the
Exalted, will not show mercy to the one who does not show mercy to
others.

Islam is a very simple religion. One of its fundamental teachings is so
simple that even uneducated people can understand and act on them
namely, how people treat others is how they will be treated by Allah, the
Exalted. For example, those who learn to overlook and forgive the
mistakes of others will be forgiven by Allah, the Exalted. Chapter 24 An
Nur, verse 22:

“...and let them pardon and overlook. Would you not like that Allah
should forgive you?...”

Those who support others in beneficial worldly and religious matters
such as emotional or financial aid will be supported by Allah, the
Exalted, in both worlds. This has been advised in a Hadith found in
Sunan Abu Dawud, number 4893. This same Hadith advises that the
one who conceals the faults of others will have their faults concealed by
Allah, the Exalted.



Simply put, if one treats others with kindness and respect according to
the teachings of Islam they will be treated similarly by Allah, the Exalted.
And those who mistreat others will be treated similarly by Allah, the
Exalted, even if they fulfill the obligatory duties which are connected to
Him such as the obligatory prayers. This is because a muslim must fulfill
both duties in order to achieve success namely, the duties towards
Allah, the Exalted, and people.

Finally, it is important to note a muslim will only be treated kindly by
Allah, the Exalted, if they treat others kindly for His sake. If they do it for
any other reason than they will undoubtedly forfeit the reward mentioned
in these teachings. The foundation of all acts and Islam itself is one's
intention. This has been confirmed in a Hadith found in Sahih Bukhari,
number 1.



The Great Companion, Abdullah Bin Mas’ud, may Allah be pleased
with him, once said, “You recognize the reciter of the Holy
Quran...he is notlazy...”

This is connected to chapter 47 Muhammad, verse 7:

“O you who have believed, if you support Allah, He will support you and
plant firmly your feet.”

This verse means that if one aids Islam then Allah, the Exalted, will help
them in both worlds. It is strange how countless people desire the help
of Allah, the Exalted, yet do not fulfil the first part of this verse through
the sincere obedience of Allah, the Exalted, by fulfilling His commands,
refraining from His prohibitions and by facing destiny with patience. The
excuse most people give is that they do not have time to perform
righteous deeds. They desire the help of Allah, the Exalted, yet will not
make time to do the things which please Him. Does this make sense?
Those who do not fulfil the obligatory duties and then expect the aid of
Allah, the Exalted, in their moment of need are quite foolish. And those
who do fulfil the obligatory duties yet refuse to go beyond them will find
that the aid they receive is limited. How one behaves is how they are
treated. The more time and energy dedicated to Allah, the Exalted, the
more support they will receive. It really is that simple.

A muslim needs to understand that the majority of the obligatory duties,
such as the five daily prayers, only takes a small amount of time in one's
day. A muslim cannot expect to barely dedicate an hour a day to offering



the obligatory prayers and then neglect Allah, the Exalted, for the rest of
the day and still expect His continuous support through all difficulties. A
person would dislike a friend who treated them in such a manner. How
then can one treat Allah, the Exalted, the Lord of the worlds, like this
then?

Some only dedicate extra time to pleasing Allah, the Exalted, when they
encounter a worldly problem then demand Him to fix it as if they done
Allah, the Exalted, a favour by performing voluntary good deeds. This
foolish mentality clearly contradicts servanthood to Allah, the Exalted. It
iIs amazing how this type of person finds time to do all their other
leisurely activities, such as spending time with family and friends,
watching TV and attending social functions yet finds no time to dedicate
to pleasing Allah, the Exalted. They cannot seem to find time to recite
and adopt the teachings of the Holy Quran. They do not seem to find
time to study and act on the traditions of the Holy Prophet Muhammad,
peace and blessings be upon him. These people somehow find wealth
to spend on their unnecessary luxuries yet seem to find no wealth to
donate in voluntary charity.

It is important to understand that a muslim will be treated according to
how they behave. Meaning, if a Muslim dedicates extra time to please
Allah, the Exalted, then they will find the support they need to journey
through all difficulties safely. But if they fail to fulfil the obligatory duties
or only fulfil them without dedicating any other time to pleasing Allah, the
Exalted, then they will find a similar response from Allah, the Exalted.
Put simply, the more one gives the more they shall receive. If one does
not give much they should not expect much in return.



The Great Companion, Abdullah Bin Mas’ud, may Allah be pleased
with him, once said, “You recognize the reciter of the Holy
Quran...he is not loud-mouthed...”

In a Hadith found in Jami At Tirmidhi, number 2018, the Holy Prophet
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, mentioned the types of
people he dislikes and who will be furthest from him on Judgment Day.

The first type is the one who talks excessively. This is disliked as the
one who talks excessively is much more likely to utter vain and useless
words which may not be sinful but they often lead to sins. In addition,
they only waste time which will be a great regret for the speaker on
Judgment Day. And the one who excessively talks is more likely to
commit sins. A muslim should remember that it only takes a single evil
word to cause them to plunge into Hell on Judgment Day according to a
Hadith found in Jami At Tirmidhi, number 2314.

The next type of person mentioned in the main Hadith under discussion
Is the loud-mouthed who speaks excessively and artificially in order to
boast and show-off through their speech. This person desires to show
others how much knowledge they possess thereby attracting attention to
themself. This person will often intend to please people through their
actions instead of Allah, the Exalted. This will result in them losing
reward for their righteous actions. In fact, they will be told on Judgment
Day to gain their reward from those who they acted for. This has been
warned in a Hadith found in Jami At Tirmidhi, number 3154.



The Great Companion, Abdullah Bin Mas’ud, may Allah be pleased
with him, once said, “You recognize the reciter of the Holy
Quran...he is not argumentative...”

In a Hadith found in Jami At Tirmidhi, number 1993, the Holy Prophet
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, advised that whoever
avoids arguing even if they are right will be given a house in the middle
of Paradise.

It is important to understand that the characteristic of a true muslim is
not to argue or debate in order to promote themself and their opinion.
They should instead present the information in order to promote the
truth. This applies to both worldly and religious matters. The one who
aims to promote the truth will not argue. Only the one who is trying to
promote themself will. Contrary to what many believe winning arguments
does not increase one's rank in anyway. The only time one’s rank in both
worlds’ increases is when they avoid arguing and instead present the
truth or accept it when it is presented to them. A muslim should avoid
going back and forth with others when discussing things as this is a
characteristic of arguing. It is this correct mentality which has been
indicated in Chapter 16 An Nahl, verse 125:

“‘Invite to the way of your Lord with wisdom and good instruction, and
argue with them in a way that is best...”



A muslim should understand that their duty is not to force people to
accept something. Their duty is to simply present the truth as being
forceful is a characteristic of arguing.

A muslim should not waste their time nor stress if others disagree with
their opinion. When one holds onto these disagreements over time it can
cause enmity to build up between them and others, which can lead to
fractured and broken relationships. This can even lead to the sin of
severing ties with people. So in cases like this it is important for muslims
to let things go and not harbour negative feelings towards someone who
disagrees with their opinion and choice. They should instead push
themself to agree to disagree and move on from the situation without
any ill feelings. The one who fails to do this will find themself always
arguing and possessing enmity for others as they are bound to disagree
with others on certain topics and issues due to the difference in their
characteristics and mentality. Understanding this principle is a branch of
finding peace in this world.



The Great Companion, Abdullah Bin Mas’ud, may Allah be pleased
with him, once said, “You recognize the reciter of the Holy
Quran...he is not argumentative...”

As all people have not been created the same they are bound to
disagree on certain things. In matters related to religion and those which
differentiate between lawful and unlawful things a muslim must remain
steadfast on the obedience of Allah, the Exalted, irrespective of who
challenges or disagrees with them. But in matters where the choice is
between to lawful worldly options a muslim is entitled to offer their
opinion to others when they are requested to. But they should not waste
their time nor stress if others disagree with their opinion. When one
holds onto these disagreements over time they can cause enmity to
build up between people which can lead to fractured and broken
relationships. This can even result in the sin of severing ties with people.
So in cases like this it is important for muslims to let things go and not
harbour a negative feeling towards someone who disagrees with their
opinion and choice. They should instead push themself to agree to
disagree and move on from the situation without any ill feelings. The one
who fails to do this will find themself always arguing and possessing
enmity for others as they are bound to disagree with others on certain
topics and issues due to a difference in their characteristics and
mentality. Understanding and acting on this advice is a branch of finding
peace in this world.

All praise is due to Allah, Lord of the worlds and may peace and
blessings be upon His final Messenger, Muhammad, his noble Family
and Companions.
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