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Introduction 
 

 

The following short book discusses some aspects of the Five Pillars of 

Faith.  

 

 

Implementing the lessons discussed will aid a Muslim to Achieve Noble 

Character. According to the Hadith found in Jami At Tirmidhi, number 

2003, the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, 

has advised that the heaviest thing in the Scales of Judgment Day will 

be Noble Character. It is one of qualities of the Holy Prophet 

Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, which Allah, the Exalted, 

complimented in Chapter 68 Al Qalam, Verse 4 of the Holy Quran: 

 

 

“And indeed, you are of a great moral character.” 

 

 

Therefore, it is a duty on all Muslims to gain and act on the teachings of 

the Holy Quran and the traditions of the Holy Prophet Muhammad, 

peace and blessings be upon him, in order to Achieve Noble Character. 

 



The Five Pillars of Faith 

The Testification of Faith 
 

 

There are many Hadiths of the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and 

blessings be upon him, which advise mankind that whoever testifies that 

there is none worthy of worship except Allah, the Exalted, and that the 

Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, is the 

servant and final messenger of Allah, the Exalted, will be saved from the 

fire of Hell. One such example is found in Sahih Bukhari, number 128. 

 

  

The meaning of these Hadiths is that whoever dies while believing in this 

testimony will either enter Paradise and escape Hell or they will enter 

Hell to the extent of their sins and then eventually be allowed into 

Paradise where they will dwell forever. This has been advised in a 

Hadith found in Sahih Bukhari, number 7510. 

 

 

It is important to note, that those who desire to enter Paradise without 

entering Hell first must not only declare their belief in Islam verbally but 

they must also fulfil its conditions and obligations. The testimony of faith 

is undoubtedly the key to Paradise but a key needs teeth in order to 

unlock a specific door. The teeth of the key to Paradise are its 

obligations and duties. Without them meaning, the key without its teeth, 

will not open the door to Paradise. This is proven through many Hadiths 

which indicate entry into Paradise requires one to fulfil the conditions 

and duties of Islam. For example, a Hadith found in Sahih Bukhari, 

number 1397, indicates that the testimony must be supported by actions 

in the form of the pillars of Islam, such as establishing the obligatory 

prayers.  



 

 

The first part of the testimony namely, there is none worthy of worship 

save Allah, the Exalted, means that Allah, the Exalted, is the only One 

who must be obeyed and never disobeyed. When one accepts Allah, the 

Exalted, as their God they must not obey anything which leads to His 

disobedience as Allah, the Exalted, alone is their Master and they are 

only His slaves. But the moment one obeys anything which leads to the 

disobedience of Allah, the Exalted, then they have corrupted their belief 

in His Oneness which has been indicated in chapter 45 Al Jathiyah, 

verse 23:  

 

 

“Have you seen he who has taken as his god his [own] desire…” 

 

 

The Holy Quran has warned muslims that whoever commits sins is in 

reality worshipping the Devil as they have obeyed him over the 

obedience of Allah, the Exalted. Chapter 36 Yaseen, verse 60: 

 

 

“Did I not enjoin upon you, O children of Adam, that you not worship 

Satan - [for] indeed, he is to you a clear enemy.” 

 

 

The muslims who reject their desires, the desires of others and the 

commands of the Devil and instead only obey Allah, the Exalted, have 

truly taken Allah, the Exalted, as their God. These muslims have been 

granted the protection of Allah, the Exalted, in both worlds. These 

muslims have practically actualised the testimony of Islam as they 



supported their verbal and internal claim with sincere actions according 

to the traditions of the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings 

be upon him. When one acts according to his traditions they have 

fulfilled the second aspect of the testimony namely, the Holy Prophet 

Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, is the servant and final 

messenger of Allah, the Exalted. These muslims are the ones referred to 

in a Hadith found in Sahih Bukhari, number 128. It advises they will be 

saved from the Hellfire by Allah, the Exalted.  

 

 

The person who declares Islam with the tongue and internally accepts it 

is undoubtedly a muslim but their true sincere belief in the Oneness of 

Allah, the Exalted, is diminished according to their sins.  

 

 

An aspect of truly acting on the testimony is sincerely loving Allah, the 

Exalted. In fact, the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be 

upon him, has indicated this in a Hadith found in Sunan Abu Dawud, 

number 4681. It advises that this is an aspect of perfecting one's faith. 

This is when one loves what Allah, the Exalted, loves and hates what He 

hates. As this was the characteristic of the Holy Prophet Muhammad, 

peace and blessings be upon him, according to a Hadith found in Sunan 

Ibn Majah, number 2333, muslims have been commanded to follow him. 

Chapter 3 Alee Imran, verse 31: 

 

 

“Say, [O Muhammad], "If you should love Allah, then follow me, [so] 

Allah will love you and forgive you your sins…” 

 

 



It is clear from Islamic teachings that loving what Allah, the Exalted, 

hates and disliking what Allah, the Exalted, loves is a clear indication of 

a person following their own desires and obeying them over Allah, the 

Exalted. This attitude reduces one's belief in the Oneness of Allah, the 

Exalted. The following verse makes it clear that adopting this mentality is 

a deviation from true belief in the testimony of Islam. Chapter 9 At 

Tawbah, verse 24: 

 

 

“Say, [O Muhammad], "If your fathers, your sons, your brothers, your 

wives, your relatives, wealth which you have obtained, commerce 

wherein you fear decline, and dwellings with which you are pleased are 

more beloved to you than Allah and His Messenger and striving in His 

cause, then wait until Allah executes His command. And Allah does not 

guide the defiantly disobedient people."” 

 

 

The one who worships Allah, the Exalted, according to their own desires 

worships Him on the edge. Meaning, when they face times of ease they 

become pleased but when they encounter difficulties they turn away 

from His obedience in anger. Chapter 22 Al Hajj, verse 11: 

 

 

“And of the people is he who worships Allah on an edge. If he is touched 

by good, he is reassured by it; but if he is struck by trial, he turns on his 

face [to unbelief]. He has lost [this] world and the Hereafter. That is what 

is the manifest loss.” 

 

 

A Hadith found in Sahih Bukhari, number 6502, informs muslims how to 

correctly believe and act on the testimony of faith, which prevents one 



being harmed by the fire of Hell in the next world. This is to first 

complete the obligatory duties correctly while fulfilling all their conditions 

and etiquettes. Then one must add to this by performing voluntary 

righteous deeds, the best of which are the established traditions of the 

Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him. This leads 

to the love of Allah, the Exalted, and causes Allah, the Exalted, to 

empower every organ of their body so that they only obey Him. This true 

and sincere obedience is the fulfilment of the testimony of faith. This is 

the sound heart which contains only the love of Allah, the Exalted, and is 

free of worldly desires and the love of the material world. Chapter 26 

Ash Shu’ara, verses 88-89: 

 

 

“The Day when there will not benefit [anyone] wealth or children. But 

only one who comes to Allah with a sound heart." 

 

 

It is important to note, this does not mean a muslim becomes free from 

committing sins but it means they sincerely repent from them whenever 

they are rarely committed. 

 

 

To conclude, it is vital for muslims to not only declare the testimony of 

Islam internally and verbally but they must also show it in their actions as 

this is the only way to achieve true success in this world and completely 

escape punishment in the next world also.  

 



The Obligatory Prayers 
 

 

In a Hadith found in Jami At Tirmidhi, number 2618, the Holy Prophet 

Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, warned that the 

difference between belief and disbelief is abandoning the obligatory 

prayers. 

 

 

In this day and age this has become far too common. Many give up their 

obligatory prayers for trivial reasons all of which are undoubtedly 

rejected. If the obligation of the prayer has not been removed for the one 

who is engaging in battle how can it be removed from anyone else? 

Chapter 4 An Nisa, verse 102: 

 

 

“And when you [i.e., the commander of an army] are among them and 

lead them in prayer, let a group of them stand [in prayer] with you and let 

them carry their arms. And when they have prostrated, let them be [in 

position] behind you and have the other group come forward which has 

not [yet] prayed and let them pray with you, taking precaution and 

carrying their arms…” 

 

 

Neither is the traveller or the sick exempt from offering their obligatory 

prayers. The traveller has been advised to reduce the amount of cycles 

in some of the obligatory prayers in order to reduce the burden for them 

but they have not been exempt from offering them. Chapter 4 An Nisa, 

verse 101: 

 



 

“And when you travel throughout the land, there is no blame upon you 

for shortening the prayer…” 

 

 

The sick have been advised to perform dry ablution if contact with water 

will harm them. Chapter 5 Al Ma’idah, verse 6: 

 

 

“…But if you are ill or on a journey or one of you comes from the place of 

relieving himself or you have contacted women and do not find water, 

then seek clean earth and wipe over your faces and hands with it…” 

 

 

In addition, the sick can perform the obligatory prayer in a way which is 

easier for them. Meaning, if they cannot stand they are allowed to sit and 

if they cannot sit they can lay down and offer the obligatory prayer. This 

is confirmed in a Hadith found in Jami At Tirmidhi, number 372. But 

again, no complete exemption is granted to the sick unless one is 

mentally ill which prevents them from comprehending the obligation of 

the prayer. 

 

  

The other major issue is that some muslims delay their obligatory 

prayers and offer them beyond their correct times. This clearly 

contradicts the Holy Quran as the believers have been described as 

those who offer their obligatory prayers on time. Chapter 4 An Nisa, 

verse 103: 

 



 

“…Indeed, prayer has been decreed upon the believers a decree of 

specified times.” 

 

 

Many believe that the following verse of the Holy Quran refers to those 

who unnecessarily delay their obligatory prayers. This has been 

discussed in Tafseer Ibn Kathir, volume 10, pages 603-604. Chapter 107 

Al Ma’un, verses 4-5: 

 

 

“So woe to those who pray. [But] who are heedless of their prayer.”  

 

 

Here Allah, the Exalted, has clearly cursed those who have adopted this 

evil trait. How can one find success in this world or the next if they have 

been removed from the mercy of Allah, the Exalted? 

 

 

The Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, 

declared in a Hadith found in Sunan An Nasai, number 512, that 

delaying one's obligatory prayers unnecessarily is a sign of hypocrisy. 

The Holy Quran has made it clear that one of the main reasons people 

will enter Hell is failing to establish the obligatory prayers. Chapter 74 Al 

Muddaththir, verses 42-43: 

 

 

“[And asking them], "What put you into Saqar?" They will say, "We were 

not of those who prayed.” 



 

 

Abandoning the obligatory prayers is such a serious sin that the Holy 

Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, declared in a 

Hadith found in Jami At Tirmidhi, number 2621, that whoever commits 

this sin has disbelieved in Islam.  

 

 

In addition, no other good deed will benefit a muslim until their obligatory 

prayers are not established. A Hadith found in Sahih Bukhari, number 

553, clearly warns that one's good deeds are destroyed if they miss the 

afternoon obligatory prayer. If this is the case for abandoning one 

obligatory prayer can one imagine the penalty of abandoning them all?  

 

 

Observing the obligatory prayers at their correct times has been advised 

to be one of the most beloved deeds to Allah, the Exalted, in a Hadith 

found in Sahih Muslim, number 252. From this one can determine that 

delaying the obligatory prayers beyond their time or completely missing 

them is one of the most hated deeds by Allah, the Exalted.  

 

 

It is an important duty for all elders to encourage the children under their 

care to offer the obligatory prayers from a young age so that they 

establish them before it becomes legally binding on them. Those adults 

that delay this and wait until children are older have failed in this 

extremely important duty. The children who were only encouraged to 

offer the obligatory prayers when it became obligatory on them very 

rarely established them quickly. In most cases, it takes years for them to 

fulfil this important duty correctly. And the blame falls on the elders of the 

family especially, the parents. This is why the Holy Prophet Muhammad, 



peace and blessings be upon him, has advised in a Hadith found in 

Sunan Abu Dawud, number 495, that families most encourage their 

children to offer the obligatory prayers when they turn seven years old.  

 

 

Another major issue many muslims face is that they may offer the 

obligatory prayers but fail to do so correctly. For example, many do not 

complete the stages of the prayer correctly and instead rush through it. 

In fact, a Hadith found in Sahih Bukhari, number 757, clearly warns that 

the one who prays like this has not prayed at all. Meaning, they are not 

recorded as a person who offered their prayer and therefore their 

obligation has not been fulfilled. A Hadith found in Jami At Tirmidhi, 

number 265, clearly warns that the prayer of the one who does not settle 

in each position of the prayer is not accepted. 

 

 

The Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, 

described the one who does not bow or prostrate correctly in the prayer 

as the worse thief. This has been warned in a Hadith found in Muwatta 

Malik, Book number 9, Hadith number 75. Unfortunately, many muslims 

who have spent decades offering their obligatory and many voluntary 

prayers like this will find that none of them have counted and thus they 

will be treated as one who did not fulfil their obligation. This is confirmed 

in a Hadith found in Sunan An Nasai, number 1313. 

 

 

The Holy Quran indicates the importance of offering the obligatory 

prayers with congregation usually at a Mosque. Chapter 2 Al Baqarah, 

verse 43: 

 

 



“…and bow with those who bow [in worship and obedience].” 

 

 

In fact, due to this verse and Hadiths of the Holy Prophet Muhammad, 

peace and blessings be upon him, some reliable scholars have declared 

this obligatory on muslim men. For example, one Hadith found in Sunan 

Abu Dawud, number 550, clearly warns that the muslims who would not 

offer their obligatory prayers with congregation at the Mosque were 

considered hypocrites by the Companions, may Allah be pleased with 

them. In fact, the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be 

upon him, even threatened to burn the houses of the men who failed to 

perform their obligatory prayers at the Mosque with congregation without 

a valid excuse. This is confirmed in a Hadith found in Sahih Muslim, 

number 1482. Those muslims who are in a position to perform this 

important deed should do so. They should not fool themselves into 

claiming they are performing other righteous deeds such as helping their 

family with house chores. Even though, this is a tradition of the Holy 

Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, according to a 

Hadith found in Sahih Bukhari, number 676, but it is important not to 

rearrange the importance of his traditions according to one's desires. 

Whoever does this is not following his traditions they are only following 

their own desires even if they are performing a righteous deed. In fact, 

this same Hadith concludes by advising that when it was time for the 

obligatory prayer the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be 

upon him, would leave for the Mosque. 

 

 

In a Hadith found in Sahih Bukhari, number 528, the Holy Prophet 

Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, advised that the five 

obligatory prayers erase one's sins just like taking a bath five times a 

day would clean the body of dirt. 

 

 



The first thing to note is that this Hadith refers to minor sins only as 

major sins require sincere repentance.  

 

 

In addition, it is important for muslims to not only purify their outer beings 

of minor sins by establishing the five obligatory prayers but also fulfill the 

other aspect of purification namely, inner purification. This is indicated by 

the fact that the five obligatory prayers were spread across the day 

instead of being put together. Meaning, a muslim should repeatedly 

inwardly turn to Allah, the Exalted, throughout the day just like their body 

turns to Allah, the Exalted, five times a day through the obligatory 

prayers. This inner purification involves correcting one's intention so that 

they are only perform actions in order to please Allah, the Exalted. This 

is the foundation of Islam and is what Allah, the Exalted, assesses when 

judging an action. This has been confirmed in a Hadith found in Sahih 

Bukhari, number 1. Those who act for the sake of other people will be 

told to gain their reward from them on Judgment Day which will not be 

possible. This has been warned in a Hadith found in Jami At Tirmidhi, 

number 3154.  

 

 

Finally, this inner purification includes learning and acting on the 

teachings of Islam so that one removes the bad characteristics they 

possess, such as envy and instead adopt good characteristics, such as 

patience. The outer purification is important but if a muslim desires to 

achieve success and overcome all difficulties in both worlds they must 

purify their inner being as well as their outer being. 

 

 



The Obligatory Charity 
 

 

Severe warnings over failing to donate the obligatory charity have been 

given in the Holy Quran and the Hadiths of the Holy Prophet 

Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him. For example, a Hadith 

found in Sahih Bukhari, number 1403, warns that the person who does 

not donate their obligatory charity will encounter a large poisonous 

snake which will continuously bite them on the Day of Judgement. 

Chapter 3 Alee Imran, verse 180: 

 

 

“And let not those who [greedily] withhold what Allah has given them of 

His bounty ever think that it is better for them. Rather, it is worse for 

them. Their necks will be encircled by what they withheld on the Day of 

Resurrection…” 

 

 

According to a Hadith found in Sunan Ibn Majah, number 4019, when 

the members of a society withhold the obligatory charity Allah, the 

Exalted, will withhold rain and if it was not for the animals He would not 

let it rain at all. This major sin is therefore one potential cause of the long 

periods of drought some nations face.  

 

 

Not offering the obligatory charity is a sign of extreme greed as it is only 

an extremely tiny portion of one's wealth namely, 2.5%. It is clear that 

the miser is far from Allah, the Exalted, the people and close to Hell. 

This is confirmed in a Hadith found in Jami At Tirmidhi, number 1961. 

 



 

Muslims must understand that donating the obligatory charity does not 

only protect them from punishment but it leads to blessings in one's life 

which far outweigh the wealth they donated. In fact, the Holy Prophet 

Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, has made it clear in a 

Hadith found in Sahih Muslim, number 6592, that charity does not 

decrease one's wealth. This means that when one donates Allah, the 

Exalted, compensates them. For example, He provides them with 

business opportunities which cause them to gain more wealth than they 

donated. This repayment is confirmed in many places of the Holy Quran 

for example, chapter 57 Al Hadid, verse 11: 

 

 

“Who is it that would loan Allah a goodly loan so He will multiply it for 

him and he will have a noble reward?” 

 

 

In addition, this Hadith could indicate that as each person's provision is 

pre-recorded whatever wealth which is destined to be spent on them will 

never change irrespective of how much wealth a person donates. This is 

confirmed in a Hadith found in Sahih Muslim, number 6748. 

 

 

A muslim must therefore avoid the wrath of Allah, the Exalted, by 

donating a very small fraction of their wealth in the form of the obligatory 

charity while hoping for a reward which is much greater both in this world 

and the next.  



Fasting 
 

 

In a Divine Hadith found in Sunan An Nasai, number 2219, the Holy 

Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, advised that all 

righteous deeds people perform are for themselves except for fasting as 

this is for Allah, the Exalted, and He shall reward it directly.  

 

 

This Hadith indicates the uniqueness of fasting. One of the reasons it is 

described in this manner is because all other righteous deeds are visible 

to people, such as the prayer, or they are between people, such as 

secret charity. Whereas, fasting is a unique righteous deed as others 

cannot know someone is fasting by only observing them.  

 

 

In addition, fasting is a righteous deed which puts a lock on every aspect 

of oneself. Meaning, a person who fasts correctly will be prevented from 

committing verbal and physical sins, such as looking at and hearing 

unlawful things. This is also achieved through the prayer but the prayer 

is only performed for a short time and is visible to others whereas, 

fasting occurs throughout the day and is invisible to others.  Chapter 29 

Al Ankabut, verse 45: 

 

 

“…Indeed, prayer prohibits immorality and wrongdoing…” 

 

 



It is clear from the following verse a person who does not complete the 

obligatory fasts without a valid reason will not be a true believer as the 

two have been directly connected. Chapter 2 Al Baqarah, verse 183: 

 

 

“O you who have believed, decreed upon you is fasting as it was 

decreed upon those before you that you may become righteous” 

 

 

In fact, the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, 

has warned in a Hadith found in Jami At Tirmidhi, number 723, that if a 

muslim does not complete a single obligatory fast without a valid reason 

they cannot make up for the reward and blessings lost even if they 

fasted every day for their entire life.  

 

 

In addition, as indicated by the verse quoted earlier fasting correctly 

leads to piety. Meaning, simply starving during the day does not lead to 

piety but paying extra attention to abstaining from sins and performing 

righteous deeds during the fast will lead to piety. It is why a Hadith found 

in Jami At Tirmidhi, number 707, warns that a fast will not be significant 

if one does not abstain from speaking and acting on falsehood. A similar 

Hadith found in Sunan Ibn Majah, number 1690, warns that some fasting 

people obtain nothing except hunger. When one becomes more aware 

and careful in obeying Allah, the Exalted, while they are fasting this habit 

will eventually affect them so they behave in a similar way even when 

they are not fasting. This is in fact true piety.  

 

 

The righteousness mentioned in the verse quoted earlier is connected to 

fasting as fasting reduces one's evil desires and passions. It prevents 



pride and the encouragement of sins. This is because fasting hinders the 

appetite of the stomach and one's carnal desires. These two things lead 

to many sins. In addition, the desire for these two things is greater than 

the desire for other unlawful things. So whoever controls them through 

fasting will find it easier to control the weaker evil desires. This leads to 

true righteousness.  

 

 

As briefly indicated earlier there are different levels of fasting. The first 

and lowest level of fasting is when one abstains from the things which 

will break their fast, such as food. The next level is abstaining from sins 

which damages one’s fast thereby reducing the reward of their fast, such 

as lying. This has been indicated in a Hadith found in Sunan An Nasai, 

number 2235. Fasting which involves each member of the body is the 

next level. This is when each body part fasts from sins for example, the 

eyes from looking at the unlawful, the ears from listening to the unlawful 

and so on. The next level is when one behaves in this manner even 

when they are not fasting. Finally, the highest level of fasting is 

abstaining from all things which are not connected to Allah, the Exalted.  

 

 

A muslim should also fast inwardly as their body fasts outwardly by 

abstaining from sinful or vain thoughts. They should fast from persisting 

on their own plans in respect to their desires and try to concentrate on 

fulfilling their duties and responsibilities. In addition, they should fast 

from inwardly challenging the decree of Allah, the Exalted, and instead 

except destiny and whatever it brings knowing Allah, the Exalted, only 

chooses the best for His servants even if they do not understand the 

wisdom behind these choices. Chapter 2 Al Baqarah, verse 216: 

 

 



“…But perhaps you hate a thing and it is good for you; and perhaps you 

love a thing and it is bad for you. And Allah knows, while you know not.” 

 

 

Finally, a muslim should aim for the highest reward by keeping their fast 

a secret and not informing others if it is avoidable as informing others 

unnecessarily leads to a loss of reward as it is an aspect of showing off.  

 

 

 



The Holy Pilgrimage 
 

 

In a Hadith found in Sahih Bukhari, number 1773, the Holy Prophet 

Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, advised that the reward 

for an accepted Holy Pilgrimage is nothing except Paradise.  

 

 

The real purpose of the Holy Pilgrimage is to prepare muslims for their 

final journey to the hereafter. The same way a muslim leaves behind 

their home, business, wealth, family, friends and social status in order to 

perform the Holy Pilgrimage this will occur at the time of their death 

when they take their final journey to the hereafter. In fact, a Hadith found 

in Jami At Tirmidhi, number 2379, advises that a person's family and 

wealth abandons them at their grave and only their deeds, good and 

bad, accompany them.  

 

 

When a muslim bears this in mind during their Holy Pilgrimage they will 

fulfil all the aspects of this duty correctly. This muslim will return back 

home a changed person as they will prioritise preparing for their final 

journey to the hereafter over amassing the excess aspects of this 

material world. They will strive in fulfilling the commands of Allah, the 

Exalted, refraining from His prohibitions and facing destiny with patience 

according to the traditions of the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and 

blessings be upon him, which includes taking from this world in order to 

fulfill their needs and the needs of their dependents without waste, 

excessiveness or extravagance. 

 

  



Muslims should not treat the Holy Pilgrimage as a holiday and a place to 

shop as this attitude defeats the purpose of it. It must remind muslims of 

their final journey to the hereafter a journey which has no return and no 

second chances. Only this will inspire one to fulfil the Holy Pilgrimage 

correctly and prepare adequately for the hereafter.  
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